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FOREWORD 


Paton Yoder lamented in his Tradition & Transition that the Amish Mennonites, in 
their merger with the Mennonite Church (MC) between 1916 and 1927, “had unwittingly 
covered their tracks.” His point was that in facilitating the merger, the Amish 
Mennonites lost much of their own history. But Yoder has done more than lament; he 
has worked to uncover those tracks, and to reclaim that lost history. In this volume, 
Yoder and Steve Estes are making a significant contribution toward the goal of 
recovering the legacy of the Amish Mennonites. 


The Amish Mennonites can be defined as the moderate group, who forged a path 
between the more traditional Old Order Amish on the one hand, and the more 
acculturated Stuckey Amish on the other hand, in the mid to late 1800s. Crucial to 
understanding this parting of the ways is a series of ministers’ meetings (Diener 
Versammlungen) held from 1862 to 1878. The goal of these meetings was to keep the 
Amish churches together, to give and receive counsel, to come to a common mind about 
the many issues that were threatening to divide them. Here they could plead for unity, 
beg for forgiveness and forbearance, admonish each other to remain faithful to the 
teachings that had been entrusted to them. 


In this volume, Yoder and Estes provide us with a full translation of these meetings so 
vital to understanding this era of our history. In addition to the translation, they also give 
detailed commentary of the discussions and the events surrounding them. The extensive 
notes help to “fill in between the lines” and to see the events in a broader context. In Part 
Il, Yoder and Estes provide 25 supporting documents—letters, published articles, and 
statements—related to the ministers’ meetings. In Part III, Steve Estes presents 
biographical sketches of the 253 ministers, bishops and deacons who participated in the 
conferences. Finally, the authors conclude this wealth of information with a number of 
helpful appendices. Together, these resources go a long way in “uncovering the tracks” 
of the Amish Mennonites, whose descendants constitute a majority of the current 
Mennonite Church (MC). 


John E. Sharp, Director 

Historical Committee and Archives of the 
Mennonite Church 

Goshen, Indiana 
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PREFACE 


“Beloved ministers, brethren and sisters, our desire is to follow the counsel of the 
apostle when he says: Let there be no divisions among you.” So wrote two Amish 
ministers one spring day in 1863. They had just served as the moderator and assistant of 
the second annual ministers’ meeting and were calling for another conference the 
following year. Sixteen times Amish ministers gathered in this way between 1862 and 
1878 in order to live out this apostolic admonition. 


In spite of the good intentions of these ministers assembled in conference to restore 
unity to a divided church, the developing schism was to become permanent. In fact, one 
can sense the progress of additional splintering as one peruses the minutes of these 
conferences from year to year. 


Several groups emerged: (1) those who were committed “to hold to the old 
[practices]” (now the Old Order Amish), (2) the Egly Amish (now the Evangelical 
Mennonite Church), (3) the Stuckey and Eicher Amish and other related congregations 
(now part of the General Conference Mennonite Church), and (4) the larger group of 
congregations which maintained their affiliation with the Diener Versammlungen to the 
end, the Amish Mennonites (now part of the Mennonite Church). In addition, some of 
the roots of the Conservative Mennonite Church, the Beachy Amish, and other Amish 
and Mennonite groups can be found in these meetings. Each group carried out in its own 
way a prayer expressed at the last conference: “May God give us all faithful hearts that 
we might guard his holy Word . . . so that we might order and direct our lives in 
accordance with it so that all of us together may enter into the eternal joy and glory, and 
that through Jesus Christ.” 


Since 1984 we, the editors, have been meeting with these “ministers, brothers and 
sisters” in the translation and annotation of their Proceedings, in gathering documents 
related to their meetings and to their concerns, and in identifying them as they 
participated in the meetings. As descendants of several of the participants we were able 
also to relate our own spiritual heritage to the faith and practice of these our forebears 
and anticipate that others may be able to do the same. Our purpose is to give these 
nineteenth century believers a voice for telling their story in their own words. 


Valued colleagues have given assistance and encouragement during this process, 
many of whom are named in the Translator’s Introduction, the Compiler’s Introduction 
and in the Notes. V. Gordon Oyer of Champaign, Illinois prepared the map of the 
nineteenth century Amish settlements used in this volume. Many have contributed 
financially to this work, including the Illinois Mennonite Historical and Genealogical 
Society, the Michiana Anabaptist Historians, the Flanagan Mennonite Church and 
Pathway Publishers. 

We are also deeply grateful to the Mennonite Historical Society for publishing this 
work and to John D. Roth for serving as our editor. Our wives, Jackie Estes and Hazel 
Yoder, have been unfailing and generous in their support of our joint labors. 

Steven R. Estes Paton Yoder 
Meadows, Illinois Goshen, Indiana 
December, 1998 


TRANSLATOR’S INTRODUCTION 


In the course of translating these documents I have resolved a number of specific 
problems in the following manner: 

1. Direct and indirect quotations. Commonly, but with exceptions, the Proceedings 
do not distinguish between direct and indirect quotations. The respective secretaries used 
quotation marks sparingly, frequently not even for quotations from the Bible. Sometimes 
the record switches from direct to indirect quotation, or vice versa, in reporting a single 
passage or statement. I have used quotation marks only when they were used in the 
original. Sometimes quotation marks appear only at the beginning of a quotation or only 
at the end. I have solved the resulting problem by deleting such marks altogether! 


2. Punctuation and grammar. Quite frequently I have played rather loose with 
punctuation, even changing periods to commas in situations where, otherwise, there 
would follow a dangling clause. On the other hand, I have also broken up some, but not 
all, interminable sentences. The use of a pronoun without an antecedent, and 
disagreement in number between subject and predicate, have sometimes been allowed to 
stand. 

3. Pagination. Page numbers from the original text are embedded in the translation, 
appearing in a smaller typeface surrounded by brackets. The text that follows this page 
number correlates to the same page in the original. 


4. Translations for key words. 


a. Versammlung: Usually translated “meeting” but occasionally “assembly.” It 
usually refers to the Sunday morning worship service of an Amish congregation. 


b. Rathsversammlung: Rather arbitrarily translated “conference.” 


c. Geduld and Verträglichkeit: These two words are used almost interchangeably. 
Verträglichkeit, however, usually suggests “toleration” of differences, whereas Geduld 
often suggests “patience” with those in error, but without any intent of ignoring or 
accepting the error. 


d. Beschluß and Gesetz: The yearly conferences repeatedly promised not to pass any 
new Gesetze [laws], but were constantly adopting Beschlüße. The literal translation for 
Beschluß is “conclusion,” or “decision,” or “resolution.” However, the context seemed 
usually to call for a stronger word and I have chosen the noun, “ruling,” for my 
translation of Beschluß. 

e. Rath: I have used the literal translations for this word (“council” or “counsel,” 
depending on the context). This translation will be understood by all those acquainted 
with Amish ecclesiastical terminology and procedures, and others should not have too 
much difficulty with it. 

f. Evangelische. The proper translation of this word requires a phrase, “according to 
the Gospel.” 


g. Erwählen: It seemed necessary to translate this word sometimes with “elect,” and 
sometimes with “select” or “choose.” 
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h. Lauten: This word is often used in introducing a report or other writing which 
lautet wie folgt. 1 chose to use the idiomatic expression, “runs as follows,” to translate 
this phrase. 

1. Strafen: When used in connection with congregational discipline, this word may 
be the most difficult of all to translate. On the advice of John C. Wenger I have 
translated it with the verb “discipline,” although it is clear that the concept of “punish” in 
a rather legal sense remains, even when thus translated. 

j. Gott. The obvious translation for this word is “God,” and it was usually translated 
thus. But in a number of instances it seemed appropriate and more in keeping with 
references to this member of the Trinity as made by English speaking persons, to 
translate it with “the Lord.” 

k. Words for verbal presentations. 

1. Ansprache—address 
. Lehre—message 
. Predigt—sermon 
. Rede—talk 


. Vermahnung or Ermahnung—admonition 


nA FW WN 


At the start of this project Steven R. Estes, of the Illinois Mennonite Historical and 
Genealogical Society and co-editor of this volume, and Dr. D. Paul Miller, retired from 
Illinois Wesleyan University, made available to me a preliminary translation of the 
Proceedings of these Amish ministers’ meetings by Marie J. Jansen. Although clearly 
only a preliminary translation, in my initial efforts it was of considerable help to me. I 
also want to recognize with great appreciation the meticulous scrutiny which Professor 
Mary Eleanor Bender, Goshen, Indiana, has given to this translation. Her suggestions 
have contributed much to the accuracy and quality of the finished translation. 


— Paton Yoder 
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ABBREVIATIONS IN EDITORIAL NOTES AND 
ANNOTATIONS 


1. Periodicals and Reference Works 
CE — Christian Evangel 
DB — Die Botschaft 
GH — Gospel Herald 
GW — Gospel Witness 
HoT — Herald of Truth 
HdW — Herold der Wahrheit 
IMH — Illinois Mennonite Heritage 


MCD — Mennonite Cyclopedic Dictionary, Daniel Kauffman, ed. (Scottdale, Pa.: 
Mennonite Publishing House, 1937) 


ME — Mennonite Encyclopedia 

MFH — Mennonite Family History 

MH — Mennonite Heritage 

MHB — Mennonite Historical Bulletin 
MOR — Mennonite Quarterly Review 
PMH — Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage 
YNL — Yoder Newsletter 


2. Archives and Libraries 


AMC — Archives of the Mennonite Church, campus of Goshen College, Goshen, 
Indiana 


IMA — Illinois Mennonite Archives, Illinois Mennonite Historical and 
Genealogical Society, Metamora, Illinois 


3. Shortened Author-Title Bibliographical Entries 


Amish of Canada — Orland Gingerich, The Amish of Canada (Waterloo, Ont., 
Canada: Conrad Press, 1972). 


Amish Genealogies — Hugh F. Gingerich and Rachel W. Kreider, Amish and 
Amish Mennonite Genealogies (Gordonville, Pa.: Pequea Publishers, 1986). 


Amish Immigrants — John M. Byler, Amish Immigrants of Waldeck and Hesse 
(Bellville, Ohio: John M. Byler, 1993). 


Amish Mennonites in Germany — Hermann Guth, Amish Mennonites in Germany: 
Their Congregations, the Estates Where They Lived, Their Families 
(Morgantown, Pa.: Masthof Press, 1995). 
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Bernese Anabaptists — Delbert L. Gratz, Bernese Anabaptists and their American 
Descendants, Studies in Anabaptist and Mennonite History, no. 8 (Goshen, 
Indiana: The Mennnite Historical Society, 1953). 


Central Conference — William B. Weaver, History of the Central Conference 
Mennonite Church (Danvers, Ill.: by the author, 1926). 


Centennial History — Harry F. Weber, Centennial History of the Mennonites of 
Illinois, 1829-1929, Studies in Anabaptist and Mennonite History, no. 3 
(Goshen Ind.: The Mennonite Historical Society, 1931). 


C. Henry Smith Papers — C. Henry Smith Papers, Mennonite Historical Library, 
Bluffton College, Bluffton, Ohio. 


Conservative Conference — Ivan J. Miller, History of the Conservative Mennonite 
Conference, 1910-1985 (Grantsville, Md.: by the author, 1985). 


Creative Congregationalism — James O. Lehman, Creative Congregationalism; A 
History of the Oak Grove Mennonite Church in Wayne County, Ohio 
(Smithville, Ohio: Oak Grove Mennonite Church, 1978). 


Daviess County Amish — Joseph Stoll, The Amish in Daviess County, Indiana 
(Aylmer, Ont.: by the author, 1997). 


Descendants of Jacob Hochstetler — Harvey Hostetler, Descendants of Jacob 
Hochstetler, The Immigrant of 1736 (Eli J. Hochstetler, 1977). 


Diener Register — Ein Diener Register von Diener Deaconien und Bischof in 
Lancaster County und Umliegende Gemeine (Gordonville, Pa.: Pequea 
Publishers, 1983). 


Early Disciplines — Harold S. Bender, “Some Early American Amish Mennonite 
Disciplines,” Mennonite Quarterly Review 8 (April 1934), 90-98. 


Early Sunday Schools — John Umble, “Early Sunday Schools at West Liberty, 
Ohio,” Mennonite Quarterly Review 4 (Jan. 1930), 6-5. 


Genealogical Records — Christian Z. Yoder, Genealogical Records of Descent 
From John Yoder, Jacob Zook, Daniel Conrad and Nathan Smiley 
(Scottdale, Pa.: Mennonite Publishing House, 1932). 


General Conference Pioneers — Edmund G. Kaufman, comp,. General 
Conference Mennonite Pioneers (North Newton, Kansas: Bethel College, 
1973). 


Germans to America — Ira A. Glazier and P. William Filby, eds. Germans to 
American: Lists of Passengers Arriving at U.S. Ports, 1850-1855, vols. I-IV 
(Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources Inc., 1988). 


Goodly Heritage — Steven R. Estes, A Goodly Heritage: A History of the North 
Danvers Mennonite Church (Danvers, Ill.; North Danvers Mennonite 
Church, 1982). 
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Hartzler Family — Silas Hertzler, The Hertzler-Hartzler Family History (Goshen, 
Indiana: by the author, 1952). 


History of Preachers — Jacob J. Mast, comp., History of Preachers, Deacons and 
Bishops, 2nd ed. (Gordonville, Pa. Print Shop, 1970). 


Holmes County Cemetery Directory — Leroy Beachy, Cemetery Directory of the 
Amish Community in Eastern Holmes and Adjoining Counties in Ohio 
(Millersburg, Ohio: by the author, 1975). 


Howard and Miami — Glen L. Troyer, et al., Mennonite Church History of 
Howard and Miami Counties, Indiana (Scottdale, Pa.: Mennonite Publishing 
House, 1916). 


Keeping Salvation Ethical — J. Denny Weaver, Keeping Salvation Ethical: 
Mennonite and Amish Atonement Theology in the Late Nineteenth Century, 
Studies in Anabaptist and Mennonite History, no. 35 (Scottdale, Pa.: Herald 
Press.1997), 


Mast Family — C. Z. Mast, A Brief History of Bishop Jacob Mast and Other Mast 
Pioneers (Elverson, Pa.: by the author, 1911). 


Mennonite History — J. S. Hartzler and Daniel Kauffman, Mennonite Church 
History (Scottdale, Pa.: Mennonite Book and Tract Society, 1905). 


Mennonites at Walnut Creek — Erv Schlabach, A Century and a Half With the 
Mennonites At Walnut Creek (Strasburg, Ohio: Gordon Printing, 1978). 


Mennonites in Illinois — Willard H. Smith, Mennonites in Illinois, Studies in 
Anabaptist and Mennonite History, no. 24 (Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press, 
1983). 


Mennonites in Indiana — John Christian Wenger, The Mennonites in Indiana and 
Michigan, Studies in Anabaptist and Mennonite History, no. 10 (Scottdale, 
Pa.: Herald Press, 1961). 


Mennonites in Iowa — Melvin Gingerich, The Mennonites in Iowa (Iowa City, 
Iowa: The State Historical Society of Iowa, 1939). 


Mennonites of America — C. Henry Smith, Mennonites of America, Illinois ed. 
(Goshen, Ind.: by the author, 1909). 


Mennonites of Butler County — W. H. Grubb, History of the Mennonites of Butler 
County, Ohio (Trenton, Ohio: by the author, 1916). 


Mennonites of Ohio — Grant M. Stoltzfus, Mennonites of the Ohio and Eastern 
Conference from the Colonial Period in Pennsylvania to 1968, Studies in 
Anabaptist and Mennonite History, no. 13 (Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press, 
1969). 
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Mifflin County Amish — S. Duane Kauffman, Mifflin County Amish and Mennonite 
Story, 1791-1991 (Belleville, Pa.: Mifflin County Mennonite Historical 
Society, 1991). 


Milford Mennonite Experience — Eldon E. Hostetler, “A Good Place To Be 
From”: The Story of the Milford Mennonite Experience, 1873-1997 (1997). 


Out of the Wilderness — Orland R. Grieser and Ervin Beck, Out of the Wilderness: 
History of the Central Mennonite Church, 1835-1960 (Archbold, Ohio: 
Central Mennonite Church, 1960). 


Richard Family — Kent E. Richard, The Michel (1787-1863) and Magdalena 
(Widmer) Richard Family: Graber, Richard, Riche, Widmer Ancesters and 
Descendants (Morgantown, Pa.: Masthof Press, 1994). 


Settlements That Failed — David Luthy, The Amish in America: Settlements That 
Failed (Aylmer, Ontario; Pathway Publishers, 1986). 


Short Account — Hans Borntreger, A History of the First Settlers of the Amish 
Mennonites and the Establishment of Their First Congregation in the State of 
Indiana Along With a Short Account of the Division Which Took Place in this 
Church, trans. by Elizabeth Gingerich (Topeka, Ind.: Dan A. Hostetler, 
1988). 


South Central — Paul Erb, A History of the South Central Mennonite Conference, 
Studies in Anabaptist and Mennonite History, no. 17 (Scottdale, Pa.: Herald 
Press, 1974). 


Stoltzfus Documents — Paton Yoder, ed. and comp., Tennessee John Stoltzfus: 
Amish Church Related Documents and Family Letters, Mennonite Sources 
and Documents, no. 1 (Lancaster, Pa.: Lancaster Mennonite Historical 
Society: 1987). 


Tradition — Paton Yoder, Tradition and Transition, Amish Mennonites and Old 
Order Amish, 1800-1900, Studies in Anabaptist and Mennonite History, no. 
31 (Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press, 1991). 


Woodford County Marriages — Lucy Palmer Frane, Marriages Performed in 
Woodford County, Illinois, 1841-1870 (1939). 


Zimmerman and Related Genealogies — Jay Norwalk, Johann Jost Zimmerman 
and Related Genealogies of Roth, Yaggy, Schlunegger, Bratton, Cochlin, 
Elliott, Campbell and McCullough (Alna, Maine: by the author, 1998). 


4. Annual Conference Minutes 
Proceedings, followed by the date (year) of a particular conference (e.g., 
Proceedings, 1864) is used when reference is made to the several printed 
conference minutes of a year other than those of the one being annotated. 
The titles given to these respective yearly published Proceedings varied 
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somewhat. That given to the record of the first (1862) conference was 
Verhandlungen der Diener-Versammlung der Deutschen Taufer oder 
Amischen Mennoniten gehalten in Wayne County, Ohio, in Juny 1862 
(Lancaster, Pa.: Johan Bär’s Söhnen). 


Historical Origins of the Amish Ministers’ 
Meetings, 1862-78 


The first annual church-wide Amish conference or ministers’ meeting 
(Dienerversammlung), held in June, 1862, in Wayne County, Ohio, was the outcome of 
at least a decade of discussion and correspondence among the leaders of that church. 
Already in 1851, Bishop David Beiler of the Upper Pequea congregation in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, had written to his fellow bishop, Moses P. Miller of Holmes 
County, Ohio, that he had “often thought that a church-wide ministers’ meeting would be 
very useful” in coming to a concensus on current church issues. 


The idea of a denominational conference was brought up again in 1855. At that time 
Frederick Hege, bishop of the congregation in Holmes County, Ohio, which was later to 
be called Martin’s Creek, urged that “a conference of all [Amish] ministers throughout 
all America” be called in order to maintain the unity of the denomination.” Both of these 
bishops were strongly tradition-minded, and both were concerned primarily about a 
change in the rite of baptism advocated and practiced by some Amish bishops in Mifflin 
County, Pennsylvania, Wayne County, Ohio, and possibly in northern Indiana. 


These innovators were baptizing converts while kneeling in a stream (albeit by 
pouring as before), whereas the time-honored practice had been to baptize in the house or 
barn where the services were being held. Both Beiler and Hege hoped that such an all- 
church ministers’ meeting would rule out this new practice. However, they were 
thinking only of an ad hoc conference rather than the institution of annual meetings 
which eventuated in the 1860s. Christian Brandt of the Wooster congregation, whose 
stance was less traditional than Hege’s and Beiler’s, was reluctant to consider a church- 
wide conference. He groaned at the thought of convening such a ponderous body.’ 


By 1861 many Amish congregations were making other changes in addition to the 
innovation in the baptismal procedure. The tradition-minded and the change-minded 
factions in the Amish settlements in Indiana, Ohio, and western and central Pennsylvania 
had broken fellowship with each other. In these regions both factions had reorganized, in 
some instances establishing new congregations and ordaining their own ministers. The 
more progressive factions were even building meetinghouses with raised pulpits. 


Recognizing the church-wide nature and the seriousness of this schism, some of the 
Amish leaders eventually found strength to call a church-wide conference, a feat not 
easily accomplished in a church so thoroughly congregational in polity. 


However, those leaders who planned that first conference of 1862 were not the 
conservatives of the 1850s who had thought of a general conference as a means to stem 
the tide of change which was sweeping over the church. The tables were turned. These 
new leaders were largely themselves change-minded. Like the conservatives, they 


1. David Beiler to Moses Miller (Oct. 14, 1851).— Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 4. 
2. Christian Brandt to Christian Graber (Nov. 15, 1855).—MHB (July 1965), 6. 
3. Ibid. 
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wanted to restore unity to the church. But unlike the conservatives, they wanted the 
church to accept a few carefully selected changes. 


Among these self-appointed leaders were Bishop Solomon K. Beiler, of Mifflin 
County, Pennsylvania; Bishop John Esch of neighboring Juniata County; and the young 
Bishop John K. Yoder of Wayne County, Ohio. Perhaps to this list should be added 
Bishop Elias Riehl of Union County, Pennsylvania and Bishop Jonathan Yoder of 
McLean County, Illinois. 


Deacon John Stoltzfus of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, also gave support to the 
1862 meeting, although he himself was probably not very change-minded at this time. 
Concern for the unity of the church led him to propose a church-wide ministers’ meeting 
and to throw his lot with the change-minded leadership thereof. 


In March, 1861, Deacon Stoltzfus issued a call for an Amish ministers’ meeting, to be 
held in Holmes County in September of that same year.* The wording of his invitation 
suggests that he was acting as correspondent for some self-appointed committee or 
ministerial group. For some reason Stoltzfus’ proposed meeting did happen. Perhaps he 
was never authorized to send out the required fifty or more copies of his invitation, for 
only his own personal copy remains as evidence of his proposal. 


In the fall of that same year, however, another effort was initiated, this one successful. 
It led directly to that historic meeting in June, 1862, in Wayne County, Ohio. In October 
or November, Solomon Beiler and John Esch, Beiler’s fellow bishop from neighboring 
Juniata County, went to Butler County, Ohio, “to smooth out some church matters.” 
They returned to Pennsylvania by way of Wayne County, Ohio. 

In Wayne County Beiler and Esch joined with local Amish leaders in planning for an 
Amish ministers’ meeting, the congregation there offering “its services to furnish room 
for it.” Clearly the Wooster or Wayne County congregation, its ministers, and 
particularly its bishop, John K. Yoder, were deeply involved in planning for the 1862 
conference. Nine ordained brethren from his congregation attended that initial meeting. 
Yoder’s zealous support for the work of the conference throughout its sixteen meetings 
(he attended fourteen of them) should also be cited. 


Shem Zook reported all these plans to John Stoltzfus. Zook was a member of 
Solomon Beiler’s congregation and perhaps the most widely known Amish layman of his 
day. He assured Stoltzfus that “ministers from all congregations of the brotherhood in 
the entire country are to be invited.” He hoped that the conference would promote “love 
and peace among us” and that it would “bring Him [God] honor and salvation for many 
people.” 

The initiators of the 1862 conference can now be identified. As noted, Shem Zook 
named Solomon Beiler and John Esch. John K. Yoder is almost as clearly identified. 
Although Deacon John Stoltzfus’ initiative in calling the conference was thwarted, he 
clearly was involved. One more name needs to be added—that of Bishop Jonathan 


4. Open letter from John Stoltzfus to Amish church leaders recommending the inauguration of 
annual church-wide ministers’ meetings (March 8, 1861). —Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 17. 


5. Shem Zook to John Stoltzfus (Nov. 15, 1861). —Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 20. 
6. Ibid. 
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Yoder of McLean County, Illinois. He opened the meeting on that eventful Monday 
morning, June gth, 1862, explained the purpose of the conference, and ended up as 
moderator of the four-day conference.’ Likely his initial involvement preceded the 
events of that morning. 

All but one of these men involved in planning the 1862 meeting were from north 
central Pennsylvania or had roots leading back to that region. Beiler and Esch were still 
living in that area. John K. Yoder had moved from Mifflin County to Wayne County 
only six years previously. Jonathan Yoder had lived in Centre County, Pennsylvania, 
which bordered Mifflin County on the north, then moving to Juniata County immediately 
south of Mifflin County. Ordained a bishop in about 1840, he made trips periodically 
northward to Mifflin County to assist in serving the Amish congregations there. In 1851 
he moved to Illinois. Clearly those many years in north central Pennsylvania had 
brought Jonathan Yoder into close contact with Esch, Beiler, and John K. Yoder. 


That prominent layman, Shem Zook, of Mifflin County, seems also to have been 
involved in the planning of that first conference and became its secretary. Zook was 
certainly known church-wide for several reasons, but especially because he had 
published a German edition of the Martyrs Mirror in 1849. Only Deacon John Stoltzfus 
does not fall neatly into this arrangement. But even he had close ties with his deacon 
brother, Christian Stoltzfus, of Union County, just northeast of Mifflin County. Also, he 
kept up a constant flow of correspondence with Shem Zook and others living in Mifflin 
County and in adjoining Union County.” 


— Paton Yoder 


7. Proceedings, 1862, 3. 


8. The minutes of the 1862 ministers’ meeting do not indicate the name of the secretary or 
secretaries. On first glance, the names appearing at the end of the 1862 minutes appear to be those of 
the secretaries, but on closer scrutiny it is clear that they are the names of the ministers in Solomon 
K. Beiler’s congregation in Mifflin County, Pa., affixed to an invitation to the next annual meeting 
which was to be held in their congregation. The identity of the secretary is revealed in a report on the 
conference which Elias Riehl from Union County, Pa., a participant in the meeting, gave to his home 
newspaper, in which all the officers of the conference were named.—Union County Star and 
Lewisburg Chronicle (June 17, 1862). 

9. The Lydia Mast Collection, Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society, contains forty-two letters 
written between 1859 and 1871, to or from Deacon John Stoltzfus, in which the other party was a 
prominent churchman from north-central Pennsylvania. Most of these letters may be found in 
Stoltzfus Documents. 
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THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1862 


Proceedings of the Ministers’ Meeting of the German Anabaptists or Amish 
Mennonites, held in Wayne County, Ohio, in June, 1862, and also a Short 
Account of the Origin of the Mennonites pp. 3) 


Proceedings of the Ministers’ Meeting on the gth, 1oth, 11 th, and 12th of 
June, 1862, in Wayne County, Ohio.’ 


Proceedings of the First Day, June 9, 1862? 


First [there was] singing, then an admonition from Jonathan Yoder’ [from] 
Ill., and a prayer by Elias Riehl* [from] Penn. 


Then Jonathan Yoder admonished again to love, peace, toleration, and unity. 
The reason for the gathering was set forth. The proposal for a ministers’ 
meeting was read in order to show why the meeting had been called and why it 
is important and necessary. 


Then Jonathan Yoder, Ill., suggested that a chairman or moderator be 
elected, which suggestion was unanimously accepted. Thereupon Solomo Yoder 
from Maryland was nominated as chairman, but since he asked to be excused, 
several brethren nominated Jonathan Yoder, Ill., for this position, and he was 
elected unanimously. 


1. When the first Amish church-wide conference was held, sixteen year old Christian Z. Yoder 
(1845-1939), son of Bishop John K. Yoder, wrote in his diary that “the first week after Pentecost the 
first General Conference was held here at Sam Schrocks.”—Creative Congregationalism, 81. The 
facility used was the barn of Samuel (1825-1893) and Lydia (1823-1904) Schmucker Schrock. 
Perhaps coincidentally, the Oak Grove congregation was building its first meetinghouse that 
summer. The building was not completed until October so it was not available for the conference. 
Had it been completed, it would not have been large enough to accommodate the 400 or 500 people 
who attended.—John Stoltzfus to his wife Catharine, June 10, 1862 (Part II, Doc. 3). Although this 
important letter is dated June 10, 1862, it is clear from its contents that Stoltzfus is writing about the 
first day of conference. Perhaps he was writing after midnight. Since worshiping in meetinghouses 
constituted one of the innovations which many Amish opposed, to meet in such would have been 
offensive to such conservatives. At the time of this conference only six Amish congregations in all of 
North America had built, or were in the process of building, meetinghouses. 

2. In that June 10 letter (Note 1) John Stoltzfus wrote to his wife Catherine that on Pentecost 
Sunday “the assembly was addressed by Andreas Rupp from Illinois and Solomon Yoder from 
Maryland, who live 900 miles from each other.” 


3. Biographies of the ordained persons attending the Amish Ministers’ Meetings may be found in 
Part III. 


4. The choice of Elias Riehl to offer this opening prayer seems significant. Perhaps he had 
already given up the use of the German prayer book which was traditional among Amish ministers. 
John S. Umble has described Riehl’s audible praying in his congregation in this way: “As he knelt 
in prayer, eyes closed, head thrown back, body swaying and rocking, he poured forth impromptu 
floods of eloquence of great power and beauty as he implored the divine favor on his 
congregation.”—John Umble, “The Amish of Union County, Pennsylvania: II. Social and Religious 
Life,” MOR 7 (April 1933), 77. 
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At the request of Jonathan Yoder, Johann Ehsch, Penn.,° was chosen as 
assistant [chairman].° 

It was moved and unanimously agreed that these proceedings be based 
entirely on the Word of God. 


It was further moved and accepted by the assembly that all important 
questions be turned over to a “Committee” or council [Rath] of five to seven 
ministers, who should study the matter and then bring their conclusion before 
the [entire] assembly, so that each person might have an [p. 4) opportunity to 
express his opinion. No minister shall sit on such a council if any objection is 
raised against him.° 


Jonathan Yoder then said that the assembly was now ready to begin with 
business and he proposed to take up the oldest matters first.’ 


The difficulties between the Elkhart and Lagrange'” congregations were 
brought up. The matter was turned over to a council of the following ministers: 
Johann Stoltzfuss,'' Penn., Michael Mosiman and Joseph Stucky, Ill, Solomo 
Yoder, Md., and Nicolaus Augsburger and Jonathan D. Zug, Ohio. 


5. In the 1840s Jonathan Yoder and John Esch had served as co-ministers in the Amish 
settlement in Juniata County, Pa. Yoder was therefore personally acquainted with Esch and probably 
a close friend. The latter had been involved in the planning which preceeded this first conference.— 
Shem Zook to John Stoltzfus, Nov. 15, 1861, Stoltzfus Documents, 74. 


6. After the 1862 conference, when Bishop Elias Riehl returned to his home in Buffalo Valley, 
Union County, Pa., he reported to the Union County Star and Lewisburg Chronicle (June 17, 1862) 
that “Preacher Jonathan Yoder of Ill., was president; Preacher John Esh [sic] of Juniata Co., Pa., 
Vice President; and Shem Zook, of Mifflin Co., Secretary.” 


7. The term “Committee” or “Comite” was used again in the 1864 minutes (Proceedings, 1864, 
4) and occasionally in the 1867 and 1868 minutes (Proceedings, 1867, 5, 7, and 9; and 1868, 9, 11, 
12) but did not replace Rath (council) completely in the minutes of these yearly conferences until 
1875. 


8. In all sixteen conferences, 1862-78, there is no record of such objection ever having been 
made. 


9. The “oldest matters” of which Jonathan Yoder spoke are probably those which are introduced 
in the paragraph which follows. The “difficulties between the Elkhart and Lagrange congregations,” 
(1854-57) constituted the “oldest” or earliest regional dispute in what was to become the Great 
Schism. In attempting to stop the course of that schism Chairman Yoder was proposing to deal with 
the oldest expressions of schism first. 


10. The Elkhart and the Lagrange congregations had been one church until the division of the 
mid-1850s. Both centered near the forks of the Little Elkhart River on the western side of Newbury 
Township, Lagrange County, but included members living a little further west across the Elkhart 
County line in Middlebury Township. For further identification of these two congregations see 
Tradition, 316, Note 7. See Proceedings, 1864, 4 and 8, for further reference to “the Elkhart 
congregation” and to “the misunderstandings” between it and the Clinton congregation. 


11. Also on this first day of conference John Stoltzfus wrote to his wife: “My writing was read 
today before the assembled congregation” (letter of 10 June 1862; see Note 1, above). This “writing” 
was probably his “Short Account of the Life, Doctrine, and Example of Our Old Ministers.” See 
Part II, Doc. 2. 


Proceedings — 1862 > 


Johann K. Yoder read a letter from the Lower Pequea congregation 
[Lancaster Co., Pa.] which requested that the proceedings of the meeting be 
made known in writing." 


Afternoon [Session] 


Jonathan Yoder said they should proceed with the business. Levi Miller’ 
said the recommendation to call a meeting of the ministers had not been 
subscribed to by all congregations. In our congregations we did not have the 
opportunity to do so.'* 


There was much quiet conversation among the ministers which the 
secretaries could not understand.'° 


Johann K. Yoder'® asked that those who had insights from the heart 
[convictions] differing from his, to bear with him, as he is always willing to bear 
with others and to welcome them with open arms. 


12. Lower Pequea was Deacon John Stoltzfus’ congregation. As the only attendant from the 
Lower Pequea congregation, he is probably responsible for presenting this request to the conference. 
In response to this request the Proceedings were printed by Johann Bär’s Sohnen in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania. This firm originated with Johann Bar (1797-1858), a descendant of Mennonite 
pioneer settlers in Pennsylvania. His sons Reuben A. Baer (1823-1897) and Christian Rein Baer (b. 
1823) were heading the business when the Proceedings of 1862-1865 and 1868 were printed.— 
“Baer, John,” by I[ra] D. L[andes], ME 4:1061-62; Franklin Ellis and Samuel Evans, History of 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania (Philadelphia: Everts & Peck, 1883), 500-501. 


13. Bishop Levi Miller was clearly the spokesman for the four tradition-minded congregations of 
Holmes and Tuscarawas counties, Ohio. Of the five congregations in that area, only Bishop Moses P. 
(Gross Mose) Miller and his Walnut Creek congregation were change-minded. 


14. It is clear that the Diener Versammlung was intended to include all Amish congregations.— 
Shem Zook to John Stoltzfus, Nov. 15, 1861, Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 20. Nevertheless there are 
equally strong indications that some of the ministers, primarily the more tradition-oriented, had some 
real questions concerning the planning for the conference and the process involved in issuing 
invitations. Levi Miller is asking why the Wayne County ministers had taken the initiative in calling 
this meeting without consulting with the Holmes County ministers and possibly others. 
Dissatisfaction with this process is also hinted at by the conservative Bishop David Beiler of 
Lancaster County who wrote following the meeting that “a general ministers conference was 
considered very necessary by some, but since not all of the people were of this opinion, scarcely half 
of all the ministers in the congregations came together.”’—David Beiler, Eine Vermahnung oder 
Andenken (n. d., 1928), 12.—Translated by John Umble, in “Memoirs of an Amish Bishop,” MOR 
22 (April 1948), 106. 

15. Only a few instances of such irregular conduct is recorded in the minutes of the sixteen 
conferences (1862-78). In the 1863 conference “there was much talking by several ministers” about 
holding local public offices——Proceedings, 1863, 14. In 1864 there was again some discussion 
which the secretaries could not understand.—Proceedings, 1864, 15. 


16. John K. Yoder, bishop of the Wayne County or Wooster congregation (soon to take the name 
Oak Grove), and Bishop Moses P. Miller (Gross Mose) of the Walnut Creek congregation in 
neighboring Holmes County (named in the next paragraph) had stood together in the 1860/61 
confrontation when the remaining four congregations in Holmes and Tuscarawas counties broke 
fellowship with these change-minded bishops. 
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(Big) Moses Miller made the same gesture. He said he would try to put the 
conduct [of the members] of his congregation in line with the desire of others as 
much as he could. 


Levi Miller clarified his position. He said that baptism in water was not the 
reason for their holding back, but rather the ways in which people conduct 
themselves like the world, and because of their refusal to listen to anyone on 
this matter. He sought to call out to men but no one paid any attention to him. 
He said that he was not relying on witnesses [the testimony of others?]. He 
mentioned the following things to which he was opposed: lightning rods, 
likenesses (or photographic pictures), lotteries, large meetinghouses, 
“insurance.” He demanded a reason out of God’s Word that such things are 
right. Christ had been pp. 5] satisfied with insignificant things. He cannot 
maintain fellowship with those [Er kann es nicht mit denen halten] who approve 
of such things. 


(Big) Moses Miller said that at the time when they had withdrawn from 
them,'’ he did not know that there was such a thing as taking a photograph. 


(Little) Moses Miller'® agreed with what Levi Miller said. He said that as far 
as baptism in water was concerned he would not be offended if there were 
nothing else [no other differences]. But it would hardly be comfortable for him 
to carry on with one who administers baptism in water only. He wishes to hold 
to the old [practices] and to stay with that which he had promised. He thinks he 
cannot unite with those who do not want to help reject the new things.'” The 
five churches in Holmes County” must accept [accommodate themselves to] the 
old order; then he will be satisfied. 


17. Gross Mose was probably referring to the division described in Note 19, below. 


18. Little Mose was a nephew of Big [Gross] Mose. Both were bishops in Holmes County. Gross 
Mose was six ft., four inches tall, whereas his nephew was only six ft., two inches tall. See their 
biographies in Part III. 


19. In the years immediately preceeding the 1862 conference there had been considerable 
contention among the Holmes County Amish. David A. Troyer, bishop of the tradition-minded 
Douty congregation in that county reminisced much later (1898) about this quarrel. The quarrel had 
originally been between the Wooster (later Oak Grove) congregation in Wayne County and the 
Holmes County congregations. But when Bishop Mose P. Miller (Big) and his Walnut Creek 
congregation sided with the Wooster congregation the controversy became an intra-county affair. In 
1860-61 the other Holmes County congregations had broken fellowship with the Walnut Creek and 
Wayne County congregations. According to Troyer, the issue at the beginning was over the 
innovation of baptizing in a stream, but he claimed that this in itself would not have caused a 
separation, but rather it was “the works and fruits of those who did not wish to be satisfied with 
baptism in the house any more and with the [other] regulations of our forefathers and who wished to 
falsify the Word of God.” In short it was “the soul-damaging spirit of freedom and God-forbiden 
pride” which had caused the division. Troyer dated the division as in “about 1860 or 1861.”— David 
A. Treyer [Troyer], Ein unpartiischer Bericht von den Hauptumstanden, welche sich ereigneten in 
den sogenannten Alt-Amischen Gemeinde in Ohio, vom Jahr 1850 bis ungefär 1861, wodurch 
endlich eine vollkommene Spaltung entstand [n. p.; n. d., 1898], 4-6. 


20. Little Moses Miller’s count of five Holmes County congregations raises a question. At this 
time there were five congregations in Holmes County, as Moses stated, but there was a sixth 
congregation just across the line in Tuscarawas County which one would suppose he included in his 
calculation. Perhaps he thought of Walnut Creek and Pleasant Valley (only recently divided) as one 


Proceedings — 1862 if 


Joseph Miller’! from Elkhart said that he was in agreement with what had 
been said. But there were other things beside those which have been mentioned. 


Jonathan Yoder urged toleration [Verträglichkeit]. One person should not try 
to rule over another’s conscience. 


(Big) Moses Miller said that the matters mentioned were not the cause of the 
withdrawal. He maintained that the other side had not tried to keep peace with 
them. 


M. Mosiman from the council concerning the misunderstandings between the 
Elkhart and Lagrange congregations reported that the ministers in those 
churches had forgiven each other.” But about the new things, the Elkhart 
people want to take counsel with their congregation.” 


There followed much additional conversation between Abraham Mast“, Levi 
Miller, and (Big) Moses Miller about the differences between the Holmes 
County congregations and the Wayne County congregation.” 


Jonathan Yoder urged very earnestly that they should drop old matters and 
be tolerant [verträglich]. He said that his conviction was different from Levi 
Miller’s about certain matters which Levi had mentioned. The apostle says: 
Bear with one another and forgive each other when someone has a complaint 
against another. 


(Big) Moses Miller felt that love could best be restored only gradually. pp. 6] 
Jonas D. Troyer from Indiana*® admonished very earnestly for peace. Matters 
have been mentioned to which he has no objection. He agrees with the basic 
idea that to forbid something when we have no good reason for it, often does 


t* 


congregation. 

21. Bishop Joseph Miller, who lived east of Middlebury, but across the line in Lagrange County, 
was spokesman for the traditionalists in Elkhart and Lagrange counties in northern Indiana. His 
counterpart on the liberal side was Bishop Jonas D. Troyer, mentioned several paragraphs below in 
the minutes, of the nearby Clinton congregation. 

22. John Stoltzfus, a member of the committee, was quite pleased with this apparent 
reconciliation. He wrote to his wife that “today two congregations that had been divided in Indiana 
were brought together again by the help of 5 [ministers] who were appointed to make inquiry into 
the matter” (Part II, Doc. 3). But it would seem that those involved in this apparent reconciliation 
were a little naive in supposing that a division which John (Hansi) Borntreger has reported as being 
hard and final already in 1857 (Short Account, p. 11) could have been healed so easily. Of course the 
committee report itself indicates that the conservatives remained quite uneasy “about the new 
things.” In any event, no healing of the division in northern Indiana resulted from this ritual of 
forgiveness. A final effort, made in 1864 when the conference met in Clinton Township, Elkhart 
County, Indiana, was equally futile—Proceedings, 1864, 4. 

23. This concern to protect the congregational character of Amish church polity constituted a 
basic difference between the traditionalists and the change-minded leaders of the conference, the 
latter wanting to give the conference some legislative power. 


24. Abraham Mast was a minister in Bishop Gross Mose Miller’s congregation. 

25. For additional information on the Wayne County-Holmes County division see Tradition, 
130-35, 162-170. 

26. Troyer had been the leader of the change minded party in the 1854-57 division in Elkhart and 
Lagrange counties, Ind.—Short Account, 10-12. 
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more harm than good. He is willing to bear with the others and to keep the 
unity [maintain fellowship] with them.” 


Joseph Miller (Elkhart) is afraid to participate in decision making [for] 
perhaps his congregation might not agree to it.” 


David H. Hostetler wants us to try to keep house [maintain discipline] with 
one another in love and to heal that which has been wounded. 


[The meeting was] closed with singing and an admonition and prayer by 
Jonathan Yoder. 


Proceedings of the Second Day—June 10, 1862 


First [there was] singing, and then an admonition and prayer by Samuel 
Yoder.” 


Moses Kaufman from Indiana asked for and received permission to justify 
himself, whereupon he admonished the gathering very earnestly for a time. 


Johann K. Yoder asked whether it were not in order to have his question or 
proposal of yesterday answered. Then a letter from Jacob Schwarzentruber 
(Iowa) was offered and read, which, Moses Kaufman said, expressed his view 
better then he could say it himself. The letter said that he (Schwarzentruber) 
was minded to stay with the articles of faith as they are recorded in the prayer 
booklet;” he is against all innovation. He is against recommending the office of 
full deacon for a [regular] deacon right at the beginning [before he has gone 
through a probationary period of some years]. [He] speaks strongly against 
outsiders [unbaptized young people] sitting in a [congregational] council 
meeting, and against the marriage of near relatives, such as grandchildren [first 
cousins]. He wants to be patient concerning baptism in water if that is what the 
assembled ministers approve.”! 


27. The German expression used here (die Einigkeit mit ihnen zu halten) means to participate 
together in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Such shared participation in a communion service 
was and is the ultimate expression of unity among the Amish.—Tradition, 78. The use of this phrase 
is illustrated in Shem Zook to Deacon John Stoltzfus, Nov. 16, 1868, Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 57, 
and Proceedings, 1872, 11-12. 


28. The polity of the Amish church had been distinctly congregational. As a conservative, Joseph 
Miller was uneasy about taking any authority away from the congregation. 


29. Two Samuel Yoders registered their presence at the 1862 conference. The man by that name 
who opened this forenoon session was probably the full deacon from Bishop Solomon K. Beiler’s 
congregation in Mifflin County, Pa., and not the bishop of the congregation located in the tri-county 
area (later to become the Nappanee area) of Elkhart, Kosciusko, and Marshall counties, whose 
address was Milford, Indiana. The latter, according to the closing minute of the conference, had been 
“down with a heavy fever almost the whole time” of the conference. Then too, it seems likely that 
the small coterie of Mifflin County and Wayne County ministers who had planned this conference, 
and appear to have controlled it, would have chosen one of their own associates for this task. 

30. The articles of faith in the prayer booklet were the eighteen articles of the Dordrecht 
Confession of Faith, adopted in 1632. 

31. Bishop Swartzentruber’s letter to the 1862 conference may be the one dated 5 August 1863, 
on which his great grandson, Elmer G. Swartzendruber, noted that it was addressed “to a conference 
of ministers in Pennsylvania, he being unable to attend in person.”—John Umble, “Catalog of an 
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Johann K. Yoder said the letter was no answer to his question of yesterday.” 


Jonathan Yoder reported that yesterday the “Holmes Countier[s]” agreed to 
bear with one another gradually. The four congregations now want to see the 
fruits first. (p.7) (Little) Moses Miller [representing the five conservative Holmes 
County congregations] wants to see first that the rules and regulations 
[Ordnungen] will be observed by the others. 


Johann K. Yoder observed that earlier the “Wayne Countier[s]” had been 
tolerated by the “Holmes Countier[s]” when their rules and regulations and their 
behavior were the same as now; [so] why can’t the “Wayne Countier[s]” 
[continue to] be tolerated by the “Holmes Countier[s]” just as they tolerate other 
congregations which differ as much or more in their behavior from them as do 
the “Wayne Countier[s]”? 


Moses Kaufman said that he did not think that the congregations had to be 
exactly alike in every detail. 


Johann K. Yoder said that he agreed with them and was ready to make peace. 


(Big) Moses Miller wanted to know what he should say to his congregation 
when he returned home. He defended the idea that at certain times (when 
Christian duties were presented) that young [e.g. unbaptized] people should be 
permitted to sit in congregational council meetings. 


Abraham Mast asked whether they could use the “Wayne Countier[s]” in 
council [intercongregational counseling by ministers] and could serve [exchange 
ministerial services] with them. This was granted. 


Johann Ehsch asked the Holmes County ministers whether they would give 
him and others the freedom to serve [in ministerial services] in their 
congregations. But there was no answer. 


Jonathan Yoder again admonished earnestly for peace. He depicted for them 
the sad situation if they should go home and not bring peace. [He] admonished 
the “Holmes Countier[s]” and others that they should permit ministers from 
other congregations to serve with them.” 


Levi Miller asked for time in order to heal the dissension. 


Afternoon [Session] 


Amish Bishop’s ‘Library’“ MOR 20 (July 1946), 236-37. There is no reference in the 1863 
conference Proceedings to a letter sent by Jacob Schwartzendruber. Perhaps there was a mistake in 
dating or perhaps this is a later copy. Bishop Swartzendruber wrote another letter to the conference 
of 1865, which met in Wayne County, Ohio.—”’An Amish Bishop’s Conference Epistle of 1865,” 
ed. and trans. Harold S. Bender, MOR 20 (July 1946), 222-29. The 1865 letter appears in the Part II, 
Doc. 7. 

32. On the preceding day John K. Yoder had “asked those who had insights differing from his to 
bear with him, as he is always willing to bear with others and welcome them with open arms” (p. 4). 


33. Exchanging ministerial services (preaching, assisting in council meetings and in 
administering the Lord’s Supper, etc.) was of the essence of inter-congregational unity (Tradition, p. 
48). 
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Jacob Knegy brought up the matter of ordaining a bishop [völligen Diener] 
in Joseph Augsburger’s congregation. He said he had nothing against this 
congregation and he was willing to ordain [bestdtigen—confirm] a bishop for 
them. 

A letter from S[olomon] K. Beiler to Jacob Knegy was read in which S. K. 
B. expressed himself as being opposed to ordaining a bishop for that 
congregation and advised to postpone the matter until after the ministers’ 
meeting. A {ps}second letter from S. K. Beiler to that congregation was read, in 
which he wrote against piano playing and other matters.” S. K. Beiler said he 
was sorry to have caused a commotion in their congregation. 


This matter was tabled until the next day. 


34. Joseph Augsburger’s (1816-1896) congregation in Butler County, Ohio, was composed of 
Hessian Amish. These Amish from Hesse-Cassel and Hesse-Darmstadt were surely the most 
acculturated of all the North American Amish at this time. They had come to Butler County in 1833 
after having spent the winter of 1832-33 in Hamilton County. These Hessians “had curtains at their 
windows, rugs on the floors, and musical instruments (in particular the piano brought from Germany 
by the Iutzi family). Their women dared to forsake the bonnets, and the men did not always wear 
hats. They fastened their clothing with modern buttons. They believed in education for their 
children.”—Doris L. Page and Marie Johns, The Amish Mennonite Settlement in Butler County, Ohio 
(Oxford, Ohio; by the authors, 1983), 30. According to Mennonites of Butler County, 29 Joseph 
Augsburger was ordained as a bishop for the Hessian Amish congregation there on February 12, 
1862. Why then was this same congregation asking for the ordination of another bishop only months 
after this ordination? Likely Grubb’s date was wrong, for on February 12, 1863, Shem Zook wrote 
to Deacon John Stoltzfus (Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 27) that, subsequent to the conference of 1862, 
bishops John Schmucker and Jonas [D.] Troyer had gone down to Butler County and ordained a 
bishop “for the Hessians.” The date for Joseph Augsburger’s ordination should probably be quite 
exactly a year later than that indicated by Grubb. This is confirmed by the following evidence. 


On February 11, 1862 Christian Holly, a minister ordained in the Hessian congregation in 1860, 
wrote to a friend: “The strange men (outsiders) promised us favorable furtherance, but now they are 
withdrawing their support and now want to console us that the conference will deal with it. The 
conference is to be held on Pentecost, in Wayne County, Ohio. . . . Sunday the congregation will 
meet at Joseph Augsburger’s (minister). On the 10" the congregation is to decide whether they want 
to wait any longer. For my part I decide against waiting any longer. We have waited long enough. It 
hinders things enough if they are not able to decide to confirm us, they can do it afterwards; their 
delay is a disadvantage to our congregation.”—Christian Holly to Peter Unzicker, Feb. 11, 1862, 
translated by George Unger, in the Peter Unzicker Papers, IMA. However, the congregation seems 
to have waited. In a postscript to this letter dated Feb. 17, 1862, Christian Holly makes no mention 
of any action taken at the service of Feb. 16, 1862. On June 22, 1862, Peter Kennel of the Hessian 
congregation wrote: “We do not have a full minister” (Peter Kennel to Peter Unzicker, June 22, 
1862, translated by George Unger, in the Peter Unzicker Papers, IMA). In 1908 Johanna Kennel 
(1847-1916) wrote that she with William Iutzi, Fred Iutzi, Dan Gingerich, Bertha Kennel, Emilie 
Iutzi, and Anna Schloneger were baptized on Oct. 25, 1863 in the home of John Kennel (“Little,” 
1822-1904) by Rev. Joseph Augspurger. She noted: “We were the Ist to Be baptized by Rev. J. 
Augspurger after his Ordination on Feb. 12, 1863.”—Johanna Kennel, “Family Record of John 
Kennel,” MS 1908, 37 (photocopy in IMA). 

35. Bishop Solomon K. Beiler of Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, had first-hand knowledge of 
conditions in the Amish churches in Butler County, for in the fall of 1861 he and Bishop John Esch 


had been called to Butler County “in order to smooth out some church matters” (Shem Zook to John 
Stoltzfus, Nov. 15, 1861, Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 20). 
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Jacob Knegy said that, with respect to the matter’° between the Champaign 
and Logan congregations, he wanted to abide by the recommendation. He is 
willing to seek after peace provided there is healing therein. He is not willing to 
administer baptism in the house unless he is given example or proof out of the 
Gospel that anyone was baptized in the house. But he wants to be satisfied with 
those who do baptize in the house. 


Johann Werrey said that the misunderstanding between Jacob Knegy and 
them concerned the office of deacon [A/mosenpfleger-Amt]. 


Johann P. König wishes to know whether his calling [deacon’s office] can be 
confirmed; he is willing to submit the matter to a council.”’ 


A council of seven bishops [völligen Dienern] was appointed to examine the 
office of deacon and its duties, namely: Abner Yoder (Glades) Solomo Yoder 
(Md.), Elias Riehl (Buffalo Valley) Moses B. Miller (Conemaugh), Joseph 
Goldsmidt (lowa), Mich[ael] Mosimann (Ill.), and Nicolaus Augsburger (Ohio). 


The matter between the Beechland congregation [Buchenländer] and the 
Canton congregation” came up, but when it was explained that the 
“Cantoner[s]” were willing to turn the matter over to Levi Miller and Moses 
Miller (Little), the Beechland people were satisfied with this.” 


Jonathan Yoder said that those who desired to express their opinion 
concerning the administering of baptism should now take the liberty to do so.“ 


36. This “matter” apparently refers to an on-going dispute between Bishop Jacob C. Kanagy and 
his congregation in Logan County, Ohio, and Bishop John Warye and his congregation in 
neighboring Champaign County. Begun in about 1860, this quarrel continued into the 1880s, even 
though Kanagy himself moved to Missouri in 1866. Attempts by subsequent conferences to settle 
this controversy, including the last meeting of 1878, all failed. —Early Sunday Schools, 17; 
Proceedings, 1867, 9; Proceedings, 1868, 11, 13; Proceedings, 1878, 10-11. For one of the original 
issues in this dispute see note 37. 


37. John P. King had been ordained a deacon for the Champaign County congregation in 1859 
and then was quickly advanced to full or confirmed deacon in 1860. Promotion of a deacon to the 
office of full deacon was accepted procedure in the Amish church at this time—except in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania after the silencing of Michael Schwartz in 1861—but only after serving some 
years as an ordinary deacon.—Paton Yoder, “The Preaching Deacon Controversy Among Nineteenth 
Century American Amish,” PMH 8 (Jan. 1985), 2-9. John Wayre did not approve of this premature 
elevation of John P. King to the office of full deacon. He objected particularly to the frequency of 
King’s preaching.—Early Sunday Schools, 17. When King rose at the conference and asked whether 
it was not appropriate that he be confirmed in his office, he was requesting that the conference put its 
stamp of approval on what Wayre and others alleged to be his premature advancement to full 
deacon. 


38. The “Canton congregation” here mentioned was actually the conservatively inclined Amish 
congregation in the Richville area, a few miles southwest of Canton. 


39. The Beech congregation was predominately change-minded while the congregation at 
Richville (commonly called the Canton church) was more conservative—-Tradition, 135. The 
unsavory Mary Eicher affair may have added to the difficulties between the Beech and the Canton 
congregation.—Joseph Stoll, “An Early Amish Lawsuit, 1861,” Family Life (Aug.-Sept., 1987), 23- 
28. 

40. The question was whether baptism should be administered “with water,” in the house or barn 
where worship services were being conducted, or in a nearby stream with the applicant kneeling “in 
water.” In both instances the mode was by pouring. 
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Thereupon Andreas Rupp [Ropp], Daniel Graber, Jacob Graber, and Johann 
Knegy*! expressed themselves that they were not comfortable with 
administering baptism in water, but they were willing to bear with those who 
did so. Johann Knegy said he could not observe unity [share in the Lord’s 
Supper] with such.” 

Jacob Knegy, S. K. Beiler, and J. K. Yoder defended baptism in water, since 
we have the pattern and example of Jesus for such. 

Jonathan Yoder thought that enough had been said on the question of 
baptism. ip. 9] 

J. D. Troyer said he could forgive those who disagreed with him and observe 
unity [share in the Lord’s Supper] with them, if only they would forgive him 
too. 

A song was sung. 

After this [there was] an admonition and a prayer by Jacob Knegy. 


Proceedings of the Third Day—June 11, 1862 
First [there was] singing, then an admonition and prayer by Abner Yoder. 


Jonathan Yoder said that those ministers who were absent yesterday because 
they were in a council [committee] meeting could now defend their position 
concerning baptism in water. 


Thereupon there was a general discussion by Abner Yoder, Michael 
Mosiman, Solomo Yoder, Elias Riehl, Nicolaus Augsburger, and Isaac 
Schmucker concerning the administering of baptism. Their views varied, but all 
of them wanted to have patience with one another concerning this matter. 


Jonathan Yoder admonished that they have mutual patience with one another 
concerning the administering of baptism. If he has understood them correctly, 
they all want to be content with one another. 


No one voiced any abjection. 


Abner Yoder from the council on the duties of the deacon reported the 
following: 


We consider the deacon’s office as biblical and that the apostles considered it 
necessary. But we find no proof in Holy Writ that there are two [kinds of] 
deacon’s offices. But since, as the apostle says, such men must have a good 
reputation and be gifted with the Holy Spirit and wisdom, it is a proper rule that 
there be a trial period in order to determine with what spirit the deacon is gifted. 
And if the gifts of the Holy Spirit are found in him, then we cannot forbid him 
to work in the Word and in preaching, as well administer the Lord’s Supper and 


41. The attendance roster appended to the conference minutes lists neither Jacob Graber, deacon 
in the Allen County, Indiana, congregation, nor John Knegy, minister in the Neshannock Falls 
congregation (later Maple Grove), in Lawrence County, Pa. Perhaps they merely failed to sign the 
roster. 


42. See note 27 above and Proceedings, 1864, 6. 
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to perform marriages, if he has been ordained [ordineret] by the congregation to 
do so.” fp. 10] 


It was asked whether anyone had any objection to this ruling [Schluss]. 


Since no one had any objections, a vote was taken and the ruling was 
unanimously approved. 


Johann K. Yoder suggested that the matter between S. K. Beiler and Joseph 
Augsburger and his fellow ministers might be adjusted among themselves. 


Joseph Goldschmidt, Iowa, asked what attitude one should take toward those 
who have been cut off from the church. Should one shun them only at the 
Lord’s Supper, or also in every day affairs [in Handel und Wandel]? 


Andreas Rupp, Ill,, answered: If we do not practice avoidance in the natural 
things, we might as well discontinue the ban [Absonderung]. 


S. K. Beiler agrees with Rupp, but does not want to be too strict in observing 
avoidance, but rather to do it in Christian love and with moderation. He 
deplores the fact that the separated ones are often cast out too far. One should 
hate the deed, but not the person.” 


Abner Yoder agrees with that which has been said concerning avoidance. 
Whoever among the Israelites touched a dead person was unclean. Likewise 
whoever does not observe shunning defiles himself with that which has been 
banned. 


(Big) Moses Miller: How is avoidance to be observed in the case of married 
couples? 

S. K. Beiler: There must be no respect of persons. Avoidance is a regulation 
of the apostles. It is to be observed between husband and wife. 


Abner Yoder has the same view; the natural must give way to the spiritual. 


(Big) Moses Miller wishes to have freedom in the application of avoidance to 
married couples in situations where it does more harm than good. 


Abner Yoder says that married couples should not withdraw from each other, 
unless it is by consent of both. Avoidance for married couples cannot be 
observed with advantage unless both agree.” 


Jonathan Yoder was of the same opinion as [Big] Moses Miller. 


After further discussion among Abner Yoder, (Big) Moses Miller, and S. K. 
Beiler, the whole assembly seemed to be pretty much agreed that avoidance 


43. For a description of the office of full deacon see Tradition, 51-54. The role of a full deacon 
was discussed again in the conferences of 1863 and 1864 (Proceedings, 1863, 7-8; 1864, 5-8, 10, 
15). 

44. In making this inquiry Goldschmidt may have been obliquely questioning the very institution 
of shunning, an unusual stance for an Amish minister. 

45. Beiler’s concern was about the undue severity sometimes exercised in the application of the 
ban. Otherwise he mostly supported the traditional use of the ban (Proceedings, 1864, 9). 

46. In a letter to the Conference of 1864 (Proceedings, 1864, 9) Solomon K. Beiler attempted to 
distance himself from this statement which may be taken to relate I Cor. 7:15 to the practice of 
shunning. 
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should be observed without considering the person, except in certain cases [p. 11] 
involving married couples, where it does more harm than good. 


Andreas Rupp [Ropp] and Christian Holly did not agree.*’ 


(Big) Moses Miller said he had received some light on this matter and was 
grateful for it. 

Sem König (Lawrence [Co., Pa.]) asked what to do when a member has been 
put into the ban and another congregation does not honor this ban. His view is 
that all congregations should consider such a person to be in the ban. 


S. K. Beiler agrees with this. 


Jonathan Yoder said that the congregation which has put a member into the 
ban should be consulted before another congregation receives such a person into 
its membership. 


[S. K.] Beiler and [Jonas D.] Troyer want to know [what to do] if one 
congregation has put a person in the ban and another congregation does not 
recognize that he is rightfully put in the ban. Is one responsible to keep such a 
person in the ban? 


It was voted and affirmed with rising [a standing vote] that all actions of 
other congregations should be recognized as appropriate so long as there is no 
clear proof that there has been an unfair judgment. 


J. K Yoder desired advice about a man who, already a long time ago, was put 
into the ban in his (J. K. Yoder’s) congregation, but whom the “Cantoner[s]” 
had received into their congregation after he had confessed his mistake 
[Fehlerbekennen]. 


Abner Yoder: I still consider the man to be under the ban, particularly since 
it has been asserted that he deceived the “Cantoner[s]” in order to achieve his 
purpose. 

It was confirmed with rising that that person remains under the ban. 

Elias Riehl said that a young brother with them had behaved himself 
unseemly and refused to submit to the congregation. Then going to Holmes 
County, Ohio, he put himself under the ban [at that place]. He was received [as 
a member] over there and was given a church letter to go on. Now wasn’t it his 
duty to go back to the congregation which he had left and be reconciled with 
them? Can a church letter be given to someone who has come to them without a 
church letter? 


Jacob Knegy thought that since he had put himself under the ban in another 
church, that was adequate. [p. 12) 


Abner Yoder said one should be reconciled with the congregation where the 
act had occurred before he could be taken in [by the receiving congregation]. 


47. Andrew Ropp was probably in disagreement with the summary statement on shunning 
because he wanted to put the shunning of a spouse on the same basis as any other instance of 
shunning. Christian Holly, of the Hessian Amish, probably wanted to allow only a limited use of 
shunning in congregational discipline, if any at all. 
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Jonathan Yoder was of the opinion that this might not be necessary in all 
cases. He urged that one should forget what is past and try to be more careful in 
the future. But he was willing to hear the counsel of others. He felt entirely, 
however, that they should bear with the young man as a brother. 


It was voted upon and affırmed that no person should receive a church letter 
in one congregation unless a church letter has been brought from the 
congregation from which he or she has come.“ 


Andreas Rupp asked if a bishop [völliger Diener] has the right singly and 
alone to ordain [another] bishop.” 


Abner Yoder does not agree that this may be done with less than two 
bishops. 
(Big) Moses Miller and S. K. Beiler in general agree with that. 


It was then affirmed through rising that not less than two bishops should 
undertake to ordain another bishop. 


Jacob Unsicker and perhaps some others did not agree. 


Jacob Unsicker said that if this was supposed to be a law [Gesetz] he would 
not vote for it. It had been admitted that there was no proof for it in the Gospel. 
I do not want to give my counsel for something for which there is no Gospel 
and which, after a hundred years, might be taken as a model by our children’s 
children. 


It was granted that this should be no law. 


Joseph Goldschmidt inquired whether a bishop should not be ordained 
[bestatigen—confirmed] for Joseph Augsburger’s congregation in Butler 
County, Ohio.” 


Johann Ehsch thought that they ought to be allowed [to ordain] a bishop. He 
thought the ministers who had been there most recently should describe the state 
of affairs.*! 


48. There was extensive discussion concerning the use of the ban and shunning again in the 
conferences of 1863 and 1864 (Proceedings, 1863, 5, 8-10; Proceedings, 1864, 9-10, 14-15). 


49 Andrew Ropp may have been questioning the bishop ministry of John Michael Kistler (1808- 
1876) of the Hessian congregation in McLean County, Illinois. Kistler had been ordained a minister 
in Butler County, Ohio in 1835 and returned there to be ordained as bishop in 1854 by Bishop John 
Miller (1783-1859). Kistler and Ropp came into controversy in Bureau County, Illinois where they 
each provided some bishop services until Kistler joined the Christian Church in 1862.—Steven R. 
Estes, To God Alone Be the Honor! A Short History of the Willow Springs Mennonite Church 
(Tiskilwa, IL: Willow Springs Mennonite Church, 1996), 11-12. 

50. Joseph Goldsmith was familiar with the Butler County situation, for he had been a minister in 
the original congregation there from 1831 to 1835. Following that he had been minister (1835-38) 
and then bishop (1838-47) in the Collinsville congregation (also in Butler County), made up of 
people not wishing to take sides in the division. The division of 1835 between the Hessian Amish 
and the earlier Alsatian Amish settlers had taken place during a congregational meeting in his home 
(Mennonites of Butler County, 13, 28). 

51. Bishop John Esch, along with Bishop Solomon K. Beiler, had visited Butler County in the 
fall of 1861 but, unlike Beiler, was ready to approve the ordination of a bishop in the Hessian 
congregation. 
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Jacob Unsicker said that the two Butler County congregations had earlier 
been together. They had not always been separated as has been intimated 
here.” 


Johann Ehsch said that five ministers had assembled at Joseph Augsburger’s 
congregation and all of them were willing to have Jacob Knegy®™ ordain a 
bishop. ip. 13] 

Johann K. Yoder answered Joseph Goldschmidt’s question concerning the 
ordaining of a bishop in Joseph Augsburger’s congregation. In the first place he 
was concerned that it might cause a disturbance in his congregation, and in the 
second place they had things of which he could not approve. But if another 
wants to undertake to do this, he does not want to forbid him. 


Jonathan Yoder wanted to know why the Butler County ministers could not 
exchange ministerial services [dienen] more with one another. There must be a 
54 
reason. 


The following council concerning the matter of the Butler County 
congregation’s request to ordain a bishop was named: Moses B. Miller 
(Conemaugh), Jonathan D. Zug (New Lancaster), J. D. Troyer (Clinton), Sem 
König (Lawrence), Solomo Yoder (Md.), Abner Yoder (Glades), Elias Riehl 
(Buffalo Valley). 


The proceedings of the day were closed wih singing, and an admonition and 
prayer by Jonathan Yoder. 


Proceedings of the Fourth Day—June 12, 1862 
First [there was] singing, and an admonition and prayer by S. K. Beiler. 


Abner Yoder, on the council concerning the request from Joseph 
Augsburger’s congregation to ordain a bishop, reported as follows: 


Since complaints have been brought against this congregation about the use 
of musical “Instrumenten” and other worldly entertainments, therefore we are 


52. Jacob Unzicker was also familiar with the Butler County situation, for he had lived there 
from 1831 to 1842. At the time of the 1835 division there between the Alsatian Amish and the 
Hessian Amish a third group, not wishing to take sides with either party, formed the Collinsville 
congregation.—Mennonites of Butler County, 12-15; HoT (July 1, 1893), 214. 


53. Jacob C. Kanagy, West Liberty, Ohio, was the logical bishop, by way of proximity, to 
participate in the ordination of a bishop in Butler County. 


54. Jonathan Yoder had personal experience in the difficulties of exchanging ministerial services 
(maintaining fellowship) with the Hessian Amish. In 1853 and 1854 the Hessian Amish in McLean, 
Woodford, and Tazewell counties in Illinois worshipped with the Rock Creek congregation, Yoder’s 
church. Yoder differed with the Hessian Amish in matters of dress and other forms of worldliness. 
He supported the wearing of hooks and eyes on clothing and opposed the use of musical instruments 
in the home. On the other hand the Hessians, led by John Michael Kistler (1808-1876) would allow 
buttons on clothes and the use of musical instruments. He favored a more lenient church discipline. 
In 1854 Yoder set Kistler back from communion and the Hessian congregation in Illinois again met 
as a separate church.—Central Conference, 79. Perhaps Yoder’s question was for the benefit of 
those less familiar with the Hessian Amish, or designed to encourage the latter to be more willing to 
conform to widely accepted Amish standards. 
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not willing, if these complaints are true, to send anyone there at this time to 
ordain a bishop for them.” But if a change for the better takes place and there 
are fruits of repentance, then we will gladly grant permission and will be joyful 
just as a shepherd rejoices over a lamb that was lost and was found again. 


Joseph Augsburger said that one should not attempt to throw a dark light 
over their congregation. He called for proof from P. Schrack” that the ministers 
in their congregation approve of worldly amusements. [p. 14] 


Christian Holly said his hand shall always be offered to others in peace. He 
does not like it that people are always saying that they do not want to have 
peace. The accusations against them concerning games and other vain 
amusements were like those of the serpent who came to Eve—truth mixed with 
falsehood. 


Joseph Augsburger wants to do away with all that is unnecessary. What is 
not according to the Gospel he does not want to have. He wishes heartily that 
others would bear with him as he is willing to bear with others. 


Christian Holly is willing to do away with the piano if he is give clear proof 
that it is wrong to have something like that. 


Abner Yoder, in order to prove that games and other vain amusements are 
wrong, referred to the fiddles and pipes before the flood, that such had been 
found with the children of man, and not with the children of God; that at the 
worship of the golden calf there had been playing; that the dance of the daughter 
of the Jewish King Herod was the cause of the beheading of John the Baptist; 
and that in the case of the dead little girl, the Savior cast out the pipers. We are 
to do away with what is offensive; we may not eat any meat if another is 
angered or offended thereby. 


Solomo Yoder and J. D. Troyer agreed with that which Abner Yoder had 
presented. 


Christian Holly said that though their congregation had a bad name in almost 
the entire land, yet he did not believe that morally their congregation was 
inferior to any other congregation. 


Elias Riehl said that he was willing to let ministers go to them, and if they do 
not find [the conditions] as the accusations say, and if such ministers consider it 
evangelical, then they may confirm a bishop for them.”’ 


55. The use of musical instruments by the Hessian Amish in Butler County, Ohio, was taken up 
again in the 1863 conference (Proceedings, 1863, 16-17. 


56. Peter Schrack was a minister in the Augsburger congregation in Butler County (not to be 
confused with Joseph Augsburger’s Hessian Amish congregation). 


57. Soon after the conference there was a prompt follow-through on this suggestion, so that 
Shem Zook could report to Deacon John Stoltzfus that he had heard that “ministers [actually 
bishops] Jonas D. Troyer and John Schmucker have ordained a bishop for the Hessians. I have been 
told the playthings [musical instruments] have been put away.”—Shem Zook to John Stoltzfus (Feb. 
12, 1863), Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 27. 
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It was decided by a substantial majority that one should advise as much as 
possible against marriage between close relatives and that moderation and 
simplicity in clothing be urged. 

Johann Knegy proposed that every one who wanted to bring a matter before 
the next meeting should do so in writing. 


Joseph Augsburger wanted it to be understood that the fp. 15) ministers in their 
congregation did not approve of luxurious dressing, musical “Instrumenten,””* 
and worldly [üppige] practices. 

It was decided by rising that such matters were not to be permitted. The 
ministers of Joseph Augsburger’s congregation voted with the rest. 


It was decided further that a church-wide ministers’ meeting should be held 
[next year] near Belleville, Mifflin County, Pa., on Pentecost, 1863. 


In the afternoon at | o’clock the meeting was adjourned after a majority of 
the ministers had been together between four and five days.” 


Although no complete uniformity of attitude or viewpoint was arrived at, it 
seemed after all that all were concerned to move hindrances out of the way and 
to promote the well-being of the church, which showed itself in good order, 
Christian moderation, and brotherly behavior.” 


58. In the conference of the following year a Joseph Augsburger, Jr., apparently the Hessian 
bishop, said (Proceedings, 1863, 16) that when he accepted this ruling of the 1862 conference 
against the use of musical instruments he was only disapproving their misuse (Missbrauch). 


59. Attendance of seventy-six ministers may be verified. Seventy-two are named in the roster 
appended to the Proceedings. Two more (Jacob Graber and John Knegy) are mentioned in the 
Proceedings ( p. 8), as having participated in the discussions. And when Deacon John Stoltzfus 
wrote to his wife (see Note 1) he mentioned two ministers as having attended whose names may not 
be found in the attendance list—Michael Schwartz and John Lap. However, Michael Schwartz, full 
deacon, had been silenced in 1861 and was not restored to his office until 1869.—Draft von den 
Amischen Gemeinde in Lancaster County (Kutztown, Pa.: Kutztown Publishing Co., 1950), 5; 
Christian Stoltzfus to John Stoltzfus (March 15, 1869), Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 59. John Lapp 
(1798-1878) had grown up in Chester County, Pa., in an Amish family, moved to Clarence Center, 
N. Y., and joined the Mennonite church. He was ordained as a minister in 1828 and as a bishop in 
1839 for the Mennonites. The names of these two men, therefore, do not appear on the official roster 
of ministers attending the conference. 


60. This positive evaluation was not supported by all of the conservatives. After seeing a copy of 
the Proceedings of 1862 (he did not attend the conference), Bishop David Beiler of Lancaster 
County, Pa., wrote that 


not much was decided as to how it is to be. But many maintained that the beginning of a 
reformation had been made. It seems to me, however, that there is little evidence of it as far as 
my knowledge and information goes. From the printed report of the discussions, it seems to 
me that each was allowed to have his own opinion. It seems to me that they made every effort 
to bear with one another in a conciliatory spirit without coming to the point which was and is 
the real reason for the differing views. ... If we wish to destroy a weed, we must pull it up by 
the roots; otherwise it will just keep on growing. Just so it is with evil in the church. If the 
causes of offence are not put away, then, according to my opinion, no real unity can be 
restored.—Beiler, Vermahnung, 12-13, as translated in “Memoirs,” 106-07. 


In 1898 Amish Bishop David A. Troyer of Holmes County, Ohio who had attended the 
conference wrote: 
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The saddest occurence was the illness of brother and minister Samuel Yoder, 
from Milford, Kosiusko County, Indiana,°' who was down with a heavy fever 
almost the whole time, and could not attend the meetings.” 


[Shem Zook, Sec’y.]” 


The following paragraphs were appended to the printed minutes of the 1862 
meeting. A careful scrutiny will reveal that they were not, and could not have 
been, a part of the original minutes. 


Since it was considered good and constructive at the last general ministers’ 
meeting to hold another such with our congregation at Bellville, Mifflin Co., 
Pa., at Pentecost, 1863, we heartily invite all congregations of the brotherhood 
in the United States and Canada, both near and far, to send at least one or two 
ministers from each congregation to join with us. 


Beloved brethren and sisters and ministers, our desire is to follow the counsel 
of the apostle when he says: Do not let divisions occur among you. Let your 
moderation be known to all people. 


We intend to meet in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may be 
built up on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets, of which Jesus 
Christ is the cornerstone, upon which the whole building fitted together grows 
into a holy temple of the Lord. Upon which you also are built to a pp. 16] dwelling 
of God in the Spirit, until we all arrive in one faith and one understanding of the 
Son of God. To which may God grant us his grace through the precious merits 
of his Son Jesus Christ, Amen. 


Solomo K. Beiler 
Samuel Yoder 

Enoch Zug 

Johannes Hertzler [p. 17) 


Names and Places of Residence of the Ministers Who Were Present 
Jonathan D. Zook New Lancaster Fairfield Co., Ohio 


A short time after the above-mentioned division [in Holmes County, Ohio], most of the elders 
on our side offered to leave it to them that which concerned baptism, in the year 1862, and 
this was at a ministers’ meeting in Wayne County, Ohio.—Ein unparteiischer Bericht, 7. 


61. For the identity of Samuel Yoder of Kosciusko County, Indiana, see note 29. 


62. Here the Proceedings proper for the 1862 conference come to an end. The three paragraphs 
which follow were clearly added when the minutes were printed. They constitute an announcement 
of, and invitation to, the second (1863) annual conference to be held near Belleville, Pa. The 
invitation is signed by Bishop Beiler of the to-be 1863 host congregation and his three ministers. 


63. See note 6 for the evidence that Shem Zook, prominent Amish layman and member of 
Solomon Beiler’s congregation in Mifflin County, Pa., was secretary to the conference. He also 
served as one of the secretaries for the conferences of 1863 (Proceedings, 1863, 3) and 1864 
(Proceedings, 1864, 3). There are indications that he served as a sort of business manager for the 
conferences until 1868 or later—Shem Zook to John Stoltzfus (Nov. 14, 1868 and Nov. 16, 1868), 
Stoltzfus Documents, Docs. 56 and 57; Proceedings, 1868, 12. 
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Jonathan Zook New Lancaster Fairfield Co., Ohio 
John K. Yoder Orrville Wayne Co., Ohio 
Jacob King Orrville Wayne Co., Ohio 
Jacob Troyer Orrville Wayne Co., Ohio 
Christian K. Yoder Madisonburg Wayne Co., Ohio 
Christian Nofziger Smithville Wayne Co., Ohio 
Peter Blaugh Smithville Wayne Co., Ohio 
Jonathan Smoker Smithville Wayne Co., Ohio 
Christian Brandt Smithville Wayne Co., Ohio 
Christian Schanz Smithville Wayne Co., Ohio 
Solomon Zook Smithville Wayne Co., Ohio 
David H. Troyer Berlin Holmes Co., Ohio 
Daniel D. Miller Berlin Holmes Co., Ohio 
Sem Miller Berlin Holmes Co., Ohio 
Jeremiah Miller Berlin Holmes Co., Ohio 
Levi Miller Walnut Holmes Co., Ohio 
Noah Miller Walnut Holmes Co., Ohio 
Moses J. Miller Walnut Holmes Co., Ohio 
Moses H. Miller Winesburg Holmes Co., Ohio 
Samuel Mast Berlin Holmes Co., Ohio 
Moses W. Wenger Schanesville Tuscarawas Co., Ohio 
Peter Peachey Schanesville Tuscarawas Co., Ohio 
Moses Miller Schanesville Tuscarawas Co., Ohio 
Abraham Mast Walnut Creek Holmes Co., Ohio 
William Garber Walnut Creek Holmes Co., Ohio 
Moses B. Miller Johnstown Cambria Co., Pa. 
Abner Yoder Shanesville Somerset Co., Pa. 
Shem King New Wilmington Lawrence Co., Pa. 
Solomon K. Beiler Belleville Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Samuel Yoder Belleville Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Enock Zook Belleville Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Elias Riehl Lewisburg Union Co., Pa. 
Christian Stoltzfuss” Lewisburg Union Co., Pa. 


64. On July 8, 1862, Christian Stoltzfus reported to his brother John Stoltzfus that following the 
ministers’ meeting “distress appeared again among the brethren, but only in part.” The meaning of 
several sentences in his letter is obscure, but there is reference to “Presedent”, “Vice Presedent” and 
“Secretary,” words used in the local newspaper account to describe the organization of the Ministers’ 
Meeting. Possibly those persistent critics in Deacon Christian Stoltzfus’ and Bishop Elias Riehl’s 
congregation were pointing to these secular terms to show how worldly this innovation, the church- 
wide ministers’ meeting, really was. Christian sent John the following clipping from the Union 
County Star and Lewisburg Chronicle, June 17, 1862: 


The First General Conference of the Amish denomination in the United States, was held near 
Wooster, Wayne Co. Ohio, Monday to Thursday of last week. Over seventy of their 
preachers, from 6 or 8 States, and quite a number of private members, were in attendance. 
Preacher Jonathan Yoder, of Ill., was President; Preacher John Esh, of Juniata Co. Pa., Vice 
President;.and Shem Zook, of Mifflin Co., Secretary. Their consultations were principally on 
doctrinal points, and preparation for their next more full annual meeting, which is to be held 


Solomon Yoder 
Joseph Goldschmidt 
Andrew Roop 


Jacob Unzicker 
Michael Mosiman 
Jonathan Yoder 
Joseph Stookey [sic] 
Samuel Yoder 
David H. Hostetler 
Jonas D. Troyer 
John Smiley 
Emanuel Hostetler 
Moses Kaufman 
Christian Miller 
Joseph Miller 
John Yoder 

Isaac Smoker 
Joseph Kaufman 
John Smoker 
Absalom Miller 
Peter Nafziger 
Nicholas King 
John Graber 
Nicholas Augsburger 
Peter Kennel 
Joseph Augsburger 
Christian Hooley 
Peter Schrack 
Joseph Meyer 
John Werry 

John P. King 
Jacob Kenegy 
David Maurer 
Joseph Ramseyer 
Daniel Graber 
John Stoltzfuss 
John Esch 

Jacob Reel [Riehl] 
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Long Green 
Trenton 
Pekin 


Pekin 

Westley City 
Bloomington 
Danverse [sic] 
Millford 
Bremen 
Goschen [sic] 
Goschen [sic] 
Goschen [sic] 
Middleburglsic] 
Middleburglsic] 
Middleburglsic] 
Middleburg[sic] 
Haw Patch 
Haw Patch 
Waupecong 
Waupecong 
Archibald [sic] 
Archibald [sic] 
Chamberlain 
Trenton 
Trenton 
Overpeck 
Monroe 
Monroe 
Monroe 

West Liberty 
West Liberty 
West Liberty 
Paris 

Strasburg 
Canton 

Gap 

Spruce Hill 
Academia 


Baltimore Co., Md. 
Henry Co., Iowa Ip. 18] 
Tazewell Co., Ill. 


Tazewell Co., Il. 
Tazewell Co., Il. 
McClean{[sic] Co., Il. 
McClean[sic] Co., Ill. 


Kosiusco[sic] Co., Ind. 
Marschall[sic]Co., Ind. 


Elkhart Co., Ind. 
Elkhart Co., Ind. 
Elkhart Co., Ind. 
Elkhart Co., Ind. 
Elkhart Co., Ind. 
Elkhart Co., Ind. 
Elkhart Co., Ind. 
La Grange Co., Ind. 
La Grange Co., Ind. 
Miami Co., Ind. 
Miami Co., Ind. 
Fulton Co., Ohio 
Fulton Co., Ohio 
Allen Co., Ind. 
Butler Co., Ohio 
Butler Co., Ohio 
Butler Co., Ohio 
Butler Co., Ohio 
Butler Co., Ohio 
Butler Co., Ohio 
Logan Co., Ohio 
Logan Co., Ohio 
Logan Co., Ohio 
Stark Co., Ohio 
Stark Co., Ohio 
Stark Co., Ohio 
Lancaster Co., Pa. 
Juniata Co., Pa. 
Juniata Co., Pa. 
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in the Kishacoquillas valley, Mifflin Co., commencing the first Monday after the day of 
Pentecost (Whitsunday) in June, 1863. The prayers of the brethren were united for the 
suppression of the Rebellion, and great harmony and brotherly love prevailed. Elias Riehl was 
present from Union Co., Pa., and gives us these facts. The Amish in the Union have rarely if 
ever met together in this manner before, and know too little of each other, as to numbers and 
location; this may be the beginning of measures to make them more efficient instruments for 
good in the world.—Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 24. 


22 Amish Mennonite Ministers’ Meetings 


ip. 19] The following article was appended to the 1862 Proceedings booklet. 
The initials, “S. Z.” at the end undoubtedly stand for Shem Zook who had 
served as secretary to the conference. This identical article may be found in 
George Jutzi’s Ermahnungen . . .an Seine Hinterbliebenen (Somerset Co., Pa., 
1853), 329-36, where the author is indicated as Sam. Zook. Written by one of 
the most knowledgeable man in the Amish church, it probably suggests the 
status and extent of Amish and Mennonite history writing in America. 


ABBREVIATED HISTORY OF THE GERMAN [ANA]BABTISTS OR MENNONITES 


The stricter, or Amish Mennonites took their name from Jacob Amen [sic], a 
citizen of the Amenthal in Switzerland, who in the year 1696 got into 
disagreement with John Heisly and others because of the article on footwashing 
in the confession of faith and concerning avoidance of the excommunicated. 
Jacob Amen believed in a very strict observance of the Dordrecht Confession of 
Faith which had been adopted in 1632 in Holland, while his opponents held to a 
milder interpretation. 

But although the name Amenites [Ameniten] or Amish [Amische] took its 
origin from Jacob Amen, he was nevertheless no founder of a confession of 
faith or a new sect, but rather a defender of a stricter “Construktion” (or 
interpretation) of the articles of faith of the early Mennonites. 


But that the Mennonites were already divided into two factions at the time of 
Menno Simons is as undoubted as it is deplorable, as is evidenced by the 
following gleanings. According to these writers (who are of other sects nad 
therefore must be free of partiality), it appears to be incontestable that the 
Mennonites are, in fact, the descendants of the Waldensens. 


In the large and generally recognized work, “John Hiiber’s State Papers and 
Conversation-Lexicon,” printed in Leipzig in 1795, one finds the following: 
Rebaptizers with a Greek name with the same meaning—Anabaptist—a 
Christian religious party which sprang up right after the beginning of the 
Reformation promoted by Doctor Luther, and which at the beginning consisted 
of secret Waldensens, Hussites, and Wielesites, who already existed in all parts 
of Europe before Luther’s time. [p. 20] 

They found a new leader or a new founder in Friesland in a former Catholic 
priest, Menno Simons, who in 1536 laid down his office and took on the 
position of a preacher with the Anabaptists. Menno traveled under many 
dangers and difficulties in the Netherlands, in Westphalia, and in the lands 
around the East Sea, made converts and led his religious party, which from then 
on carried his name, Mennonites or Mennists, into a better organization. 

At the same time he was not able to bring about a uniformity of belief among 
his brethren in the faith. They divided into two factions, the Coarse [Groben] 
and the Fine [Feinen]. The Fine exercised a very strict church discipline 
[Kirchenzucht] in support of the time-honored [alte] faith and morals. The 
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Coarse came nearer to the Reformed Protestant view, and little by little many of 
them joined the latter. 


One account about the origin of the German [Ana]baptists or Mennonites, 
printed in Breda in 1819 by Doctor Ypeii, Professor of Theology at Gröningen, 
and the honorable J. J. Dermont, chaplain of the King of Holland, taught infant 
baptism. 

This account by Mr. Ward is the subject of various letters from which we 
take several excerpts. 


According to the view of these educated writers, the Mennonites are the 
descendants of the rather purely evangelical Waldensians, who were driven into 
various countries because of persecution, and who in the twelfth century fled to 
Flanders, Holland, and Seeland, at which places they led a simple, exemplary 
life, in the villages as farmers, and in the cities as craftsmen, free of all 
accusations of gross immorality; and confessed to the simplest and purest 
principles, which they gave witness to with pious conversation. 


At this time there were two sects among them. The one was described as the 
Perfect (who had property in common); the others were called the Imperfect. 
By far the majority of the first and all of the latter were surely the best pp. 21) 
Christians which the church has ever seen, and the most desirable citizens the 
state contained. History removes all doubt concerning this matter. 


In the year 1536 their scattered church arrived at a regular church order, 
distinct from all Dutch and German German Protestants, which, until this time, 
had not unified itself into a religious body. This privilege they received through 
the astute administration of a Protestant of Friesland, Menno Simons, who 
earlier had been a Catholic priest. This educated, wise, and talented man was 
chosen by them as leader, so that he through his fatherly efforts might relieve 
them of the accusations which some of them had incurred in the eyes of all 
Christendom. 

This objective was achieved in this way. He got a part of the aforementioned 
so-called Perfect ones into [proper] order, and the remainder he expelled. He 
also purified the religious doctrine of the [Ana]baptists. 


From the above it is clear enough that the Baptists, earlier called Re-baptizers 
or Anabaptists, were originally the Waldensens, of which honor concerning 
their origins they have been credited in church history for a long time. 


Therefore the [Ana]baptists are the only Christian society which has 
continued since the time of the apostles, and which as a Christian society 
preserved the pure teaching of the Gospel through all ages. The perfect, correct 
outward and inward organization of the Anabaptists is a proof of the truth which 
is denied by the Roman church, that the Reformation which took place in the 
sixteenth century was absolutely necessary. It is also a definite refutation of the 
mistaken idea of the Catholics that their church is the oldest. So much for Dr. 
Ypeui and J. J. Dermont. 


Concerning the accusation of the church historian Mosheim, that Menno 
Simons was in secret association or communication with the Münster sect 
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although nothing in the history of Holland has come to light which would justify 
such conclusion, and while Menno Simon’s life, behavior, and teaching belie 
such accusations, and no one who is [p22] acquainted with his complete writings 
and his life can give the least credence to these accusations, we still want to 
quote the witness of another writer of another persuasion. 


The author of the Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge says: There is not a 
shadow of proof for the harmful assertion of Mosheim that Menno Simons had 
any secret communication with the Miinsterites, until he found it convenient to 
strip himself of the pretense. 


Menno Simons was (so says this writer) one of whom the world was not 
worthy. The age in which he lived was of all ages one that was least inclined or 
able to give justice to his name. He expressed views which not only aroused the 
hatred of the Catholics, but which also found little favor with the large sects of 
Lutherans and Calvinists. It is therefore not strange that his behavior was not 
understood and was presented falsely. 


The many and often violent dissensions, not only between the Catholics and 
Protestants, but often among the Protestants themselves, along with the fact that 
the historians [say that the] Mennonites were a sect whose founding the 
Catholics hold responsible for the Miinster uprising, may explain the reason 
why so many untrue accounts and false interpretations have arisen about the 
origins and doctrines of Menno Simons and the Mennonites. Truly Martin 
Luther himself opposed the Münsterites passionately. But since the Lutherans 
were accused by the Catholics of being responsible for the Miinster revolt, and 
the Lutherans could not put the blame on the Catholics, since the Catholics 
teach a low, blind, dumb submission, the Lutherans cast the guilt on the 
Rebaptizers, whereas Menno Simons and the Mennonites had as little to do with 
it as the Lutherans of today have to do with the Mormans; although many, yes 
the majority of those who took part in the Miinster revolt and in the Peasants’ 
War were Catholics and Lutherans, for a Catholic writer asserts that about one 
hundred and thirty thousand Lutherans had been killed in this war. [p. 23} De 
Aubigne reports in his History of the Reformation that in South Germany alone 
about fifty thousand rebels lost their lives in this war. 


After the suppression of this rebellion (says this writer), the dukes and 
regents perpetrated unheard of cruelties and indiscriminately shed the blood of 
the guilty along with that of those who in quietness and submission lived 
according to God’s word. 
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Dirfsfin Caunty, Pemufyloanier. 


Im May, 1863. 
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THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1863 


Proceedings of the Second Annual Ministers’ Meeting of the German 
Anabaptists or Amish Mennonites, Held in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, in 
May, 1863 1.3] 

Proceedings of the second annual Ministers’ Meeting of the German 
Anabaptists or Amish Mennonites held on the 25th, 26th, and the 27¢h of May, 
1863, near Belleville, Mifflin County, Pennsylvania. ' 


Proceedings of the First Day, May 25, 1863 


[There was a] beginning with singing, then an admonition by S. K. Beiler.’ 
Thirdly, prayer. 

Abner Joder was nominated and unanimously elected as chairman. 

Jonathan Joder was unanimously elected as assistant. 

J. K. Hertzler’ and S. Zug [Shem Zook] were elected as secretaries. 


Abner Joder said that he was not inclined to accept this position or to serve in 
it, but since it was the unanimous desire of the assembly, he could think of no 
way of evading it, and felt it to be his duty to submit to this decision. 


Abner Joder was of the opinion that the proceedings should be kept within 
the brotherhood.* At first the majority agreed with this viewpoint. 


Jonathan Joder said: Since we do not want to do anything for which we are 
ashamed, therefore I think the proceedings should be held openly. The Savior 
says: Let your light shine before the people, so that they may see your good 
works and praise your Father in heaven. 


1. The 1863 conference was held in the barn located on the McClay farm one mile northwest of 
Belleville, Mifflin County, Pa. This farm had just been purchased in 1862 by Christian B. Peachey 
(1824-1895) and his second wife, Rebecca Zook (1834-1895). They would also host the 1868 
conference.—John Andrew Hostetler, "The Life and Times of Samuel Yoder (1824-1884)," MOR 12 
(Oct. 1948), 230, fn20; Sanford King, Mifflin County, Pa., telephone conversation with John E. 
Sharp, Goshen, Ind., Aug. 27, 1997. The barn stood until April 11, 1992 when it burned to the 
ground. Years after the sessions were held Rachel Zook (1837-1916) and Phoebe Zook (1842-1917), 
daughters of Shem Zook (1798-1880), remembered witnessing the proceedings from the hayloft. 
They said: "There discussions were many, but the decisions were few!"—John E. Sharp, "In 
Retrospect: Historic Barn Goes Up in Smoke," Allegheny Conference News (July/August 1992), 4. 

2. In a kind of position paper dated Aug. 24, 1862 attributed to Solomon K. Beiler, he said, "I 
hope that all congregations of the brotherhood in the entire land will see the necessity of at least one 
or two of their ministers attending the next church-wide meeting for the improvement of all of us and 
for our blessing and to the honor and glory of God's holy name, now and in eternity."—Stoltzfus 
Documents, Doc. 25. 

3. J. K. Hertzler's full name was Jonathan K. Hertzler (1838-1906), the son-in-law of the other 
secretary, Shem Zook (1798-1880), the latter being a major promoter of the annual meetings. 

4. The proposal that attendance should be limited to Amish church members was probably based 
on Amish practice in congregational council meetings, where only baptized adults were admitted. 
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Joseph Augsburger, Jr., said that if we decide that the proceedings should be 
closed, then we make a law [Geserz]. 


The meeting was therefore conducted openly. 

Abner Joder read a letter from the ministers of the congregation in Canada.° 
[p- 4] 

Abner Joder said that since the congregations in this region [Mifflin County] 
are in disagreement they ought first to try to resolve the matter themselves.° 


Jon[athan] Joder said: Do you want to try to solve the difficulty yourselves, 
or do you want to turn the matter over to a council of 5 to 7 ministers? He 
admonished very earnestly that they should try to arrive at peace. With the 
approval of the ministers on both sides, the following council was appointed to 
resolve the disagreements between the Upper “Kischacoquillas” [congregation] 
on the one side and the Middle “Kischacoquillas”, “Buffalo Valley”, and 
“Tuscarora Valley” [congregations] on the other side: M[oses] B. Miller, 
Solomo Joder, Joseph Stucky, David Mast, Joseph Augsburger, Joseph Keim, 
and John Mast. 


This council withdrew in privacy, accompanied by a number of the ministers 
from the above mentioned congregations. 


Afternoon [Session] 


First [there was] singing, then a chapter was read from the Holy Scripture, 
and then serious admonitions from Jonathan Joder and Abner Joder; then an 
earnest admonition and prayer by Jonas Pitsche. 


The above mentioned council then came before the assembly with the 
following report: 


REPORT 


from the council concerning the disagreements between Abraham Pitsche’s 
congregation and Solomo Beiler’s congregation and others as follows: 


Solomo Beiler and his fellow ministers acknowledge that mistakes have been 
made on their side and ask for patience. Solomo Beiler is willing to come to 
Pitsche’s congregation and to confess to such, and to ask the congregation for 
patience, if such is requested, and to put behind what is in the past. Abraham 
Pitsche asks for time in order to come together, and desires to inform his 
congregation concerning this. He then asks that Solomo Beiler come to them 
and express himself before the congregation. [p. 5] 


5. This letter was entered on pp. 10-13 of the Proceedings. 


6. Just as the first order of business at the 1862 conference had been the schism in northern 
Indiana, so the first order of business in 1863 was the schism in Mifflin County, Pa. Ever since about 
1850 Bishop Solomon K. Beiler of the Middle District in the Kishacoquillas Valley, Mifflin County, 
Pa., and Bishop Abraham Peachey of the Upper District had been quarreling over the issue of stream 
baptism. In about 1859 a second issue, concerning the role of full deacons, separated the two bishops 
still further—Tradition, 127-28, 158-60; Paton Yoder, "The Preaching Deacon Controversy Among 
Nineteenth-Century American Amish," PMH 8 (Jan. 1985), 2-9. 
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They confess on both sides, as far as their immediate persons are concerned, 
to be somewhat upset. A. Pitsche and his fellow ministers are also willing to 
come to S. Beiler’s congregation and state their position if it is requested. S. 
Beiler is willing, with the Lord’s help, to serve baptism in the house if it is 
requested. 


Moses B. Miller noted that the conversations during the investigation were 
thoroughly peaceful and gentle on both sides. Solomo Joder and David Mast 
witnessed to this also. 


Abner Joder said that he considered this to be the most important matter 
which has [yet] come before the assembly, and that if it can be resolved, we 
should heartily rejoice and ask God to grant his blessing on it.’ 


The [following] question came up: If a member of the congregation is put 
under the ban in a correct manner, and [then] goes over to another religious 
denomination [Verfassung], is there a way that the ban can be lifted in such 
cases? 


To decide this the following ministers were appointed: Jonas Pitsche, 
Solomo Joder, Joseph Keim, Sem König, Elias Riehl, Moses B. Miller, John K. 
Joder. 


The council withdrew, and the first day’s work was closed with singing. 
Proceedings of the Second Day, May 26, 1863 


[There was a] beginning with singing, then an admonition and prayer by 
Abner Joder. 


The council on avoidance [shunning] reported that they had not yet come to a 
conclusion. They considered the question to be an important one. They wanted 
to take time to consider the question some more. 


John K. Joder said that there were members in one of the western 
congregations who were as young as 10 or 12 years old when they were 
baptized and who are now troubled [p. 6} because they feel that they were baptized 
when they were too young and ignorant.® If such people cannot be satisfied in 
any other way, may it be done [may they be rebaptized]? 


7. In spite of this auspicious start in the process of reconciliation between Beiler and Peachey, 
there was no follow-through after the conference. Abraham Peachey was dissatisfied with the 
decision he had agreed to there. The division became final during the preaching service one Sunday 
morning. Solomon Beiler was admonishing the congregation. When he referred to stream baptism, 
Peachey, according to the tradition recorded by John A. Hostetler, said, "In God's name, if you don't 
like what we do, go and do as you please."—Hostetler, "Samuel Yoder," 31. The timing of this 
event is somewhat difficult. It is not known whether it preceded or followed the meeting of 
Pennsylvania and Maryland ministers at Pequea on April 20, 1864 where the group agreed to 
essentially the same arrangement as that proposed at the conference: "We will allow Salomon Beiler 
and his fellow ministers to administer baptism in the water, but David Beiler and his fellow ministers 
do not wish the baptism in water."—John Umble, trans. and ed., "Memoirs of an Amish Bishop," 
MOR 22 (April 1948), 114; see also Stoltzfus Documents, Docs. 28, 29, 32, 34, 35. A brief statement, 
summarizing the decisions of Pequea ministers' meeting of 1864, may be found in Part II, Doc 4. 


8. This situation seems to have been current in several congregations. Indeed, it seems almost 
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Abner Joder said that if the baptismal candidates knew what was good and 
bad they were old enough. They should be examined as to why they desired to 
be [re]baptized]; whether they were instructed properly, and whether they had 
the right faith and the right understanding. 

Jonathan Joder said that they had been accused by their consciences. 

Abraham Mast said: There had been a member in his congregation who had 
been baptized in his twentieth year, and when he was past forty he became 
troubled. 

Jonathan Joder said that the ministers should first answer J. K. Joder’s 
question. 

Solomo Joder said: If they were ignorant [when they were baptized], then I 
consider it as though they had been baptized in infancy. One should first 
examine them thoroughly. 

S. K. Beiler and Elias Riehl agreed with Solomo Joder in general. 


Joseph Augsburger, Jr., [said]: This is a strange matter to me. I want to study 
the matter before I come to any conclusion. 


Abner Joder: There are instances where people remained unbaptized until 
they lay sick in bed, and then wanted to be baptized, and it has occurred that 
such have been baptized. I believe it can happen [be done] scripturally, and if 
such become well afterward, they can be instructed. 


Abraham Pitsche: To allow a person to go into the grave with a troubled 
conscience would be a difficult situation. 

Jonathan Joder: Are you satisfied to give each one freedom in this matter, or 
should such, if they cannot be satisfied in any other way, be baptized again? 


It was decided by rising [standing vote] that such persons might be 
rebaptized if they could not be satisfied by thorough consultation. jp. 7 

Abraham Mast’s question came up again. A. Mast asked: What is one to do 
in the instance I reported if they cannot be comforted? 

Jonathan Joder thought that if such could not be set at rest in any other way, 
then one might rebaptize them. 

Abner Joder: I would advise in such instances to take the counsel of the 
congregation, and with that settle the matter. He has seen cases already in 
which baptism has not set the mind of the dying one at rest. There are often 
other reasons for their unrest. 

Abraham Mast: Could [differing interpretations of] the matter be tolerated 
without giving any offense? 

S. K. Beiler: I would be concerned that if I did something like that it might 
cause discord in my congregation. I cannot give my support to such procedure.’ 

Jacob Riehl agreed with S. K. Beiler. 


identical to the situation in Henry Egly's congregation in Adams County, Indiana in 1865. See 
Proceedings, 1865, note 6. 


9. Beiler seems to be rejecting re-baptism under any circumstance. 
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Duties of a Deacon [Almosenpfleger] 

Abraham Mast asked: May a full deacon [völlige Almosenpfleger] be allowed 
to take his turn with the other ministers, working in the Word and in 
preaching?'” 

S. K. Beiler: It is not my understanding that such should happen. I do not 
favor it [such procedure], but I will be patient in this matter. !' 


Abner Joder said that such ministers should have the opportunity to preach 
from time to time under circumstances in which it may be considered edifying, 
but that they should not take [regular] turns with the other ministers. They 
should not be held equal with the bishop [Aeltesten Diener], much less superior 
to such. They should serve in emergencies. 


S. K. Beiler: I believe it is the duty of the full deacon to serve at the 
communion table. 


Samuel Joder said: In considering the office [of full deacon] I understood 
that it my duty to administer the “Ceremonien” only in emergencies, and 
otherwise to preach in the congregation when and if the ministers consider it to 
be constructive. But one needs opportunities to serve. Otherwise one finds 


himself inept and incompetent in emergencies.'? (p. 3] 


John Esch: It should be understood concerning the office of full deacon that 
ordinarily he can labor in the Word and in preaching when his fellow ministers 
deem it appropriate, but he is to administer the “Ceremonien” only in 
emergencies. 


It was decided by rising that the confirmed [bestätigte, or full] deacon should 
ordinarily labor in the Word and in preaching when he is called to do so by his 
fellow ministers, but that he should perform the “Ceremonien” only in 
emergencies. 


Marrying outside the Denomination 


Jonathan Joder posed the question: If a member of the congregation has been 
put in the ban because of marriage outside the denomination, may such person 
be taken back into the congregation again without his spouse joining our 
church?” 


10. See note 6 for additional commentary on the preaching deacon controversy. 


11. S. K. Beiler's statements with respect to the role of a full deacon are puzzling, for his own full 
deacon—his own son-in-law—was one of those accused of preaching more than was appropriate for 
a man holding that office —Yoder, "The Preaching Deacon Controversy," 6-9. 


12. The speaker, Samuel Yoder, was himself a full deacon and the object of much criticism 
because of his active ministry in the congregation of his father-in-law, Bishop Solomon K. Beiler. 
Another full deacon who was facing similar criticism at this time was John P. King, of West Liberty, 
Ohio. 


13. This question had been answered firmly in the negative in the Discipline of 1837 adopted by 
the Somerset County, Pa., congregations —Early Disciplines, 94. Jonathan Yoder may have already 
been concerned about the relationship developing between his own daughter Anna (1840-1914) and 
William Heins (1834-1874), a Roman Catholic. Tradition says that Anna was excommunicated when 
she married William. However, the records of Joseph Stuckey show that he married William "Hans" 
and Anna Yoder on Oct. 1, 1865. Five Amish ministers conducted the funeral services for Heins on 
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The following council was appointed to resolve this question: Joseph 
Augspurger, John Stoltzfuss, David Hertzler, Joseph Stucky, Christian 
Stoltzfuss. 


Abner Joder read a letter from Fulton County, Ohio, from Jacob Nafziger, 
containing a certain question, to which the unanimous counsel of the assembly 
was: That congregation should call for ministers of other congregations to 
examine their circumstances.'* 


Solomo K. Beiler was charged with telling that congregation without delay 
what the counsel of the meeting was. 


Meeting Houses 


Solomo K. Beiler asked: May meetinghouses be tolerated according to the 
Gospel?'® 

Jonathan Joder said: In our congregation (McLean County, Ill), a 
meetinghouse was necessary because our congregation is large and the homes 
are small. He believes that in no way are meetinghouses against the Gospel, for 
the Savior preached in the temple and in the Jewish synagogues, on the 
mountain, and wherever he had an opportunity.’® [p. 9) 


Johann K. Joder said: In our congregation (Wayne County, Ohio) [we now 
have a meetinghouse] because the houses were too small, and because there was 
complaint on this account." 


Jonathan Joder: I find better order in the meetinghouses and less frivolity 
than when the meeting is held in homes. Also one has a better opportunity to 
instruct the candidates for baptism in such a house. 


Dec. 27, 1874.—William B. Weaver Notes, North Danvers Mennonite Church, Danvers, Ill., record 
the traditions concerning the excommunication; see also Central Conference, 240 and HoT (Feb. 
1875), 30. 


14. Perhaps the problem related to Jacob Rupp. A year later he is clearly the center of a 
controversy in the Fulton County, Ohio, congregation.—Proceedings, 1864, note 7. It is also very 
possible that the "certain question" dealt with the inroads of the Church of God in Christ, Mennonite, 
among the Fulton County Amish. Just at this time John Holdeman (1832-1900), who had started his 
own church among the (Old) Mennonites in Wayne County, Ohio, visited Fulton County, Ohio. In 
June, 1863, Marcus Seiler (1833-1897), a minister of the Amish congregation, was converted by 
Holdeman, baptized and ordained to the ministry of the Holdeman church. He was the first 
Holdeman member in Fulton County. This was the beginning of the Pettisville congregation which 
hosted the first communion service for the Holdeman people on Nov. 6, 1865, and the first 
conference in October, 1868. By 1875 there were sixty-one ex-Amish, including four former Amish 
ministers, in the Church of God in Christ, Mennonite. Christian Beck (1798-1882), the first Amish 
minister in Fulton County, was interested in this group, but never joined it.—Clarence Hiebert, The 
Holdeman People: The Church of God in Christ, Mennonite, 1859-1969 (South Pasadena, Calif:: 
William Carey Library, 1973), 186-187, 529-530; Out of the Wilderness, 63-65. 


15. Concerning meetinghouses as an issue in the Great Schism in the Amish church see David 
Luthy, "Amish Meetinghouses," Family Life (Aug/Sept. 1981), 17-22. 

16. The Rock Creek congregation, of which Jonathan Yoder was bishop, built a meetinghouse in 
1853. 

17. John K. Yoder's congregation built a meetinghouse in 1862. 
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Abraham Mast: With us (Holmes County, Ohio) we feel that a meetinghouse 
is for the good." 

Jonas Pitsche has nothing against congregational houses where they are 
necessary, but he does not think they are necessary everywhere. 


Abraham Pitsche will agree to meetinghouses where such are necessary, but 
is not in favor of having them in this area [Mifflin County]. 


Afternoon [Session] 


After a song had been sung, Abner Joder read the report of the council 
concerning marrying into other denominations. When something was said 
against the report, Abner Joder read what it says in the Martyrs Mirror” 
concerning the position of the forefathers [on this matter. Then] a requested 
change was made in the report and then it was unanimously accepted as follows: 


The report of the council concerning the restoration of a member who has 
been put in the ban because of marriage outside of the denomination. 


We find no ground in the Gospel to reject anyone who stops sinning and 
comes and demonstrates the righteous fruits of repentance.” 


A letter from Charleston, Lee County, Iowa, concerning outward conduct 
was read.”! 


The counsel of the assembly was that those whom it concerned should yield. 
A letter was written to them and signed by a number of ministers. The main 
content of the letter is: Though there is no definite word to forbid such, yet Holy 
Writ teaches us that we should seek after those things which are for the 
improvement of the church (I Cor. ip. 10) 14), so that our freedom may not 
become a stumbling block to the weak. In accordance with I Peter, Chapter 3, 
adornment is not to be on the outside. In I Tim., Chapter 2, we read that 
adornment should not be with braids, or gold or pearls, or costly garb. Our 
example, Christ, was gentle and lowly in heart. 


The council concerning the avoidance of such who have justly been put in 
the ban and then go to another denomination reads as follows: 


18. Walnut Creek's first meetinghouse was built in 1862. 


19. The Martyrs Mirror quotes three Dutch confessions of faith (1627, 1630, 1632) concerning 
the marriage of believers only with believers (1950 edition, 31-32, 36, 37, 42). 


20. This report sounds ambiguous, for to cease from sin in this instance could have meant to 
separate from the non-Amish spouse. Perhaps the ambiguity was intentional, although the committee 
was composed largely of the more liberal element. 


21. The Amish settlement near Charleston, Lee County, Iowa, was begun in the 1840's, with a 
congregation organized in 1845. By 1863 the congregation was faltering after minister John P. 
Schmidt (1820-1904) moved to Liningston County, Illinois and would dissolve by 1870. There was 
no resident minister until Peter Tschantz (1819-1885) was ordained as a minister on June 3, 1866 in 
the home of David Fordemwalt (1828-1881) in Lee County by John Yoder (1825-1906), Nicholas 
King (1814-1896), Jacob King (1811-1891), and Joseph Stuckey (1826-1902).—Joseph Stuckey, "A 
Visit to the Churches in Iowa," HoT (July 1866), 56. Joseph N. Keim, a conservative, was the only 
Iowa minister to attend the 1863 meeting. He may have brought the letter with him.— Mennonites in 
Towa, 46-56. 
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Report of the Council appointed to investigate whether a way can be found to 
discontinue the shunning of such who have justly been put into the ban by our 
denomination, and who then join another church, is as follows. 


We consider avoidance as an evangelical and apostolic ordinance, and that 
those who have been justly been put under the ban are to be shunned, even if 
they have gone to another nonresistant church, unless they have first shown true 
repentance, remorse, and sorrow with humble hearts and upright behavior and 
have first reconciled themselves with the congregation which he or she left. 


Upon request the letter from Canada was read to the assembly once more and 
runs as follows: 


Baden, Waterloo County, West Canada; May 8, 1863 


Grace, peace, and mercy from God, the heavenly Father, the love of Jesus 
Christ, together with the supporting power of the Holy Spirit we wish to all 
brothers and sisters and ministers and bishops [Aeltesten] to whose ears this 
insignificant letter comes, and who are standing with us in the same faith and 
hope, and who are eager to follow the doctrine of Christ with a true heart, a 
heartfelt greeting. It is our desire that you remember us in your prayers 
according to the counsel of the apostles, as we also are responsible and minded 
to do [for you] in our poverty. 

Further, to get to the purpose of our letter: Year before last we received some 
proposals concerning the ministers’ meeting. Also some of the Proceedings 
booklets [of the 1862 meeting] were [later] sent to us, in which we also are 
invited to attend the next meeting. But whether ip. 11) anyone will go is still 
uncertain. We therefore propose to describe our position [to you] a little in 
writing. 

We want to say with the Apostle Paul, I Cor. 1:10: I admonish you dear 
brethren in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same 
words, and let there be no dissension among you, but rather hold fast to one 
another in singleness of thought and mind, etc., as each one can read and ponder 
for himself. We are in complete agreement with you, to remain with the articles 
of faith as they are stated in the prayer booklet and also in the Martyrs Mirror.” 


Concerning baptism, we are still [satisfied] with that with which our fathers 
were satisfied, that is, pouring in the houses or wherever it is the most 
convenient. We are perfectly agreed with that which Paul says, that no one is of 
importance, neither the one who plants nor the one who waters, but only God 


22. The settlement of the Amish in Ontario was precipitated by the visit of Christian Nafziger 
(1776-1836) there in 1822, and began with the first settlers in Wilmot Township in 1824. The 
congregation organized immediately with the arrival of Joseph Goldschmidt (1796-1876), John 
Brenneman (1766-1848), and Jacob Kropf who were ordained as ministers and a deacon by John 
Stoltzfus (1776-1857) in Pennsylvania as they made their way from Europe to Ontario. This letter to 
the assembled ministers came from the original Wilmot congregation, although by this time three 
other congregations had organized: East Zora (1837), Blake (1849), and Wellsley (1859).—Amish of 
Canada, 29-30, 203-208. 


23. These articles of faith were the eighteen articles of the Dordrecht Confession of Faith, drawn 
up in The Netherlands in 1632. 
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who gives the increase and growth. Peter says, I Peter 3:21: It is not the 
removal of dirt from the body, but the answer of a good conscience toward God. 
Christ said to his apostles: John baptized you with water, but you shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit. 

If we, through the grace of God, can get so far as to rightly attain the inner 
spiritual baptism, then we hope that we do not need to be concerned about the 
outer baptism with water for, according to our viewpoint, we do not have any 
Scripture or clear word that it is supposed to take place either in water or out of 
the water. Our view is that everything that is necessary for our salvation is 
stated clearly enough in Holy Writ. We want to be patient with those who 
approve of baptism in water. But if anyone should make a law [Gesetz] that 
baptism is to be performed no other way than in water, with them we cannot be 
in agreement, and likewise neither with them who would make a law to perform 
it in no other way than out of the water. The apostle says: Where the Spirit of 
God is, there is freedom. We have no commandment that it should take place 
either in water or out of the water. The water is of no use to us for salvation if 
ip. 12] the other necessary things should be lacking. For we can be saved only 
through the grace of God and the precious merits of Jesus Christ. It is therefore 
our admonition to all who want to walk in the footsteps of Christ to make every 
effort thereto, as Paul says: Strive after peace with everyone and holiness, 
without which no one will see the Lord. The Savior says: Thereby will 
everyone know that you are my true disciples, if you have love one with 
another. It would be our wish that the dear Lord might give his blessing thereto, 
that the division might be healed again, and that everything might redound to 
the glory of God, so that a genuine, true peace, which can stand before God, 
might be established.” For we believe that a heavy responsibility will lie upon 
those who are the origin and cause of dissension and divisions, since Holy Writ 
admonishes us so much and so earnestly to peace and unity. 


Furthermore, we are agreed with what it says in the Proceedings booklet 
about lightning rods, taking pictures, and other things mentioned therein, which 
will not be found with true disciples of Christ. We may not put our trust in 
people, but [only] in God, for if the Lord did not guard the house, then all 
human efforts would be in vain. We should at all times put our trust in God 
with our whole heart, and take our refuge in Him, for the Redeemer says: 
Without your Father’s will, no hair will fall from your head. Why should we be 
moved to turn to such useless things which, according to our understanding, 
cannot be pleasing to God? Therefore let us hold fast unto God and His holy 
Word at all times. 


Concerning avoidance, it is our understanding that it must be practiced 
without regard to the person. For the spiritual marriage which we have made 
with our heavenly bridegroom has first place, and the natural must yield to the 
spiritual. We therefore cannot see that any exception can be made. 


24. Among the several contemporary inferences and assertions which were made concerning the 
original purpose for meeting in yearly conferences, this statement most clearly assumes (or accepts 
the fact) that the objective was to heal the growing division in the Amish church. 
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Concerning piano playing, together with all other enticing amusements 
[Ergötzlichkeiten], we cannot agree, according to our understanding of Holy 
Writ, that such can be allowed in the church of God. The Savior promised his 
ip. ı3) disciples nothing but cross and sorrow. He says: I will grant you the 
Kingdom of God as it has been granted to me. Whoever is rightly acquainted 
with His teaching will understand what He chose as His portion. We cannot 
remember that such things have been approved by our ancestors at any time. 
We should find our enjoyment and satisfaction in prayer and in God’s Word, for 
through it we can receive comfort. Therefore we cannot agree with those who 
approve of, or support such things, even if they do not have them themselves, 
and we could have no more patience with them than with those who have such 
themselves for, according to our conviction, it is contrary to the mind of Christ. 


Concerning outward conduct, it is our position that we should at all times 
join with the lowly, for everything that is exalted among people, that is an 
abomination before God, be it in word or deed. We are to adorn ourselves with 
discipline and virtue and godly living, for true abasement befits our poverty 
very well. Our conviction is that if people have a truly humble heart, nothing 
high will make its appearance, whether it be in the decorating of houses, in 
beautiful carriages, or in the wearing of garments. But with [self-]restraint let 
us truly serve God, and strive earnestly and zealously to save our souls, for 
Christ says that we cannot serve two masters. For whoever would be a friend of 
the world is God’s enemy. 


We now intend to close this insignificant, simple writing with the hope that it 
might be received and considered in love, for it has happened [been written] in 
true love, for love always interprets everything for good. 


We therefore commit ourselves and you to the care and the gracious hand of 
God. May He keep us all in the true saving faith and grant us all His grace, that 
we might do His holy will as it is pleasing to Him, as we want to do in our great 
poverty and weakness, according to our meager understanding, and all this 
through the grace of God and the precious merit of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Peter Litwiller” 
Johannes Gascho” 
Christian Wayler [Wagler]? fp.14) 


The assembly expressed their thanks unanimously to the ministers and 
brethren in Canada for their friendly and Christian communication. But since 
there are some differences of opinion concerning some matters, we invite the 
ministers from Canada to attend our next annual meeting. 


25. Peter Litwiller (1809-1878) was the bishop in the Wilmot congregation in Ontario. He had 
been ordained a minister in 1845 and a bishop in 1850.—Amish of Canada, 41, 204. 

26. Johannes Gascho attended the ministers' meeting in 1865. See his biography in the 
biographical section. 

27. Christian Wagler (1810-1887) had been ordained a minister in Europe and came to the 
Wilmot congregation in 1848.—Amish of Canada, 204. 
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The question came up: How shall one behave toward such ministers who 
help to decide a matter, but afterward do the opposite?”* 


S. K. Beiler said: Such a thing cannot be tolerated. To approve of such 
would ruin the effect and the results of our [ministers’] meeting rulings 
[Beschlüsse]. What would be the use of our coming together, if afterward we 
overthrow what we have decided? I cannot be satisfied with those who do so, 
unless they make their peace with the conference. 


Abner Yoder and J. K. Yoder agree with S. K. Beiler. 


The assembly expressed by rising that they were not satisfied with such 
ministers until they provide further explanation.” 


Serving in [Worldly or Secular] Offices 


Abner Joder warned against running for [political] office and serving in such. 
If we avoid this, we will avoid much hate and ill will from the office seekers. 
We ought to refrain from this especially during this time of war,” since office- 
seeking is also not according to the example of the Savior. 


Jonathan Joder agrees with Abner Joder. He thinks it very unseemly for 
someone who professes to be nonresistant in faith to go to political meetings 
with a big mouth. 


Joseph Stucky said that he has an office (Road Commissioner) that he had 
received without knowing about it or desiring it. And now he has to administer 
it or pay a fine. He desires no office. He has enough worries without looking 
for such offices. 


At this point there was much talking by several ministers about duties in the 
township, the county, and the military offices. [p. 15) 


It was decided unanimously that all criminal and military jurisdictions 
[Gerichte], and those in which [the use of] force is required, should be viewed 
as forbidden. 


The day’s proceedings were then closed with an admonition by Joseph 
Stucky and a prayer by Johann K. Joder, and finally with singing. 


Proceedings of the Third Day; May 27, 1863 


First [there was] singing, and then an admonition by Joseph Augsburger, Jr., 
and a prayer by Moses B. Miller. 


28. Judging by the apologies which bishops Jonas D. Troyer and Isaac Schmucker made in the 
next (1864) conference, it was they who were charged with having voted one way and afterward 
doing the opposite. The violation concerned advancing a deacon too quickly to the office of full 
deacon without providing time for an adequate probationary period.—Proceedings, 1864, 5-6. This 
ruling had been made by the 1862 conference. 

29. Clearly the conference body was disciplining Troyer and Schmucker (see note 28). On the 
first day of the next (1864) conference they apologized for violating the 1862 ruling. The delegate 
assembly then formally accepted their apology, but cautioned against any further disregard for that 
ruling.—Proceedings, 1864, 5-6. 


30. This is one of the few direct references to the Civil War (1861-1865) in the Proceedings. 
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Abner Joder read a letter from J. D. Troyer which contained an invitation to 
hold next year’s meeting in the vicinity of Goshen, Elkhart County, Indiana. 
The writer apologizes for the complaints which have been brought against him 
and one minister and asks for patience.' 


The letter to the Lee County, Iowa, congregation was read to the assembly 
and unanimously approved. 

Abner Joder asked: Should likenesses (photographic pictures) be permitted? 

J. K. Joder, Jonathan Joder, S. K. Beiler, Solomo Joder, and Jonas Pitsche 
spoke against it. 

D. J. Zug said that it is forbidden in the Ten Commandments. 

Sem König thought they should not be tolerated. 

Abner Joder: According to the Ten Commandments we are not to make any 
likeness or image. These are God’s and not man’s commandments. 

Joseph Keim is in complete agreement with what has been said against 
pictures. 

Joseph Stucky and M[oses] B. Miller also spoke against them. 

Abraham Mast said that they had been in their congregation, but they had 
rejected them. [p. 16] 

It was decided almost unanimously that they want to reject this thing.” 

Christian Holly has nothing against such pictures, but he is willing to bear 
with others, if they will bear with him. 

S. K. Beiler asked: May a brother in the congregation be permitted to enroll 
in the militia?” 

It was decided unanimously to consider this as forbidden. 

It was further decided that no church member should be allowed to serve in 
the war as a teamster. 

Joseph Augspurger said that the matter which he had intended to bring 
before the assembly had [already] been treated, which makes it unnecessary to 
bring up his question. 

Abner Joder posed the question: How shall one consider those who go over 
to another denomination [religidsen Verfassung] without having committed any 
immorality? 

To decide this matter the following council was appointed: Joseph Keim, 
Jonas Pitsche, Samuel Joder, Solomo Joder, Sem König, Elias Riehl, M. B. 
Miller, Joseph Augspurger. 


31. Troyer may be apologizing by letter for violating a decision of conference. The other minister 
was quite certainly Isaac Schmucker. See note 28. 

32. When the question of photographs was raised again in the 1876 conference it was answered, 
after considerable discussion, by affirming the conference decision of 1863.—Proceedings, 1876, 
13-16. 

33. See Mifflin County Amish, 137-144 for a discussion of Civil War military service among the 
Amish in S. K. Beiler's home area. 


38 Amish Mennonite Ministers’ Meetings 


Afternoon [Session] 


After the singing a minister arose and confessed to a mistake [Fehler], and 
asked for patience because he, although he meant well, was responsible for 
some incorrect assertions about last year’s ministers’ meeting which got into the 
public press.” 

S. K. Beiler brought up the matter of last year’s Proceedings concerning 
musical instruments. 


Joseph Augspurger, Jr.,° defended musical instruments if they are not 
misused. He explained that at last year’s discussion he had spoken of the 
misuse of musical “Instrumenten.” 


Jonathan Joder: All use of such instruments is improper. It is true that we 
read in the Old Testament that Miriam sang and went ahead of the women with 
a timbrel. God commanded Moses to make two silver trumpets for the worship 
of God [Gottesdienst], which I understand is a symbol of the pp. 17) two 
testaments. I recognize that the literal law was a symbol of the spiritual reality. 
David played the harp in order to cast out the evil spirit from Saul. 


But in the New Testament Paul says: Sing and play to the Lord in your heart. 
Now someone prove to me that the Savior or his apostles played musical 
“Instrumente” at any time, or commanded to use them. 


It was decided that the use of musical “Instrumenten” is not to be allowed. 


It was decided that if a congregation has in mind to bring a question to the 
next annual meeting, such congregation shall send a minister, or if that is not 
possible, a lay brother, instead of just writing [a letter] to the gathering.*° 


The council [appointed to consider] those who leave our denomination 
without any immoral conduct, and go to another nonresistant denomination, was 
released at their own request, since they could not come to any ruling [Schluss] 
due to the variety of opinions. 


The motion was made and carried by a majority vote that the next annual 
ministers’ meeting should be held near Goshen, Elkhart County, Indiana.*’ 


34. Probably the minister involved was Elias Riehl.—See Proceedings, 1862, note 63. 


35. There were three ministers named Joseph Augspurger who were a part of the Butler County, 
Ohio settlement. See their biographies in Part III. It seems clear that Joseph Augspurger who 
attended the 1862 meeting was the minister from the Hessian congregation and the minutes of that 
year give his address as Overpeck, Butler County, Ohio. This is the address given for Joseph 
Augspurger, Jr., in 1863, 1864, and 1866, so it seems clear that the Hessian Amish minister was 
called Joseph Augspurger, Jr., to distinguish himself from his father, as customary, and not to 
indicate a relationship with the Joseph Augspurger, Sr., who attended the 1864 meeting. The Joseph 
Augspurger, Trenton, Butler County, Ohio, who also attended the 1863 meeting could have been 
either of the ministers from the Augspurger congregation—likely Joseph Augspurger (1806-1864) 
since he had no designation added to his name. The Joseph Augspurger, Sr., attending the 1864 
meeting from Trenton, Butler County, Ohio, could only be Joseph Augspurger (1818-1887), of the 
Augspurger congregation, since the older Joseph Augsburger (1806-1864) had already died in 
January, 1864. 


36. The ministers had dealt with three major letters at the session of 1863: from Canada (pp. 3, 
10-14), from Fulton County, Ohio (p. 8), and from Lee County, Iowa (pp. 9-10). 

37. Bishop Jonas D. Troyer, of the Clinton congregation, Elkhart County, Indiana, had requested 
earlier (p. 15) that the conference meet in the Goshen area in 1864. 
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In closing the assembly was emphatically admonished by Abraham Mast, 
Joseph Keim, Sem König, and then an admonition and prayer by Abner Joder, 
and finally, singing. 

Toward evening the meeting was adjourned after a three-day session, which 
was held in Christian harmony, gentleness, modesty, and love. 


Probably the report of the secretaries—Shem Zook and J. K. Hertzler—ends 
here, or possibly at the end of the following paragraph. What follows is clearly 
an addendum added by the 1863 moderator and his assistant, exhorting to unity 
and calling on all Amish ministers to attend the 1864 conference. 


Since through the grace and compassion of God various difficulties have 
been cleared away, and a good part of the divisions brought into such a state 
that there is hope for healing, therefore we are indebted to the highest degree to 
the Giver of all good gifts, to thank Him for His rich blessing and unmerited 
grace, and to implore Him zealously for His future help and assistance through 
the merits of the Redeemer, that we might walk according to the counsel of the 
ip. 13] apostles, Romans 15:2: But each one of us should please his neighbor for 
good, for improvement. Romans 12:2: Outdo one another in showing honor. 
Heb. 10:24: And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works. I John 1:7: But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanses us 
from all sin. 

As it was noted in last year’s Proceedings, so also in this year’s.”° Since it 
has been accepted as desirable to have another ministers’ meeting at Pentecost, 
1864, in the vicinity of Goshen, Elkhart County, Indiana, we again invite all 
congregations of the brotherhood in the United States and Canada that at least 
one or two ministers from each congregation meet with us. 


Beloved ministers, brethren and sisters, our desire is to follow the counsel of 
the apostle when he says: Let there be no divisions among you. Let your 
gentleness be known to all men. 


We plan to gather together again in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
order that we may be built up on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, of 
whom Jesus Christ is the cornerstone, upon which the whole building fitted 
together grows into the holy temple of the Lord. Upon which you too are built 
into a dwelling of God in the Spirit, until we all come together in one faith and 
in one understanding of the Son of God. Towards which may God grant his 
grace through the precious merits of His Son, Jesus Christ, Amen. 

Abner Joder 
Jonathan Joder 


[p. 19] 


38. The printed proceedings obviously served as an important communication tool. Shem Zook 
was in charge of making the printing arrangements, at least in 1863 and 1864. In 1863 five hundred 
"program booklets" were printed at a cost of $20.00, but at the 1864 conference the complaint was 
made that this was "not... enough."—Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 37. 
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Names of the Ministers and Places of Residence 


Jonas Pitsche 


Daniel Herschberger 


Abner Joder 
Moses B. Miller 
Shem König 
Abraham Mast 
David Pitsche 
Jonathan Joder 
Joseph Stucky 
David Hertzler 
David F. Stoltzfuss 
Jacob Stoltzfuss 
John Stoltzfuss 
John K. Joder 
Solomo Zook 


Grantsville 
Elklick 
Shanksville 
Johnstown 
New Wilmington 
Walnut Creek 
Berlin 
Bloomington 
Danvers 
Ligonier 
Pequea 
Enterprise 
Gap 

Orville [sic] 
Orville [sic] 


Jacob König Orville [sic] 
David Mast Morgantown 
John Mast Morgantown 
Christian G. König West Liberty 
John Esch Spruce Hill 
Jacob Riehl Academia 
Salomo Joder Long Green 
Andreas Miller Long Green 
Daniel Nafziger Long Green 
[p. 20] 

Joseph Keim Iowa City 
Tobias Joder Davidsville 
John Hertzler Belleville 
Solomon K. Beiler Belleville 
Enock Zook Belleville 
John Joder Belleville 
Samuel Joder Belleville 
Abraham Pitsche Allenville 
Christian Delweiler Allenville 
Christian Zook Allenville 
David J. Zook Allenville 
Peter Schrack Trenton 
Joseph Augspurger Trenton 
Joseph Augspurger, Jr. Overpeck 
Christian Hooley Monroe 
Elias Riehl Lewisburg 
Christian Stoltzfuss | Lewisburg 
Christian König Lewisburg 


Allegheny Co., Md. 
Somerset Co., Pa. 
Somerset Co., Pa. 
Cambria Co., Pa. 
Lawrence Co., Pa. 
Holmes Co., Ohio 
Holmes Co., Ohio 
McLean Co., Ill. 
McLean Co., Ill. 
Noble Co., Ind. 
Lancaster Co., Pa. 
Lancaster Co., Pa. 
Lancaster Co., Pa. 
Wayne Co., Ohio 
Wayne Co., Ohio 
Wayne Co., Ohio 
Berks Co., Pa. 
Berks Co., Pa. 
Logan Co., Ohio 
Juniata Co., Pa. 
Juniata Co., Pa. 
Baltimore Co., Md. 
Baltimore Co., Md. 
Baltimore Co., Md. 


Johnson Co., Iowa 
Somerset Co., Pa. 
Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Butler Co., Ohio 
Butler Co., Ohio 
Butler Co., Ohio 
Butler Co., Ohio 
Union Co., Pa. 
Union Co., Pa. 
Union Co., Pa. 


Verhandlungen 









dritten jabrlidhenr 






Diener-Derfammlung 






DeulfGeu Täufer oder Anijcen Mennoniten, 








gehalten nahe bey 


Gofchen, El£hart Caunty, Gudlana, 







Sm Suny 1864. 







Laucaftert 
Getrudt bey Johann Bar's Söhnen, 1861 





41 


42 


THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1864 


Proceedings of the Third annual Ministers’ Meeting of the German 
Anabaptists or Amish Mennonites, Held near Goshen, Elkhart County, Indiana, 
in June, 1864.! 


The third annual ministers’ meeting of the German Anabaptist or Amish 
Mennonites was held on the 16th, 17th, and 18th of May, 1864,” near Goshen, 
in Elkhart County, Indiana. 


1. The first annual conference (1862) had attempted to give primary attention to the division in 
northern Indiana. But its attention was soon diverted to the break on the very doorstep of the 
conference, that between the Wayne County (Wooster) congregation and Walnut Creek in Holmes 
County on the one hand and the other Holmes County congregations on the other. Considerable 
attention was also given to another Ohio problem, the departures from tradition which the Hessian 
Amish of Butler County were taking. 


The conference of 1863 was invited to meet in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, rather clearly to 
give primary attention to the division there. At that conference, after having brought the two parties 
together there, so the ministers thought, broader issues occupied the remaining days of the 
conference. For 1864, Bishop Jonas D. Troyer had invited the conference to Goshen, Indiana, to deal 
with the schism in that area. The division here dated back to the mid-1850s. The participants in this 
third annual meeting, however, seemed to sense more than heretofore that the divisions in the Amish 
church in the several regions of Amish concentration had become one vast schism. Equally evident 
is the sense of the meeting that time was running out. What surely had been thought earlier to be a 
series of local difficulties leading to temporary separations now appeared to be all but final and 
permanent. 


The moderator of the conference, the relatively young Bishop John K. Yoder, urged the 
conferees to face up to the issues and strive for a general resolution. The conservatives of northern 
Indiana drew back, however, observing that their fellow conservatives from Holmes County were 
not in attendance. They were then challenged to bring such along to the 1865 conference so that a 
church-wide attempt could be made to heal what had become a church-wide schism. 


2. In spite of the several June dates appearing in these printed minutes, there is reason to believe 
that this conference was held in May rather than in June and that the dates here recorded should be 
May 16, 17, and 18, rather than June 16, 17, and 18. The principal evidence that the dates on the 
printed minutes are erroneous is the diary of one of the participants, Minister Joseph Yoder of the 
Haw Patch (Topeka, Indiana) congregation. His meticulously kept diary, including his entries for 
May 15 through May 25, 1864, indicate that he attended the conference on May 16, 17, and 18. He 
names many of the ministers who attended from a distance and describes his hosting activities for 
some of these participants. His entries for June 16, 17, and 18 are wholly unrelated to attendance at a 
conference. Following are supporting reasons for thus challenging the printed minutes: 


a. The Diener Versammlung minutes of 1863 (p. 18) call for the meeting in 1864 to convene “at 
Pentecost,” which fell on May 15, and there is no recognition anywhere in the 1864 minutes that the 
time of the meeting had been changed, a most curious omission, if indeed the time of meeting had 
actually been changed. 


b. All the preceding and succeeding conferences convened on Pentecost Sunday or the Monday 
following, whereas the indicated June 16 date for the opening of the 1864 conference falls on a 
Thursday, and this a month after Pentecost. 


How the mistake was made—and frozen in the printed minutes—cannot be determined. Possibly 
the minutes were not finally prepared for printing until some months after the conference, perhaps 
not until the following spring, when they were used to alert ministers to the forthcoming conference 
of 1865. Such time lapse would make such a mistake more plausible. See also Helen Kolb Gates, et. 
al., Bless the Lord O My Soul: A Biography of Bishop John Fretz Funk, 1835-1930, Creative 
Pioneer for Christ and Mennonite Leader, ed. J. C. Wenger (Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press, 1964), 93 
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Proceedings of the First Day: May 16, 1864 jp. 3) 


The proceedings were begun with singing, and an admonition and prayer by 
Moses Miller.’ 


It was suggested that, since some of the ministers whose presence was 
desired for the beginning were still absent but were expected at noon, we 
therefore have a short forenoon meeting. The assembly was urged to be patient 
concerning this delay. 


Meanwhile it was moved to elect two secretaries. S[hem] Zug and J. K. 
Herzler* were nominated and elected by vote as secretaries. 


Then there was singing and the meeting was adjourned. 
Afternoon Session 


First [there was] singing and then it was proposed to elect a chairman; 
whereupon Johann K. Yoder? was nominated for this position. Johann K. Yoder 
excused himself and expressed the wish that someone else would take this 
office. But when it was urged that he allow himself to be used, he submitted, 
and was unanimously elected. 


Moses Miller was then nominated as assistant and unanimously elected. 


The chairman then explained the purpose of the gathering, that there was no 
intention of introducing innovations or making laws [Gesetze],° but rather to 
proceed ip. 4] in accordance with the Word of God to seek after precious peace 
and to do this with all earnestness. Meanwhile, since it is well known 
concerning the misunderstandings between the Clinton and the Elkhart’ 
congregations, in which other congregations are also involved, it is appropriate 
to examine the conditions in these congregations first. He [the moderator] then 


for the conference date of May, 1864. The meeting was held at the home of Daniel (1830-1917) and 
Susanna Schrock (1825-1905) in the Clinton district, later the Clinton Frame Mennonite Church.— 
Ira S. Johns, J. S. Hartzler, Amos O. Hostetler, Minutes of the Indiana-Michigan Mennonite 
Conference, 1864-1929 (Scottdale, Pa.: Mennonite Publishing House, 1929), 305. 


3. This Moses Miller was clearly Moses P. Miller (Gross Mose), bishop of the change-minded 
Walnut Creek congregation in Holmes County, Ohio. 


4. For identifications of Zook and Hertzler see Proceedings, 1863, note 3. 


5. This surname is sometimes spelled Yoder and sometimes Joder in the 1864 Proceedings 
booklet. 

6. The authority of the conference to draw up rulings and insist that they be obeyed was debated 
frequently but never determined with finality. Periodic disclaimers by the leaders that the purpose of 
the conference was not to make rulings were interspersed with the passing of resolutions 
[Beschlüße] followed by strong assertions that those who voted for them must abide by them. 

7. The Clinton congregation was the host congregation of this annual meeting. It was organized 
in 1854 by the progressive side of the division of that year. The ministers present from this 
congregation were Jonas D. Troyer (1811-1897), Benjamin Schrock (1819-1895), John Smiley 
(1822-1879), and Christian S. Plank (1819-1897). For the identity of the Elkhart congregation see 
the Proceedings of 1862, note 10. 
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asked the ministers of the Elkhart congregation whether they desired to take up 
the matter. 

Moses Miller then exhorted the ministers of these congregations very 
earnestly. But since not all of the congregations which were involved had 
ministerial representation, he asked: Do you want to try to unite with one 
another now, or do you want to wait until the next annual meeting attended 
[hopefully] by all the congregations? Some of the ministers explained that it 
was necessary to have ministers from all the affected congregations in order to 
have a comprehensive peace. The Elkhart ministers said they were willing to 
seek a true peace. 


Johann K. Yoder then urged very zealously for peace. He thought that the 
matter should not be postponed. They should choose a council to seek out the 
cause of the disunity and to come to a decision thereon. 


Jacob Rupp® from Fulton County, Ohio, said he had a matter to bring before 
the assembly, but since he could not easily express himself, he thought to share 
his position in writing. 

Moses Miller said that ministers who have withdrawn from other 
congregations and from other ministers should come to an understanding, and 
then ministers from all included [i. e., not excluded] congregations should attend 
the next annual meeting.” 


The chairman asked whether ministers of the Word and deacons could also 
serve on “Committeen.” It was then decided that this was permissible, but with 


8. Jacob Rupp (ca. 1801-1875) was involved in a division in Fulton County Ohio. It seems that 
he was a minister in the Amish congregation which had been organized there in 1835. He and others 
in the congregation came under the influence of “evangelical” ministers who were preaching a 
message of regeneration and the new birth in the schoolhouses of the community. These were likely 
ministers from the “Apostolic Evangelical,” or Apostolic Christian congregation that had organized 
in Fulton County in 1855. Rupp and the others did not join that church, but accepted their points of 
emphasis and attempted to translate them into the Fulton County Amish congregation. A variety of 
issues may have been involved, including the formality of the church, which at the same time may 
have seemed to Rupp to be too lax in such matters as bundling. There were personality clashes, 
particularly between Jacob Rupp and Peter Nafziger (1809-1877), the bishop of the congregation, 
who was convinced that “the new birth was a worldly teaching.” The church had a charge against 
Rupp, but he would not make a confession. One Sunday after meeting Rupp stood up and said, 
“Next Sunday there is to be church at my house. Those can come who want to and those stay away 
who want to.” He was then expelled from the church and placed under the ban. These events 
apparently happened previous to this conference, perhaps as early as 1863. Locally known as the 
“Rupp church,” this group followed Henry Egly (1824-1890) in 1866 in forming what is now the 
Evangelical Mennonite Church. Information for the above sketch of Jacob Rupp’s life is based on 
Out of the Wilderness, 60, 65-69; Perry A. Klopfenstein, Marching to Zion: A History of the 
Apostolic Christian Church of America, 1847-1982 (The Apostolic Christian Church of America, 
1984), 124-128; Henry Egly “A Brief History of My Life,” trans. by Mrs. Emma Steury, 1-2, Henry 
Egly Papers, AMC; Clarence Hiebert, The Holdeman People: The Church of God In Christ, 
Mennonite, 1859-1969 (Hillsboro, Kansas: By the Author, 1973), 528. Egly’s manuscript in the 
original German is now misplaced or lost. 


9. Vice Chairman Moses Miller was telling Jacob Rupp that he did not qualify as a delegate to 
the conference, probably because he had been expelled and banned by the Fulton County, Ohio, 
congregation. However Rupp’s name appears on the roster of ministers attending the conference, 
appended to the Proceedings. 
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the condition that there must be a majority of bishops [Aeltesten Dienern] on all 
councils. 


The question arose as to how a person should be treated who, although not 
guilty of any immoral activity, had gone to another nonresistant religious 
denomination [Verfassung], ip. s and concerning which, at the last year’s 
“Conferenz,” a council had been named, which had been dismissed because it 
could not come to any conclusion [Schluss]. 


The following council was appointed for this: Jonathan Joder, Johann P. 
König, Johann Werrey, Joseph Stucky, Jonas D. Troyer, Emanuel Hostetler, 
Samuel Joder (Pa.), and Eli Miller. 


A Regulation [Eine Ordnungs-Regel] 


It was proposed that since much time is wasted when the chairman has to ask 
a minister to present an exhortation at the beginning or end of the day’s 
proceedings, shouldn’t every minister be responsible to do this without excuse, 
unless there is at hand a really valid reason? 


It was then decided unanimously by rising that the chairman and his assistant 
have the right to do this, and that it is the duty of every minister to respond to 
such request. 


Jonas D. Troyer and Isaac Schmucker explained their viewpoint as to the 
duties of a deacon; also concerning their earlier action in confirming a deacon as 
full deacon right at the beginning [without an extensive period of probation]. 
They said that it had happened through a misunderstanding and that they would 
not do it again, and asked for patience concerning this matter.'° 


There was a rather extensive discussion about the office of deacon, and about 
how it should be confirmed [how a deacon should be raised to full deacon]; also 
about the report on the deacon’s office which was submitted by the council that 
was chosen at the first meeting [in 1862]. It was maintained that the report had 
not been clearly written. 


The chairman urged patience and tolerance [Verträglichkeit] concerning 
this matter. 


It was decided unanimously that the assembly would be satisfied with J. D. 
Troyer and Isaac Schmucker concerning ip. 6) this matter with the understanding 
that hereafter no deacon will be confirmed as a full deacon [zum völligen 
Almosenpfleger bestätigt] at the very beginning. 


The day’s proceedings were closed with an exhortation and prayer by J. K. 
Joder, and at the end there was singing. 


10. When the delegates to the 1863 conference voted that “they were not satisfied with. . . 
ministers” who “help to decide a matter, but afterward do the opposite,” until “they provide further 
explanation.” Proceedings, 1863, 14, they were censoring Troyer and Schmucker for advancing a 
deacon to full deacon without the customary extended probationary period which the conference of 
1862 had confirmed by a ruling (Schluß, Proceedings, 1862, 9). Now, on the first day of the 1864 
conference these two bishops were explaining why they had violated the ruling and expressing their 
regret. See biography of Emanuel Hostetler (1817-1897) in Part II. 
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Proceedings of the Second Day—May 17, 1864 


[There was a] beginning with song and an admonition and prayer by 
Jonathan Joder. 

Yesterday’s proceedings were read. 

An explanation was then made by S. Zug [secretary for the 1862 conference] 
of that which Johann Knegy is supposed to have said at the first “Conferenz” 
concerning the administering of baptism and which, through misunderstanding, 
was put into print incorrectly. What Johann Knegy had said on that occasion 
was that he could not very well express unity [by partaking of the Lord’s 
Supper] with those who have themselves been baptized in the house but will not 
baptize others unless it is in water.'! 

Johann Knegy expressed his satisfaction with this explanation on condition 
that it be printed with the rest of the Proceedings. 


The chairman then asked the ministers who were absent yesterday in a 
council [meeting], whether they were satisfied with what had transpired 
yesterday concerning the deacon’s office. 


Emanuel Hostetler asked: If the deacon is not to be confirmed as a full 
deacon right at the beginning, doesn’t that make two [kinds of] deacon’s 
offices? 

Among other remarks, J. K. Joder said that the report [of 1862] on the 
deacon’s office could have been written more clearly. 


J. D. Troyer said that he regretted what he had prommised in a hurry 
yesterday, [i. e.,] that he would not again confer the office of full deacon right at 
the beginning. He would act in accordance with God’s Word, with that he 
wanted to be guided. fp. 7) 


Mose Kaufman, J. K. Joder, and J. D. Troyer conversed further about this 
matter. 


M. Miller said: If the Lord has use for someone, then He will promote him, if 
not at the beginning, then later. I do not consider the matter as such a big 
mistake. 


J. K. Joder said that, as he understood the matter at the first ministers’ 
meeting, it was decided that no deacon should be confirmed as a full deacon 
right from the beginning anymore, at least not by those who were there and 
voted for it [this ruling]. If no novice should be chosen as bishop [Bischof], as 
the apostle clearly instructs, how much less for an office of which probably 
more is required than of an elder, minister or bishop [Aeltesten, Diener, oder 
Bischof}. 


J. D. Troyer thought it depended on the gifts which a person possesses. 


11. The phrase used is: “die Einigkeit halten... mit... ,” an expression distinctly referring to 
participating in a communion service with others—See Proceedings, 1862, note 27. For the minute 
see Proceedings, 1862, 8. 
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The report from the council which was to decide on how to treat a member 
who, without any immoral activity, has gone over to another nonresistant 
denomination, was handed in and is as follows: We do not find any reason in 
God’s Word to judge a person without investigating what his motive may have 
been. We therefore leave such matters to the congregations where such things 
happen, to act in accordance with the circumstances. 


John K. Joder noted that this was a very important question. The words of 
Paul came to his mind: “I have power for everything, but it does not benefit all.” 
Circumstances vary. 


Jacob Schwarzendruber asked: Is it not immoral if a person leaves the 
[Amish] church? 

Mose Miller said that the baptismal covenant which a person makes in his 
youth often does not amount to much. I would not want to discipline a person 
who has fallen at the feet of Jesus. I believe the council has acted very wisely in 
not making a rigid ruling. 

[Here is inserted a kind of secretarial interpolation.] Although a number of 
those opposed do not vote, the report is accepted if a majority of those who do 
vote are in favor of it. [p. 8] 


Jacob Schwarzendruber asked: Shall the other side not be heard? 


Mose Miller: I supposed you did not want to. If you want to engage in 
discussion with us, you shall have the freedom. 


There was some more discussion about the matter, both for and against the 
report. Then the report was accepted with quite a majority. But some of the 
ministers made objections to it. 


There was some more discussion about the difficulties between the Clinton 
and the Elkhart congregations. It was asserted that since the ministers from 
Holmes County were absent it was impossible to conclude a comprehensive 
peace. 


David D. Miller said: When we (the ministers from Elkhart) make peace, 
then I think I can guarantee that the Holmes County ministers will also be 
satisfied.” 


Johann Ehsch handed in a letter from Solomo K. Beiler'” which was read. Its 
substance consisted of a question to the assembly concerning the confirmation 
[or advancement] of a full deacon to an elder, minister, or bishop.'* Johann 
Ehsch explained the circumstances which gave rise to this matter. 


12. Many of the Amish in eastern Elkhart County and Lagrange County, Indiana, especially the 
conservatives, had Holmes County roots. As daughter congregations with a very similar Ordnung, or 
life-style, they looked to the Holmes County congregations for direction. 


13. Bishop Solomon K. Beiler, who was one of the leaders who initiated the annual conferences, 
did not attend the 1864 conference, nor any thereafter. The evidence indicates that his spirit and 
perhaps his health was breaking. Only a month after the conference took place he wrote to Deacon 
John Stoltzfus (July 31, 1864) that he “was in great distress and heartache because of the 
circumstances in the [Beiler’s] congregation.” —Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 38. A year later (August 
11, 1865) Shem Zook wrote to Deacon Stoltzfus that some people thought Beiler was “a little mixed 
up in his mind.”—Ibid., Doc. 49. 


14. Bishop Beiler’s troubles in 1864 in his own congregation centered around his full deacon, 
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John K. Joder said: A writing was handed in to us yesterday that contains so 
much, it would take almost a whole week to deal with all the questions 
contained therein. But since I have realized with joy that the eastern 
congregations are also working to establish peace again, and since the concerns 
they work with are the same, or at least similar to the ones which the writing 
contains, let us hope that everything will yet come out right. But if the writer, 
Brother Jacob Rupp, is not satisfied with this [suggestion], then he may have a 
“Committee,” or a council of seven ministers appointed to determine whether or 
not it is advisable to read his writing to the assembly." 


The question [raised in Solomon K. Beiler’s letter] then came up: May a full 
deacon, according to the Gospel, be confirmed as an elder, minister, or bishop? 
[p- 9] 

The following seven bishops [Aelteste Diener] were named to this council: 
Jacob Schwarzendruber, Jonathan Joder, Joseph Stucky, Johann Werrey, 
Christian Rupp, Christian Kropf, Joseph Augspurger, Jr. 

A song was sung. 


Afternoon Session 


After the singing the chairman acknowledged a mistake which he had made 
in the forenoon, in that he had forgotten to give opportunity to hear objections to 
the persons who had been named to a council. 


Mose Miller said that he had understood that the ministers in the Clinton 
congregation and the ministers in the Elkhart congregation intended to set a day 
on which they would come together and try to get united. 


The chairman announced to the assembly that he had in mind to let both 
sides vote [on questions being considered] through rising, both those who vote 
against a question and those who are for it. 


A part of a letter from S. K. Beiler with respect to shunning was read, in 
which it was asserted that shunning should be practiced without regard to the 
person. If one of two marriage partners comes into the ban and the other is 
unable to practice shunning [toward his or her partner], he wants to leave that to 
the congregation where such a thing has happened. But at the Lord’s Supper, 
one should withdraw from such who do not practice shunning, and withhold 
[from them] the kiss of peace, and exclude them from the [congregational] 
council. The idea that one should not withdraw from the other [in conjugal 
relations] unless both are agreed, does not have reference to a situation where 
one of them is in the ban, but to where both are in good standing with the 
congregation, and only for a [limited] time.'° It has also been said that there 


Samuel Yoder. Beiler was adamantly opposed to ordaining Yoder to the office of bishop.—Paton 
Yoder, “The Preaching Deacon Controversy Among Nineteenth-Century American Amish,” PMH 8 
(Jan. 1985), 2-9. 


15. Rupp had attempted to read this “writing” on the first day of the conference (Proceedings, 
1864, 4) but had not been permitted to do so. 


16. S. K. Beiler may have been alluding and objecting to a statement made by Abner Yoder at 
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should be freedom in such cases where it does more harm than good.'’ But the 
natural must yield to the spiritual. God’s Word and command must have first 
consideration in all matters. 


Jacob Schwarzendruber said that he was in favor of shunning without 
regarding the person. He means to hold to Holy Writ. [p. 10] 


The opinion expressed in S. K. Beiler’s letter was approved with the 
exception of 6 votes. And then there was more discussion on this subject. 


Peter Blauch said: I know of an instance in which a married man was in the 
ban and the ministers were blamed because the wife did not shun him. And 
when she was disciplined for it and left her husband she was called an 
adulteress. 


J. K. Joder said: In the situation where the man stands in the ban and the wife 
(who is after all the weaker instrument) is a member of the congregation, [but] 
cannot maintain shunning [with respect to her husband and therefore] leaves 
[moves out from] the man, the civil law gives the children to the man. It is easy 
to predict what can be the outcome. Therefore I plead earnestly for Christian 
tolerance in this matter. 


Frederich Schwarzendruber and Jonathan Joder made additional remarks on 
this subject. 


Mose Miller then admonished very earnestly that one should not proceed too 
harshly in this matter. We should choose the lesser of two evils. 


Then another vote was taken on this question, [but] with the same result as 
the first time. 


J. K. Joder then admonished that since there were differences of opinion on 
this subject, that people should bear with one another, in Christian love and 
tolerance [Verträglichkeit]. 


The report concerning the confirming [Bestätigung] of a full deacon as an 
elder, minister or bishop, was then read to the assembly as follows: We do not 
find any reason in Holy Writ to forbid it [the ordination of a full deacon as a 
bishop], if one has the virtues and gifts which the apostle prescribes for such a 
person, and if he is ordained [ordinirt] for it by the congregation. 


The report was accepted with the exception of 6 votes. 
These [six] did not vote because they hold the office of deacon." 


the 1862 conference in which the latter asserted that shunning between spouses was impractical 
unless both partners agreed to it—Proceedings, 1862, 10. Clearly Beiler was also interpreting the 
Apostle Paul’s statement (I Cor. 7:5) that husband and wife should not “defraud” or “refuse one 
another except perhaps by agreement for a season.” Beiler was saying that Paul’s directive was to 
husband and wife under normal circumstances and had nothing to do with shunning. 


17. This reason for easing the ban when it involved husband and wife, pragmatic rather than 
Biblical, was used twice in the 1862 conference in connection with cases involving the shunning of a 
spouse.—Proceedings, 1862, 10-11. 

18. There were more than six deacons present at the 1864 conference. Those registered as 
attending and known to have been deacons were: 

Frederick Schwartzendruber (1819-1895), ordained a deacon in 1852 and confirmed as a 
full deacon in 1863 
Joseph P. Hostettler (1802-1893), ordained a deacon in 1858 
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A letter from David Mast was read in which he expressed himself favorably 
toward the assembly and gave an invitation jp. 11) to hold the ministers’ meeting 
with them in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania." 


Joseph Borntreger (1811-1908), ordained a deacon in 1839 
George B. Boller (1828-1883), ordained a deacon in 1857 
Christian Hershberger, (1814-1882), ordained a deacon in ca. 1863 
Jacob Graber (1821-1904), ordained a deacon ca. 1853 and confirmed as a full deacon by 
1869 
John Birkey (1815-1896), ordained a deacon by 1864 
Joseph Augspurger, Sr. (1818-1887), ordained a deacon by 1868 (and presumably by 
1864) 
Enoch Zook (1817-1888), ordained a deacon by 1862 
Samuel Yoder (1824-1884), ordained a deacon in 1850 and confirmed as a full deacon in 
1858 
Valentine Yoder (1809-1893), ordained a deacon in 1845 
Eli Miller (1821-1917), ordained a deacon in 1849 and confirmed as a full deacon in 
1860 
John P. King (1827-1887), ordained a deacon in 1859 and confirmed as a full deacon in 
1860. 
Perhaps only the full deacons abstained from voting, since the issue dealt with full deacons. Five of 
the full deacons present have been identified above: Frederick Schwartzendruber, Samuel Yoder, Eli 
Miller, John P. King, and probably Jacob Graber. The sixth full deacon might have been any of the 
others, or perhaps a deacon also did not vote along with the full deacons. Of the known full deacons 
present at this meeting, two were later ordained as bishops. Samuel Yoder was ordained a bishop on 
March 15, 1865 and John P. King was ordained to this office in 1872. Frederick Schwartzendruber 
began preaching in 1869 and functioned as a bishop in many ways, although he was never ordained 
to that ministry. For the possibility that Emanuel Hostetler was a full deacon, see his biography in 
Part III. 


19. David Mast was a deacon in the Conestoga Amish congregation.—J. Lemar and Lois Ann 
Mast, As Long as Wood Grows and Water Flows, A History of the Conestoga Mennonite Church 
(Morgantown Pa.: Conestoga Mennonite Church, 1982), 53, 265-66. Members of this congregation 
lived in perhaps equal numbers in Lancaster County and in Berks County. Mast had attended the 
1863 conference but was not present in 1864, so this letter was not submitted personally. On what 
basis this deacon felt authorized to invite the conference to Lancaster County is difficult to imagine. 
A large majority of the ministers in Lancaster County, and all the bishops, were indisposed toward 
the annual conferences. The bishop of the Conestoga congregation, Christian Ummel (1809-1896), 
was probably less indisposed toward the conference than his fellow bishops. He was also bishop of 
the Lower Pequea congregation where John Stoltzfus was deacon (see the following paragraph in the 
Proceedings). Perhaps these two somewhat change-minded deacons were able to get the consent of 
their bishop to offer this invitation. 


David Mast’s interest in the conference is indicated in a letter which he wrote to Deacon John 
Stoltzfus on May 8, 1864 (immediately preceding the conference). He apparently sent Stoltzfus his 
letter, or a copy of it, after having shown it to to some of the local ministers, including Daniel Mast 
(1803-1883). He encouraged Stoltzfus to add to it—perhaps the suggestion that led John Stoltzfus to 
write his own letter mentioned later in the Proceedings (p. 11). Mast then wrote: “I wonder if your 
brother Jacob is going to the ministers’ meeting. I forgot to urge him, and perhaps Groffdale Johnnie 
[Stoltzfus] would go also. He said last year that if I had told him about it he would have gone along. 
If none of them will go, send this letter and, as I said before, see if some of your fellow ministers are 
not too fearful to go and it suits them.”—Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 36. This correspondence did not 
stimulate any attendance at the conference from Lancaster County that year. None of the 
Stoltzfuses—neither John, Jacob, nor Groffdale Johnnie—attended in 1864. The latter two would 
eventually remain with the conservatives. This is the only recorded instance in which an offer to host 
the ministers’ meeting was not accepted. At the conclusion of this conference the ministers voted on 
three locations: Lancaster County, Pa.; Wayne County, Ohio; and McLean Co., Ill., with Wayne 
County receiving a plurality of the votes. Perhaps oral invitations were received from the latter two 
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A letter from Johannes Stoltzfuss*? was read in which he wished the 
assembly good luck and God’s blessing in the commendable work of peace, and 
gave encouragement to continue. 


The question arose: May a member of the church who marries someone from 
another nonresistant denomination be disciplined, according to the Gospel? 


In order to decide this question the following ministers were appointed to a 
council: Benjamin Schrack, Joseph Stucky, Samuel Joder (Pa.), Johann Ehsch, 
Eli Miller, J. P. König, David Hostetler. 


Then there was much discussion personally about serving in public office 
and the exercise of the right of voting in political elections. 


Some thought it best to refrain from voting in public elections altogether. 


If we make a ruling [Beschluss] or law [Gesetz] concerning this matter (said 
J. K. Joder) then we will cause much disturbance and perhaps even a division. 
We should admonish the congregations earnestly in true love in these matters 
and attempt to point out the danger. 


Mose Miller was of the opinion that if someone’s conscience permits him to 
vote in political elections he may do so. But if his conscience is not free 
concerning this matter then, of course, he should refrain. Bad feelings often 
come from the exercise of the voting privilege and it results in epithets and 
curses. 

Jacob Graber spoke somewhat extensively against voting at political 
elections. He thought it was an improper thing for a Christian to do. 

The council on the question of how members should be treated, according to 
the Gospel, who have married someone of another nonresistant denomination, 
came before the assembly and said that they had not come to any conclusion, 
but they expect to work on it [some more] in the meantime. fp. 12) 


Then Jacob Schwarzendruber admonished the assembly and after the prayer 
there was singing, and with that the proceedings of the second day ended. 


Proceedings of the Third Day—May 18, 1864 


[There was a] beginning with singing, then an exhortation and prayer by 
Samuel Joder (Pa.). 
The minutes of the previous day were read to the assembly. 


The report of the council concerning a member of the church who marries 
someone of another nonresistant denomination was read and is as follows: The 
apostle teaches that every transgression and every disobedience will receive its 
reward. We also find that Israel was commanded by the Lord that each tribe 


locations. One might speculate further that the conference leaders, who certainly sensed that the next 
conference would be critical for the restoration of unity in the Amish church, felt that the meeting 
should be more centrally located. 

20. Of the several ministers with the name, John Stoltzfus, clearly this was John Stoltzfus (1805- 
1887), deacon in the Lower Pequea congregation in Lancaster County, Pa., since 1845. He was the 
only minister by that name who would have wished the meeting “good luck.” 
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should marry within its limits, so that there would be no loss of inheritance. 
And the apostle says that the Old [Testament] has its [own] authority and is a 
shadow of something better in the future [of future good]. Therefore it must be 
determined whether or not such a person is a member of the spiritual tribe of 
Jesus Christ and of the true church [Kirche] of God. 


Joseph Stucky said: We all have worked hard on this matter, and if someone 
can give us a better solution, then we will gladly accept him, but do not press us 
to judge. The Samaritans were not unknowledgeable in the law. They also 
knew that Christ was to come and yet they were a separate people. We are not 
supposed to judge those who are outside. 


Johann Ehsch said: The church may be likened unto a building. The 
ministers are the builders. The members are pp. 13) the stones in the building. 
Therefore it should be carefully determined whether or not those who are in this 
situation [married to an outsider] are truly finished stones in this spiritual 
building. 

Eli Miller noted: One brother has said that we should not judge those who are 
outside. But I don’t think those who belong to a nonresistant denomination are 
outside. 


Johann P. König said: I believe we do not understand each other rightly. We 
only have to see to it that the stones in the spiritual building are of the right 
kind. 


Jacob Graber spoke somewhat at length against the report. He thought that 
we should determine who of our church members have married outside of the 
denomination [Gemeindschaft].*' We have nothing to do with those who are 
outside the denomination. The apostle says: Of what concern are those outside 
to me? 

The answer to the concern that the report granted too much freedom: It is 
generally understood and the report agrees that where there is a crime [or 
offence], punishment [or discipline] shall and must also follow. But since the 
circumstances vary, the discipline [or punishment] must also vary. 


There was further discussion of this matter by Isaac Schmucker, David 
Hostetler, Joseph Augspurger, Jr., Jonathan Joder, Mose Miller, Johann Knegy, 
Jacob Schwarzendruber, and others. 


Johann Ehsch said that the intent of the report was that the determining factor 
should be whether the marriage partner who belonged to another nonresistant 
denomination was a member of the true spiritual church of God. 


In order to prove that we should not cast out everyone who does not belong 
to our denomination, Joseph Augspurger, Jr., referred to what the Savior said to 
His disciples in Mark 9, verses 38, 39, and 40: “Master, we saw one who cast 
out devils in your name who did not follow us, and we forbade him because he 
did not follow us. But Jesus said: You should not forbid him, for there is no one 
who does a work in my name who will soon after speak evil of me. Whoever is 
not against us is for us.” [p. 14] 


21. It appears that Graber wanted to identify those who had married outside the Amish church so 
that proper discipline could even yet be administered. 
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Eli Miller and Johann P. König defended the report. 


Frederich Schwarzendruber and Jonathan Joder spoke of the bad results 
which generally come from marrying outside of the church [Gemeindschaft]. 
After some more remarks about this made by Moses Miller and Joseph Stucky, 
it was voted and the report was accepted with the exception of 5 votes. 

The question came up: May an otherwise honorable member who belongs to 
a secret society be disciplined with the ban? 

To decide this question the following council was appointed: Jacob 
Schwarzendruber, Isaac Schmucker, Jonathan Joder, Andreas Rupp, Jonathan 
Zug, Joseph Miller, Christian Rupp. 

Christian Nafziger asked: May one serve in an office in which force must be 
used? 


It was decided unanimously that this is contrary to the Gospel. 
The work of the forenoon was then closed with singing. 


Afternoon Session 


[There was a] beginning with singing. The council concerning secret 
societies made the following report: 


God’s Word teaches clearly that no one can serve two masters. The Savior 
also says: Whoever does evil hates the light and does not come to the light. 
Now if he does not come to the light, how will he get into God’s church? 


A clarification was made that this report refers to the Free Masons and the 
“Odd Fellows.” 


Mose Miller said that he thought one should be careful concerning this 
matter. He explained the difference between secret societies who are sworn 
together and the necessary proceedings of the congregation [council meetings] 
which, for the sake of prudence, are in part held in secret. 

Joseph Augspurger said: I quoted this passage [of Scripture] to a man who 
had transgressed in this way: Whoever does evil hates the light, and several 
similar passages, but all in vain. [p. 15] 

Jacob Unsicker does not want to help discipline anyone without an 
examination and without knowing whether he really belongs to a sworn-in 
group. 

Joseph Augspurger, Jr., said that he intended to do what the assembly would 
advise him. 

Christian Holly said that he did not want to take part in voting so that he 
would not cause any prejudice at home. 

Joseph Augspurger, Jr., did not want to vote because his congregation did not 
want his counsel, but rather that of the assembly. Otherwise the report was 
adopted unanimously. 

It was asked how to treat a member who had married a person who had been 
baptized by a minister who at the time stood in the ban. 
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To decide this the following council was appointed: Samuel Joder (Penna.), 
Samuel Joder (Ind.), Jacob Graber, Joseph Gerig, Joseph Miller, Enoch Zug, 
Johann Ehsch. 

Johann Knegy asked: If a minister stands in the ban and he turns himself 
around and comes back, which [procedure] is in accordance with the Gospel? 
Shall the ministry be restored to him with the counsel of the congregation, or 
may he be restored to the ministry only by [a new] election [Wahl]?” 


This question was answered by different ministers personally, according to 
their [various] views, but too quiet to be heard by the secretaries. 


Jonathan Joder asked: When quarrels arise in a congregation, is it not the 
duty of the full deacon [völligen Almosenpflager] to look after it and examine 
the matter? 

After discussion between different ministers, it seems to be their feeling that 
it would be a good idea because it often avoids ill feelings toward the bishop 
[Aeltesten]. 

The report from the council concerning a member who is married to a person 
who was baptized by a minister who at the time stood in the ban, is as follows: 


We believe that a member who has married such a person has, by that deed, 
cut himself off from the congregation, and without true repentance and 
conversion can no longer be considered as a brother or sister. ip. 16] 


The report was adopted with 5 dissenting votes. 


After the vote, one of those who had not voted asked for a further 
clarification of the matter. 


So Johann K. Joder spoke as follows: 


In the beginning God himself instituted marriage in Paradise with the two 
newly created persons, and blessed them. After the Fall there sprang up from 
them two kinds of people—the children of God and the children of mortals. 
After a while, when the children of God looked upon the children of mortals and 
took as wives whomever they wanted, the Word says that the Almighty 
regretted that he had made mortals and he was sorry. Now let everyone imagine 
how displeased God was that mortals intermarried [i. e., the children of God 
with the children of mortals] in the age when they were still under sin, so that 
they could not escape the wrath of God and had to be destroyed from the earth. 
Now just think how much more serious punishment those can expect who have 
left the world and have made a covenant with God and with His Son, Jesus 
Christ, and through the bath of the new birth and the renewing of the Holy 
Spirit, have entered into the fellowship of the saints, but afterward, for the sake 
of fleshly lust, chose to mingle again with the world. 

We note further that the Almighty warned the Children of Israel that they 
should not be joined together with foreign wives, so that they might not be led 
into idolatry by them. The beloved of God and very wise King Solomon 


22. Kenagy was asking whether a minister who had been banned could be restored to his office 
by a decision of the congregation in a council meeting, or only by the procedure used in choosing 
another minister, i. e., by the nomination process, followed by use of the lot. 
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[nevertheless] paid no attention to this warning and married foreign wives 
against God’s command. And when he was old they turned his heart to idolatry. 
Because of this sin the kingdom was divided. In Numbers 25 we find that Israel 
was seduced by the Midianite wives to adhere to the god Baal Peor, and were 
punished for it, so that 24,000 died. We find further that when the children of 
Israel sinned and the Lord sent them among strange peoples [into exile] because 
of their sin, and when in time the Lord had mercy upon them and brought them 
back to their land through Ezra and Nehemiah, then they had to put away their 
foreign wives before the true worship of God [Gottesdienst] could be reinstated. 
[p. 17] 

When the Savior was interrogated concerning marriage, he pointed them to 
the first ordinance [Ordnung], about two newly created persons who stood 
[were members in good standing] in Paradise, that is to say, of the church of 
God. Thus also today, those who are in the church of God have no permission 
to marry outside the church with those who stand in unbelief. And when such a 
thing occurs, it must be disciplined [punished] with the ban. 


In I Cor. 7 Paul says that marriage is acceptable [frei] only if it occurs in the 
Lord. It is surely undeniable that marriage takes place between two persons 
who are married and not with the one who administers the marriage ceremony.” 
Paul also says in II Cor. 6[:14]: Do not pull together in a strange [fremden] yoke 
with unbelievers. A marriage in the Lord between a believer and an unbeliever 
is surely impossible. 


Therefore such a marriage is completely forbidden and contrary to the Word 
of God. Paul admonishes further that the believers should edify one another as 
living stones in the spiritual house. Paul says further that you are the temple of 
the living God and admonishes us to withdraw from unbelievers. Only then will 
He accept us and be our God and Father. When we make a covenant with our 
heavenly Bridegroom, we are His spiritual bride. But if afterward we again 
unite with the world in marriage outside of the church of God, then let everyone 
remember the words of Paul: “He who unites with a prostitute is one in body 
with her, for the two become one flesh. But whoever unites with the Lord is 
one spirit with Him” (I Cor. 6[:16-17]). Some people assert that the words of 
Paul in I Cor. 7:12-16 give us freedom in this matter, which is by no means to 
be understood in this manner, as though a believer is given freedom to marry an 
unbeliever, but rather that, at the time of the apostle, sometimes one of the two 
heathen marriage partners converted to Christianity while the other remained in 
heathendom. In this case the believer should not separate himself from the 
unbeliever if they are satisfied to [continue to] live together. But in case the 
unbeliever departs, then the brother or sister is no longer bound. But this is by 
no means to be understood that it gives the believer the freedom to marry an 
unbeliever. In verse 16 we [p. ısı read: How do you know, O woman, that you 
will save the man, or you, man, that you will save the woman? This is written 
as a clear warning for us, like the foreign wives who, with the help of Satan, led 
the ancient people away from the ways of God, so today the person who marries 


23. Yoder was possibly attempting to dispel someone’s preposterous argument that marrying “in 
the Lord” meant being married by a minister of the Gospel. 
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an unbeliever has to fight not only against his unbelieving partner, but also 
against the antichrist, so that the danger is much greater that the believer will be 
turned away by the unbeliever than that it can be hoped that the believer will 
win the unbeliever and convert him to God. 


For further confirmation of that which had been presented, Johann Knegy 
read II Cor. 6:15 to the end [of the chapter]. 


Then Jacob Schwarzendruber witnessed forcefully to what Johann K. Joder 
had presented with respect to marriage. 


Two others who had not voted for the report declared themselves 
(concerning the church member who had married a person who had been 
baptized by a minister who, at that time, stood in the ban) herewith to be in 
agreement, and satisfied with the report. 


It was then advised that those who had questions which they wanted to put 
before the annual meeting should consider carefully whether these questions 
would contribute to the peace and upbuilding of the church. 


It was then moved to decide on the place where the next annual meeting, at 
Pentecost, 1865, should be held. 


Wayne County, Ohio, received thirty votes 30 
M’Lane [sic], Co., Ill. received twenty-five votes 25 
Lancaster Co., Pa. received eight votes 8 


The assembly was then earnestly admonished by Johann K. Joder, Christian 
Rupp, and Joseph Augspurger, and closed with a prayer by Mose Miller, and 
finally with singing.” 


Like the Proceedings of 1862 and 1863, the actual minutes of the 1864 
meeting end at this point or at the end of the following paragraph. What 
follows relates to the next annual conference and (as before) was probably 
added by ministers from the congregation which would host it. 


Thus ended the third annual ministers’ meeting, with the intention (if we live 
and the Lord is willing) to ip. 19} assemble again in another year with no other 
purpose than to build up the church, to build on the foundation of the apostles 
and the prophets of whom Jesus Christ is the cornerstone, on which foundation 
our forefathers, the holy martyrs, have built. Upon which are also based our 


24. On July 18, 1864 Shem Zook wrote to John Stoltzfus that printer Baer would charge sixty 
dollars for the printing of 1000 “program booklets” of the conference. This was in contrast to the 
twenty dollars charged the year before for 500 booklets. Zook had $39.55 on hand and noted that he 
“was thinking that one must look to those who think the conference will do some good, and since 
you folks evidently also expect to have some booklets in your congregation you would perhaps help 
us with some support. It will also cost something for postage money, which must be paid in 
advance.” —Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 37. 
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Confession of Faith of eighteen articles,” which were also recognized [as such] 
by our forebears, and which are, even yet, acknowledged by us. 


Therefore ministers or other members from all congregations who are one 
with us in the faith, are again invited to meet with us in Christian love in the 
name of the Lord. To strive after peace with everyone and for holiness, without 
which no one will see the Lord. Not in order to introduce innovations” but, as 
John says in I John 2:7: Brethren, I do not write a new commandment to you, 
but rather the old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The 
old commandment is the Word which you have heard from the beginning. 
Further, you dear ones, let us have love one for another, for love is of God, and 
he who has love is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not have love 
does not know God, for God is love, Thereby will everyone know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love one for another (John 13). 


Paul says: Look upon those who walk as you have seen us as a model. What 
kind of model has Paul given us? How did Paul act toward the congregation at 
Corinth? He wrote to them and greeted them as brethren, and admonished them 
and promised that he would visit them. Although the Corinthians were engaged 
in factions and lawsuits, and one of them had gone so far as to have his father’s 
wife, yet Paul did not withdraw [his fellowship] from them, but rather 
commanded them to cast out [him] who was evil. The entire Holy Writ urges us 
on to love, patience, and tolerance. Therefore we ask everyone in Christian love, 
especially all the ministers, to consider whether withdrawal for much more 
insignificant reasons than were found among the Corinthians is in harmony with 
the model of Paul.”’ Brethren and ministers, think after him [what Paul said]. 


[p. 20] 


Names and Places of Residence of the Ministers Who Attended the Third 
Annual Ministers’ Meeting, Held near Goshen, in Elkhart County, Indiana, in 
June, 1864 


Jacob Schwartzendruber Iowa City Johnson Co. Ia. 

Frederick Schwartzendruber Iowa City Johnson Co. Ia. 

Peter Blaugh Smithville Wayne Co. Ohio 
Christian G. Plank Middleburg [sic] Elkhart Co., Ind. 
John L. Schrack Middlebury Elkhart, Co., Ind. 
Christian Miller Middlebury Elkhart, Co., Ind. 
Joseph Miller Middlebury Elkhart, Co., Ind. 
David D. Miller Middlebury Elkhart, Co., Ind. 
Joseph P. Hostetler Middlebury Elkhart, Co., Ind. 


25. The Dordrecht Confession of Faith (1632) contained eighteen articles. 

26. A disclaimer of any intention of introducing changes had already been made by chairman 
John K. Yoder on the first day of the conference (pp. 3-4). Clearly the change-minded leaders in 
control of these early meetings were trying to calm the fears of the ministers who were tradition- 
minded. 


27. This paragraph suggests that the writer thought that permanent schism was imminent. 
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David J. Hostetler 
Moses Kaufman 
Joseph Borntrager 
Benjamin Schrack 
Jonas D. Troyer 
John Smiley 

John L. Miller 


Christian Z. [George B.] Boller 


Jacop Roop 


Andrew Zimmerman 


Andreas Bechler 
Joseph Kennedy 


Christian Harschberger 


Jonathan Lantz 
Isaac Smoker 
[p.21) [Blank] pp. 22) 


Jonathan Zook 
Jonathan Joder 
Christiann Holly 
John Werrie 

John Ringenberg 
Samuel Joder 
Andreas Roop 
Jacob Graber 
John Graber 
Joseph Gehrig 
Andreas Gehrig 
Michael Sloncker 
John Birky 
Joseph Kaufman 
Joseph Joder 
David Hartzler 
Ch. Forney 
Joseph Schrack 
Christ. Miller 
Peter Nafziger 
Jacob Riehl 

John Ehsch 

J. Augspurger, Jr. 
J. Augspurger, Sr. 
Peter Schrack 
Emanuel Hostetler 
Jonathan Smoker 
Solomon Zook 
John K. Joder 
Christian Nafziger 
Christian Kropf 


Middlebury 
Middlebury 
Middlebury 
Goshen 
Goshen 
Goshen 
Goshen 
Ligonier 
Archibald [sic] 
Peru 
Tremont 
Wawpecong 
Wawpecong 
Eastbrook 
Ligonier 


North Bern 
Bloomington 
Monroe 
Urbana 
Locke 
Milford 
Pekin 
Chamberlin 
Chamberlin 
Leo 

Leo 

Paris 
Tremont 
Ligonier 
Ligonier 
Ligonier 
Forneysville 
Berlin 
Archibald 
Archibald 
Academia 
Spruce Hill 
Overpecks 
Trenton 
Monroe 
Goschen 
Orrville 
Orrville 
Orrville 
Hopedale 
Pulaski 


Elkhart, Co., Ind. 
Elkhart, Co., Ind. 
Elkhart, Co., Ind. 
Elkhart, Co., Ind. 
Elkhart, Co., Ind. 
Elkhart, Co., Ind. 
Elkhart, Co., Ind. 
Noble Co., Ind. 
Fulton Co., Ohio 
LaSalle Co., Ill. 
Tazewell Co., Il. 
Miami Co., Ind. 
Miami Co., Ind. 
Lawrence Co., Pa. 
Noble Co., Ind. 


Fairfield Co., Ohio 
McLean Co., IIl. 
Butler Co., Ohio 


Cham[paign] Co., Ohio 


Elkhart Co., Ind. 
Kosciusko Co., Ind. 
Tazewell Co., Ill. 
Allen Co., Ind. 
Allen Co., Ind. 
Allen Co., Ind. 
Allen Co., Ind. 
Stark Co., Ohio 
Tazewell Co., Ill. 
Noble Co., Ind. 
Noble Co., Ind. 
Noble Co., Ind. 
Woodford Co., Ill. 
Somerset Co., Pa. 
Fulton Co., Ohio 
Fulton Co., Ohio 
Juniata Co., Pa. 
Juniata Co., Pa. 
Butler Co., Ohio 
Butler Co., Ohio 
Butler Co., Ohio 
Elkhart Co., Ind. 
Wayne Co., Ohio 
Wayne Co., Ohio 
Wayne Co., Ohio 
Tazwwell Co., Ill. 
Davis Co., Iowa 


Enock Zook 

John Hertzler 
Samuel Joder 
John Kanagy 

John C. Schlabach 
Valentine Joder 
Jacob F. Nafziger 
Moses Miller 

Eli Miller 

Joseph Stucky 
John P. King 
David H. Hostetler 
Christian Roop 
Tobias Joder 
Jacob Unsicker 
Nicholas King 
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Belleville 
Belleville 
Belleville 
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Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Mifflin Co., Pa. 


New Middletown Mahoning Co., Ohio 


Breman 
Belleville 
Archibald 
Shanesville 
Walnut Creek 
Danverse [sic] 
West Liberty 
Breman 
Hudson 
Middleburg [sic] 
Pekin 
Pettysville 


Marschall Co., Ind. 
Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Fulton Co., Ohio pp. 23] 
Tuscarawas Co., Ohio 
Holmes Co., Ohio 
McLean Co., Il. 
Logan Co., Ohio 
Marschall Co., Ind. 
McLean Co., Il. 
Elkhart Co., Ind 
Tazewell Co., Ill. 
Fulton Co., Ind. [Ohio] 


Terhandlungen 


Vierten jährlichen 


Diener-DBerfammlung 


Tentihen Täufer oder Aniifden Mennsniter, 
ae 
Obalen in 


Wayne Cauuty, E$io, ine Fuuy 1865. 


Laucafter, Pa. : 
Gebrudt bey Johann Bir's Eöhnen. 
1865. 
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THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1865 


Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Ministers’ Meeting of the German 
Anabaptists or Amish Mennonites, Held in Wayne County, Ohio, in June, 1865’ 
[p. 3] 

Proceedings of the Ministers’ Meeting, Held on the sth, 6th, and 7th of June, 
1865, in Wayne County, Ohio? 


The following questions were brought before the assembly and dealt with 
and discussed at length and decided as follows: 


First the introduction and the following ruling were read to the assembly and 
accepted unanimously. 


1. The conference of 1865 was crucial. There are forebodings in the minutes of the preceding 
conference that time was of the essence if the schism was to be healed. The conservatives had been 
urged, perhaps challenged, to come to the next meeting prepared to wrestle with the issues in the 
division. They responded to the challenge, seemingly in good faith. Thirty-seven of them, or 
thereabouts, came to the 1865 conference, constituting about two-fifths of the delegates. (The total 
number of delegates numbered 89, the highest number attending any of the sixteen conferences.) 
Unfortunately, the minutes of the 1865 conference are poorly done. Neither the chairman, his 
assistant, nor the secretary are named. Much more importantly, the Proceedings do not reflect the 
moment-by-moment progression of the conference which is so evident in the minutes of all the other 
conferences. Rather, these minutes are largely in the form of a report or summary. They are defective 
particularly in that no copy of that very important “lengthy writing” presented by the traditionalists, 
is included. These defects are doubly unfortunate in that, of all sixteen conferences, this one was 
undoubtedly the most critical for the Amish church. It would be a gross over-simplification to say 
that the Great Schism occurred during this conference. Nevertheless, if one is to choose a time and 
place, then it must be June 5-7, 1865 in Wayne County, Ohio. 


2. Although the minutes of the 1865 ministers’ meeting do not indicate on whose homestead it 
was held, it is clear that it was held on the farm of John K. Yoder (1824-1906), the elder of the 
hosting Wooster congregation, and his wife Lydia Zook Yoder (1827-1887). Their son Christian Z. 
Yoder (1845-1939), nineteen years old that spring, made the following entries in his diary: 


Thursday, June 1, 1865 “Clear. Thanksgiving Day Meeting” 

Friday, June 2, 1865 “Do. [Ditto] Prepared for conference.” 

Saturday, June 3, 1865 “Do. [Ditto] Do. [Ditto]” 

Sunday, June 4, 1865 “Do. [Ditto] Meeting here.” 

Monday, June 5, 1865 “Do. [Ditto] Conference.” 

Tuesday June 6, 1865 “Do. [Ditto] Do. [Ditto]” 

Wednesday, June 7, 1865 “Showers. Do. [Ditto].” 
At the end of his entries for June, 1865 under the heading “Recapitulation,” Yoder wrote: “The 
Annual Conference was here, 4th, Sth, 6th, & 7th.” These entries indicate that on Thursday, June 1 
the Wooster congregation held a service as part of a “day of humiliation and prayer in honor of 
Abraham Lincoln” observed across the United States.—E. B. Long, The Civil War Day by Day: An 
Almanac, 1861-1865 (Garden City, New York: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1971), 692. 


The Yoder family then spent Friday and Saturday preparing for the conference. On Sunday, June 
4 they hosted the meeting which would have included the visiting ministers already present. The 
actual conference was held on June 5-7. It seems clear that Yoder was specifically referring to his 
parents’ farm and not Wayne County in general when he wrote “here.” In the other years that the 
conference was held in Wayne County he made entries indicating the location. In 1862 he wrote: 
“The first week after Pentecost (the 8 Su.) the first General Conference was held here at Sam 
Schrock’s.” On June 4, 1873 he wrote: “We at the conference the last day it being held at C. Y. 
Yoder’s.”—”Day-Book,” 1862-1874, 7, 43, 186 in the C. Z. Yoder Collection, AMC. 
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The ministers of this meeting consider it their duty to express their thinking 
and conviction concerning the following matters: 


Now John says in I John 2 [:15-16]: Do not have love for the world nor for 
what is in the world, for if someone loves the world the love of the Father is not 
in him. For everything which is in the world, that is: the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but of the world. And 
Peter says in I Pet. 3 [:3], that adorning should not be on the outside with 
braiding of hair, or decorating with gold, or the wearing of robes. Also Paul 
says in Rom. 12 [:2]: Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove which is the good, the 
acceptable and perfect will of God. 


Now if by not conforming to this world we can attain to so much that we can 
prove what is the will of God, then it follows undeniably that as long as we 
continue to conform to the world in the above indicated ways we cannot be 
changed and renewed and, of course, cannot meet the conditions necessary to 
prove and discern truly and thoroughly what the true will of God is. [p. 4] 


And since the Savior teaches us so clearly that we may know the tree by its 
fruits, therefore it is expressed in clear language in Holy Writ that proud living, 
both in pompous clothing and in the hair of the head, and in all other things that 
copy the unnecessary and vain world styles, is clearly and entirely forbidden, 
therefore it is herewith 


Ruled [beschlossen] that we admonish with Christian love, all such members 
who are engaged in such things, as well as those who refuse to repel such 
unscriptural behavior, to follow the counsel written to the congregation at 
Laodicea, that is, to repent earnestly in order that she might obtain the crown of 
life. 


The Second Question 


How and in what manner should one deal with a member of the church, in a 
way that is scripturally appropriate, who, from one year to the next, refrains 
from taking part in the Lord’s Supper without giving a scriptural reason for such 
conduct? 


Answer 


We consider [the observance of] the Lord’s Supper to be a command of God 
which is not to be neglected. And if a member of the congregation neglects the 
Lord’s Supper, such should be admonished in love with God’s Word. And 
those who will not accept instruction based on God’s Word, may not retain their 
membership in the congregation.* 


3. Apparently members of Amish congregations were absenting themselves from communion 
service in order to avoid submitting to the discipline of the church. See Proceedings, 1869, 5 for 
discussion of a similar question. Both this question and the following question concerning clothing, 
with their responses, would be quoted in Proceedings, 1872, 26-27. See Tradition, 45 and 294, fn 4 
for further discussion of this issue. 
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Third Question 


How and in what manner shall one deal with church members, according to 
Holy Writ, who are not obedient to the rules and regulations [den Ordnungen] 
of the church, and always take the liberty to conform to the world by wearing 
and adorning the hair according to the styles of the world, and likewise with the 
clothes, to make them according to the prideful world-style? 


Answer 


We believe from God’s Word concerning those church members who always 
want to take the liberty of conforming to the world with hair adorning and 
clothing display according ip. 5} to the styles and practice of the world, that it is 
the duty and responsibility of every minister and bishop [Aeltesten] to admonish 
such members and to warn them earnestly in love with the Gospel and the 
teachings of the apostles. And if obedience is manifested, then, according to 
Holy Writ, the angels of God in heaven are delighted. But those who do not 
want to follow the Gospel in this, and who continue in their disobedience are to 
be likened unto the unfruitful branches of the vine stem, which are to be cut off 
[abgesondert] from the vine. 


A letter signed by different brethren in McLean County, Ill., and a letter from 
[another] brother from the same place were presented to the assembly.* A 
council was appointed to consider the matter, which council brought the letter 
back to the assembly without a report. After some time of discussion it [the 
assembly] was asked if they agreed in general with the opinion expressed 
therein and it was decided with a unanimous No. It was then advised that one 
should deal with such according to Paul’s advice in Titus 3:10. 


A letter from an old and experienced minister from Iowa was handed in. But 
since it was noted that the main thrust of the letter is encompassed in the first 
ruling [of the 1865 conference], it was considered superfluous to vote on the 
total contents of the letter. But it was considered highly important to lay the 


4. The only ministers from McLean County, Ill., present at this ministers’ meeting (in fact from 
any location in Illinois) were Bishop Jonathan Yoder (1795-1869) and his recently ordained 
assistant, Joseph Stuckey (1826-1902). Perhaps they brought these letters with them. They may have 
dealt with the conflict between the more traditional Mackinaw meeting and the more liberal Rock 
Creek congregation led by Yoder and Stuckey. Or perhaps there was conflict between the Rock 
Creek congregation and the even more liberal Hessian Amish church. Or was there conflict within 
one of these congregations? In the Rock Creek congregation buttons were beginning to replace 
hooks-and-eyes, some were wearing neckties and men were shingling their hair—Central 
Conference, 95-96. And universalism may have already raised its head among the Mclean County 
congregations. In September 1865 Joseph Stuckey inquired in the “Questions and Answers” section 
of the Herald of Truth (p. 68) concerning the Biblical statement that “at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father,” whether “all men, 
that is, the whole human race, confess this or only the pious? and when shall every tongue make this 
confession?” 
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following [proposed] ruling before the assembly, which was unanimously 
adopted: 

Ruled [beschlossen] that we fully agree with Brother Schwarzendruber’s 
views concerning the vulgarities [bundling] of single people of opposite sexes 
and we herewith give full support, and admonish all Christian house-fathers to 
prevent all improprieties of the youth in their houses.” 


A writing signed by thirty-four ministers was read to the assembly, in which 
many things were mentioned which the undersigned felt were improper and 
harmful for the church. But since the basic principle or the main thrust had been 
included in the first ruling [of this conference], to declare the same thing again 
was considered by the assembly to be superfluous.’ (p. 6) 


An extensive paper by Brother Jacob Rupp from Fulton Co., Ohio, was 
presented to the meeting.’ A council was appointed to see whether it would be 
helpful or upbuilding to present this matter to the meeting. The council decided 
that the meeting should consider the matter. It was moved and then the motion 
was approved that three bishops [älteste Diener] should be chosen to go to the 
Fulton Co., O., congregation and investigate the matter. The following 
ministers were then selected: Abner Yoder from Somerset Co., Pa.; Samuel 
Yoder from Mifflin County., Pa., and Jacob Kanegy from Logan County, Ohio. 


It was then asked: Is it scriptural to choose a brother as a minister who had 
[once] been in the ban? 


There was extensive discussion of this matter. A council was then appointed 
which then reported that a [any] brother may be selected as a minister if he 
possesses the qualities and virtues which the apostle Paul describes, even though 
at one time he had been in the ban. It was voted upon and the report of the 
council was accepted. 


Question: Is it scriptural to accept evidence in the following manner? 


A brother brings a complaint to another brother against a third person, but 
denies it later. But at another time he told a fourth person the same thing. May 


5. See Part II, Doc. 7, for a translation of Jacob Schwarzendruber’s letter of May 29, 1865. 


6. This “writing” was a kind of position paper which the conservatives presented to the 
assembly. Challenged by the leaders of the 1864 conference to come to the 1865 meeting prepared to 
discuss the issues which were dividing the Amish church, these thirty-four conservatives had met in 
Holmes County only days before and had drawn up this paper, dated June 1, 1865. See Part II, Doc. 
8, for a translation of this paper. The Old Order perspective on this meeting was summed up many 
years later by Bishop David A. Troyer (1827-1906) when he wrote in 1898: 


And afterwards in 1865 an offer was made to them once more personally by us 34 
ministers and elders by a written message. This offer was as follows: if they would return, 
only to the main points of our old rules and regulations, then we would receive them with 
hand and kiss as dear brethren and sisters and minister with them in the word and keep 
the unity of the spirit with them without saying a word about baptism. And this offer was 
made to them in a ministers’ meeting in Wayne County, Ohio, as stated above, in 1865 
(Ein Unparteiischer Bericht von dem Hauptumständen, welche sich ereigneten in den 
sogenannten Alt-Amischen Gemeinden in Ohio, vom Jahr 1850 bis ungefähr 1861, 
vodurch endlich eine volkommene Spaltung entstand [n. p., n. d.], p. 7). 


7. Concerning Jacob Rupp further, see Proceedings, 1864, 4, 8 and fn7; and Proceedings, 1866, 
6-7. 
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the fourth person be used as a witness in such situation? It was decided and 
voted that such a fourth person is a valid witness in such a case. 

It was moved to hold the next annual meeting with the congregation in 
McLean County, Illinois, which motion was accepted unanimously. [p. 7] 

Names and Places of Residence of the Ministers Who Attended the Fourth 
Annual Ministers’ Meeting, Held in Wayne County, Ohio, on the sth, 6th, and 
7th of June, 1865° 


John Bender New Hamburg Waterloo Co. C. W. 
John Gascho Baden Waterloo Co. GW. 
John Yonze Baden Waterloo Co. Cw. 
Daniel D. Miller Berlin Holmes Ohio 
Jeremiah Miller Berlin Holmes Ohio 
Schem Miller Berlin Holmes Ohio 
David D. Troyer Berlin Holmes Ohio 
David Peachey Berlin Holmes Ohio 
Samuel Mast Berlin Holmes Ohio 
Levi Miller Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
Moses Peachey Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
Noah Miller Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
Abraham Mast Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
Eli Miller Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
Moses J. Miller Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
Salomo Miller Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
Noah Mast Schanesville Tuscarawas Ohio 
Moses Wenger Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
David Troyer Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
Peter Peachey Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
Jacob Miller Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
Moses H. Miller Winesburg Holmes Ohio 
Michael Sloncker Paris Stark Ohio 
David Maurer Paris Stark Ohio 
Joseph Becher Paraville Stark Ohio 
Peter Nafziger Archibald [sic] Fulton Ohio 
Jacob G. Nafziger Archibald [sic] Fulton Ohio 
Christian Miller Archibald [sic] Fulton Ohio p. 8] 
Nicolas King Pettysville Fulton Ohio 
Jacob Roop Archibald [sic] Fulton Ohio 
John King West Liberty Logan Ohio 
Jacob Kanagy Bellefontaine Logan Ohio 


8. No representatives came to the 1865 conference from either the liberal or conservative 
ministers in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. The month before the conference Shem Zook had 
written to John Stoltzfus on May 8, 1865: “Br. Stoltzfus, who of Lancaster County, or how many 
intend to come to the annual [church-wide ministers’] meeting? I think it is important to encourage 
them to do this, for I think some important issues will come before the meeting.”—Stolizfus 
Documents, Doc. 48. 
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Salomo Glatzman [Stutzman?] Lancaster 
John Smiley Goschen 
John L. Miller Goschen 


Joseph P. Hostetler 


Middleburg [sic] 


Joseph Miller Middleburg [sic] 
David D. Miller Middleburg [sic] 
Tobias Yoder Middleburg [sic] 
Christian S. Plank Middleburg [sic] 
Joseph Yoder Ligonier 

Isaac Schmucker Ligonier 

David H. Hostetler Breman 

John C. Schlabach Breman 

Samuel Yoder Milford 

John Ringenberg Locke 

Joseph Stockey [sic] | Danvers 
Jonathan Yoder Bloomington 
Benjamin Eicher Marschall 

F. Schwarzendruber Iowa City 
Samuel Plank West Liberty 
David Plank West Liberty 
John Graber Chamberlain 
Jacob Graber Chamberlain 
Joseph Gerig Leo 

Christ. Zimmerman Rossville 

Moses B. Miller Johnstown 
Abner Yoder Schanksville 
John Esch Spruce Hill 
Elias Riehl Lewisburg 

John Klopfenstein Leo 

Jacob Erisman Rossville 

John Schmucker Waupecong 
Moses Harsberger Waupecong 
Christian Schmucker Waupecong 
Michael Miller Harlan 

Henry Egly’ Linn Grove 


Fairfield 
Elkhart 
Elkhart 
Elkhart 
Elkhart 
Elkhart 
Elkhart 
Elkhart 
[Noble] 
[Noble] 
Marschall 
Marschall 
Kosciusko 
Elkhart 
McLean 
McLean 
Henry 
Johnston [sic] 
Logan 
Logan 
Allen 
Allen 
Allen 
Clinton 
Cambria 
Somerset 
Juniata 
Union 
Allen 
Clinton 
Miami 
Miami 
Miami 
Allen 
Adams 


Ohio 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ill. 
Ill. 
Iowa 
Iowa 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Penn. 
Penn. 
Penn. 
Penn. 
Penn. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. [p. 9] 
Ind. 


9. Henry Egly (1824-1890) was a bishop in the congregation in Adams County, Indiana. This 


settlement began in 1843 with the arrival of John Schindler (1801-1877), his son Peter N. Schindler 
(1843-1925) and Jacob Leichty (b. 1819). By the time of the 1865 ministers’ meeting, Egly and 
some members of the congregation there had received what he called “more and more the truth about 
salvation, repentance, and forgiving of sins.”—Henry Egly, “A Brief History of My Life,” trans. by 
Emma Steury, 1-2, Henry Egly Papers, AMC. Egly’s manuscript in the original German is now 
misplaced or lost. Six months before the 1865 conference Egly wrote to Peter Litwiller (1809-1878) 
in Canada (Part II, Doc. 6) about his concerns. He was against the marriage of first cousins; he was 
against the ordaining of persons who had once been under the ban; he was against “sinful pride . . . 
permitting . . . all kinds of impurity and unchastity” in the church; and he defined discipleship as “a 


full grown maturity in Christ.” 


The situation in Egly’s congregation became critical during a meeting of the church on Good 
Friday, 1865, and questions were raised about persons who had been baptized “without repentance.” 
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Samuel King New Wilmington Lawrence Penn. 
Joel Peachey Grantsville Allegheny Md. 

Daniel Harshberger Elklick Somerset Penn. 
John K. Yoder Orrville Wayne Ohio 
Salomo Zook Orrville Wayne Ohio 
Jacob Troyer Orrville Wayne Ohio 
Jacob King Orrville Wayne Ohio 
Christian Brandt Smithville Wayne Ohio 
Christian Schantz Smithville Wayne Ohio 
C. K. Yoder Smithville Wayne Ohio 
Peter Blough Smithville Wayne Ohio 
Samuel Yoder Belleville Mifflin Penn. 
Enock Zook Belleville Mifflin Penn. 
John Yoder Belleville Mifflin Penn. 
David J. Zook Allenville Mifflin Penn. 
Daniel Graber Canton Stark Ohio 
Peter Schrack Louisville Butler Ohio 
Peter Imhoff Trenton Butler Ohio 
Jacob Yoder Benton Holmes Ohio 
Jonathan Schmucker Orrville Wayne Ohio 
Christian Egly Marklesville [sic] Wayne Ohio 
Emanuel Hostetler Madisonburg Wayne Ohio 


> 


During the summer of 1865 Egly “had to suffer much and was called by rude and shameful names,’ 
and by fall there could be no communion because the congregation lacked peace. That fall Egly and 
his followers organized their own congregation and Joseph Schwartz (1834-1920) was ordained as 
bishop in 1866 for the remaining congregation—now Old Order Amish. Joseph Schwartz’s son 
David Schwartz (1862-1953) led a split in the Old Order Amish Church in Adams County, Indiana 
on June 4, 1894 which formed the Amish Christian Church. By 1870 an Amish Mennonite 
congregation under the leadership of John Rich (b. 1804) had organized, and had constructed a 
meetinghouse in French Township, Adams County.—Egly, “A Brief History; “ “Adams County 
(Ind.) Amish,” by N[oah] Z[ehr], ME 1:11; Mennonite History, 288; Mennonites in Indiana, 195- 
196; Marie H. Schwartz, Joseph A. Schwartz and Lydia Borkholder and Their Descendants (Berne, 
Indiana: 1987), 4-6. It was quite likely at this meeting that Henry Egly and Jacob Rupp of Fulton 
County, Ohio, first met.—Out of the Wilderness, 65. 


Bericht der 


Berhandlungen 


der fünften jahrlihen Zufammenfunft 


— ber — 


Amifchen Mennoniten-Diener und Brüderfchaft, 


geßulten ten 
20., 21., 22. und 23. Mai 1866, 
am Wohnort von Johannes Struphar, in ber Nähe von 


Danvers, McLean Co., Jlinois. 


Gedruct in ber Office bed „Herolds ber Wahrheit,” No. 91 und 93 Randolph-Strafe, 


Chicago, Ilinois, 
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THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1866 


Report of the Proceedings' of the Fifth Annual Gathering RI a 
of the Amish Mennonite Ministers and Brotherhood,’ Held on the 2oth, 215 

22nd. and 23'd of May, 1866, at the home of John Struphar,’ in the Vicinity of 
Danvers, McLean Co., Illinois pp. 3] 


Report of the Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Gathering of the Amish 
Mennonite Ministers and Brotherhood 


In accordance with the decision made last year at the conference 
[Rathsversammlung] to hold the annual conference of the Amish Mennonite 
brotherhood in the year 1866 at Pentecost, in McLean Co., Ill., a very large 
number of ministers, also brethren and sisters? and others,° assembled on the 


1. Those who had attended previous sessions of conference must have noted immediately that the 
composition of the 1866 conference meeting at Danvers, Ill., differed markedly from previous 
sessions, particularly that of 1865. Conspicuous by their absence were the conservatives. Of those 
thirty-four traditionalists who had come to the 1865 conference with their position paper, only one— 
Abner Yoder from Somerset County, Pennsylvania, who actually wavered in the direction he would 
take until about 1871—appeared at Danvers in 1866. Not a single conservative from those three 
major centers of schism—northern Indiana, Holmes County, Ohio, and Mifflin County, 
Pennsylvania—attended in 1866, nor any year thereafter. Adding to the change in atmosphere was 
the presence and participation of forty-five delegates (three-fifths of the total delegate body) from 
Illinois. Only two delegates from that state had attended the ill-fated 1865 conference. Representing 
the uniformly change-minded congregations from central Illinois, these forty-five ministers must 
have accented the new direction which the conference would take. 


Curiously, the minutes of the 1866 conference do not reflect any recognition of the new state of 
affairs in the Amish church. There is no recognition of the finality of the schism and no concern is 
expressed for the absence of the conservatives. The silence about these disturbing circumstances is 
deafening. Even with the absence of the conservatives, however, the conference was not without its 
problems. Bishop Henry Egly in Adams County, Indiana, was troubling the waters there and 
elsewhere by insisting that applicants for baptism be able to testify to a heart warming conversion 
experience. Egly’s influence had reached the Amish in Livingston County, Illinois (p. 6), particularly 
Joseph Rediger’s congregation at Gridley. Jacob Rupp, who held beliefs similar to those of Egly, had 
sought and received the reluctant attention of the conferences of 1864 and 1865. In the conference of 
1866 he would again be heard. 


2. Zusammenkunft is here used for the first time. Title pages for previous conferences had used 
the term, Versammlung. In the 1868 and 1869 Proceedings the wording reverts to Versammlung. For 
the remaining Proceedings (1870-78), Versammlung is used on the title page and is replaced by 
Zuzammenkunft in the sub-title on the following page. 

3. For the first time and hereafter the conference name included “brotherhood” [Brüderschaft] as 
well as “ministers.” 

4. John Strubhar (1808-1883) and his wife Anna Schertz (1820-1901) lived on a farm five miles 
north of Danvers. He was a deacon in the Rock Creek congregation. Joseph Stuckey reported of this 
gathering: “There were present at this meeting, as I was informed by brethren who made an estimate, 
about 1,500, among whom were seventy-four ministers.”—Pre. Joseph Stuckey, “A Visit to the 
Churches in lowa,” HoT (July 1866), 56. 

5. One of the “brethren” attending the conference was the one-armed private schoolteacher 
Christian Erismann (1835-1905) who was conducting a school in the home of Johann Ackerman 
(1819-1895), near Groveland, Illinois. Erismann tells of his attendance at the conference in his 
journal: 

If I remain well and God wills, I will go to my friend Daniel Schönbeck [1816-1892] and 
to my brother on Saturday, from there to the conference (or the big meeting of the Old- 
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20th of May at the home of Johannes Struphar, where two worship services 
were held.’ The forenoon meeting was opened with an admonition and prayer 
by Benj. Eicher from Iowa. Then a very impressive sermon [Predigt] was 
delivered about the solemn observance of holy Pentecost by Joh. K. Joder from 
Ohio, by which, through the blessing and support of God, many a God-loving 
soul was fed and refreshed, and the lazy and the apathetic were reminded very 


Amish Mennonites). 
* * * * * 


May 18.... If God wills in the morning I will go to my friend Schönbeck and to my 
brother [Jacob Erismann, 1828-1898], and from there to the conference on Monday. 


May 24. This morning I have just come home from the conference. On Saturday I went to 
Daniel Schönbeck’s for whom my brother works. From there on Sunday we went to the 
meeting at Johann Strupp’s where there was morning and also afternoon meeting. There 
was very good and earnest preaching by several different unfamiliar preachers. In the 
evening I was with Schönbeck’s and my brother again. On Sunday very many people 
were gathered, who heard the preaching. I believe there were almost twelve hundred. On 
Monday we, that is Daniel Schönbeck, Jacob Schönbeck [1816-1892], my brother and I, 
went back again. 


Monday, May 21, 1866, the conference began at Johann Strupp’s, Danvers, McLean Co. 
Ill., and lasted until Wednesday evening, May 24, 1866. It pleased me very much, 
especially the last three addresses given by Johann K. Yoder from Ohio, Abraham Mast 
from Pa., [more correctly, from Holmes County, Ohio] and [Jonas D.] Troyer from 
Indiana, which were very, very stimulating addresses. And the entire conference, where 
many people were gathered, continued for three days in the greatest tranquility and 
orderliness. May the dear God bless that the Mennonites may again be united. Oh, how 
much better and nicer it would be, if we would strive for the goal set before us with 
united strength. I cherish the hope that it will yet come to this, that if not all, then 
hopefully the greater part—“Kiirtze Lebenbeschreibung und Tagebuch von Christian 
Erismann,” 37-38, AMC. 


One of the “sisters” attending the conference was Lydia Zook Yoder (1827-1887), who traveled to 
Illinois with her husband, Bishop John K. Yoder (1824-1906). She had also attended the 1863 
conference in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania (Creative Congregationalism, 92). 


6. Tradition says that one of the “others” attending was a newspaper correspondent from New 
York. Olynthius Clark tells the story in an article dealing with the life of his grandfather Joseph 
Joder (1797-1887), known as the “Schoolmaster.” Clark writes: 


In May, 1866, from the 20th to the 22d, the conference was convened in Illinois, on the 
farm of John Strubhar, about four miles west of the great town of Carlock. The records of 
this conference do not mention the name of Schoolmaster Joder, but there is an 
interesting collateral report of the conference, which does speak of him. The tradition— 
for it may be naught but that—is that a New York news correspondent covered the 
conference and characterized the people as “a very simple, plain and illiterate people,” 
but with one notable, outstanding man among them, a self-educated man, a Greek and 
Latin scholar and a writer of poetry, both German and English; in short a man in advance 
of the times, particularly of the people with whom he was connected. The report of the 
reporter’s story may be overdrawn, but if it be more than mere tradition, it is quite 
erroneous at one point—in characterizing the people as “illiterate” (Olynthius Clark, 
“Joseph Joder, Schoolmaster-Farmer and Poet, 1797-1887,” Transactions of the Illinois 
State Historical Society [1929], 153-54). 


Clark also reported in 1929: “The writer, with assistance by others, has thus far failed to find this 
reported story in any of New York papers examined, although not all have yet been checked up.” 

7. Although from the beginning, the annual conferences assembled on Pentecost Sunday and 
held forenoon and afternoon services, the minutes did not include an account of them until 1866. 
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strongly of their duties. In the afternoon the doctrine of salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ alone [die alleinseligmachende Heilslehre unseres Herrn Jesu 
Christi] was presented under God’s rich blessing by the brethren Abraham Mast 
from Ohio, and Samuel Joder from Pa., and also attested to by several [other] 
brethren. [p. 4 


Monday, the 21S! of May 


The meeting was opened with admonition and prayer by J. K. Joder from 
Ohio, in which he explained the purpose of the meeting. Then upon the 
suggestion of Jos. Stuckey*® from III., Samuel Joder from Mifflin Co., Pa., was 
elected as chairman and J. K. Joder from Ohio as assistant. Then Benj. Eicher 
from Iowa and George C. Boller from Ind. were elected as secretaries. 


The following regulations were then read and adopted: 
Regulations for the Fifth Ministers’ Meeting 


In the first place God’s grace, peace and mercy through Jesus Christ, and the 
supporting power of the Holy Spirit is invoked upon all brethren and sisters, and 
to all God-seeking souls as well. Let us now be upright in love and grow in 
every way in Him who is the head, Christ, in whom the whole body is put 
together, and one member clings to the other, so that one assists the other, 
according to the work of each member in his measure, so that the body may 
grow in self-improvement; and all of this in love—for love is the bond of 
perfection—and tender in your faith a virtue and good order, for God is a God 
of order [der Ordnung], so that no one may cause offense or vexation. Second: 
The meeting is to be held in order to build ourselves up on the foundation of 
God’s Word, and not in order to make laws [Gesetze] or rulings [Beschliisse]’ 
contrary to the Gospel. pp. 5) 


Third: Every minister shall be allowed to express himself publicly, but not to 
speak more than twenty minutes at one time. 


Fourth: Only one person shall speak at the same time, and it is to be carefully 
observed that no one disturb or interrupt him. 


Fifth: The chairman and his assistant shall be permitted to discipline all 
mumblings and all disturbances. 


Sixth: Every minister who wants to join this gathering as a co-worker 
[participant] may not refuse to present his gift [of admonishing or preaching] 
which he has received from the Lord, if the chairman asks for it.'° 


8. For the first time it is clearly the bishop of the host congregation who is nominating the 
chairman of the meeting. 

9. The frequent repetition of this self-imposed restraint, not only as formally adopted by 
succeeding conferences, but as asserted by many of the conference leaders is puzzling, for the 
conference was constantly making rulings (Beschlüsse). Perhaps the assembled ministers thought 
that they were merely applying obvious and time-honored scriptural principles and standards and 
therefore were not violating Rule 2. 


10. See the Proceedings, 1864, 5, for the origin of this rule. 
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Seventh: Every minister who wants to express himself shall rise and speak 
loudly and clearly. 

Eighth: All items [Artikel] to be discussed at this meeting shall be presented 
in writing. 

Ninth: It shall be the right of the chairman and his assistant to withhold any 
items or questions which might be brought to them which they do not deem 
helpful or edifying. 

Tenth: It shall be the chairman’s duty to enforce all the [procedural] 
regulations which are made here. The meeting and the proceedings may 
continue from day to day according to the pleasure of the majority of the 
ministers. 

May the Lord give His blessing and His favor through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


After the acceptance of these rulings the morning’s [p.o) proceedings were 
closed by Jonas D. Troyer from Indiana. 


In the afternoon edifying and encouraging talks were given by Isaac 
Schmucker and Joseph Yoder from Ind. and Johannes Esch from Pa. 


A report from the congregation in Livingston Co., Ill., was brought before 
the meeting and the following council was appointed: J. D. Troyer, Eli Miller, 
Abner Joder, Nikolaus Augspurger, and John P. Kinig, who advised as follows: 


We the designated council are agreed that three men shall be selected by this 
assembly to go the the Livingston Co. congregation to examine the 
circumstances and report to the next church-wide meeting.'' These duties were 
placed upon Joseph Joder, Ind., John Werrey, and John Esch. 


11. No report of such visit appears in the 1867 Proceedings. However such a visit was, in fact, 
made to Livingston County. Joseph Stuckey wrote soon after: “On the 24 [of May, 1866], I went in 
company with several ministers to Livingston Co. Illinois, to visit the brethren and sisters, and on 
account of some dissensions among them there, which are to be brought before our Conference. On 
the 26th I returned home.”—Stuckey, “A Visit,” HoT ( July 1866), 56. 


These “dissensions” centered on Joseph Rediger (1826-1904) who had been ordained a minister 
for the Gridley Prairie congregation on Aug. 16, 1863 and then as resident bishop on March 18, 
1865. During the Civil War Joseph came to believe “that the experience of change of heart and true 
spiritual life were sadly missing” in the church. In January, 1866, he visited in Allen County, 
Indiana, where Henry Egly was also visiting. Then in March, 1866, Egly went to Livingston County 
to conduct a funeral and several persons had a definite experience of repentance. It was later 
remembered that “some ministers from the east,” including John K. Yoder, visited the congregations 
to “settle the difficulty,” and at first “partly succeeded,” but soon “the split was made permanent.” — 
Henry Egly, “A Brief History of My Life,” trans. Mrs. Emma Steury, pp. 1-2, Henry Egly Papers, 
AMC; Christian R. Egle, “Brief History of Salem Mennonite Church,” typescript (May 18, 1925), 3. 
Egly’s manuscript in the original German is now misplaced or lost). 


Christian Shrock (1826-1917), who moved to Livingston County Illinois in 1868, contended in 
1905 that the “Redigers [went] before conference [in] [18]66.” There is no other record in the 
minutes that Bishop Joseph Rediger and his brother Minister John Rediger (1828-1882, ordained in 
1860), were present at the sessions.—C. Henry Smith Papers. 


In 1905 Daniel Steinman of Livingston County, Illinois since 1865 remembered that “at time of 
conference at Mackinaw” [1866 Deiner Versammlung] they “chose a committee to set things right 
[between] Rediger and rest of church... Committeee first fixed things. Finally Joe Rediger said in 
John Rediger’s house that split must be made, all who would follow him must come to him.”—C. 
Henry Smith Papers. See also Proceeding, 1866, note 21 for a possible reference to this situation in 
Livingston County. 
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[After being] earnestly admonished by Andreas Rapp, with prayer and 
thanksgiving to the Lord the proceedings of the day were closed by Christian 
Rupp. 


Tuesday, the 224 of May 


To the honor and praise of almighty God the meeting was opened with a 
suitable admonition and an earnest prayer by John P. Kinig. 


Abner Joder submitted the following report: 


A lengthy writing was handed in to the conference of 1865 by Jacob Rupp of 
Fulton County, Ohio, with complaints and accusations against other ministers 
and congregations.'” [At that time] a council was appointed which decided that 
three bishops [völlige Diener] should be selected to investigate the matter. 
Whereupon Abner Joder from Pa., ip. 7} Jacob Kenegy from Ohio, and Samuel 
Joder from Pa. were selected. 


The above named ministers [then] carried out their responsibility on the 21St 
of June of the same year and gathered Peter Nafziger and his congregation 
together in order to examine the matter. Three complaints were were presented 
which were mostly directed against Peter Nafziger and his fellow ministers, but 
without any basis or sufficient proof. The plaintiff admitted that he had accused 
the ministers from Holmes Co., Ohio,'” of things which we did not find to be 
that way, but he refused to withdraw them [his accusations], and insisted that he 
had the right to continue with his little flock [Herdlein]. 


He was asked to prove his things, but he said that he did not need any 
witnesses. He who knows all things is his witness. 


The complainant had withdrawn earlier from the accused and had no longer 
fellowshipped with them in the Word because of the above mentioned three 
complaints, but he could not give us sufficient reason to justify a division. The 
accused were willing to accept whatever would be laid upon them, but were not 
found guilty. The complainant would not accept anything and justified himself 
in what he was doing [in seiner Sache]. 


Examined and found to be as indicated by us. 


Abner Joder 
Samuel Joder 
Jacob Kenegy 


12. Tradition says that Jacob Rupp was “jealous of Peter Nofziger” with a “jealousy in the 
ministry.” Nofziger has been described as “strong willed,” and that as bishop he “was head-strong 
and liked to exercise his authority.” The Amish church was going “too high” for Rupp. Furthermore, 
Nofziger was reportedly “convinced that the new birth was a worldly teaching” (Out of the 
Wilderness, 66-67, 98). 

13. The entire content of this paragraph suggests that Rupp’s accusations were primarily against 
the Fulton County ministers. Perhaps in naming the county the secretary inadvertently substituted 
Holmes for Fulton. But, since his complaints were also “against other . . . congregations,” he may 
have had some complaints also against the Holmes County, Ohio, ministry. 
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N. B. John P. Kinig and Joh. K. Joder certify that in a later visit to Fulton 
Co., Ohio, they have found the situation as stated in the above report.’ [p. 3] 


Then counsel was requested from this assembly on how to treat a brother, 
according to the Gospel, who has been called to the ministry by the 
congregation, but declines it, and gives as his reason that he has not the gifts and 
virtues which Paul teaches [that a minister should have]. 


It was then unanimously decided that a brother could not refuse in such a 
situation, since the abilities and spiritual armor which a minister of Christ 
should have can only be acquired from God and His Holy and Good Spirit 
through earnest prayer. And almighty God does not require of anyone more 
than He has entrusted to him, and therefore any refusal is disobedience. 


Then counsel was requested on how to deal with a minister who, through 
carelessness, has got himself entangled in a lawsuit." 


Thereupon Peter Nafziger, Nikolaus Augspurger, Enoch Zug, Jos. Yoder, 
and Joseph Goldschmidt were appointed to a council which, after lengthy 
discussion thereon, reported as follows: We have heard both sides. We believe, 
according to the intent of God’s Word, that the brother may not continue thus. 
As to the lawsuit, we cannot find a sufficient reason to relieve him of his 
ministry, since we have not found that he was the initiator of the lawsuit. And 
concerning the advancement [Beförderung; denoting advancement to the office 
of bishop] of his ministry, we want to leave that to his home congregation. 


A request in writing from several ministers of a western congregation,'° to 
unite in the name of the Lord with the neighboring congregations and [also] 
with the church-wide conference [Versammlung] was brought in, which 1.9] was 
turned over to the following council for examination: Abner Yoder, Johann 
Werrey, Nikolaus König, John Joder, Pa., and John P. Kinig. 


This council then engaged the indicated ministers in private conversation and 
put before them the proceedings of the preceding ministers’ meetings, with the 
question whether they were willing to cooperate in obeying them, with the 
Lord’s help, in a Gospel-oriented attitude, and in true repentance help to build 


14. This follow-up inspection, seemingly pursued by these bishops on their own volition, is an 
indication, among many others, that John K. Yoder and John P. King, along with Samuel Yoder, 
constituted a kind of informal and perennial leadership team for the conference. 


15. The question and its reply fit the circumstances of minister Christian Farni (1800-1882) of 
the local Mackinaw meeting. See his biography and accompanying notes in Part III for a description 
of Farni’s financial and legal difficulties. 


16. Ministers from three “western congregations”—all in Illinois—were present for the first time 
at the 1866 ministers’ meeting. These ministers and congregations included: six ministers from the 
Gridley Prairie congregation in Livingston County, five ministers from the Hessian congregation in 
McLean County (the only time they attended), and five ministers from the Partridge Creek 
congregation in Woodford County. It seems most likely that this request came from either the 
Gridley Prairie or Partridge Creek ministers. No recorded report of a meeting of congregations for 
this purpose was given at the 1867 conference. Perhaps this indicates that the request did come from 
the Hessian congregation who then decided not to pursue further relationship with the conference or 
neighboring congregations. 

Or perhaps, this was the occasion referred to in 1905 by Christian Schrock when Joseph Rediger 
and John Rediger were “before conference [in] [18]66.”— Proceedings, 1866, fn 11. 
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the church to God’s praise, honor, and glory, to which they answered with Yes. 
Then the matter was turned over to the above indicated congregations to 
assemble together and, with God’s holy assistance, to talk in love and 
forbearance, and then to report to the next meeting. 


Inspirational talks were given by several brethren, and by means of God’s 
rich blessing a general atmosphere of love and forbearance prevailed. 


After a lengthy discussion about the third answer of last year’s ministers’ 
meeting, it was affirmed that such are considered to be in accordance with the 
Gospel, since a follower of Christ does not seek to appear in vain pomp and 
finery, but is satisfied with simple and comfortable clothing for covering and 
protecting the body, and in all things behave himself in moderation and 
orderliness. He also responds to kind instruction. 


Upon written request from the ministers and some brethren from Johnson 
Co., lowa, Andreas Rupp, Christ. Rupp, and Jonathan Joder were appointed to 
go there and assist in ip. 10}a discussion and investigation." 


The proceedings of the day were closed with a loving admonition and prayer 
by Abner Yoder. 


Wednesday, the 23'4 of May 


John Joder from Pennsylvania opened the meeting with a very impressive 
talk and prayer. 


A request, signed by several ministers from Elkhart, Lagrange, and Noble 
counties, Indiana, was presented to the assembly, wherein it was requested that 
Joh. K. Joder, Benj. Eicher, Samuel Joder, Eli Miller, John P. Kinig, and Christ. 
K. Joder be directed to go to the above named churches and assist in an 
investigation. This was approved.'® 


17. This ministerial visit followed shortly after the conference. Joseph Stuckey wrote of an 
extended trip which he took to Iowa, including this comment concerning his time in Johnson 
County: 

According to appointment, meeting was held on the 12th [of June, 1866] at the home of 
brother Plank, where I met with Pre. Jonathan Yoder and Christian Rupp of McLean 
County, Illinois, A. Rupp of Tazewell County, Ill., and Bro. J. Goldsmith of Henry 
County, Iowa. The church then made a request of us to give our advice in reference to 
some disagreement that existed among them at that time. We, therefore, had meeting on 
the 13th and 14th also, and by the help of God, we succeeded so far as to bring about, as 
it appeared, a mutual forbearance with one another. I hope, the Lord may add his 
blessing.” —Stuckey, “A Visit,” HoT (1866), 57. 


Specifically, this meeting dealt with the situation of Moses J. “Mose” Kauffman (1826-1898), who 
was involved in controversy in the Sharon congregation concerning an inheritance. He had come 
from Holmes County, Ohio to Johnson County, Iowa in ca. 1856. The Proceedings, 1867, 5, report 
that this ministerial delegation, sent to Schwarzentruber’s congregation in Iowa by the conference of 
1866, was “not able to bring about peace” and the congregation was unable to hold communion 
services in 1866.—Mennonites in Iowa, 130-131; Amish Genealogies, 170, 177; Alma Stutzman, 
comp. and Wilma Stutzman, ed., Family Record of Moses and Catherine (Beachy) Kauffman, 1818- 
1978, 1. For the reaction of Jacob Schwarzentruber, resident bishop in Johnson County, Iowa, to this 
trip, see his letter of Oct. 18, 1866, in Part II, Doc. 12. 


18. In all probability the request concerned the disciplining of Christian Conrad (1826-1906), 
who was under censure, evidently for building a “big house.”—Shem Zook to John Stoltzfus, July 6, 
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The following question was handed in and read: May a person who, for the 
sake of worldly profit, produces intoxicating beverages, or does business with 
such, be considered a useful member of the congregation?” 


There was much discussion by different ministers. It was looked upon as 
improper, and would not throw a good light on the church. We would do much 
better to stay far away from it and stay away from such drinking places and 
rather to avoid such and avert the bad consequences which follow. For at such 
places, chains, nets, and snares are set up in order to catch innocent souls. And 
the Savior cleansed the temple from all improper merchandizing, and there they 
sold only animals for sacrifice and not intoxicating beverages. Then too, our 
secular government has used all sorts of ways to ward off such evils. And if jp. 
11) the government shows such concern, but the Christian church does not, then 
the government is a light to the church, and not the church to the government. 


Complaints were presented about young church members who behave 
themselves improperly in other congregations. The assembly therefore decided 
unanimously that if such persons go into other congregations where otherwise 
they are not at home, and through improper behavior or in any other way give 
offense, the ministers of such congregations shall speak to them and warn them 
in a Gospel-oriented manner and order of vanity and vices in love, for a 
renewed person grows in good habits and virtues, yes, avoids all appearance of 
evil, so that the name of Christ may not be reviled thereby. But if such persons 
will not accept advice, then the said ministers shall inform the congregations 
where such persons are at home. 


John Werrey then made the motion in the name of the churches in 
Champaign and Logan counties, Ohio, to hold the next annual meeting in the 
vicinity of West Liberty, Logan County, Ohio, which was unanimously agreed 
upon, to meet in the name of the Lord at Pentecost, 1867. And herewith every 
congregation in the United States and Canada is also invited to participate in it, 
since the meetings are to be held with one intent only, [that is], for the honor, 
praise, and glory of the almighty heavenly Father, for the edification and 
advancement of the church, so that with God’s help and holy support it might 
grow in love and harmony, that the fruits of righteousness may spring up 
therefrom, yes, so that the [p. 12; kingdom of Christ may be glorified and some, 
yes, that many dearly bought souls might be saturated with a living hope and 
receive grace in Christ Jesus and enter into eternal life. 


1866, Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 51; Travel Diary of Malinda Stoltzfus, May-June, 1866, entries for 
May 30 and 31, Ibid., Doc. 78. 


19. Undoubtedly this was the situation in many congregations. In Illinois Christian Farni (1800- 
1882), a minister who had attended the 1864 conference, but not this one, and his brother, Peter 
Farni (1798-1873), a bishop, had been in the distillery business in 1857.—Steve Nolt, “Amish 
Mennonites and the U. S. Supreme Court: 110 Years before Yoder,’ MHB (July, 1995), 1-4. In John 
K. Yoder’s congregation in Wayne County, Ohio, there were three brewers: Jonathan S. Burkholder 
(1826-1900), Martin L. Rich (1843-1911), and Peter Rich (1833-1906). The Wayne County 
congregation did not implement the advice of the 1866 meeting until 1869.—Creative 
Congregationalism, 73-76, 88. It is interesting that this question was raised in the setting of a 
congregation whose bishop (Joseph Stuckey) was an early advocate of temperance.—Portrait and 
Biographical Album of McLean County, Illinois (Chicago: Chapman Brothers, 1887), 835. 
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Then there was some discussion about one of last year’s reports in the 
printed Proceedings, page 5, lines 9-18, that the advice given there was not to 
be understood as though the persons should be shunned without first having 
been talked to in a brotherly and Gospel-oriented manner. This was discussed 
to the mutual satisfaction [of all]. 


After the peaceful and joyful conclusion of discussions of the questions and 
deliberations which were presented, the brethren Samuel Joder,”’ John K. Joder, 
John Esch, Abraham Mast, and Jonas D. Troyer gave some very impressive 
talks, to which the great and good Lord gave His blessing through His Holy 
Spirit, for there was evident a deep emotion of mutual affection. The home 
duties of the parents were especially emphasized, and the young people were 
lovingly admonished to avoid all evil and dangerous society, to be obedient to 
parents, yes, and to bring the tender young heart to the beloved Jesus early, and 
not to live in the vanities and amusements of the world, as though there were no 
danger, until it might be too late, for we are called only to today. 


The parents too were emphatically instructed to restrain their families daily, 
in a Gospel-oriented manner, in the Word of God, to hold them up in prayer and 
admonition pp. 13} to the Lord daily. For by the neglect of these splendid and holy 
duties we bring about the most terrible results, both in the family and in the 
church. Oh you parents, what responsibility lies upon you! Therefore let us 
profit by the call of the faithful man Moses, where he says: “So take these words 
to heart and into your souls, and bind them as a sign upon your hand, that they 
may be a memorial before your eyes. And teach them to your children, and 
speak of them when you sit in your house, or when you walk along the road, 
and when you lie down or when you arise. And write them upon the pillars of 
your house and on your door” (Deut. 11:18-20). 


The ministers and bishops [Aeltesten] were also instructed to be more faithful 
in visiting the congregations from time to time, to strive, with the Lord’s help, 
to produce a more zealous cooperation. 


With an earnest prayer and thanksgiving for the rich expression of God’s 
grace which the assembly had experienced, the meeting adjourned in the name 
of the Lord.”! 


20. Following the conference Samuel Yoder preached for the Dillon Creek congregation on May 
27, 1866, which met at the home of Andrew Sutter (1841-1921) and his wife, Mary Magdaline 
Klopfenstein (1846-1914).—Erismann, Tagebuch, 39. 


21. The conference “closed in a very peaceful and harmonious manner,” as Shem Zook wrote to 
John Stoltzfus on July 6, 1866: 


I want to tell you how the ministers’ meeting came off, according to our ministers and 
according to a letter received. The number of ministers who assembled was in the sixties. 
The ministers from one congregation were set back. Then these same ones offered to do 
all that was demanded of them in order to effect a restoration. Their circumstances will be 
examined. Jonathan Yoder wrote to me. He and A[ndreas] Rupp were sent to the 
Schwarzendruber congregation in Iowa where there was dissatisfaction, and their work 
was blessed with good results. So far as the proceedings of the “Conferenz” are 
concerned, it closed in a very peaceful and harmonious manner. The minutes are to be 
printed rather extensively. Samuel Yoder and Enoch Zook were in J[onas] D. Troyer’s 
congregation to resolve discord. Christian Conrad, who lives in a big house, was put in 
the ban.—Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 51. 
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Finally Jos. Stuckey from Illinois made a few remarks that in No. 27 of the 
Herold der Wahrheit there was an invitation from John M. Brenneman from 
Ohio, for the purpose of organizing a church-wide meeting in order to bring the 
different branches of Mennonites into a closer union.” [p. 14] 


Names and Places of Residence of the Ministers 


Names Post Office County [State] 
Samuel Yoder Belleville Mifflin Pa. 
Enoch Zug Belleville Mifflin Pa. 
John Joder Belleville Mifflin Pa. 
John Esch Spruce Hill Juniata Pa. 
John K. Joder Orrville Wayne Ohio 
Jacob König Orrville Wayne Ohio 
Christ. K. Yoder Smithville Wayne Ohio 
Nikolaus König Pettysville Fulton Ohio 
Peter Nafziger Archibald [sic] Fulton Ohio 
John P. Kinig Kennard Champaign Ohio 
John Werrey Urbana Champaign Ohio 
Jos. Augspurger Overpeck Butler Ohio 
Joseph Meyer Blue Ball Butler Ohio 
Nikol. Augspurger Trenton Butler Ohio 
Abraham Mast Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
Eli Miller Walnute Creek Holmes Ohio 
Noah Mast Shanesville Holmes Ohio 
Jonas D. Troyer Goshen Elkhart Ind. 
John Smiley Goshen Elkhart Ind. 
Joseph Joder Ligonier Noble Ind. 
Joseph Kauffman Ligonier Noble Ind. 
Isaac Schmucker Ligonier Noble Ind. 
George Z. Boller Ligonier Noble Ind. 
Christ. Miller Middlebury Elkhart Ind. 1.15] 
Jacob Ehrisman Rossville Clinton [Ind. not] Ohio 
Joseph Goldschmidt Trenton Henry Iowa 
Peter Tschantz Marshall Henry Iowa 
Benj. Eicher Marshall Henry Iowa 
F. Schwarzendruber Iowa City Johnson Iowa 
Abner Joder Iowa City Johnson Iowa 
Joseph Stuckey Danvers McLean nl. 
Christian Gingerich Danvers McLean Ill. 
Johannes Stehli Danvers McLean nl. 
Michael Miller Bloomington McLean m. 
Kilean Kennel Bloomington McLean Ill. 


22. This call by John M. Brenneman (1816-1895) for a union of all Mennonites consisted of a 
four-column spread, occupying neatly and precisely the front page of both the Herold der Wahrheit 
and the Herald of Truth for March, 1866. In the latter it was captioned, “Unity Among the Brethren.” 
It is reprinted in Part II, Doc. 11. 


Christ. Nafziger 
Johannes Struphar 
Joh. P. Schmidt 
Jakob Wagler 

Val. Neuhauser 
Joh. Albrecht 
Christ. Schlegel 
Andreas Augstein 
Christian Rupp 
Joseph Bürkey 
Jakob Hostettler 
Andreas Rupp 
Jacob Unzicker 
Peter Rupp 
Andreas Bürkey 
Johannes Burkey 
Joseph Hostettler 
Christ Nafziger 
Noah Augsburger 
Daniel Brenneman 
Peter Guth 
Nikolaus Roth 
Peter Roth 

Christ. Gerber 
Christ. Scherz 
Michael Moseman 
Daniel Roth 

Jakob Zehr 

Christ. Risser 
Jonathan Joder 
Michael König 
Jacob Miller 
Michael Kinzinger 
Jacob Nafziger 
Joseph Bachman 
Christ. Scherz 
Joseph Beltzly 
Johann Nafziger 
Joseph Albrecht 
Andr. Zimmerman 


Proceedings — 1866 


Bloomington 


Danvers 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Chenoa 
Hudson 
Hudson 
Pekin 

Pekin 

Pekin 

Pekin 

Pekin 
Morton 
Tremont 
Hopedale 
Hopedale 
Hopedale 
Hopedale 
Washington 
Washington 
Washington 
Washington 
Washington 
Blue Town 
Groomland 
Fornisville 
Fornisville 
Fornisville 
Fornisville 
Fornisville 
Fornisville 
Panoli 
Metamora 
Metamora 
Spring Bay 
Hopedale 
Tiskilwa 
Princeton 


McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 


Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 


Tazewell 
Bureau 
Bureau 


Il. 
m. 
Il. 
Hl. 
Hl. 
Hl. 
Il. 
m. 
nl. 
Il. 
Hl. 
Hl. 
nl. 
Hl. 
Hl. 
Hl. 
m. 
m. 
m. 


Il 
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Il. 
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THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1867 


Report of the Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Gathering of the Amish 
Mennonite Ministers and Brotherhood, Held on the gth, ıoth, 11 th, and 12th of 
June, 1867, at the Home of John D. Yoder' in the Vicinity of West Liberty, 
Logan County, Ohio. [p. 3] 


Report of the Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Gathering of the Amish 
Mennonite Ministers and Brotherhood 


In accordance with the decision of last year’s conference 
[Rathsversammlung], to hold the 1867 conference of the Amish Mennonites at 
Pentecost, in Logan Co., O.,” it assembled on the 9th of June at the home of 
Johannes D. Joder,* near West Liberty, where two public services were held, in 
the forenoon by Samuel Joder and Abraham Mast, and in the afternoon by 
Joseph Stuckey and Elias Riel. Messages were given by the above named about 
the solemn observance of holy Pentecost and the healing peace doctrine of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Proceedings of the First Day; Monday, the 10th of June 


The assembly was opened with singing, followed by an admonition and 
prayer by Joseph Burkey from Pekin, Ill., in which he explained the purpose of 
the meeting. pp. 4) 


1. The “Omish Mennonite Conference” of 1867 was announced in the Herald of Truth (March 
4, 1867), 40, thus: 

The General Conference of the Omish Mennonite Church will meet on Whitsuntide, 
(which will occur on the 2nd Sunday in June) near West Liberty, Logan Co., Ohio, as 
will be seen from the following resolution passed at their last annual Conference held in 
McLean Co., Ill.: “John Werry, on behalf of the churches in Champaign and Logan 
counties, Ohio, proposed that the next annual conference be held in the vicinity of West 
Liberty, Logan Co., Ohio, which was unanimously agreed to, that in the name of the 
Lord, we meet on Whitsuntide, 1867, and that herewith every church in the United States 
and Canada be invited to take part therein, being that this meeting shall be held with the 
one view only, to honor, praise and glorify the almighty and heavenly Father, to the 
edification and advancement of the church, that, with the help of God and his divine 
support, it may increase in love and unity, and bring forth fruits of righteousness, that the 
kingdom of Christ may be glorified, and many precious souls, refreshed with a living 
hope in Christ Jesus, may obtain grace and enter into eternal life.” 

A shorter notice appeared in The Herald of Truth (April 1867), 56, under “Conferences”: “THE 
GENERAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE of the Omish Mennonite Church will meet on Whitsuntide 
(the second Sunday in June) near West Liberty, Logan Co., Ohio.” This identical announcement 
appeared again in the Herald of Truth (May 1867), 72. 

2. On July 6, 1866 Shem Zook had written to John Stoltzfus: “The next Yearly ‘Conferenz’ is to 
be held in Champaign County, Ohio. Then the ministers’ meeting following that one, if the 
Lancaster ‘Countier[s]’ do not want it, will likely be in Kishacoquillas [Mifflin County]. As yet it is 
uncertain.” —Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 51. 

3. John D. (“Red John”) Yoder (1815-1895) and his wife Anna Zook Yoder (1818-1892) were 
the parents of 14 children, 11 of whom lived to adulthood. 
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Then upon the motion of John Werey, Elias Riel from Pa. was elected as 
chairman and Abraham Mast added as assistant. C. F. Detweiler* from 
Allensville, Pa., and S. S. Hertzler’ from Lancaster Co., were then elected as 
secretaries. 

The following rules [of procedure; Beschlüsse] were then read and adopted. 


First of all God’s peace, love and mercy through Jesus Christ, and the 
supporting power of the Holy and Good Spirit are invoked upon all the brethren 
and sisters. Let us be upright at all times and seek that which is good in love in 
all the ways which are conducive to peace and improvement, to Him who is the 
Head, Christ, in whom the whole body is joined together, and each member 
clings to the other in the bond of love and to the increase of our improvement 
and perfection. 

First it is decided that all proceedings [Verhandlungen] of former meetings 
which were brought to a conclusion [Beschluss] remain in force unless a 
scriptural proof is presented to the general assembly that those which were not 
enforced are unscriptural. 


Second, no minister who is a member of the meeting? shall have the right to 
make any changes afterward unless he hands in a scriptural proof that it [the 
ruling] is unscriptural or deviates from the Word of God and in that way is 
detrimental.’ 

May the Lord give His blessing thereto through Jesus Christ. Amen. [p. 5] 


The forenoon meeting was then closed with singing. 


Afternoon Session 


After the opening of the meeting with singing, a report was given by Joseph 
Stuckey about a situation in Schwarzendruber’s congregation in Iowa. Several 
brethren from last year’s assembly had been sent there in order to solve a 


4. Christian F. (C. F.) Detweiler (April 28, 1845-Oct. 1, 1889) was a young member of the 
church who migrated to Knox County, Tenn., in 1871. Here he affiliated with the congregation of 
Amish Mennonites under the leadership of John Stoltzfus (1805-1887) for a few years. Later he 
became a minister in the Church of the Brethren. 


5. Solomon S. (S.S.) Hertzler (Oct. 18, 1825 - Oct. 17, 1884) was a member of the South district 
(later the Oak Groove Mennonite Church) in Champaign County, Ohio. His obituary states: “Bro. 
Hertzler was much interested in the upbuilding of the church and an earnest and faithful laborer in 
the Sunday School. He was never married, but loved by all. He died in faith in the Lord Jesus.” — 
”Hertzler,” HoT, (Dec. 1, 1884), 365; Early Sunday Schools, 35 speaks of “the clear bold German 
script of S. S. Hertzler.” The Proceedings list him as from “Lancaster Co.,” but his actual address 
was Lancaster, Ohio. 


6. The German words here are: Ein Mitglied dieser Versammlung—suggesting a sort of delegate- 
to-the-conference status by virtue of one’s ordination to the ministry. 


7. This was not the first attempt to put teeth into the decisions of conference. Already in 1863 the 
assembled ministers had asserted forcefully that those who voted for a ruling and then “do the 
opposite” were expected to “make their peace with the conference.”—Proceedings, 1863, 14. This 
pair of resolutions, with their legalistic wording, appears to amount to a rather assertive position 
about the decisions of conference. No ratification of conference decisions by the congregations 
represented is assumed. These rules, therefore, indicate an attempt to modify the congregational 
polity under which the Amish church had previously operated. 
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disagreement, but were not able to bring about peace. A letter from the above- 
mentioned congregation was then handed in and John K. Joder, Jonas Troyer, 
and Samuel Joder were selected to examine the letter in accordance with a 
ruling made at the second annual meeting, that if a congregation has a question 
which it plans to bring to the annual meeting, then such congregation shall send 
a minister or a brother, instead of merely writing it to the assembly. [Here a 
footnote 1s added: “For an account of this ruling see the Proceedings for the 
second forenoon.”] A question then came before the meeting whether, 
according to the Gospel, a person could be accepted into the church who has 
married a divorced person whose former spouse is still living. The following 
“Committee” was then selected to consider this question and bring a report of 
what was agreed upon to the assembly: Joseph Stuckey, Peter Grawer, John P. 
König, Nicolaus Augspurger, David J. Zug, Christian Joder, William Gerber. 
[p. 6] 

After these proceedings impressive talks were given by Jacob Grawer, Jacob 
Nafziger, John K. Joder, Jacob Schenk,’ Jacob Hostettler, and Isaac Schmucker. 
Our common duties, the duties of ministers, parents and youth toward one 
another and toward God were forcefully presented, to which God graciously 
added His blessing and Spirit. After a prayer by Isaac Schmucker, the 
proceedings of the day were closed with song. 


Proceedings of the Second Day 


After the opening of the meeting, an admonition and prayer were offered by 
William Gerber. 


Then came a question, whether it is scriptural to accept a church letter 
[Zeugniss] which has been signed by only one witness. Some thought that it 
would not be contrary to the Gospel, since the brother who gets the certificate 
may also be counted as a witness, just as in business between brother and 
brother (Matt. 18:16). [But] then it was recognized that on the basis of the self- 
same scripture, such is not sufficient, since the brother who committed the sin 
cannot be considered as a witness, but only the one who has not taken part in the 
sin. Also some did not consider [even] this to be sufficient, since in such cases 
often two or three persons can go out of one congregation into another and, by 
acting as witnesses for one another, are received without a written church letter. 
After considerable more discussion, it was ruled unanimously that no such 
church letter should be accepted. 1.7] 


The report of the “Committee” on the question of the previous day, whether a 
person may be received into the church who is married to a person whose 
divorced spouse is still living: 


8. For a description of the difficulty in Jacob Schwarzendruber’s congregation see Proceedings, 
1866, 9-10, note 16; Mennonites in Iowa, 130-131; and Tradition, 194-195. For the 1863 ruling 
referred to, see Proceedings, 1863, 17. 

9. No Jacob Schenk is listed in the attendance register in 1867 (or ever). This name probably 
refers to Jacob King (1811-1891), the deacon from Wayne County, Ohio as the other three ministers 
named “Jacob” (Jacob Graber, Jacob Nafziger, and Jacob Hostettler) are already listed as giving 
“impressive talks” at this time. 
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We recognize that, according to the teaching of Jesus and the apostles, such a 
thing cannot be permitted as long as he remains in these circumstances. But if 
the adulterer cleanses himself of his sins and repents, then the door is open 
again to receive him. And this cannot be otherwise than that he no longer 
recognizes the divorced person as his spouse, although he is still expected to 
support her with the material means of life and remain unmarried. The report 
was discussed and considered as right by the meeting. The request of 
Schwarzendruber’s congregation in Iowa came up again and, after a lengthy 
discussion, it was decided to send the following council, upon the request of the 
congregation and the ministers who were sent by last year’s conference 
[Rathsversammlung], namely: Jonathan Joder, Christian Rupp, and Andreas 
Rupp, all from Ill. 


Our counsel is that the Iowa ministers and brethren get together in God’s 
name and try once more to solve the quarrels. But if this is not possible, then it 
is our unanimous counsel that each party select men on which they agree, and 
also summon the men who were selected by the former [annual] meeting to see 
whether it is not possible to bring about an honorable peace.” 


The forenoon proceedings were closed with singing. [p. s] 


Afternoon Session 


After the opening of the meeting with singing, a question was presented, 
whether brethren should be permitted to participate in or support the building of 
pillars or monuments in the memory of deceased soldiers, which cost thousands 
of dollars, and benefit neither the dead or the living, and leads only to idolatry. 


Some thought it was not appropriate to make a fuss over it, since everyone 
has the power to do with his own [money] whatever he wishes to, but they did 
not think it proper for one who professes to be a Christian to do something like 
that. It was discussed extensively by a number of ministers who looked upon it 
as improper. 

Johannes Joder said: Although we have the power to do as we like with what 
we possess, yet there are always poor and needy among us to whom we can be 
helpful and in that way make better use of that which we have. 


Lastly Jacob Grawer gave a rather lengthy talk in which he strongly opposed 
such conduct. He said that while each one has power to do with his own as he 
wishes, yet each one who has become a member of a spiritual society or church 
has renounced the world and Satan, together with his lusts and desires, and has 
committed and promised himself to Jesus to live according to His Gospel. 


9. For the appeal from Schwarzendruber’s congregation in 1867 see above, p. 5 of these 
Proceedings. In August and September, 1867 the controversy became critical and in December an 
arbitration committee of four ministers came to Johnson County. On their recommendation Moses J. 
Kauffman made the “highest confession” to the church and then requested his church letter two 
months later. He moved to near Arthur, Illinois arriving on 3 March 1868. In 1869 he was ordained 
as a minister for the Old Order congregation there-—Mennonites in Iowa, 130-131; Centennial 
History, 541. 


See Proceedings, 1866, 9-10 for the formation of a committee to ministers to visit Johnson 
County, Iowa. 
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Thereafter such a one no more has the right to use his own for such idolatry. 
After {p.9] that it was ruled unanimously that such conduct cannot be approved. 


Then a question was put, whether it is proper to give the holy kiss’? where 
the unity of the Spirit cannot be maintained. Some said that they could not 
lightly refused someone who offered such if they knew that he was a faithful 
follower of Christ and that they were of one mind spiritually. Therefore they 
did not want to be pushed into the corner in this matter. 


John K. Joder said that we should consider at all times whether it might 
cause a disturbance and whether we might not take Paul’s word as a guide when 
he says: We have power indeed, but it is not of use to everything. 


So no ruling was made about this. 


It was then requested that the assembly should select men to resolve the 
quarrel between the Logan and Champaign congregations in Ohio.'' The 
following men were then selected: Samuel Joder, Nicolas Augsburger, William 
Gerber, Johannes Joder, and Jonas Trayer. 


During the absence of a “Committee,” admonitions were given by David 
Hertzler and Salomon Stutzman. Then there was singing and after that a talk by 
Michael Schlunecker, and a strong admonition and prayer by Christian Plank. 


The meeting was then closed with singing. 


Proceedings of the Third Day 


After the opening of the meeting an admonition and p. 10) prayer was done by 
Jonathan Schmucker. A question was then posed about John 15:5-6 by Joseph 
Stuckey. His exposition is as follows: He who does not abide in me, is thrown 
away as a decayed branch which is thrown into the fire and burned. Then the 
Savior says: I am the vine stem, you are the branches. Now if such a member 
must be cut off as an unfruitful member or branch or, as Paul says: The body of 
Christ has many members and compares the church to the natural body, that if a 
person must be cut off as an incurable member, can this incurable, rotten, and 
cast-off member or branch be healed back on again? Or how do we understand 
the words of Paul to the Hebrews (6:5-6 and also 12:16) where he says: Do not 
be a fornicator, who sells his birthright like Esau, who was rejected and found 
no room for repentance? Likewise in the sixth chapter, where he says: For it is 
impossible for those who were once enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly 
gift and are made partakers of the Holy Spirit and have tasted the good Word of 


10. See “Kiss,” by J[ames] R[eusser] ME 3:181-85 for further information on the meaning of the 
kiss as an ordinance of the church. 


11. Although Bishop Jacob C. Kenagy had moved to Missouri in 1866, the disharmony between 
these congregations continued, with the situation often focussed on Full Deacon John P. King. In 
December, 1866, Jonas D. Troyer (who had been ordained a minister there in 1854) and John K. 
Yoder had spent a week in the congregations, but had failed to restore harmony. By the time of the 
1867 ministers’ meeting John P. King and John Warye had disagreed on the method of reinstatement 
of a young man who had committed an offense. The two congregations had been sharing a 
meetinghouse until this time, but on coming to the meetinghouse one Sunday, one congregation 
found the doors locked and made arrangements for their services elsewhere.—Early Sunday Schools, 
17-18. 
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God and the power of the world to come, if they fall away and crucify unto 
themselves the Son of God and put Him to shame, to be renewed again unto 
repentance. This was discussed at length by a number of brethren. After much 
weighty discussion, he said: What is impossible with man is possible with God, 
as he says in the prophets: My ways are not your ways, and my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, for as high as is the heaven above the earth, so much higher are 
my ways than your ways, [p.11) and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

At the conclusion of his talk Peter Graber said that all sins are forgiven to 
mortals except blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 


The forenoon proceedings were closed with singing. 


Afternoon Proceedings 

After the opening of the meeting with singing, it was decided unanimously to 
hold the next annual meeting at Pentecost, in Mifflin Co., Pa., the Lord willing. 

And all ministers, brethren and sisters in the United States and Canada who 
are so inclined, are invited to attend.'? 

Abraham Mast and Elias Riel gave farewell talks, after which powerful 
messages were brought by Peter Graber and Samuel Yoder, in which the duties 
of ministers, parents, and the youth toward each other and toward God were 
strongly emphasized, through the blessing and the Spirit, and to the glory, 
honor, and praise of our heaven Father. 

The meeting was then closed with singing. [p. 12] 


Names and Places of Residence of the Ministers 


Names Post Office County State 
Elias Riehl Lewisburgh Union Pa. 
Abraham Mast Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
William Garber Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
Samuel Mast Millersburgh Holmes Ohio 
Johannes K. Yoder Orrville Wayne Ohio 
Salomon Zug Orrville Wayne Ohio 
Jacob König Orrville Wayne Ohio 
Jonathan Schmucker Orrville Wayne Ohio 
Christian K. Joder Smithville Wayne Ohio 
David Plank West Liberty Logan Ohio 
Samuel Plank West Liberty Logan Ohio 
Johannes P. Kinnig Kennard Champaign Ohio 
Johannes Werrey Urbana Champaign Ohio 
Salomon Stutzman Lancaster Fairfield Ohio 
Jonathan D. Zug West Rushville Fairfield Ohio 


12. The wording of this invitation may indicate an acknowledgement that division had occurred 
in the church. 
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Nicolaus Augspurger Trenton 
Peter Imhoff Trenton 
Joseph Meier Blue Ball 
Jacob Nafziger Archbold 
Michael Schlunecker Lewisville 
Samuel Joder Belleville 
Johannes Hertzler Belleville 
Enoch Zug Belleville 
David J. Zug Allenville 
Johannes Stoltsfuss [sic] Gap 

David Mast Morgantown 
Peter Lehman Progan 
Andreas Zehr Progan 
Jonas D. Treyer Goshen 
Christian S. Plank Middlebury 
Joseph Kauffman Ligonier 
David Hertzler Ligonier 
Isaac Schmucker Ligonier 
Jacob Grawer Chamberlain 
Peter Grawer Chamberlain 
Joseph Stucky Danvers 
Christian Imhoff Danvers 
Joseph Beltzli Spring Bay 
Jacob Hostettler Pekin 
Joseph Biirky Pekin 
Johannes Biirky Tremont 
Andreas Biirky Morton 


Butler 
Butler 
Butler 
Fulton 
Stark 
Mifflin 
Mifflin 
Mifflin 
Mifflin 
Lancaster 
Berks 
Lewis 
Lewis 
Elkhart 
Elkhart 
Noble 
Noble 
Noble 
Allen 
Allen 
McLean 
McLean 
Woodford 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 


Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Ohio 
Pa. 
Pa. 
Pa. 
Pa. 
Pa. 
Pa. 
Naw 
N. Y. pp. 13] 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ind. 
Ill. 
Ill. 
Ill. 
TEL: 
Ill. 
Ill. 
Ill. 
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THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1868 


Proceedings of the Seventh Annual Ministers’ Meeting of the Amish 
Mennonite Brotherhood,' Held on the 31$t of May, and the 1St, 2nd and 3° of 
June, 1868, in the Vicinity of Belleville, Mifflin County, Penn.’ {p.3] 


Proceedings of the Seventh Annual Meeting of the Amish Mennonite 
Ministry and Brotherhood — 1868. 


In accordance with a decision made at last year’s meeting, a large number of 
brethren and sisters gathered at the home of Brother Christian B. Peachey’ in the 
vicinity of Belleville, Mifflin County, Penn., on Pentecost (May 31, 1868) for a 
worship service. After the singing of a song Mose B. Miller gave a short 
introductory talk. Then followed a prayer and an encouraging and impressive 
sermon [Predigt] by the aged brother Mose Miller.* The forenoon service was 
then closed with a prayer and a song. 


In the afternoon there was singing again, then an admonition by Salomon 
Joder [and then] prayer. Then a message by Sem König. The first four chapters 
of the book of Acts were read during the day. Also the messages of a number of 
brethren gave testimony [thereto]. The meeting was closed with prayer and the 
singing of a song. 


First Day; Monday the 1S of June, 1868 


The meeting was opened with singing. Then followed an admonition and 
prayer by Johann K. Joder. Then S. Joder nominated Johann K. Joder from 
Wayne Co., Ohio, as chairman and he was elected unanimously by the meeting. 
And Sem König from Lawrence Co., Penn., was elected unanimously as 


1. According to the roster, only thirty-four ministers attended the 1868 conference, the smallest 
attendance thus far. Perhaps because of the relative proximity of the conference setting (Mifflin 
County) to Lancaster County, attendance from the latter county (5) was higher than in any previous 
year. Thereafter, however, no minister from Lancaster County ever attended again. The united 
opposition of the bishops in that county accounted for this. 


2. Under the heading to the annual minister’s meetings “Conferences: Omish Mennonite 
Conference,” the following notice concerning this meeting appeared in HoT (May 1868), 72: 


The annual Conference of the Omish Mennonite Church in America, will be held the 
present year, in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, on Pentecost, which occurs on the 31st of 
May. All the ministers, brethren, and sisters throughout the United States and Canada, 
who desire to do so, are invited to attend. 


Obviously, the Lancaster “Countiers” had not wanted to host the conference of 1868 as some 
persons had hoped. In that vein Shem Zook had written to John Stoltzfus (6 July 1866) that “the next 
yearly ‘Conferenz’ [1867] is to be held in Champaign County, Ohio. Then the ministers’ meeting 
following that one [1868], if the Lancaster Countier[s] do not want it, will likely be in 
Kishacoquillas [Mifflin County]. As yet it is uncertain.” —Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 51. 


3. Christian B. Peachey (1824-1895) was at this time married to his second wife, Rebecca Zook 
(1834-1895). They had also hosted the 1863 conference. 

4. Clearly this was Gross Mose of Walnut Creek, Holmes County, Ohio. Klein Mose, a 
conservative, was no longer attending the annual conferences and the Moses Miller of Cambria 
County, Pa., who was also in attendance and had just given an introductory talk, always used his 
middle initial, B. Gross Mose was 66 years old at this time. 
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assistant. After this Johann K. Joder, chairman, read the p. 4) regulations 
[Regeln] which had been adopted by the “Conferenz” in Illinois [in 1866]. 
They were again unanimously adopted as the regulations for this meeting as 
well as the [two additional] regulations of last year [1867]. The regulations run 
as follows: 

(Illinois [regulations]) 


First: This meeting is to be held in order to build ourselves up on the 
foundation of God’s Word and not in order to make laws [Gesetze] or rulings 
[Beschlüsse] contrary to the Gospel. 

Second: Every minister shall be permitted to express himself publicly, but 
not to speak more than twenty minutes at one time. 

Third: Only one person shall speak at the same time, and it is to be carefully 
observed that no one disturb the speaker or interrupt him. 


Fourth: The chairman and his assistant shall be permitted to discipline all 
mumbling and all disturbances. 

Fifth: Every minister who wants to join this gathering as a co-worker may 
not refuse to present his gift [of admonishing or preaching] which he has 
received from the Lord, at the request of the chairman. 


Sixth: Every minister who wants to express himself shall rise and speak 
loudly and clearly. 

Seventh: All items [Artikel] to be discussed at this meeting shall be presented 
in writing. 

Eighth: It shall be the right of the chairman and his assistant to withhold any 
item or questions which might be brought to them which they do not deem 
helpful or edifying. 

Ninth: It shall be the chairman’s duty to enforce all the [procedural] 
regulations which are made here. The meeting and the proceedings may 
continue from day to day according to the pleasure of the majority of the 
ministers. 


[Additional] Regulations of last year’s meeting: 


First, it is decided that all proceedings of former conferences 
[Versammlungen] which were brought to a conclusion [Beschluss] remain in 
force, unless a scriptural proof is presented to the general assembly that those 
which are not being enforced are unscriptural. [p. 5] 


Second, no minister who is a member of the meeting? shall have the right to 
make any changes afterward unless he hands in a scriptural proof that it [the 
ruling] is unscriptural or deviates from the Word of God and in that way is 
detrimental. May the Lord give his blessing through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


5. The German words here are Mitglied dieser Versammlung, suggesting a sort of delegate-to- 
the-conference status, by virtue of one’s ordination to the ministry. 
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C. F. Detweiler,° Allenville, Pa., and J. K. Hertzler,’ McVeytown, Pa., were 
then elected as secretaries. [Here there is reference to a footnote which reads: 
“Since it was requested that the proceedings be recorded in detail, that is what 
we have tried to do.—The Secretaries.”] 


Since the morning meeting seemed somewhat drawn out, it was closed with 
admonitions from Johannes Werrey and Joseph Joder and a prayer and a song. 


Afternoon Session 


At the opening a song was sung and then it was announced that the meeting 
was now ready for business. 


First the following question was presented: May it be considered as scriptural 
that one who was a brother but was drafted to serve in the army, and who was 
wounded there and is now receiving a “Pension” in accordance with the law of 
the land, be taken into the church and continue to draw his pension?” 


The question was turned over to the following council: Elias Rhiel [sic], 
Jonathan Zug, Johannes Joder, Mose B. Miller, and Christian Zug. 


Secondly, the following question came up: According to the Scriptures, is it 
right to turn to fortune tellers and to seek out interpreters of signs? 


Johannes Stoltzfuss thought it was not necessary to turn this question over to 
a council. Then a number of brethren discussed it at length. Salomon Joder, in 
particular, presented the warnings of the Old [Testament] p. sı laws. As the 
watchmen on the walls of Zion we are not free [guiltless] if we are silent 
concerning this matter. The congregation should be warned at all times against 
such, and then every trespasser should be disciplined in accordance with the 
Scriptures. 


Moses Herz wanted to know with what kind of punishment a person engaged 
in these things should be disciplined. 


Johann K. Joder answered: Some young people get into this thing 
thoughtlessly, but others deliberately.” Therefore the discipline must be meted 


6. For identification of C. F. Detweiler see Proceedings, 1867, note 4. 
7. For identification of J. K. Hertzler see Proceedings, 1863, note 3. 


8. This question would plague the church for at least another generation. In ca. 1890 Christian 
H. Hochstetler (1836-1904) of Meyersdale, Pennsylvania wrote an article for the HoT (never 
published) saying: “There is still among the brethren in some of the Amish Mennonite Churches, 
however, a diversity of opinions that they cannot determine to decide upon. For those who are 
pensioners, which are in a depressed state, and labor under daily treatment and misery which was 
brought upon them by the hardships in the civil war. Some of those who had stayed at home and 
enjoyed [a] happy life and retired to their comfortable resting places, and now presumptuously 
express in opinion and equalize [the] pensioner with Judas who betrayed innocent blood and their 
pension money instead of the 30 pieces of silver. ”—C. H. Hochstetler, [Untitled Article], 1, John F. 
Funk Collection, AMC. 

9. Visiting fortune tellers was an on-going issue in the Amish church.—See Ethel Reeser Cosco, 
Christian Reeser: The Story of a Centenarian (1953), 11-12 for one example of a young Amishman 
visiting a fortune teller in Butler County, Ohio in the 1840s. Spiritualism was also entering Amish 
circles at this time. For a discussion of this practice in John K. Yoder’s congregation see Creative 
Congregationalism, 86-87. 
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out in accordance with the circumstances and the intentions. Sem König agreed 
with this. 

Mose Miller said: A brother who knows that such is forbidden, and yet asks 
someone outside of the church to go and ask a fortune teller for him, is certainly 
deserving of discipline. 

Jonathan Yoder: A brother should not try to induce or tempt someone else to 
do something which is wrong for himself. 


There were some very definite and earnest remarks made against this thing. 
Then it was ruled that such searching and questioning should not be permitted. 


Thirdly it was asked: If something is stolen from us, is it right, according to 
the Gospel, to pursue the thief and let the government throw him into prison and 
punish him? 

First there was a lengthy discussion as to the way in which the question 
should be put. During this discussion Salomon Joder and Daniel Nafziger made 
some remarks in which they told the following incident: A thief had stolen a 
horse from a brother and had sold it to another man. When the deed came to 
light the man reported the deed to the authorities and he was brought to court, 
where he, because of the compassion of the brother (who did not go to court to 
witness against him), was freed. But the thief was thereby very much ashamed 
of himself and smitten, so that he himself then stated to a brother that he would 
never steal again and that he was very sorry for his evil deed. 


Joh. Stoltzfuss (Pequea) asked for further clarification of the question. He 
read I Pet. 2:23-14 [sic; verses should be 13-14] and then asked if it were a sin 
merely to report the thief to the government. 


At this time the council concerning the first question returned to the 

assembly and reported as follows: pp. 7] 
Report 

We declare service in the army to be contrary to the Gospel, which must be 
forsaken with true penitence and sorrow, and also by leaving off and renouncing 
everything connected with it or which are the results of it, among which are 
pensions. Further, if there is need, it is the duty of the church to support the 
poor, rather than to draw a pension. 


The report was adopted unanimously, and the assembly returned to the 
consideration of the third question. 


Elias Rhiel, Samuel Joder, and Moses B. Miller considered the offering of a 
reward for bringing back the stolen goods as contrary to the Gospel. Johann 
Joder and Jonathan Joder spoke further on this question. Then the question was 
turned over to the following council: Mose Miller, Johann Hertzler, Johann 
Mast, Johann Stoltzfuss (Groffdale), and Samuel Joder. During the absence of 
the council Michael Schlonecker admonished the audience to faithfulness and 
unity, and Johann Stoltzfuss (Pequea) read a dissertation about baptism.® [Here 


8. Jonathan Yoder and some ministers from Mifflin County urged that this writing on baptism be 
included with the printed proceedings of the conference. As Shem Zook wrote to John Stoltzfus on 
July 23, 1868, “It was this supplement which Jonathan Yoder and the ministers in this (our) 
congregation considered so needful to be included in the printing.” —Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 53. 
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there is reference to a footnote which reads: “This dissertation is appended at 
the end of this booklet (i. e., the printed Proceedings, 1868)”. 


Report 
We consider it to be unevangelical to turn the thief over to the government to 
have him punished, since we perceive ourselves as nonresistant and, according 
to the apostles’ teaching, should not avenge ourselves. 


Moses Miller asked whether there were not officials in the government 
whose duty it is to report such trespasses. 


Sem Zug answered that in Pennsylvania the “Grand Jury” and the State’s 
Attorney are responsible to bring such cases to trial.” 


Johann K. Joder, Mose Miller, Jonathan Joder, Salomon Joder, Johann 
Stoltzfuss (Pequea), David J. Zug, and Johann Joder spoke further about it. 
Elias Rhiel noted: As soon as we make a complaint [report such incident] about 
how it happened to us, we are tempted. We should not think when we do so and 
so how we will live [i. e., we should not be motivated by concerns of self- 
preservation]! As long as jp. 3} people remain in the faith, they need no 
government. But since it was foreseen that not all people will be converted to 
the Christian life, God has ordained government. 


The report on the third question was then accepted by a sizeable majority, but 
it was understood that the question of nonresistance and its relation to the 
government would come up again in another form. 


After an admonition by Jonathan Schmucker, and prayer and singing, the 
meeting was adjourned. 


Second day; Tuesday, the 2nd of June, 1868 


The meeting was opened with singing and a short talk by Elias Rhiel, and 
prayer. 

The following question (the fourth), considered a rewording of the third, was 
turned over to the council on the third question, and Salomon Joder and Johann 
Stoltzfuss (Pequea) were added to the council. 


According to the Gospel, may the power [coercion] of the government be 
used in certain circumstances? 


Some brethren thought that there could not be any device or general rule 
[Regel] made that would fit every situation which might come under this 
question, but others wanted to submit this inquiry to a council; for they believed 
that the question could be answered in such a manner that many difficulties 
could be smoothed out, if not entirely prevented. 


9. This is the only recorded instance in the Proceedings of the sixteen conferences in which a 
layman, Shem Zook, participated substantively in conference deliberations. Later, on Wednesday, 
this same layman reported to the assembly that he was attempting to get free railroad passes for the 
ministers and their wives. Zook had business connections with the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company.—John A. Hostetler, “Memoirs of Shem Zook (1798-1880): A Biography,” MOR 38 (July 
1964), 283. 
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Mose Miller thought that a way could easily be found, if the matter had not 
been practiced for so long and had not become so deeply rooted.” We cannot 
properly adopt a law [Gesetz] in connection with this subject. Half of the matter 
is being acquainted with the circumstances and the motives. 


The council left, and in its absence a question (the fifth) came up about 
decorations on clothing and hair, and jp. 9) flatter ornaments [Flatterputzes] on 
children. Mose Miller, Sem Konig, Joh. K. Joder, and a few others spoke 
earnestly against such things, and they were declared unanimously as contrary 
to the Gospel by the assembly. 


Sixth question: May one (who considers himself to be a brother) be 
permitted, according to the Gospel, to be engaged in a business such as “(store)” 
keeping, [or] serving in the “Post Office”, “Express office,” and many more 
such worldly offices? 

If such is not to be allowed, what can be done with someone who refuses to 
drop such occupations? 


Jonathan Joder, Elias Rhiel, Daniel Nafziger, Johann P. König, and Moses B. 
Miller were appointed as a “Committee.” 


Since the council on the fourth question was still in private session, Mose 
Herz and Paul P. Herschberger gave short admonitions. 


Then expositions were given about various scripture passages. Upon a 
brother’s request Joh. K. Joder made some remarks about Matt. 18:15-17. He 
understands that the scripture passage is applicable to any offence against a 
brother. For example, lifting a rail off of a brother’s fence resulting in damage 
to his growing grain. If the offender responds to a brotherly admonition, then 
he is won. But if he does not listen, then it is the duty of the offended brother to 
take one or two brethren with him. If he does not listen to them, then he is to be 
brought before the congregation. If he listens to them and asks for forgiveness, 
no judgment shall be passed upon him. But if he does not listen to them, then 
he shall be declared to be no longer a brother, and he should be shunned, though 
there are brothers who have objections and do not understand the matter in this 
way. Sem König also witnessed to this. It was said further that such discipline 
should follow upon [either] a great or a little sin between brother and brother, 
and that one who does not want to listen and who remains irreconcilable cannot 
remain in the church. 


Joseph Joder: May a member of the church who does not observe avoidance 
toward a banned person remain in the congregation? 


[p- 10] 


10. Mose Miller seems to be saying that resorting to the law courts was a deeply ingrained 
practice among the Amish of that time which, if true, represents a departure from traditional 
Anabaptist life-style and calls for additional research. That nineteenth century Amish did resort to 
courts on occasion is supported by the observations of Lancaster County Bishop David Beiler—Das 
Wahre Christenthum (Lancaster, Pa.: Johann Bär’s Sohnen, 1888), 115, 124, 128, 152-153, 157. 
Although not published until 1888 (posthumously), the manuscript for this book had been completed 
in 1857. See also John Umble, “Memoirs of An Amish Bishop,” MOR 22 (April, 1948), 104. See the 
biography of Minister Christian Farni in Part III for an account of his use of the courts. 


Proceedings — 1868 95 


Johann K. Joder answered that such a one must also be banned as a 
disobedient member. 


George Z. Boller: If several members do not observe avoidance toward an 
expelled member, but later see that they cannot remain in the church that way, 
and then [belatedly] conform to the rule, may their former disobedience be 
overlooked, or must there first be a reconciliation? 


Johann K. Joder answered: The ministers should warn the congregation when 
a member is expelled. Then if some are disobedient, there should be a 
reconciliation before the disobedience is overlooked. 


The forenoon meeting was closed with singing. 


Afternoon Session 
[The session] opened as usual. 
The council on the fourth question reported as follows. 
Report 
As far as vengeance and defense are concerned, or resisting our enemies with 


the sword or other weapons, we maintain that such is contrary to the Gospel and 
the beatitudes of Jesus Christ and is therefore not according to the Gospel. 


We further believe that it is against the nonresistant teaching of Jesus Christ 
to deliver thieves or other criminals or those who abuse us to the government. 
We believe that in such instances it is our duty to hold a congregational council 
meeting. This also applies in cases of guardianship or “Administrator,” in 
which [circumstances] we must act in accordance with the laws of the land and 
render an accounting. 

The report was adopted unanimously. 

The report on the sixth question runs as follows: 

Report 

We consider such businesses and such offices as improper and where such 
positions are served by brethren, we consider it as appropriate for the ministers 
to turn them [p. 11) back, especially in such instances where these cause friction, 
for the Lord has called us to peace, and we do not approve, and neither does the 
Gospel, that worship services should be neglected through any such business or 
such offices. 


Jonathan Joder: I cannot support the proscribing of the business of a 
merchant, postmaster, or express agent; otherwise we would not dare to travel 
on the train or send letters through the mail. Yet I don’t like to see brethren 
serve in such places since the effect and influence of such occupations leads to a 
cooling of the Christian life.'' 


11. One member of Yoder’s congregation in Illinois, Joseph W. Zook (1837-1915), had been 
serving as a postmaster in Oak Grove, Illinois, since 1863, and also ran a general store. —Goodly 
Heritage, 153. 
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Mose B. Miller: When it comes to the selling of merchandise where only the 
necessary staples are sold, I cannot forbid that. But where luxuries are sold, that 
is wrong. 

Mose Miller is of the same opinion. Where business is carried on in the 
higher realms, there harm will result. 


Johann Stoltzfuss (Pequea): Business in itself is not dishonest but “sin comes 
between the buyer and the seller like a nail between two hard rocks.”'? 


Jonathan Zug also thought that the effects of such business activities on the 
brotherhood are not good. 

Johann P. König, Daniel Nafziger, and Johann K. Joder thought that such 
offices and businesses were not proper, and where lukewarmness of life results 
there should be a confrontation, and where there are definite instances in which 
a cooling off of the Christian life and the neglecting of attendance at worship 
come to light, then such occupation should be forbidden to the backslider. 

The report was read again and then adopted unanimously. 

Seventh, a question was raised concerning an event in Ohio which caused 
disunity in the brotherhood in Logan and Champaign Cos. 

Mose B. Miller, Elias Rhiel, Jonathan Joder, Salomon Joder, Jonathan Zug, 
and George Z. Boller were appointed as a “Committee” to deal with this 
question. 

During the absence of the “Committee,” Mose Miller gave a loving talk 
based on the 234 Psalm. Then followed an admonition by Johann Stoltzfuss 
(Grafenthal). 1.12] 

Questions were raised and explanations given concerning a number of 
scripture passages. After an admonition by Johann Werrey the proceedings of 
the day were concluded with prayer and singing. 


Third Day; Wednesday, June 31d 1868 


The proceedings were begun with a song and an admonition and prayer by 
Johann P. König. 

The “Committee” on the seventh question presented its report to the meeting. 
Remarks were made by Joh. P. König, Johann Werrey, Jonathan Joder, Mose B. 
Miller, Mose Miller, Johann Joder, David J. Zug, Elias Rhiel, Samuel Joder, 
Johann K. Joder, Johann Stoltzfuss (Pequea), and Sem König. No unanimous 
ruling was arrived at. A song was sung in closing. 


Afternoon Session 
A song was sung. 


S[h]em Zug noted that he had made an attempt to get free railroad slips of 
paper or “Return Tickets” for the brethren and sisters, but thus far he had not 
succeeded. [Here there is reference to a footnote which reads: “The following 


12. Stoltzfus was quoting from the Apocrypha, Sirach 27:2. 
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morning ‘Return Tickets’ were received from the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company.”] 

The seventh question and the report were again taken up for consideration, 
but no conclusion could be reached. It [p. 1313 came to be felt that a special 
meeting of the ministers [only] tomorrow was necessary in order to deal with 
this matter further.'” [The minutes of this post-session of ministers appear in the 
printed Proceedings, 1868, at this point as an extended footnote. In this 
translation they are inserted chronologically, i. e., following the adjournment of 
the conference proper.] 


Eighth, it was asked: Is it the responsibility or duty of a deposed minister to 
apply to the congregation to be restored again to his office, or shall he wait 
patiently until he is invited to it by the bishop [bestätigten Diener] and the 
congregation? And may a deposed minister be restored to his office with the 
counsel and consent of the congregation without being put through the lot for 
the ministry?'® 

This inquiry was turned over to Jonathan Joder, Samuel Joder, Mose Miller, 
Salomon Joder, and Mose B. Miller. 


Ninth, the following question was submitted: May attendance at “Circuses 
(Shows),” political rallies, and [patriotic] pole raisings be permitted, according 
to the Gospel? 


To attend such meetings was unanimously considered to be improper for a 
follower of Christ. 


Johann K. Joder said it is not being a light to the world to take part in such 
meetings. 


Elias Rhiel: It has always seemed to me that it is not right to attend such 
meetings. As far as political meetings are concerned, we should avoid them, 
and not be too anxious ip. 14] to get mixed up with the present so-called political 
election fight [Wahlkampf]. How are we a light to the world if we imitate the 
shouts of exultation of the world and the praise of men?’” 


13. This decision to have a meeting of ministers only is reminiscent of the discussion at the 1863 
meeting in which having open conference sessions was questioned.—Proceedings, 1863, 3. 


14. The date of the conference suggests that the person in question was Michael Schwartz (1804- 
1885). He was ordained a deacon in 1844 and by 1855 had become a full deacon, only to be silenced 
and possibly banned in 1861—all this in Lancaster County. He then moved to Union County, 
Pennsylvania, where he was restored as a full deacon early in 1869, less than a year after the 1868 
conference.—Yoder, Tradition, 53, 126, 130. Perhaps the Union County congregation was seeking 
advice on how to proceed, especially without offending the Lancaster County ministry. Technically 
Schwartz was a full deacon, not a minister, but the question probably was meant to include all 
ordained men. 


17. Locally the Amish in Mifflin County were embroiled in an election campaign in 1868 with 
the local press asking the question: “Will the Amish vote for John D. Taylor?”—Mifflin County 
Amish, 148-149. 154. Even a generation later, in ca. 1890, C[hristian] H. Hochstetler (1836-1904) 
noted the connection between the question of political participation and the receiving of pensions. 
He wrote: “if the appropriation for pension[s] for the destitute and [for] consolation for the soldiers 
[is], as it is considered by many, such a great evil, why then are so many brothers in the Amish 
Mennonite Churches that take actual part in the elections, where the appropriation for [the] pension 
has its origins.” —Hochstetler, [Untitled Article], 2. 
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The report on the eighth question runs as follows: 
Report 


It is his duty to show himself as a useful brother and to have patience. It is 
not his duty to announce his desire until he is restored either by a unanimous 
counsel or vote, or is called to it through the lot." 


The report was accepted unanimously. 


It was decided to hold the next annual meeting with the brotherhood in 
Holmes County, Ohio, at the same time of the year (Pentecost). 


As a closing appropriate and earnest remarks were made by Salomon Joder 
and Mose Miller, in which they reminded the audience of the invisible, eternal, 
and heavenly joys, which all true followers of Jesus Christ will partake of. 
Parents as well as youth were reminded of their duties. 


Instruction in the Word of God and the custom of prayer were considered as 
duties which every family should observe earnestly and faithfully, and which 
cannot be neglected without bringing great harm to the youth. 


In closing the assembly turned once more to the throne of grace in 
thanksgiving and prayer for God’s blessing and gracious protection. Then a 
song was sung and thus the meeting was adjourned.'° 


Below is added the after-meeting of ministers held on the day following the 
close of the conference, as reported in an extended footnote on page 13 of the 
Proceedings. 


In this meeting (Thursday, the fourth of June) the following report on the 
seventh question was adopted unanimously: 


Report—John says: Do righteous fruits of repentance. Peter says: Repent 
and be converted in order that your sins may be blotted out, etc. The lost son 
was received because of his genuine turn-about. From this we gather that true 
repentance, which agrees with the Gospel and the teachings of the apostles, 
brings reconciliation. But we recognize that such repentance cannot come about 
unless the sinner is first in such a condition that he can live according to the 
teachings of the Savior and the apostles in every situation. Therefore (with the 


15. The Union County congregation followed this procedure in restoring Michael Schwartz as a 
full deacon. On 15 March 1869 Christian Stoltzfus wrote to his brother John Stoltzfus: “About 
Michael Schwartz, we elected him to his former office by the unanimous counsel of the congregation 
where nearly all of the brethren and sister were present, and there was not a single vote against him. 
He seems to be well-pleased with this and I hope he will be a useful helper to us and also to the 
usefulness and planting of the Word in the congregation.” —Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 59. 


16. In November, 1868, Shem Zook wrote two letters to John Stoltzfus telling of the expense of 
printing the 1868 conference proceedings. On November 14 he showed that the cost of the 
“proceedings booklets” was $65.00 for printing and binding and $5.20 for mailing costs. This totaled 
$70.20 and there had been an income of $64.55, leaving an amount of $5.65 yet to be paid. Perhaps 
he was writing similar information to a number of interested persons and forgot that he had already 
written to his friend in Lancaster County, for he repeated virtually the same information in a letter to 
Stoltzfus dated Nov. 16, 1868.—Stoltzfus Documents, Docs. 56, 57. 
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counsel and consent of the congregation), we can reach out the hand [of 
fellowship] to anyone who shows genuine repentance by his deeds. Concerning 
the fruits of repentance, we do not want to pre-judge them, but in every aspect, a 
light must be put on the candlestick by such one, if he wants to be Christ’s 
follower.!” ip. 15] 


Names and Places of Residence of the Ministers 


Elias Riehl Lewisburg Union Pennsylvania 
Jonathan Zug North Berne Fairfield Ohio 
Jonathan Joder'® Farmsville [Farnisville] Woodford Illinois 


17. It will be noted (p. 11) that the “seventh question” involved a situation in Logan and 
Champaign counties, Ohio. But the minutes reveal nothing whatsover of the substance of the 
problem. Probably the long term animosities between John P. King and John Werry were at the 
bottom of the trouble. A faint clue that this was indeed the situation may be found in the fact that 
when the trouble in Logan and Champaign counties came up for discussion (p. 12), the first two 
discussants were King and Warye. For fuller accounts of this controversy see Early Sunday Schools, 
17-22; and Yoder, Tradition, 195-97. Later that summer several ministers, including Joseph Stuckey, 
Samuel Yoder, Shem King, “Dea[con]” Joseph Augspurger, and John K. Yoder met in Champaign 
and Logan counties, Ohio. Stuckey made the trip at the request of the brotherhood in Champaign 
County, Ohio, and “visited the brethren and sisters” in the company of John Werry on August 14, 
1868. The next day Stuckey met Samuel Yoder, Shem King, and Joseph Augspurger at meeting in 
“the Champaign Mennonite Meeting-house.” On the 16th they met with John K. Yoder at meeting 
in “the Logan Meetinghouse.” From August 18-20 “an examination and a consultation was held 
concerning certain difficulties.” On August 21 a final meeting was held in Logan County “where we 
then took leave of one another again, and commended the church to God’s blessing and grace. We 
hope also, that our labor has not been in vain.”—Joseph Stuckey, “From Illinois,” HoT (Sept. 1868), 
132; 


18. The seriousness with which the affiliated congregations and their ministers took these 
conferences is exemplified by Jonathan Yoder as reported in a letter of Nov. 14, 1868, from Shem 
Zook to John Stoltzfus. Zook reported that “Jonathan Yoder from Illinois wrote to me stating that 
they held a conference with 23 ministers in attendance and that they examined the earlier 
proceedings [of the annual ministers’ meetings] and came to the agreement to follow them more 
carefully than they had heretofore.”—Stoltzfus Documents, Doc. 56. This meeting in Illinois may 
have postponed by four years the division that eventually occurred in 1872. Tradition is strong that 
by 1867 a division was imminent within the McLean County Amish community, with tensions 
especially high between the Rock Creek congregation with its large Pennsylvania Amish element 
which “had forgotten the rules,” and the more conservative Mackinaw Meeting with more recent 
European immigrants, under the leadership of Christian Ropp. When Ropp’s wife, Magdalena 
Schertz Ropp, died on March 24, 1868, her funeral was officiated by Andrew Ropp (the most 
conservative Amish Mennonite minister in Illinois, except for the Old Order Amish), Joseph Stuckey 
(the most liberal Amish Mennonite minister) and Michael Mosiman (who would join the Egly 
movement later that year). However, Christian Ropp would not bury his wife in the cemetery started 
in the orchard of his neighbor Jonas Troyer (1803-1889), who was a part of the Rock Creek 
congregation.—Walter A. Ropp, “The Troyer, Ropp, Kaufman Cemeteries,” typescript 1959 in the 
McLean County Historical Society Library, Bloomington, Ill.; HoT (April 1868), 63. 


Perhaps the above described meeting in the fall of 1868 helped resolve some of the differences, 
at least for the time being. Certainly the 23 ministers present included some from the Rock Creek 
congregation, probably some from the Mackinaw Meeting, and possibly some from Dillon Creek 
and other congregations. On Aug. 7, 1868 Jonathan Yoder visited the Gridley Prairie congregation 
where he “preached concerning the parable that one should pray unceasingly and not become slack.” 
He then reported on the conference. He “had just come from Ohio and Pennsylvania, where he had 
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Paul P. Herschberger Walnut Creek Holmes Ohio 
Michael Schlonecker Lewisville [sic] Stark Ohio 
Salomon Joder Long Green Baltimore Maryland 
Sem König Neu-Wilmington Lawrence Pa. 
Johann P. Mast Morgantown Berks Pa. 
Mose Herz Morgantown Berks Pa. 
Johann Stoltzfuss Neu-Holland Lancaster Pa. 
Johann Stoltzfuss Gap Lancaster Pa. 
Gideon Stoltzfuss Gap Lancaster Pa. 
Johann Esch Spruce Hill Juniata Pa 
Jacob Rhiel Academia Juniata Pa. 
Georg Z. Boller Ligonier Noble Indiana 
Joseph Joder Ligonier Noble Indiana 
Mose Miller Shanesville Tuscarawas Ohio 
Johann Werrey Urbana Champaign Ohio 
Joh. P. König West Liberty Logan Ohio 
Samuel Plank West Liberty Logan Ohio 
Jonathan Schmucker Orrville Wayne Ohio 
Salomon Zug Orrville Wayne Ohio 
Johann K. Joder Orrville Wayne Ohio 
Johan Smiley Summit Wayne Ohio 
Moses B. Miller Johnstown Cambria Pa. 
Daniel Nafziger McVeytown Mifflin Pa. 
Michael Joder McVeytown Mifflin Pa. 
Christian Zug Menno Mifflin Pa. 
Christian Hertzler Churchtaun [sic] Lancaster Pa. 
Johann Hertzler Belleville Mifflin Pa. 
Samuel Joder Belleville Mifflin Pa. 
Enoch Zug Belleville Mifflin Pa. 
Johann Joder Belleville Mifflin Pa. 
David J. Zug Allenville Mifflin Pa. 


Following this roster of ministers is appended Deacon John Stoltzfus’ 
dissertation on baptism, which he had read to the assembly on the first day of 
the conference (p. 7). In contrast to several other writings appended to the 
minutes of earlier and later conferences, this paper explored a question with 
which the annual conferences had been dealing. In further contrast, it was read 
to the assembly and then, according to the introductory paragraph, 
unanimously adopted by it. Stoltzfus’ quotations from the Martyrs’ Mirror are 
taken from the 1814 German version. The page numbers which follow (in 
brackets; e. g. [67]) indicate where the quotation can be found in the 1964 
English edition. ip. 16} 


visited his old friends. He said that there were very many differing points of view there also.”— 
Christian Erismann in his Tagebuch, 67-68. 
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A MEDITATION ON BAPTISM” 


The following paper on baptism was presented by John Stoltzfuss, read to the 
assembly and unanimously adopted: A meditation on baptism or introduction to 
the seventh article of our [Dordrecht] Confession of Faith, which all the 
members of the brotherhood have recognized as right and in accord with the 
gospel, and have vowed to live and walk according to it. 


Beloved fellow ministers, brothers and sisters in the Lord, the purpose of this 
paper is by no means to offend or grieve anyone, but to serve everyone as 
doctrine, comfort, and edification. For Paul says it is more blessed to give than 
to receive. 


At the present time the mode, manner, and pattern of administering baptism 
in water or with water varies so much, so that some may perhaps think that 
baptism is administered at the wrong place or by the wrong method or way, and 
others may consider one or another mode of baptizing to be wrong or perhaps 
even not baptism at all. For this reason it is necessary to turn to the teaching of 
the apostles and prophets and see what the Scripture teaches on this subject. 


The Israelites were commanded to bathe with water in certain cases. Read 
Leviticus, chapters 14, 15, and 17; the 16th chapter tells about the bathing of 
priests, by which all who obeyed God’s command were purified. In II Kings 5 
we read concerning Naaman, that he was made clean by obeying Elisha’s 
command to bathe in the Jordan seven times. Isaiah 1: Wash you, make you 
clean, put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; 
learn to do well; seek judgment; relieve the oppressed; judge the fatherless; 
plead for the widow, etc. Chapter 44: I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, 
and floods upon the dry ground; I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my 
blessings upon thy offspring. Ezekiel 36: I will take you from among the 
heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own 
land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean from all 
your filthiness. ip. 17) Matthew 3: In those days came John the Baptist, preaching 
in the wilderness of Judaea, and saying, Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand. Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the regions 
round about Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. 
Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water; and lo, 
the heavens were opened unto him, and John saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove, and lighting upon him, and lo a voice from heaven saying, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And at another place, Hear ye 
him. Luke 16: The law and the prophets were unto John; since that time the 


19. This treatise on baptism has been translated by Elizabeth Bender in “Baptism as an Issue in 
the Amish Division of the Nineteenth Century: ‘Tennessee’ John Stoltzfus,” MOR 53 (Oct. 1979), 
306-323. The translation above follows closely that of Bender. However, Bender used quotation 
marks for all quotes from the Bible and from the Martyrs Mirror and indicated by ellipses where 
Stoltzfus had omitted words and phrases in his quotations from these sources. These have been 
dropped except where they appear in the original. Deviations have also been made from Bender’s 
careful adherence to the King James version of the Bible in both wording and punctuation. 
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kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it. Matth 11: From 
the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the prophets and the law 
prophesied until John. John 3: After these things came Jesus and his disciples 
into the land of Judaea, and there he tarried with them and baptized, though 
Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples. And John also was baptizing in 
Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there; and they came and 
were baptized. Publicans also came and were baptized. Luke 7: And all the 
people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the 
baptism of John. But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God 
against themselves, being not baptized of him. Math. 21: Verily I say unto you 
that the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you. For 
John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not; but 
the publicans and harlots believed him. And ye, when ye had seen it, repented 
not afterward, that ye might believe him. Acts 8: And Philip said, If thou 
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand 
still. And they went down both into the water, both [p. 1s} Philip and the eunuch; 
and he baptized him. In Acts 10 we read: And he commanded us to preach unto 
the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the judge 
of the living and the dead. To him give all the prophets witness that through his 
name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins. While Peter 
yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell upon all them which heard the Word. 
Then answered Peter: Can any man forbid water, that these should not be 
baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? And he 
commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Froschauer’s 
translation reads: Can any man forbid that these should not be baptized in the 
water? Acts 19: Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus; 
and finding certain disciples, he said unto them: Have you received the Holy 
Ghost since you believed? And they said to him, We have not so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto what then were 
you baptized? And they said, Unto John’s baptism. Then said Paul, John verily 
baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people that they should 
believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Jesus Christ. When 
they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when 
Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them, and they 
spake with tongues and prophesied. Titus 3: Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost. I Peter 3: By which also he went 
and preached unto the spirits in prison, which sometimes were disobedient, 
when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. The like 
figure whereunto even baptism doth now also save us (not the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 


Let us now turn to the testimony of the martyrs who confessed the same faith 
as we, and for which they willingly sacrificed body and life. 
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In Martyrs’ Mirror, Part I, page 26 [67], we read of [p. 19] Clements, who 
writes concerning baptism: Let him that desires this go to his priest, or teacher, 
and hear from him the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven; let him exercise 
himself diligently with fasting, and examine himself well in everything, so that 
in three months he may be baptized. On page 41 [100f] Justinus writes: As 
many, then, as are convinced, and believe that what we teach and say is true, 
and promise to live accordingly, to the best of their ability, and are admonished 
to pray, and to ask God, with fasting, for the forgiveness of past sins, we 
ourselves praying and fasting with them. After that, we lead them to the water, 
and they are then born again in the same manner of regeneration in which we 
ourselves were born again, for then they are washed with water, in the name of 
God, who is the Father and Lord of us all, and of Jesus Christ, who is the Savior 
of us all, and of the Holy Ghost; for Christ says: Except ye be born again ye 
cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven. Page 44 [103, quoting Walafridus 
Strabo]: We must know that originally believers were very simply baptized in 
streams and springs; for our Lord Jesus Christ himself, in order to sanctify such 
washing for us, was baptized of John in the Jordan. On page 72 [119] Tertullian 
writes: When we go to the water, and first begin with baptism, we confess there, 
even as we did before in the church, under the hand of the overseer, that we 
renounce the devil with all his adherents and angels, after which we are dipped 
three times, which answers more than the Lord has laid down in the gospel. 
Further he says: When we, having gone into the water, confess the Christian 
faith upon the words of his law, we testify with our mouth that we have 
renounced the devil, his pomp, and his angels. And further: Those who are to 
be baptized, must supplicate with much praying, fasting, bending of knee, and 
watching, confessing all their former sins, so that they may show forth John’s 
baptism. Page 73 [120; again quoting Tertullian]: There is no difference 
between those whom John baptized in the Jordan and those whom Peter 
baptized in the Tiber. With this he intends to prove that in the first days of 
Christianity there were neither fonts nor churches. Page 75 [123]: Justin 
rejoiced that such learned men wished to take upon themselves the yoke of 
Christ. He began to instruct them, [p. 20} and then had water brought, and 
baptized them upon confession of their faith. Page 102 [162] makes it clear that 
at Jerusalem at that time, it was customary, as it has long continued to be, in 
warm regions, to baptize in or at running water, and they were partly or totally 
immersed in the water and rose up out of it. Page 105 [165]: The passage of the 
Jews through the Red Sea, I Cor. 10, was a type of the future baptism, for there 
it was water; here it is also water; yea, here it is the washing and there it was the 
sea. Here they all go into the water, and there they did likewise. But would you 
know the truth of the matter? There they were delivered from Egypt, but here 
from idolatry. There Pharaoh was drowned, but here the devil. There the 
Egyptians perished, but here the old man of sin is buried. Page 123 [192-93]: 
Similarly, what was earlier reported from Socrates” about a Jew, who was 


20. Socrates Scholasticus (ca. 380-450), a Greek church historian, wrote a seven book 
Ecclesiastical History as a continuation of the work by the same name by Eusebus of Caesarea (ca. 
263-ca. 399)—Jerald C. Bauer, The Westminster Dictionary of Church History (Philadelphia: The 
Westminster Press, 1971), 779. 
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brought to the church on his sickbed and was baptized upon his faith, we would 
not praise or recommend the baptizing of the sick where there is more danger of 
death than hope of life. Page [144-]45 [214]: As regards the place of baptism, it 
was not in a font or basin, but in the wilderness, here and there at the rivers, that 
is, to kneel during baptism and go in or under the water. This manner of 
baptizing, by the ancients called immersion or submersion, has long been 
observed, even up to the present time, especially by the eastern and western 
nations”) who understood the Greek word baptisma (baptism) or baptizo (to 
baptize), to signify a total immersion or submersion in water. However, it is 
found that, according to the idiom of the Greek language, said words do not 
only signify an immersion or submersion in, but also a washing and sprinkling 
with, water. 


On page 293 [365-66] we read about the three Greek Christians who, around 
1540, were sent from Thessalonica to the Mennonites of Germany, of whom 
they had been informed that they were similar to them in faith. These pp. 21) 
Thessalonians left their confession of faith with the Mennonites, which 
appeared in the Herold der Wahrheit in June, 1865, in which the article on 
baptism reads: “We confess one baptism upon faith and no infant baptism, and 
understand that the candidate for baptism should stand in the water like Christ in 
the Jordan; thus he is baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.” 
These Thessalonians stated further that the church of God at Thessalonica had 
remained unchanged in faith from the time of the apostles, and that they still 
preserved in good condition the letters which the Apostle Paul wrote to them 
with his own hands. It is further reported for that century that the Christians in 
Thessalonica had more than 30 meetinghouses in the city, and the Turks only 
three. 


In Part II of the Martyrs’ Mirror, page. 139 [574] we read of Annetgen 
Antheunis, who said at her examination that she had been baptized in the 
woodyard at the house of Arent Willems. Page 140 [575] the daughter of 
Styy[n]gten Jans says she was baptized in the house of a man who called 
himself Gerrit. On page 366 [846-47] we read of Faes Dirks, who said in his 
examination that the man who baptized him did so in the name of the Lord, of 
the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and that the water was poured 
over his head out of a basin; and this had taken place in the large attic of a house 
in Rotterdam. Dirk Jacobs [847] confessed that he was baptized in a house with 
a tanner. From the foregoing we see that a law has been written on bathing with 
water, which we understand to mean washing, as in the command to Naaman, 
Go and wash and he baptized himself. And the Lord through the prophet says 


21. Stoltzfus, or perhaps the secretary, uses the word Abendländern—western lands—a 
misquote. The word in the Martyrs Mirror is Mittagsländern—southern lands. 


22. John Stoltzfus’ reference to the Thessalonians comes from Shem Zook, “Glaubens- 
Bekenntnis der Taufgesinnten in Greechenland,” HdW (June 1865), 45-46. Zook may in turn have 
found this confession of faith either in a supplement in the 1787 edition ofthe Ausbund, published in 
Germantown, Pennsylvania (Tradition, 123-124, 311) and/or in the letter which Hans Nafziger (ca. 
1712-ca.1791), elder of the Essingen congregation in the Palatinate, sent to his friend Christian 
Showalter (d. ca. 1799) in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania in 1787/1788.—Amish Mennonites in 
Germany, 272-275. 
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wash. John baptized Jesus with his disciples. If we accept that baptizing is 
washing, as we see in the case of Naaman, and is called washing by the martyrs, 
we also see or hear of others that had water poured over them, and that pouring 
and sprinkling are also called washing. Probably all would call complete 
immersion a washing. If we understand Jesus’ conversation with Peter in John 
13 not to mean a complete washing, since Peter mentions head and hands, we 
nontheless understand it to include the head and the feet. If we are to believe 
the confession of the Thessalonians, Jesus was baptized standing in the Jordan, 
and we could assume that [p. 22) his head was also poured upon or washed. In the 
gospels we have no express word as to the method of baptism except that the 
law was valid up to John. 


Concerning the place of baptism or washing, we have the definite 
information that it took place in the Jordan, in the waters of Salim, in the deserts 
and at streams and springs, in the church, in the field, in homes, and even in an 
attic. 


If we accept that the pouring and sprinkling mentioned by Isaiah and Ezekiel 
were not legally required or a part of the law, in my opinion, it was not at that 
time commanded to anyone, for the Lord says he will perform it himself and 
look after his flock and will raise up a shepherd to lead them to pasture and be 
their shepherd. Jesus is the shepherd who was slain for the sheep (Mark 14). “I 
am a good shepherd; a good shepherd gives his life for the sheep.” (John 10). 


If in the matter of baptism we overstress place and mode, and each seeks his 
own way in disparagement of the other we are in danger of being among those 
of whom Paul says: Whereas there is among you envying and strife, and 
divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 


But if we consider the matter spiritually, we will find that the words bathing, 
washing, baptizing, pouring and sprinkling have a spiritual meaning, and may 
therefore all be called baptism, since each was commanded according to its own 
kind, manner or method and was performed at various places to the honor, 
praise and glory of him whose throne is in the heavens and whose footstool is 
the earth (Isaiah 66), and to the consolation, edification and joy of all believers 
and all repentant children of men. Pouring and sprinkling, about which Ezekiel 
and Isaiah write, are of the Lord himself and are a foretelling of grace and of the 
true shepherd and the kingdom of Jesus Christ, who has brought us from heaven 
the will of his heavenly Father and sealed his testament with his blood, and has 
by his power and omnipotence overcome the devil, sin, death and hell, and 
triumphing as King of kings and Lord of lords arose from the [p. 23] dead, had 
asked his eleven disciples to go up on a mountain and said to them: All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the world. He blessed them, raised 
his hands and ascended to heaven. Since Jesus’ command to baptize is spiritual 
and applies to all nations, and contains nothing about place, manner or mode, 
we may indeed be in agreement and content with Article Seven of our 
Confession of Faith, which specifies neither the place where nor the manner in 
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which the baptismal water is to be used. That Confession of Faith was 
composed and adopted at a time when nonresistant Christians were widely 
scattered, thereby creating peace and setting the candle on the candlestick to the 
comfort and joy of nonresistant Christendom and the praise, honor, and thanks 
to the great Shepherd of the sheep, Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and glory 
from now to eternity. Amen. 


Later Recollection: Forty years were spent and passed by before peace and 
unity were finally established in 1632 for the consideration of all workers in the 
house of the Lord. 


Following Stoltzfus’ dissertation may be found some comments and an 
Addendum, made either by the secretaries, or someone who edited the 
Proceedings, or by the chairman of the conference or his assistant, or by the 
ministers of the host congregation (Walnut Creek, Ohio) for the coming (1869) 
conference, as follows: 


Note: The following invitation was recommended by a large number of 
ministers after the meeting. 


ADDENDUM and address to all fellow believers and especially those fellow 
ministers who stand with us in the same faith and who wish and desire and are 
also minded to follow the counsel and meaning of the Gospel, and to pursue 
peace and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord. 


Is it not sufficiently clear that according to the Word of the Lord peace and 
holiness will never be attained without a will and desire and earnest striving, yes 
a real pursuit of true brotherly peace and Christian love and [p. 24) unity? 
Salvation is promised to the peacemakers, 1. e., those who are at all times ready 
and willing to seek peace with their whole heart. But where in the Holy 
Scripture is there any consolation or promise for those who neither seek nor 
desire peace? How can anyone claim that it is the will of God that divisions 
arise among us? Indeed, Paul writes: Let there be no divisions among you; but 
rather hold fast to one another in the same mind and in the same judgment. If 
one says; Iam “Paulisch”; another: I am “Appollisch”; are you then not carnal? 
And Romans 8: But those who are carnal cannot please God. It is not our 
intention to accuse or reproach anyone, but only to defend the truth. 


We desire to attend ministers’ meetings with all fellow believers who live 
and walk according to the Gospel, which requires that we should pursue peace, 
1. e., Strive for it with all our heart in order to create unity and promote the 
welfare of the church, as our forefathers, the martyrs, also did. It can be read 
fully enough in the Christenpflicht that a conference was held as early as 1557 
in the middle of the period of the most cruel persecution, at which fifty 
ministers gathered to discuss and pass measures concerning the welfare of the 
church. And that ministers’ meetings were later frequently held, and many 
years passed before they could agree on the confession of faith that was drawn 
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up in 1632 at Dordrecht, Holland, and which was then adopted by all the 
congregations and which we also acknowledge to be right and evangelical. 


We want to meet again in the name of the Lord to examine ourselves 
together and correct ourselves in love and in a gentle spirit, and in all things 
accept the Word of the Lord as our plumb line and, as the apostle Paul says: In 
everything be subject one to another and hold fast to humility. 


In addition, ministers from all the churches are invited to whom it is a serious 
matter to come to peace and unity in the entire brotherhood. All of us [are 
invited] who have been baptized by one Spirit into one body and who a few 
years ago were one church”’, and who are willing to base themselves entirely 
and solely on God’s Word, and to live a sober, humble, Christian life, 
withdrawn and separated from the world. 


To this end may the God of love and peace help us through the precious 
merits of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


23. This nostalgic and melancholy reference to the earlier unity of the Amish church suggests 
that, even in 1868, some of the leaders in the Diener Versammlungen hoped for a healing of the 
Great Schism. 


Amish Mennonite Ministers’ Meetings 


Verhandlungen 


der adjten jabrliden 


Diener : Berfammlung 


Amilhen Mennoniten-Brüderfähaft, 


gehalten am 16., 17. und 18. Mat 1869, 
in ber Gegent von 


Walnut Creek, Holmes Co., Obio. 


Elthart, Fndiana. 
Gedrudt bei John F. Funt & Bruder. 
1869. 





108 


109 
THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1869 


Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Ministers’ Meeting of the Amish 
Mennonite Brotherhood, held on the 16th, 17th, and 18th of May, 1869, in the 
Vicinity of Walnut Creek, Holmes County, Ohio. [p. 3) 


Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Meeting of the Amish Mennonite Ministry 
and Brotherhood — 1869 


In accordance with a decision made at last year’s meeting a large number of 
brethren and sisters gathered at the home of Brother Christian C. Stutzman’ in 
the vicinity of Walnut Creek, Holmes County, Ohio, on Pentecost Sunday, the 
16th of May, 1869. After some singing Peter Graber gave an introductory talk; 
then a prayer followed and a powerful message by Samuel Joder. The forenoon 
service was then closed with a prayer and a song. 


In the afternoon there was singing again. Then followed an admonition by 
Joseph Biirkey, [then] prayer, and then a stirring message given by Johannes 
Joder. The first four chapters of Acts were read during the day, and a number of 
brethren witnessed to the messages. The meeting was closed with prayer and 
the singing of a song. [p. 4] 


First Day: Monday the 17th of May, 1869 


The meeting was opened with singing. Then followed an admonition and 
prayer by David Plank. Then Samuel Joder from Mifflin County, Pa., was 
nominated and then unanimously elected as chairman. Joseph Biirkey from 
Illinois was unanimously elected as assistant. The rules which were adopted by 
the “Conferenz” in Illinois [1866], as well as those adopted at the meeting in 
Logan County, Ohio [1867] were also adopted unanimously at this meeting. 


Abraham Mast, Walnut Creek, Holmes County, Ohio, and S. S. Hertzler, 
Orville [sic], Ohio,” were elected as secretaries. The forenoon’s business was 
then closed with singing. 


Afternoon Session 


At the opening a song was sung and then it was noted that the assembly was 
now ready for business. 


First a request was made by Johannes K. Joder for help in investigating the 
dissension in the Wayne County congregation.” The following ministers were 


1. Very likely Christian Stutzman (1824-1900) and his wife Magdalena Mast (1828-1904) were 
the hosts. They already had a family of nine children and Magdalena was expecting her tenth child. 


2. For identification of S. S. Hertzler see Proceedings, 1867, note 5. 


3. Perhaps this “dissension” concerned the brewers in the Wayne County congregation which led 
to the pleading of Bishop John K. Yoder at the May 22, 1869 congregational counsel meeting that 
even if the members would not give up entirely the use of beer and whiskey, they at least should not 
manufacture it. Jonathan S. Burkholder (1826-1900) and Martin L. Rich (1843-1911) agreed to do 
so, but Peter Rich (1833-1906) refused to comply and was excommunicated from the church. The 
“beer Amish“ later organized their own congregation in Sterling, Ohio (the Sterling Mennonite 
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selected, namely: Peter Naffziger [sic], Johannes Joder, Daniel [p. 5) Naffziger, 
Samuel Joder, Christian Miller. 

_ Secondly, a question: May it be permitted, according to the Word of God, 
that a member of the church who has missed the Lord’s Supper twice in 
succession, without providing the congregation with a scriptural reason for such 
conduct, sit in the congregational council or judiciary? 


A council of five ministers was selected to answer this question: Johannes 
Joder, Peter Graber, Peter Naffziger, Enoch Zug, and Jakob König. 


While these were absent from the meeting and nothing [no other business] 
was on hand, several ministers were called upon to edify and comfort the 
assembled brethren and sisters with the Word of God, namely: Christian Miller, 
Johannes Smiley, and Michael Schlonecker. 


Then an admonition by Joseph Biirkey followed, and then in closing there 
was prayer, and then a song was sung. [p.6] 


Second Day; Tuesday, the 1gth of May 


The meeting was opened with singing and an admonition and prayer by Peter 
Naffziger. 


The [minutes of] yesterday’s business were read. 


Now the council concerning the first question came before the meeting and 
reported as follows: 


We perceive, according to the purport of the Word of God, than when such a 
member does not observe the Lord’s Supper from time to time, it is the solemn 
duty of the preacher [Lehrer] to visit such a member and to admonish him in 
love and to direct him to keep such commandment and to present himself as a 
fruit bearing member of the true vine, Jesus Christ. For our Lord and Master 
teaches us (Luke 13:6): “There was a man who had a fig tree that was planted in 
his vineyard and he came and looked for fruit thereon and did not find any. 
Then he said to the vine dresser: See, I have been coming every year for three 
years to look for fruit on this fig tree, and I do not find any. Chop it off. Why 
should it occupy the ground? But he answered and said to him: Lord, leave it 
alone one more year, until I dig around it and manure it, to [p. see if it will bear 
fruit after all. If not, then you may chop it down.” Therefore we realize that 
such a member, if he has been admonished but does not respond with the deed 
[in conduct], he may not help to counsel and judge, since such a member does 
not carry out his duties, for the Savior says: “I have deeply desired to eat this 
Passover lamb before I suffer.” We find in the old covenant (Numbers 9[:10, 
13]) that the children of Israel who were under the covenant of the Lord, but 
were defiled or traveling, were nevertheless supposed to observe the Passover, 


Church, organized in 1900, now part of the First Mennonite Church, Wadsworth, Ohio).—Creative 
Congregationalism, 73-76, 88; John Umble, “The Oak Grove-Pleasant Hill Amish-Mennonite 
Church in Wayne County, Ohio in the Nineteenth Century (1815-1900),” MOR 31 (July 1957), 180- 
183. See also Proceedings, 1866, note 18. 


4. For a similar question and its answer see Proceedings, 1865, 4, and Proceedings, 1872, 26-27. 
See also Tradition, 45 and 294, note 4 for further discussion of such conduct. 
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and he who was clean and not traveling, and yet did not observe the Passover, 
this soul was to be rooted out from among his people, because of his sin. Again 
in Matt. 19:17: “Do you want to enter into life, then keep the commandments.” 
Further, John 14:15: “If you love me, keep my commandments,” and in verse 
21: “He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me.” 
Further, I John 2:4: “Whoever says I know Him, and does not keep His 
commandments, is a liar and the truth is not in him.” 


Afternoon Session 


After a song had been sung a question was read, to wit: “May a brother or a 
sister who at one time opened his [p.s) or her mouth to make a vow to be faithful 
in the vineyard of the Lord, whether he/she be single or widowed, and it comes 
to pass that he or she promises marriage to [another] member of the church, and 
then takes back her word, without giving a scriptural reason, may such a 
member remain undisciplined, according to the purport of the Word of the 
Lord?” There was a general discussion about this and decided that he or she 
could not do this without giving a lawful reason. 


An invitation to have the next meeting at Pentecost, in the year 1870, was 
offered by several congregations. The next meeting will be held in Fulton 
County, Ohio, if we live and the Lord wills, to which all ministers, brethren and 
sisters, and all who have the joy and the love for it are invited. Brethren coming 
on the train from the West should get off at Archbold, and those coming from 
the East at Pettisville. 


Addendum and Encouragement 


To all the bishops [Aeltesten], ministers, brethren and sisters in the Lord, 
who will see and read this: Now you brethren, ministers, and bishops, let us 
look back carefully at the eight preceding ministers’ meetings, whether they ip. 9] 
have not often produced a refreshing, a new inducement to love and to peace in 
the heart, since we often met old acquaintances, ministers and brethren, and 
worked together as laborers in the vineyard of the Lord. So we will also receive 
our reward together in the happy, long, unending eternity. But alas, how often 
do we hear people saying this and that did not please me. But oh, true co- 
workers, let us not become weary, but only the more zealous, and if something 
has not been founded on the true foundation and cornerstone, Jesus Christ, then 
try to correct it and do not act like that servant who kept his pound in a napkin.° 
Further, we commend all of you who see and read this to God and the Lamb. 
To this end may the Almighty help, strengthen, empower, and establish us in 
Jesus Christ. Amen. [p. 10] 


5. Those supporting the conference were keenly aware of the criticism of those who did not 
support the new organization. As early as July 23, 1868, Shem Zook was working on ways for the 
conference to deal with those who opposed it. He wrote to John Stoltzfus: “If I live and am well at 
the time of next year’s ‘Conferenz,’ I plan to lay before the conference the excerpts of D[avid] 
Beiler’s opinions about holding the conference, a copy of which I sent you, along with more 
observations, and let the conference decide as to whether they should be printed.”—Stolizfus 
Documents, Doc 53. 
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Names and Places of Residence of the Ministers 


Samuel Joder 
Enoch Zug 

John Joder 

David Plank 
Samuel Hedding 
John K. Joder 
Salomon Zug 
Jonathan Schmucker 
Jakob König 

John Smiley 
Christian K. Joder 
Moses Miller 
Joseph Bürkey 
Daniel Naffziger 
Abraham Mast 
William Garber 

Eli S. Miller 

Peter Blouch 
Michael Slonecker 
Christian Miller 
Peter Graber 
Joseph J. Borntrager 
Noah Mast 

David Betschy [sic] 
Samuel Mast 

Peter Naffziger 
Japhatha Wise 


Belleville, Mifflin County, Pa. 
Belleville, Mifflin County, Pa. 
Belleville, Mifflin County, Pa. 

West Liberty, Logan County, Ohio 
West Liberty, Logan County, Ohio 
Orrville, Wayne County, Ohio 
Orrville, Wayne County, Ohio 
Orrville, Wayne County, Ohio 
Orrville, Wayne County, Ohio 
Wooster Summit, Wayne Co., Ohio 
Smithville, Wayne Co., Ohio 
Shanesville, Tuscarawas Co., Ohio 
Providence, Bureau County, Ill. 
McVeytown, Mifflin Co., Pa. 
Walnut Creek, Holmes County, Ohio 
Walnut Creek, Holmes County, Ohio 
Walnut Creek, Holmes County, Ohio 
Smithville, Wayne County, Ohio 
Lewisville, Stark County, Ohio 
Middlebury, Elkhart Co., Ind. 
Chamberlain, Allen County, Ind. 
Middlebury, Elkhart Co., Ind. 
Shanesville, Tuscarawas County, Ohio 
Berlin, Holmes County, Ohio 

Berlin, Holmes County, Ohio 
Archbold, Fulton County, Ohio 
Pettisville Fulton County, Ohio 
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Vericht der Verhandlungen 


ter neunten jährlichen 


Diener : Berfammlung 


Wnifden Mennoniten-Brüderjcaft, 
gehalten am 5., 6., 7. und 8. Juni 1870, 


aur tem Wohnplab von Shrijtian Schank, ungefähr zwei und eine 
halbe Meile von 


Arhbold, Fulton County, Ohio. 


Elkhart, Fndiana. 
WMedrudt bei Sobn hm Funk & Bruder. 
1870. 
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THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1870 


Report of the Proceedings of the Ninth Annual Ministers’ Meeting of the 
Amish Mennonite Brotherhood,' Held on the sth, 6th, 7th, and gth of June, 
1870, at the Home of Christian Schantz, About Two and One-half Miles from 
Archbold, Fulton County, Ohio.’ [p. 3) 


Report of the Proceedings of the Ninth Annual Gathering of the Amish 
Mennonite Ministry and Brotherhood 


Sunday, the Fifth of June 


In accordance with the decision of last year’s meeting to hold the 1870 
annual conference [Rathsversammlung] of the Amish Mennonite brotherhood 


1. The conference of 1870 has special significance in several ways. In marked contrast to the 
1869 meeting, the procedures followed in the day-to-day business sessions were quite structured. 
The conference began with the formal adoption of the ten rules of procedure drawn up in 1866, 
followed by the re-affirmation of the two rules drawn up in 1867 on the enforcement of conference 
regulations. Eleven items of business, usually in the form of a specific question, were submitted in 
writing. In each case, except for the tenth question, a committee or council was appointed to draw up 
an answer and report back to the assembled ministers. In each instance the committee reports were 
accepted, some unanimously and some by majority vote. Much of this orderliness may be attributed 
to the leadership and strong personalities of the moderator and the assistant moderator, John P. King 
and John K. Yoder. These two men, along with Samuel Yoder, came to dominate more and more the 
consecutive annual conferences. Only in the final conference (1878) did this three-man team fall 
apart. It is easy to fault these three leaders for their domination of the annual conferences and for the 
way in which they attempted to shore up the fences of conference discipline. But the situation 
required near-heroic measures, a circumstance which these leaders sensed. Nevertheless, given the 
strong tradition of congregational autonomy in the Amish church, their attempt to transfer 
considerable authority to the conference would in large measure fail. For a fuller examination of the 
role of these three men see Tradition, 175-203, particularly 175-176. 


John K. Yoder himself realized that strengthening the arm of conference was not the total answer 
to unity in the Amish Mennonite church. At this 1870 meeting he presented a prepared speech (pp. 
19-24) in which he pleaded for some tolerance [Verträglichkeit] of differences in clothing styles 
between East and West. To facilitate this he urged, not any conference action, but inter- 
congregational visiting and preaching by ministers and bishops. In spite of this bold pronouncement 
in favor of toleration, however, John K. Yoder was soon to take the leadership in the disciplining of 
Joseph Stuckey. 


The Proceedings of the conference of 1870 introduce the problems arising from Bishop Joseph 
Stuckey’s relaxed congregational discipline. While Stuckey is not named in the 1870 Proceedings, it 
is quite clear that he is the one who is accused of participating in the decisions of conference and 
then not enforcing them. Probably it was he whom the conference was also faulting for not dealing 
with a member of his congregation (unnamed, but as later revealed, Joseph Yoder) who had written a 
poem embracing universalism. The difficulties between Stuckey and the conference became sharper 
in 1871, and in 1872-73 the Stuckey Amish were virtually forced out of the conference. 


2. The following announcement appeared in HoT (April 1870), 57, under the title “Conferences: 
The Annual Conference of the Amish Mennonites:” 


THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE of the Amish Mennonite church, according to the 
conclusion of last year’s conference, will meet on Whit-sunday, June 5th, in Fulton 
County, Ohio, where all brethren and sisters, and all others who desire are cordially 
invited to attend. Those coming on cars from the west, will stop at Archbold. Those from 
the east at Pettisville. 
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on Pentecost in Fulton County, Ohio, a large number of ministers, also brethren 
and sisters, and others,” assembled on June 5 at the home of Christian Schantz,* 
where services were held two times. 


The morning service was opened with admonishing and prayer by Andreas 
Rupp from Ill. Next came a powerful sermon [Predigt] about the solemn 
observance of holy Pentecost by Elias Riehl from Pa., and then a stirring 
admonition and witness from J. K. Yoder from Ohio and Joseph Biirkey from 
Illinois. [p.4] 


In the afternoon the meeting was opened with admonishing and prayer by 
Samuel Yoder from Pa., and then a long and stirring message was delivered by 
J. P. Kinig, through which the assembly was richly fed, through the gracious 
blessing of God, about the foundation principles of pride and humility, also 
about the renewing of the Spirit through rebirth, born of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ. Then an urgent admonition was directed to the assembly, the 
message being witnessed to by Abraham Mast from Ohio and Paul 
Herschberger from Iowa. After prayer and song, the meeting was concluded for 
the day. 


Monday, the 6th of June -- The Forenoon Session 


The meeting was opened with an admonition and prayer by J. K. Yoder from 
Ohio in which he explained the purpose of the meeting. Then upon the 
suggestion of Peter Naffziger from Ohio, Johannes P. Kinig from Logan 
County, Ohio, was elected unanimously as chairman and J. K. Yoder as 
assistant. Then George Z. Boller from Ind. and Christian Weiss” from Ohio 
were elected as secretaries. [p. 5] 


Regulations of the Ninth Ministers’ Meeting 


The following regulations were then presented and adopted:° 


1. We wish God’s grace, peace, and mercy in Jesus Christ, and the 
supporting power of the Holy Spirit to all brethren and sisters, and to all God- 
seeking souls as well. 


3. John F. Funk (1835-1930), editor of the Herald of Truth and the Herold der Wahrheit was 
one of the others who attended this conference as he related in “Annual Conference of the Amish 
Mennonite Church,” HoT (July 1870), 104-05 (Part II, Doc. 14). 


4. Christian Schantz (1817-1907) had come to Fulton County, Ohio, in 1842 and at the time of 
the conference was married to his second wife, Mary Gingery, and was the father of thirteen 
children. He was the son of Christian Schantz (1788-1879) who attended the meetings of 1862 and 
1865. The congregation had built a meetinghouse only the year before, the first service being held in 
January, 1870.—Out of the Wilderness, 73-74. 

5. Christian Wyse (1852-1926) was married to Magdalena Stutzman (1855-1927). He was the 
son of John Wyse (1821-1884), a deacon in the Fulton County, Ohio, congregation, and of his first 
wife, Sarah Jane Miller (1824-1857).—Karen Ruth, Mennonites of Northwestern Ohio, 1834-1984 
({Archbold, Ohio]: Central Mennonite Church, 1984), 55. 

6. These ten rules are essentially the same as those first adopted in the 1866 conference 
(Proceedings, 1866, 4-5) and adopted again in 1868. 
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Let us now be upright in love and grow in every way in Him who is the 
Head, Christ, in whom the whole body is put together, and one member holds to 
the other, so that one assists the other, each in his own way, so that the body 
may grow in its self-improvement, and all of this in love—for love is the bond 
of perfection—and offer up in your faith a virtue and a good order, for God is a 
God of order [der Ordnung], so that no one may take offense or be scandalized. 

2. The meeting is to be held in order to build ourselves up on the foundation 
of God’s Word and not in order to make laws [Gesetze] or rulings [Beschlüsse] 
contrary to the Gospel. [p. 6] 

3. Every minister shall be permitted to express himself publicly.’ 

4. Only one person shall speak at the same time, and it is to be carefully 
observed that no one disturb the speaker or interrupt him. 

5. The chairman and his assistant shall be permitted to discipline all 
mumblings and all disturbances. 

6. Every minister who wants to join this gathering as a co-worker may not 
refuse to present his gift [of admonishing or preaching] which he has received 
from the Lord, at the request of the chairman. 

7. Every minister who wants to express himself shall arise and speak loudly 
and clearly. 

8. All items [Artikel] to be discussed at this meeting shall be presented in 
writing. 

9. It shall be the right of the chairman and his assistant to withhold any items 
or questions which might be brought to them which they do not deem helpful or 
edifying. 

10. It shall be the chairman’s duty to enforce all the [procedural] 
regulations which are made here. pp. 7] 

The proceedings may continue from day to day according to the pleasure of 
the majority of the ministers. 

May the Lord give His blessing and His success through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


Addendum? 


1. It is decided that all proceedings [Verhandlungen] of former meetings 
which were brought to a conclusion remain in force, unless a scriptural proof is 
presented to the general assembly that those which are not being enforced are 
unscriptural. 


7. The rules of procedure adopted in 1866 and 1868 added that no one was to speak longer than 
twenty minutes at one time. 


8. These two “added” rules were first adopted at the 1867 conference (Proceedings, 1867, 4) and 
again at the 1868 conference. 
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2. No minister who is a member of the meeting? shall have the right to make 
any changes afterward unless he hands in a scriptural proof that it [the ruling] is 
unscriptural or deviates from the Word of God and in that way is detrimental. 


Afternoon Session 


At the beginning an essay was read to the assembly by J. K. Yoder to think 
about until tomorrow, or whenever it will be read again. [p.s] 


Then the following questions were presented and handed in: 


Question 1: What is to be done with a member of the church who leaves us 
and goes over to a church which is not nonresistant? 


The following council was selected and sent out, namely: Abraham Mast 
from Ohio, Michael Yoder from Pa., Peter Naffziger from Ohio, Samuel Yoder 
from Pa., and Johannes Graber from Ind. 


Answer to the 1S! question: As to the question of what to do with a member 
of the church who leaves a Christian church which observes God’s 
commandments and holds to peace [nonresistance], and joins another church 
which justifies the sword and revenge, we answer that, according to the intent of 
the Word of God, there is nothing else to be done but to put such a member in 
the ban. 


Further, after a rather lengthy defense of [the answer to] this question, it was 
decided by a majority of the ministers that if the congregation acts in harmony 
with the Word of God and if the member is properly examined whether he/she 
understood the facts and checked them out with the Word of God, then the 
congregation shall come to a decision in accordance with the circumstances, and 
if the member has [p. 9] done it deliberately and does not leave off, then she must 
be put in the ban."° 


Question 2: Gospel-oriented counsel is requested for a congregation which 
has ministers who do not work [perform their duties], or say they cannot work 
with the Word and in preaching, but who otherwise generally lead a Christian 
life." 


For this question the following council was appointed: Daniel Naffziger from 
Pa., Christian Plank from Ind., Jakob Kinig from Ohio, Jonathan Zug from 
Ohio, and Christian Naffziger from Ind. 


9. The German words here are: Mitglied dieser Versammlung—suggesting a kind of delegate-to- 
the-conference status (by virtue of one’s ordination to the ministry). 


10. Like so many questions presented at these meetings, this one referred to a particular instance, 
as indicated by the pronoun, “she.” 

11. There are a number of instances of persons refusing to be placed in the lot, or feeling that 
they could not serve in preaching. In one case, Christian Hertzler (1800-1878), who had attended the 
1868 meeting, was ordained a minister, but because he felt he could not speak in public assumed the 
duties of a deacon after the death of Deacon David Mast (1798-1869).—J. Lamar and Lois Ann 
Mast, As Long as Wood Grows and Water Flows: A History of the Conestoga Mennonite Church 
(Morgantown, Pa.: Conestoga Mennonite Historical Committee, 1982), 44, 71. For other instances of 
this sort see Tradition, 61-62. 
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Question 3: May it be considered right and according to the Gospel to use 
honest people outside of the congregation as witnesses in certain cases? 


For this question the following council was appointed: Jonathan Zug from 
Ohio, Samuel Yoder from Pa., Moses Stutzman from Ohio, Isaac Schmucker 
from Ind., and Peter Blauch from Ohio. 


Question 4: According to the Word of God, how should one consider those 
who insist there is no eternal punishment or pain, but that each one receives his 
punishment in this life and that all men will be saved?’ 


For this question the following council was appointed: [p. 10) 


Elias Riehl from Pa., Christian Miller from Ind., Paul Herschberger from Iowa, 
Peter Naffziger and Johannes Smiley from Ohio. 


While the above indicated councils were absent, admonitions were given by 
Johannes Esch from Pa., Johannes Biirky from Illinois, and Eli Miller from 
Ohio. 

After that the day’s meeting was closed with admonition and prayer by 
Christian Plank from Indiana. 


Tuesday the 7th of June 


The meeting was opened with admonition and prayer by Abraham Mast from 
Ohio. Then an admonition was given by Christian Naffziger from Ind. 


Answer to the 204 question: The report of the council concerning the second 
question was then turned in and runs as follows: 


In this case we do not find any scriptural reason according to the intent of 
God’s Word, to release those who are called to the office of preaching, 
especially as long as they are blameless [in their conduct].’° p. 11] 


12. “Universalism,” the name given to this doctrine, was also giving concern to other biblically 
oriented denominations in the United States at this time. It seems probable, however, that the 
concern expressed here was in fact a veiled protest to the poems which Joseph Joder was writing. 
Joseph Joder was a school teacher and a member of Bishop Joseph Stuckey’s Amish congregation at 
Danvers, Ill. In his poem, Die Frohe Botschaft, written in 1869, he had openly espoused this new 
universalism.—Willard H. Smith, Mennonites in Illinois (Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press, 1983), 88. 


Universalism had made inroads among some of the European Mennonites in south Germany and 
Switzerland. Jacob (1826-1900) and Jacobine Gingerich (1830-1918) Brenneman who settled near 
Hennepin, Illinois, convinced the local Amish minister Daniel Holly (1816-1887) of universalism 
and he left the church. The belief was current among other Amish in Illinois. Between 1852 and 
1858 young Moses Ropp (1828-1891), the youngest brother of the ministers Andrew, Christian, and 
Peter Ropp, who had attended the conferences at various times, left the Dillon Creek congregation 
because he no longer believed in eternal punishment. After meeting the ministers of the congregation 
one Sunday, he left the church, walked out to the barn of the host family, and told his friends there: 
“Die alte Fohe, Die wille die Welt anzunden und wille die verbrennen” (“Old fogies that they are, 
they want to set fire to the world and burn it”). Edwin O. Ropp Papers, IMA. The Herald of Truth 
(May 1870), 76, printed a “Copy of a Letter in Reply to a Letter From a Universalist,” dated Oct. 17, 
1865 at Belleville, Pa.— See Part III, Doc. 9. 


13. The conference had ruled similarly in 1866 (Proceedings, 1866, 8), that a minister could not 
be relieved of his ministerial functions because he felt that he did not have the ability or the 
qualifications for that office. For an example of such a situation see the biographical sketch of 
Christian Hertzler (1800-1878) in Part III. 
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[This was] agreed to by a majority of the ministers. 


Answer to the 31d question: We want to leave it to each congregation where 
such cases occur, to take care of them in whatever way they think best or may 
be edifying. Unanimously adopted. 


Answer to the 4th question: We consider the above claim to be contrary to 
the Gospel, which we can prove by the following passages of Scripture: 


Matt. 5:20: “I say to you, except your righteousness exceed that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will not come into the heavenly kingdom.” Chapter 
23:13: “Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites, who shut up the 
kingdom of heaven against men! You neither go in, nor do you allow those who 
are entering to go in.” John 3:5: “Jesus answered: Verily, verily, I say to you: 
Except a man is born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot come into the 
kingdom of God.” Verse 36: He that believes on the Son has eternal life; he that 
does not believe on the Son shall not see [p. 12) life, but the wrath of God remains 
on him.” Phil. 3:18,19: “For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and 
now tell you with weeping, [that they are] the enemies of the cross of Christ, 
whose end is damnation.” 


And there are many more passages of Scripture [of like intent]. Since we 
believe that weak members might be brought into this error, it is our position 
that such members should be excluded from the [congregational] council 
meeting and be broken up [as with hard soil] with love. If then they will not 
accept correction, they must be put into the ban, in accordance with Christian 
ordering, until there is repentance and reform. 


After a lengthy discussion, especially by the chairman and richly supported 
by the Gospel, about what a dangerous and harmful heresy this is, this [report] 
was adopted unanimously. 


Question 5: Gospel-oriented counsel is desired as to whether a person is 
worthy of receiving baptism without knowing by feeling and sensing that he is 
reconciled to God through Jesus Christ." 


The following council was appointed to consider this question, namely: 
Jonathan Zug from Ohio, Jakob Naffziger from Ohio, Johannes Esch from Pa., 
Samuel Yoder from Pa., and Christian Naffziger from Ind. [p. 13) 


Question 6: What is to be done with a man who is in the ban and, while in 
the ban, marries a divorced woman whose first husband—as he knew at the time 
of the marriage—is still living? And if the woman’s first husband dies, may 
such person be taken into the congregation again? 


Because of its great importance, the following council of bishops [bestätigten 
Dienern] was appointed to consider this question: Isaac Schmucker from Ind., 
Peter Naffziger from Ohio, Christian Rupp from Ill., Elias Riehl from Pa., and 
Christian Naffziger from Illinois. 


14. Quite certainly this question was raised in response to the position taken by the Rupp church 
in Fulton County, Ohio (see Proceedings, 1864, note 7, and 1866, notes 6 and 12). By this time 
Jacob Rupp (ca. 1801-1875) was no longer preaching. His son Joseph (1840-1911) was serving as 
pastor of the congregation. 
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Question 7: May a member of the church who has committed murder and has 
been punished by the government and has manifested repentance, be again 
admitted into the congregation? 

The following council was appointed for this question: Johannes Smiley 
from Ohio, Emanuel Hochstetler from Ind., Eli Miller from Ohio, Jakob Kinig 
from Ohio, and Andreas Ropp from Illinois. 


During the absence of the above councils, an admonition was given by 
Johannes P. Schmitt from Illinois, and then the forenoon meeting was closed 
with a song. [p. 14] 


Afternoon Session 


The meeting was opened with singing and an admonition by Joseph Biirky 
from Illinois and the following answers were submitted: 


Answer to the 5th question: The report of the council on the fifth question 
runs as follows: We believe that a baptismal candidate must have faith, must 
express true repentance, and have a living hope that he has received grace from 
God through Jesus Christ. Adopted unanimously. 


Answer to the 6th question: On this question the following answer was 
given: We believe, according to the Gospel, that the person referred to is an 
adulterer, and remains so until the first husband has died. We cannot give our 
counsel that such person be [re-Jadmitted as long as he remains in this 
circumstance. But if it can be attested to by a Gospel-believing witness that the 
first husband of the indicated woman has died, then, if he shows true repentance 
and reform, he may be taken back into the church. Adopted unanimously. 


Further, see the report of the conference held in Logan County, Ohio, in the 
year 1867, page 7. [p. 15] 

Answer to the 7th question: According to our understanding, this person may 
be re-admitted into the congregation, according to God’s Word, if he shows true 
repentance; for godly remorse creates a healing sorrow, and every sin, except 
the sin against the Holy Spirit, shall be forgiven man. Adopted unanimously. 

Question 8: According to God’s Word, how should one consider those who 
say their entry into the church is not right, and are baptized again and have 
much to say against the [Amish] church? 

Concerning this question the following council was appointed: Elias Riehl 
from Pa., Isaac Schmucker from Ind., Samuel Yoder from Pa., Paul 
Herschberger from Iowa, and Eli Miller from Ohio. 

Question 9: May a person be taken back into the church who has given his 
sister’s daughter in marriage against the will of her parents? 

For this question the following council was appointed: Johannes Esch from 
Pa., Peter Blauch from Ohio, Jakob Naffziger from Ohio, Jonathan Zug from 
Ohio, and David Herzler from Indiana. 
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Question 10: According to Holy Writ, does a person who at one time has 
renounced the world, have the right to 1. 16) frequent “shows” and “fairs?””"” 


Very serious and important expressions were made relative to this question 
by J. K. Yoder from Wayne County, Ohio, about the words from I Thess. 5:22: 
“Abstain from every appearance of evil,” and by J. P. Kinig from Logan 
County, Ohio, on the words from Heb. 5:11: “And do not have fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather rebuke them.” It was shown clearly, 
and with power that, according to God’s Word, to frequent such places as 
“shows” and “fairs” would give an evil appearance and that, according to the 
words of Jesus, one cannot let his light shine to good works if he takes part in, 
and supports them. They must be considered as worldly, temporal things, which 
are of no use to anybody and which serve to harm many, where one finds 
nothing that is good or Christian, but only sheer vanities which lead humanity 
altogether to destruction. The dangers involved were also mentioned, that there 
have often been instances where steam boilers have burst and other pp. 17) things 
happen so that people’s lives have been lost. How would one feel if one of our 
dear children would lose his life at such a place and in such an accident? In 
fact, these [amusements] might be compared to the fair or vanity fair in the City 
of Vanity, described by John Bunyan,'° where the good and the God-fearing 
person soon is thrown into prison or is miserably executed. All were therefore 
admonished to avoid all such evil appearance, and not to take part in the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but much rather rebuke them. 


Answer to the th question: The appointed council reported the following on 
this question: We are not ready to say much about this question, since the 
circumstances are reported only from one side. Still we counsel those who have 
gone out of the church and have had themselves re-baptized, that they do not 
revile or scold in return, for such is not pleasing to the Lord. We also counsel 
the other side to take care that they do not judge too severely those who have 
left the [Amish] church. 


The council on this matter did not want to give any pp. ıs) further report 
thereon, but is willing to turn the matter over to other [ministers’] meetings. 


Answer to the 9th question: This question was answered as follows: We 
believe that such person may be re-admitted, if he shows true scriptural 
repentance. 


Thereupon the meeting was closed with admonition and prayer by Isaac 
Schmucker. 


15. As early as September, 1867, Joseph Stuckey arrived in Bloomington, Ill., after a trip to 
Missouri, “and immediately met some friends and acquaintances, as this was just at the time of the 
Fair.’—Joseph Stuckey, “Journey to Missouri,” HoT (Oct. 1867), 153. 

16. The Pilgrim’s Progress, an epic of Christian salvation and the most famous of all English 
allegories, was written by the English Puritan preacher John Bunyon (1628-1688) in 1678.—Baer, 
Westminster Dictionary, 141, 660-661. 
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Wednesday, them gth of June — Forenoon Session 


First the meeting was opened with a lengthy admonition and message by 
John Esch from Pennsylvnia. 

Then came Question 11: How should one behave toward ministers who have 
helped to make rulings at the [ministers’] meeting, but are not willing to enforce 
them, and declare them to be contrary to the Gospel, but refuse to come to the 
meeting to explain themselves? On this question the following council was then 
appointed: Elias Riehl from Pa., Paul Herschberger from Iowa, Christian Plank 
from Ind., Christian Naffziger from Ind., and David Herzler from Ind. fp. 19) 


Afternoon Session 
First there was an exhortation by Jonathan Zug from Ohio. 


Then came the answer to the 11th question as follows: As to this question it 
is our opinion that the congregations should be visited diligently, and the 
ministers interviewed with love, and if they do not want to enforce such rulings 
according to the Word of God, then one must withdraw [withhold fellowship] 
from them.” 


The aforementioned writing by J. K. Yoder from Ohio was now read again 
by the writer himself, and its reason and purpose was explained at length by the 
chairman and discussed extensively by others. Then the ministers voted on it 
and adopted it unanimously. It is found herein as follows: 


Since there has been much dissension among the Amish Mennonites who are 
scattered here and there throughout “America,” and much has been spoken 
about it, with peace not yet having been found, and since it seems that the 
primary cause of this dissension at the present time relates to the outward 
behavior (that is, in the style of clothing [p. 20) /Kleidertracht], and since the 
congregations are so scattered, it seems that it is almost impossible to arrive at 
complete uniformity in style of clothes. Well, dear brethren, let us seek to give 
greater room to tolerance [Verträglichkeit]. Let not one congregation separate 
so quickly from another because of such matters. 


Dear brethren, let us take an example from the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, among whom a disagreement arose because of circumcision, causing 
Paul and Barnabus to go to Jerusalem because of this important question. Now 
after the apostles had discussed this issue at Jerusalem, they came to the wise 
decision [Beschluss] not to cause any trouble about circumcision for those of the 
gentiles who turn to God. But in other matters, which were also strictly 
forbidden in the law, they were to abstain from such as the uncleanness of 
idolatry, from fornication, from that which was strangled, and from blood. In 
that way they were united again; for the believers among the gentiles were 


17. One must suspect that in referring to unnamed ministers who do not enforce conference 
rulings, and then absent themselves from the annual conferences, the accusers were pointing their 
collective finger at Joseph Stuckey. This minister had no doubt voted for the dress-and-conduct code 
adopted in 1865, and then had absented himself from the conferences of 1868 and 1869, as well as 
the present one (1870). The criticisms directed at him openly when he returned to the conferences of 
1871 and 1872 support this hypothesis —Proceedings, 1871, 12-13 and Proceedings, 1872, 6-10. 
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comforted, and those of the circumcision saw that the commandments of the law 
remained in effect in part in the new covenant, under which we are bound even 
yet. And while Paul and Barnabus preached among pp. 21) the Gentiles, and Peter 
and James among the circumcised, yet this did not divide them. 


We also find in the church histories of Germany, The Netherlands, and 
Prussia, that in these lands, by God’s grace, strong [Anabaptist] congregations 
were established, and for some time a happy peace reigned. But when the 
enemy, one who is jealous of all that is good, and the destroyer of peace and 
unity, saw [all] this, he tried to hinder the progress of the Gospel through 
craftiness, in that he called forth dissent and disagreement, so that one gave 
offense and vexation to the other. This grieved those who loved peace very 
much and struck at their hearts, so that they not only sought means to heal the 
division of the church [Kirche] and restore unity, but they also took the matter 
in hand and, in the year 1591, called for a “Conferenz” of the congregations of 
the highlands and of the Netherlands, and through God’s blessing, persevered to 
produce a loving peace again.'” And they did not relax in the good work of 
seeking peace and unity, and again gathered frequently and held “Conferenz,” 
ip. 22) and did not leave off until, through God’s blessing, after 41 years, they 
were again able to establish complete peace at the “Conferenz” at Dortrecht, 
Holland, on the 21st of April, 1632, where the 18 articles of our common 
Christian faith were adopted, which are recognized by all the congregations and 
which today are read to all newcomers [Ankömmlingen] and are recognized as 
the chief tenets of our faith.” 

Now dear brethren, let us first prepare our hearts in such a way that love and 
peace can dwell with us which, after all, is the foundation principle of 
Christianity, for Jesus Christ himself teaches that if love and peace reign among 
us, then everyone will know that we are His true disciples. And where such can 
be found in abundance, there the humility and gentleness of Christ come to 
light, and pride and wantonness recede more and more. 


Well, dear brethren and co-workers in the house of the Lord, we will 
undoubtedly agree that, according to the teaching of the Savior and of the 
apostles, it is our duty to warn the people against those things which displease 
God, which are many, such as covetousness, pride, arrogance, and more such 
like. Peter says: “God resists the proud, but [p. 23) gives grace to the humble.” 
Therefore let us make all possible effort, every single one of us, to cleanse our 
congregations of such unnecessary things, as much as the dear Lord gives us 
grace and strength for that. And if we feel constrained by the love of God to 
work at such matters for the welfare of souls and for the upbuilding of our 
congregations, God will bless our work, so that we together with the 
congregations may be found growing, and together with our congregations will 


18. This peace agreement is called the Concept of Cologne, an agreement and common 
confession of faith between the High German and the Dutch Mennonites signed at Cologne on May 
1, 1591 in order to reconcile their differences of practice in church regulation and conduct.— 
“Concept of Cologne,” by [Christian] Hege, ME 1:663-64. 

19. For an authoritative translation of the Dordrecht Confession see Irvin B. Horst, trans. and ed., 
Mennonite Confession of Faith, Mennonite Sources and Documents, no. 2 (Lancaster, Pa.: Lancaster 
Mennonite Historical Society, 1988). 
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be a light to the world. We will also be found to be at peace and then our Father 
in heaven will be exalted, because in this way the candle will be put on the 
candlestick. 


Therefore, dear brethren, let us seek after such means that will lead us to 
peace, that is, that the ministers will travel more and visit the congregations, and 
not withdraw from [break fellowship with] this or that congregation, but rather 
visit them and preach the Word of God to them and admonish them. And the 
ministers in their home congregations should attempt to uphold the rules and 
regulations [die Regel und Ordnung] of the church. In no case should they 
leave the 18 articles, or the foundation jp. 24) principles of our common Christian 
faith. Further, if the ministers travel from the East to the West, they should not 
withdraw from the congregations in the West because they do not conform in 
behavior, but rather encourage the congregations, that each member in his home 
congregation should behave so that he is not a stumbling block to anyone, and 
those who are disobedient in this matter should be disciplined because of their 
offense. Likewise, if the ministers from the West travel to the East, they should 
always be concerned to help the ministers of the eastern congregations to uphold 
the regulations [Regel] of their congregations, and to discipline the disobedient 
members. If we do it that way there is no doubt but that more love, peace, and 
harmony can be established in the congregations. 


May the God of all grace bless the work. Amen.” 


Then followed an invitation for next year’s meeting as follows: It was 
requested by the ministers from Illinois that the next annual ministers’ meeting 
be held in Livingston County, Illinois. It was then voted by majority to hold the 
next annual ministers’ meeting (if the Lord so ip. 25) wills and we live) in 
Livingston County, Ill. 


After this some very powerful admonitions and messages were given by the 
moderator and by J. K. Yoder [assistant moderator], in which especially the 
youth, as well as the parents, the ministers and the brethren, and almost all 
classes of humanity were earnestly taught and admonished, wherein each one 
was reminded of his duty, yes, not only reminded, but strongly admonished to 
consider his calling seriously in this time of grace, before it is forever too late. 
To this end many passages of Scripture were quoted and many examples cited 
to show how dangerous it is for one to live away from the Lord, be he young or 
old, and although many a person will excuse himself because of his youth, and 
think he is too young to make a covenant with the Lord and be baptized, yet the 


20. Bishop John K. Yoder’s essay pleading for toleration, (pp. 19-24) especially of differences in 
attire between eastern and western congregations, would seem to relate to the then current conditions 
among the conference-related congregations. Probably these conditions are reflected in the criticism 
of those who participate in decision making and then disregard the decisions (p. 18-19) and in the 
specific criticisms of Joseph Stuckey’s lax discipline recorded in Proceedings, 1872, 7-8. Why, after 
this masterful plea for toleration, Bishop John K. Yoder led the conference in 1872-73 in breaking 
fellowship with the Stuckey group, is difficult to explain. Perhaps this is the reason why it was so 
important to highlight universalism, rather than differences in clothing, as the cause for the 
withdrawal from Stuckey. It should also be noted that Yoder’s essay did not address the related 
problem that obtained when neighboring congregations (e. g., Rock Creek and Mackinaw) had 
differing regulations. 
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beloved Lord often shows us, and sometimes with a loud and quick call from 
the messenger of death, that all people are old enough to die. 


Toward evening, after a session of three days, the meeting was closed with 
an urgent admonition and prayer by Samuel Yoder from Pa., and then yet a song 
was sung. A unanimous feelng of satisfaction, joy, and love seemed to Ip. 26] 
prevail among all the assembled souls throughout the days of the session and 
especially at the close. For that we give thanks, praise and honor to the giver of 
all good gifts through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


In conformity with the printed Proceedings of most of the previous 
conferences, the minutes proper are followed by a call to the conference of the 
following year. In this case the moderator and assistant for 1870 assume the 
task of alerting the brotherhood to the next conference and inviting them to 
attend. 


To all ministers, brethren, and sisters in Christ Jesus! Just as it was stated in 
the preceding minutes [of preceding years], so also now. Since it was 
considered appropriate to again hold a general ministers’ meeting on Pentecost, 
1871, in Livingston County, Illinois, therefore we again invite all the 
congregations of the brotherhood in the United States and Canada, at least one 
or two ministers from each congregation, to meet with us. 


Beloved ministers, brethren, and sisters, our desire is to observe the counsel 
of the apostle where he says: “Let there be no divisions among you. Let your 
moderation be known to all men.” 


We hope to assemble again in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, on which 
we may be built up on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, of which 
Jesus Christ is the [p. 27) cornerstone on which the entire building is fitted 
together, and grows to an holy temple in the Lord, in which you also are joined 
together to a building of God in the Spirit, until we all arrive at a common faith 
and knowledge of the Son of God, to which may God lend His grace, through 
the precious merits of His Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Johannes P. King [Moderator] 
Johannes K. Yoder [Assistant Moderator] 


Someone, probably the moderator and his assistant, extracted the formal 
questions and answers found scattered throughout the proceedings and arranged 
them in sequence as a supplement to the minutes as follows: [p. 28] 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Systematically Arranged 


Question 1: What is to be done with a member of the church who leaves us 
and goes over to a church which is not nonresistant? 
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Answer: As to the question of what to do with a member of the church who 
leaves a Christian church which observes God’s commandments and holds to 
peace [nonresistance], and joins another church which justifies the sword and 
revenge, we answer that, according to the intent of the Word of God, there is 
nothing else to be done but to put such a member in the ban. 


Further, after a rather lengthy defense of [the answer to] this question, it was 
decided by a majority of the ministers that if the congregation acts in harmony 
with the Word of God and if the member is properly examined whether he/she 
understood the facts and checked them out with the Word of God, then the 
congregation shall come to a decision in accordance with the circumstances, and 
if the member has done it deliberately and does not leave off, then he must be 
put in the ban. jp. 29) 


Question 2: Gospel-oriented counsel is requested for a congregation which 
has ministers who do not work [perform their duties], or say they cannot work 
with the Word and in preaching, but who otherwise generally lead a Christian 
life. 


Answer: In this case we do not find any scriptural reason, according to the 
intent of God’s Word, to release those who are called to the office of preaching, 
especially as long as they are blameless [in their conduct]. 


Question 3: May it be considered right and according to the Gospel to use 
honest people outside of the congregation as witnesses in certain cases? 


Answer: We want to leave it to each congregation where such cases occur, to 
take care of them in whatever way they think best or may be uplifting. 


Question 4: According to the Word of God, how should one consider those 
who insist there is no eternal punishment or pain, but that each one receives his 
punishment in this life and that all men will be saved? 


Answer: We consider the above claim to be contrary to the Gospel, which we 
can prove by the following passages of Scripture: [p. 30) Matt. 5:20: “I say to you, 
except your righteousness that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not come 
into the heavenly kingdom.” Chapter 23:13: “Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, 
you hypocrites, who shut up the kingdom of heaven against men! For you 
neither go in, and you do not allow those who are entering to go in.” John 3:5: 
“Jesus answered: Verily, verily, I say to you: Except a man is born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot come into the kingdom of God.” Verse 36: He that 
believes on the Son has eternal life; he that does not believe on the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.” Phil. 3:18,19: “For many walk, 
of whom I have told you often, and now tell you with weeping, [that they are] 
the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is damnation.” 


And there are many more passages of Scripture [of like intent]. Since we 
believe that weak members might be brought into this error, it is our position 
that such members should be excluded from the [congregational] council 
meeting and be broken up [as with hard soil] with love. If p. 31) then they will 
not accept correction, they must be put into the ban, in accordance with 
Christian ordering, until there is repentance and reform. 


Joseph Albrecht (1817-1895), 
deacon in Bureau County, 
Illinois from ca. 1845-1885 
who attended the conferences 


of 1866 and 1871. Source: Lena 


Albrecht, et al. The Albrechts, 1836-1952 
(1952), 8. 











' John Albrecht (1833-1900) and 
his second wife Barbara 
Nafziger (1851-1923), 
Livingston County, Illinois. He 


attended the conference in 


1866, 1971 and 1872. Source: Lena 


Albrecht, et al. The Albrechts, 1836-1952 
(1952),8. 
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Andrew Baechler (1796-1874) 
and his wife Anna Rupp (1800- 
1870), Tazewell County, 
Illinois who attended the 1864 


conference. Source: Peter A. Ropp, 
Normal, IL. 


Simon Baechler (1834—1921) and his 
wife Elizabeth Wenger (1842-1934), 
McLean County, Illinois. Wedding 
picture taken in France in 1859. He 
attended the conference in 1871 and 
1872. Source: Ronald Ropp, Normal, IL. 










“Black” Joseph Belsley (1812- 
1879), deacon since 1834 in 
Woodford County, Illinois who 
attended the 1866 and 1867 


conferences. Source: Jean Wallace 
Sauder, Washington, IL. 


David Beachy (1823-1905), 
Holmes County, Ohio who 


attended the conferences of 1863, 
1865, 1869. 1872, 1873, 1876. 


Source: Grant M. Stoltzfus, Mennonites of the 
Ohio and Eastern Conference from the Colonial 
Period to 1968, Studies in Anabaptist and 
Mennonite History, no. 13 (Scottdale, PA: 
Herald Press, 1969), 344. 








Joseph Burcky 
(1836-1920) and his 
wife Jacobine 
Zimmerman (1838- 
1900), Tazewell and 
Bureau Counties, 
Illinois, 1858. He 
attended the 
conferences in 1866, 
1867, 1869-1874 
and 1878. He served 
as the assistant 


chairman in 1869. 


Source: Museum, Illinois 
Mennonite Historical and 
Genealogical Society, 
Metamora, IL. 


Daniel Brennemann (1804-1884), 
Tazewell County, Illinois attended the 


conference in 1866, ca. 1878. Source: 
History of Tazewell County, Illinois (Chicago, IL: 
Charles C. Chapman, 1879), 399. 





Barn on the farm of John and Sarah (Kurtz) Conrad in 
Washington County, Iowa where the 1874 conference was 
held. Source:Lester Miller, Kalona, IA. 


Christian Egle (1822-1892), 
Livingston County, Illinois, who 


attended the 1878 conference. 
Source: Stanley Hauser, Gridley, IL. 
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Benjamin Eicher (1832-1893) of 
Henry County, Iowa registered for 
the conferences in 1865 and 1866 
and who also attended the 1874 
conference where he experienced 
his final break with the Amish 
Mennonites (see Part II, Document 


22), Source: S. F. Pannabecker, Faith on 
Ferment: A History of the Central District 


Conference, Mennonite Historical Series, no. 9 
(Newton, KS: Faith and Life Press, 1968), 147. 


Sketch of Henry Egly (1824— 
1890) by Clarence D. Diller 
from a picture of his son Jospeh 
Egly who most resembled him. 
Egly attended the 1865 confer- 
ence from Adams County, 
Indiana and was the founder of 
the Egly Amish (now the 
Evangelical Mennonite 


Church). Source: The Evangelical 
Mennonite, August 1965, cover of the 
centennial issue. 











a 


Benjamin Gerig (1842- 
1913) of Wayne County, 
Ohio, 1863. As a lay person 
he served as a secretary at 
the 1873 conference. In 
1895 he was ordained as a 
minister and in 1896 as a 
bishop for the Oak Grove 
congregation in Wayne 


County, Ohio. Source: James O. 


Lehman, Creative Congregationalism: 
A History of the Oak Grove Mennonite 
Church in Wayne County, Ohio 
(Smithville, OH: Oak Grove Mennonite 
Church, 1978), 55. 


John Engel (1801-1888), 
Woodford County, 
Illinois who attended the 


1871 conference. 


Source:lllinois Mennonite Archives, 
Metamora, IL. 





Sebastian Gerig (1838-1924) 
and his wife Magdalena 
Goldsmith (1847-1931), 
Henry County, Iowa. Attended 
the 1873 and 1874 confer- 


ENCES. Source: Melvin Gingerich, 


Mennonites in Iowa (Kalona, IA: 
Mennonite Historical Society of Iowa, 
1974). 


Christian Gingerich (1820- 
1908), from the Hessian Amish 
congregation in McLean 
County, Illinois, 1898. He 
attended the 1866 conference. 


Source: S. F. Pannabecker, Faith in Ferment: 
A History of the Central District Conference, 
Mennonite Historical Series, no. 9 (Newton, 

KS: Faith and Life Press, 1968), 147. 











Christian Hertzler (1800- 
1878) Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania who attended 
the conference of 1868. He 
was ordained as a minister 
in 1863 and began serving 
as a deacon in 1869 
because he was unable to 


preach. Source:J. Lemar and Lois 
Ann Mast, As Long as Wood Grows and 
Water Flows: A History of the Cone- 
stoga Mennonite Church (Morgantown, 
PA: Conestoga Mennonite Church, 
1982), 70. 


Moses Hartz (1819-1916), 
Lancaster County, Pennsylva- 
nia. He attended the 1868 


conference. Source: J. Lemar and 
Lois Ann Mast, As Long as Wood Grows 
and Water Flows: A History of the 
Conestoga Mennonite Church 


(Morgantown, PA: Conestoga Mennonite 
Church, 1982), 37. 





Peter Imhoff (1819-1896) 
Butler County, Ohio who 
attended the 1865 and 1867 


conferences. Source: Wilma Brentz, 
Farmington, IL. 





Christian Imhoff (1838— 
1881), McLean County, 
Illinois who attended the 


conferences of 1867, 1871 


and 1872. Source:Christian W. 


Imhoff, Imhoff Family Record: 
Descendants of Christian Imhoff (1838— 
1881) and Barbara Ehresman Imhoff 
(1846-1937) (Chicago, IL: by the author, 
1984), 6. 




















Daniel J. Johns 
(1850-1942) and his 
wife Nancy Yoder 
(1849-1930). As a 
young man he 
attended the 1872 
conference in 
Lagrange County, 
Indiana. He was 
ordained a minister in 
1882 and as a bishop 
in 1887 serving the 
Clinton Frame 
Mennonite Church 


near Goshen, Indiana. 


Source: Raymond Mark Yoder, 
Clinton Frame Sketches 
(Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 
1944), 7. 


Joseph Joder (1797- 
1887) who attended 
the 1866 conference 
and was the author of 
“Die Frohe Botschaft” 
which was discussed at 
the 1872 conference 
and which helped 
precipitate the Stuckey 


division. Source: Illinois 


State Historical Library, 
Springfield, IL. 








Michael Kinsinger (1814-1895), Woodford County, Illinois with 
his wife Magdelena Naffziger (1818-1895) and their children, ca. 


1880. He attended the conference in 1866. Source: Illinois Mennonite 
Archives, Metamora, IL. 


John Lapp (1798-1878) who grew up in 
an Amish home in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania, married Barbara Kurtz 
(1801-1888) in 1818, was baptized in the 
(Old) Mennonite church in ca. 1827, 
moved to Clarence County, New York in 
1828, and was ordained as a Mennonite 
minister in ca. 1833 and as a bishop in 
1839. He was a visitor at the first 
conference in 1862. See Part II, 


Documant 3. Source: L. J. Burkholder, A Brief 


History of the Mennonites in Ontario (Markham, ON, CA. 
Mennonite Conference of Ontario, 1935), 91. 















Eli S. Miller (1821-1917), Holmes 
County, Ohio and Lagrange 
County, Indiana, attended the 
conferences of 1864-1866, 1869, 


1870 and be 72; Source: Mennonite 
Historical Bulletin (April 1948), 1. 


Abraham Mast (1820-1898) of 
Holmes County, Ohio who 
attended the conferences in 1862, 
1863, 1865-1867, 1869, 1870 and 


1872. Source: Grant M. Stoltzfus, Mennonites 
of the Ohio and Eastern Conference from the 
Colonial Period to 1968, Studies in Anabaptist 
and Mennonite History, no. 13 (Scottdale, PA: 
Herald Press, 1969), 369. 










(Johann) Christian Naffziger 
(1803-1893), McLean County, 


Illinois, attended the 1866 


conference. Source: Illinois Mennonite 
Archives, Metamora, IL. 


Andrew Oesch (1848- 
1940) who attended the 
1878 conference from 
Bureau County, Illinois. 
He was the youngest 
minister to attend any of 
the conferences at the age 
of 29 years and the last 
surviving minister of the 
attenders. Pictured stand- 
ing by his lemon tree in 


California. Source: Eyvonne 
Stroh, Anchor, IL. 
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Barn on the farm of Christian B. and Rebecca (Zook) Peachey 
on Union Township, Mifflin County, Pennsylvania where the 


conferences of 1863 and 1868 were held. Source: John E. Sharp, 
Goshen, IN. 


Jacob Rediger (1807-1889), 
Woodford County, Illinois, 
ordained as a minister in Baden in 
1836, immigrated to Illinois in 
1868 attended the conferences of 
1871, 1875 and 1878, and moved 


to Nebraska in 1881. Source: L. E. Hulen, 
comp., Family of Christian Rediger and Elizabeth 
Eigsti (1871), iv. 





Christian Reeser (1819-— 
1923), Mackinaw Meeting 
preacher in Woodford 
County, Illinois who attended 
the conferences of 1866, 
1871, 1875 and 1878 and 
who lived to be 103 years 
old. Pictured here at the age 


of 100. Source: Ethel Reeser Cosco, 


Christian Reeser: The Story of a 
Cenenarian (1953), frontispiece. 








Roanoke meetinghouse built in 1875 in Roanoke 
Township, Woodford County, Illinois where the last 


conference in 1878 was held. Source: Roanoke Mennonite Church 
Centennial Year, 1878-1975 (1975). 
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Question 5: Gospel-oriented counsel is desired as to whether a person is 
worthy of receiving baptism without knowing by feeling and sensing that he is 
reconciled to God through Jesus Christ. 


Answer: The report of the council on the fifth question runs as follows: We 
believe that a baptismal candidate must have faith, must express true repentance, 
and have a living hope that he has received grace from God through Jesus 
Christ. 


Question 6: What is to be done with a man who is in the ban and, while in 
the ban, marries a divorced woman whose first husband—as he knew at the time 
of the marriage—is still living? And if the woman’s first husband dies, may 
such person be taken into the congregation again? 


Answer: We believe, according to the Gospel, that the person referred to is 
an adulterer, and remains so until the first husband has died. We cannot give 
our counsel that such person be [re-]admitted as long as he remains in this 
circumstance. But if it can be attested to by an [p. 32) evangelical witness that the 
first husband of the indicated woman has died, then, if he shows true repentance 
and reform, he may be taken back into the church. 


Further see also the report of the conference, page 7, held in Logan County, 
Ohio, in the year 1867. 


Question 7: May a member of the church who has committed murder and 
has been punished by the government and has manifested repentance, be again 
admitted into the congregation? 


Answer: According to our opinion, this person may be re-admitted into the 
congregation, according to God’s Word, if he shows true repentance; for Godly 
remorse creates a healing sorrow, and every sin, except the sin against the Holy 
Spirit, shall be forgiven man. 

Question 8: According to God’s Word, how should one consider those who 
say their entry into the church is not right, and are baptized again and have 
much to say against the [Amish] church? 


Answer: We are not ready to say much about this question, since the 
circumstances are reported only from one [p. 33) side. Still we counsel those who 
have gone out of the church and have had themselves re-baptized, that they do 
not revile or scold in return, for such is not pleasing to the Lord. We also 
counsel the other side to take care that they do not judge too severely those who 
have left the [Amish] church. 

Question 9: May a person who has given his sister’s daughter in marriage 
against the will of her parents be taken back into the church? 

Answer: We believe that such person may be re-admitted, if he shows true 
scriptural repentance. 

Question 10: According to Holy Writ, does a person who at one time has 
renounced the world, have the right to frequent “shows” and “fairs?” 


Answer: It was powerfully and clearly shown, according to God’s Word that 
to make a practice of attending such places would give a bad appearance for a 
person, and that, according to the words of Jesus, one cannot let his light shine 
to good works if he takes part in, and supports them. 
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See further on pages 15, 16, and 17 in this booklet. Ip. 34) 

Question 11: How should one behave toward ministers who have helped to 
make rulings at the [ministers’] meeting, but are not willing to enforce them, 
and declare them to be contrary to the Gospel, but refuse to come to the meeting 
to explain themselves? 

Answer: As to this question it is our opinion that the congregations should 
be visited diligently, and the ministers interviewed with love, and if they do not 
want to enforce such rulings according to the Word of God, then one must 
withdraw [withhold fellowship] from them. pp. 35] 

Names and Places of Residence of the Ministers 


OHIO 

Name Post Office County 
Johannes P. Kinig West Liberty Logan 
Johannes K. Yoder Orrville Wayne 
Jakob Kinig Orrville Wayne 
Peter Blauch Smithville Wayne 
Johannes Smiley Wooster Summit Wayne 
Abraham Mast Walnut Creek Holmes 
Eli S. Miller Walnut Creek Holmes 
Peter Naffziger Archbold Fulton 
Jakob F. Naffziger Archbold Fulton 
Jephtha Wise Pettisville Fulton 
Nicolaus König Pettisville Fulton 
Johannes Wise Elmira Fulton 
Moses Stutzman Kennard Champaign 
Jonathan Zook Colfax Fairfield 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Elias Riehl Lewisburg Union 
Johannes Esch Spruce Hill Juniata 
Samuel Yoder Belleville Mifflin 
David Naffziger McVeytown Mifflin 
Michael Yoder McVeytown Mifflin 
INDIANA 

Christian Miller Middlebury Lagrange 
Christian Plank Middlebury Lagrange [p. 36] 
Joseph J. Borntrager Middlebury Lagrange 
Christian Naffziger Lima Lagrange 
Emanuel Hochstettler Goshen Elkhart 
David Herzler Ligonier Noble 
G. Z. Boller Ligonier Noble 


Isaac Schmucker Ligonier Noble 


Benjamin Schrock 
Johannes Graber 


Joseph Biirky 
Johannes P. Schmitt 
Christian Naffziger 
Valentin Augstein 
Christian Schlegel 
Peter Gingerich 
Johannes Biirky 
Andreas Ropp 
Jakob Hochstetler 
C. Rupp 


Paul Herschberger 
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Wapecong 
Chamberlain 


ILLINOIS 


Providence 
Gridley 
Hopedale 
Gridley 
Chenoa 
Washington 
Tremont 
Pekin 

Pekin 
Hudson 


IOWA 
Iowa City Box 442 
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Liberty[sic] 
Allen 


Bureau 
McLean 
Tazewell 
McLean 
McLean 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
McLean 


Johnson 
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Bericht der Verhandlungen 


ber zehnten jährlichen 


Diener : Berfammlung 


Amifden Mennoniten-Brüderfchaft, 
gehalten am 28., 29., 30. und 31. Mai 1871, 


in Libingfton County, im Stante Yllinois. 


Glthart, Indiana. 
Gedrudt von John F Fun! & Bruder 
1871. 
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THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1871 


Report of the Proceedings of the Tenth Annual Ministers’ Meeting of the 
Amish Mennonite Brotherhood, Held on the 2gth, 29th, 30th, and 31St of May, 
1871,' in Livingston County, in the State of Illinois.’ ip. 3] 


Report of the Proceedings of the Tenth Annual Gathering of the Amish 
Mennonite Ministry and Brotherhood 


Sunday, the 2gth of May 


In accordance with the decision of last year’s ministers’ meeting to hold the 
annual ministers’ meeting of the Amish Mennonite Brotherhood on Pentecost of 
the year 1871, in Livingston County, Illinois, a very large number’ of ministers 


1. In contrast to the conference of 1870, the 1871 meeting was quite unstructured. No attention 
was given to renewing the rules of procedure of previous years. Twice the secretaries noted that no 
questions had been handed and hence there was no business to be taken care of. Of the kinds of 
concerns usually preoccupying the attention of the ministers, only two were given any consideration. 
These two items (concerning trouble in the Bureau County, Illinois, congregation [pp. 7-8] and 
concerning Joseph Stuckey’s lax discipline [pp. 12-13]) took perhaps two hours of time. The 
remaining hours of the three-day conference were largely taken up with impromptu exhortations by 
the participating ministers in the traditional Amish manner. To the twentieth century reader the ennui 
is almost suffocating! The absence of those aggressive leaders, John P. King and John K. Yoder, 
may explain some of this disarray. 


2. The following invitation to the conference appeared in the HoT (May 1871), 53, under the 
heading, “Omish Mennonite Conference”: 


We hereby inform all those who desire to attend the Omish Mennonite Conference, 
which is to meet on Whit-Sunday, May the 28", in Livingston County, Illinois, that all 
those coming from the East, will please stop at Chenoa. Those coming from the west will 
stop at Gridley. 

We also desire to extend a cordial invitation to all the beloved brethren, both East and 
West, to visit us at that time and attend the Conference and help to labor for the 
edification and upbuilding of the church, according to the word of the Lord, and for a 
closer union among us all, and that many cold and weary hearts may be warmed and 
encouraged. If but a single soul could be saved thereby, there would be more gained than 
all the world besides. 


Beloved brethren and sisters, let us all seek to do good and not grow weary, and we shall 
reap without ceasing. Let us all seek to do our utmost to promote that peace which is from 
above, for we may here already possess a foretaste of the heavenly peace within our 
souls, but how much more will our hearts rejoice when we shall see him as he is. And if 
we possess peace among ourselves, we have the promise of being called the children of 
God, and if we are merciful to our fellows, we shall also obtain the mercy of God; but if 
we are unmerciful we must also expect a God of justice to deal with us, for mercy 
rejoiceth against judgment. 
McLean Co. Ill. J. P. Schmitt 


3. On May 30, 1871, a correspondent with the initials A. A. G. wrote from Gridley, Illinois to the 
newspaper in Pontiac, Illinois, about the crops, the chinch bugs, and potato bugs. The correspondent 
then added: 

Gridley has been having a lively time for the ten days last passed, having on an average 
taken in about four thousand bushels of corn per day, for that length of time. The supply 
seems to be falling off at present. This, with the German Ormish Conference, north of the 
village, has revived us wonderfully. The Conference is still in session. There were 
supposed to be 1,600 people present on Sunday, mostly Germans, who were from all 
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and brethren and sisters and others assembled on the 28th of May in the Amish 
Mennonite meetinghouse,* where services were held two times. 


The morning meeting was opened with an admonition and prayer by Peter 
Zehr from Canada. Next a powerful sermon [Predigt] was delivered about the 
solemn observance of holy Pentecost by Samuel Yoder from Pennsylvania, 
[and] strongly witnessed to by several ministers, by which, through the blessing 
and help of God, many a God-loving soul was jp. 4 nourished and encouraged, 
and the weary and indifferent ones very impressively reminded of their duties. 


In the afternoon the doctrine of salvation alone through our Lord Jesus Christ 
[die alleinseligmachende Heilslehre unseres Herrn Jesu Christi] was presented 
under God’s rich blessing by the brethren Daniel Schrack from Canada, and 
Johannes Yoder’ from Pennsylvania, which was also strongly witnessed to by 


parts of the Eastern and Northwestern States, and all, seemingly, filled with brotherly 
love. —”From Gridley,” Pontiac Sentinel (June 15, 1871), 3, col. 3. 


4. For the first time the ministers met in a meetinghouse. Perhaps this was a mute recognition 
that the conservative ministers would not be back. This meetinghouse was erected in 1867 for the 
Gridley Prairie congregation (organized in 1860, now the Waldo Mennonite church). The 
dimensions were 32 x 48 feet., with a small addition to the rear for a council room. There were 
permanent wooden seats and stoves for heating. Christian Ropp, the non-resident bishop, held the 
first service in the meetinghouse on Jan. 12, 1868.—Centennial History, 246-47; Christian 
Erismann, “Kurtze Lebenbeschreibung und Tagebuch von Christian Erismann,” 580, ms. in AMC. 


5. Christian Erismann (1835-1905), the one-armed German private schoolteacher, was present at 
this Pentecost service and commented extensively in his journal about John Yoder’s sermon. He 
wrote: 


May 28, 1871. On Pentecost I went to the Amish Mennonite conference in Livingston 
County, not far from Chenoa. Many people were assembled there and also friends and 
preachers from near and far. The address which I heard this morning, given by friend 
John Yoder (from Ohio, I believe [actually from Pa.]) was good and edifying. He 
preached on the Acts of the Apostles, the first chapter. Only once could I not agree with 
him, for he said in the course of his sermon that he believed that it was not necessary to 
attend higher school, that common school would be enough. To be sure, if we would have 
good elementary schools here in this country as in Germany, where the children would 
also be taught something about religion (not to be understood that I think district schools 
would not be good) No, only that nothing about religion is taught there; yes that most of 
them are never opened with prayer or a chapter from the Testament or several verses from 
the Testament. 


Therefore I believe that it would be better if our preachers had first attended such a 
[school]. To be sure we have many good and gifted preachers, but this is exceptional, 
because such [preachers] with such meager school learning must have a very special 
talent. To be sure, I agree with them completely that an empty and higher school learning 
without the heart knowing anything of it and without one calling on God for 
enlightenment, avails nothing to this end. 


Someone may well say: The first disciples of our Savior attended no higher school. 
Then I would answer: The three years in which they walked with our Savior and 
Redeemer were truly a school higher than one can attend today. 


Was not the apostle [Paul] who strove so zealously for Christ, was he not educated in 
the Jewish law at the feet of the magistrates. But then, after he received grace and 
enlightenment from God through Jesus Christ, he became a well-equipped witness for the 
Lord. 


Many may well believe, when they read this, that I doubt that God can do now, at this 
time, what he could do then. Surely I believe this! For, if I believe that he is an Almighty 
God, I cannot doubt it. Our God is unchanging. 
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several brethren. After a prayer and song the meeting was concluded for the 
day. 


Monday, the 29th of May® 
Forenoon Session 


The meeting was opened with an admonition and prayer by Joseph Yoder 
from Michigan, in which he explained the purpose of the meeting. Then at the 
suggestion of Christian Rupp from Illinois, Samuel Yoder from Mifflin County, 
Pa., was nominated and then elected unanimously by the ministers as chairman. 
And Paul Herschberger from Johnson County, Iowa was added as assistant. 
Then Joseph Stauffer from Bureau County, Illinois, and Johannes P. Schmitt 
from pp. 5] Livingston County, Illinois, were elected as secretaries. After this a 
strong admonition was given by Joseph Schlegel from Henry County, Iowa, and 
also one by Joseph Stucky’ from McLean County, Illinois, which contained a 
touching admonition to lead a godly life and walk in these times. After these 
admonitions the forenoon meeting was closed. 


Afternoon Session 


The meeting was opened with song and a loving admonition by David 
Hertzler from Indiana to lead a godly life, to serve and follow after our God and 
Creator faithfully, to obey His commandments, and to remain firm and 
immovable until the end of our lives. 


After this came an admonition by Robert [Nobertus] Sprohl from Indiana 
how we should love one another and have patience with each other, and how 
each one should help the other to carry his burden and help him onward during 
this lifetime. 


Since no question had been handed in, a lovely admonition was given by 
Nicolas König from Fulton County, ip. 6} Ohio, how we should bring up our 
children in the fear of God and lead them to Jesus, and how they should be 
obedient to their parents in all matters, within reason and at all times be lowly 
and humble before the almighty God. 


But back to the conference. The purpose, as I understand it, is to restore unity to the 
different parties of Mennonites and Amish again. May the dear God add his blessing 
thereto through Jesus Christ—“Kurtze Lebensbeschreibung und Tagebuch von Christian 
Erismann,” 134-36, AMC. 


6. In her diary entry for May 29, 1871, Mahala Yoder (1850-1879) wrote of the trip which her 
father Elias Yoder (1821-1875), a member of Joseph Stuckey’s congregation who lived in McLean 
County, Illinois, made to the conference. She wrote: “Father got up at four, so as to get an early start 
to the Conference (I suppose it will not be quite so large, or so peaceful or so joyous as the one 
‘Ingham’ tells about in ‘Ten Times One is Ten’).”—Mahala Yoder’s Diary 1871 to 1876, McLean 
Co. Ill.,” typescript, p.3, in Illinois State Historical Library, Springfield, Illinois. 

7. In 1905 Christian Reeser (1819-1923) remembered that “Stuckey did not attend the Livingston 
Conference until late in the sessions.”—C. Henry Smith Papers’ This minute proves Stuckey was in 
attendance already Monday morning Perhaps Christian Reeser was thinking of the 1872 
Conference.—See Proceedings, 1872, 14. 
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Since no questions were presented, the time was spent in this way, that is, in 
feeding and giving drink with the living Word of God, to the hungry and thirsty 
souls, by His ministers and messengers. 


A rich and earnest admonition by Jakob Zehr from Woodford County, 
Illinois, was also given on how a person must do righteous fruits of repentance, 
mourning for his sins; and also how we should lead a lowly and godly life in 
this world, especially while we are still vigorous and healthy, and that we 
should not put off repentance until it is too late, etc. Since there was still no 
question handed in, another admonition was given by Christian Risser from 
Woodford County, Illinois, how we should praise our God and Creator and 
thank Him for His goodness and faithfulness, about which He tells us through 
His ministers and messengers. 


Then the afternoon session was closed with an earnest mp. 7) and very 
impressive talk and admonition by Paul Herschberger from Iowa. He especially 
admonished the dear youth how they should be obedient to their parents. The 
parents also were forcefully reminded of their duties. [The session was] 
concluded with prayer and song by Samuel Yoder. 


Tuesday, the 30th of May 


The meeting was opened with song and prayer and admonishment by 
Johannes Yoder from Pa., also by Joseph Bürky from Bureau County, Ill., in 
which it was earnestly admonished to be attentive to God’s Word. Then a letter 
was handed in from Bureau County, Ill., and read by Paul Herschberger which 
ran as follows: 


“To God alone be the honor! The congregation in Bureau County, IIl., 
wishes the peace of God, which is greater than all comprehension, to all 
brethren and sisters. The same preserve your and our hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. 


Since dissent and strife are among us, and mostly among the ministers, we 
think that, in accordance with God’s Word, an investigation is needed. But 
since we that we are too [p. 8) weak to undertake the matter alone, therefore our 
prayer to God is that He might so lead that the ministers’ meeting might send 
three ministers to help us in this important matter, so that it can be resolved in 
accordance with God’s will. We pray to God through Jesus Christ that he 
might send us such men as demonstrate with deeds and messages that they do 
not live to themselves, but that Christ lives in them, and know no one according 
to the flesh. May God give His blessing thereto through Jesus Christ. Amen!’”® 


8. The history of the congregation in Bureau County had been one of dissension for many years 
because of the variety of opinions among the members of the congregation and their ministers, 
particularly since there was no resident bishop until 1878 when Joseph Burkey (1836-1920) was 
ordained to that ministry. Even then there were those who favored the church practices of Joseph 
Stuckey and those who were attached to Andrew Ropp, each of whom had been coming to Bureau 
County to conduct communion and baptismal services, and perform marriages. From 1869 to 1873 
the 60 or 70 members of the congregation had services in their homes every two weeks, but as 
Joseph Burkey later wrote, “The feelings between the Ropps and Stuckey was getting pretty bad.... 
So it was a hard matter to get along [when] one wouldn’t administer [communion] for us and the 
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So a “Committee” of three ministers was selected to help the above named 
congregation, which duties were placed on Samuel Yoder of Mifflin County, 
Pa., Joseph Schlegel of Henry County, Iowa, and Daniel Schrack from Canada. 


After that, Jakob Unzicker from Tazewell County, Illinois, with the help and 
support of God, gave an earnest and touching admonition to the meeting, as to 
how a person must be conditioned in order to stand before his God and Creator 
on that great Day of Revelation of the Lord. Then Christian Imhoff was called 
upon, who likewise through the [p. 9] help of God, directed a short admonition to 
the listeners how we should follow and live out the counsel of God, while the 
time of grace yet stands open. Then Daniel Miller from Indiana was called 
upon by the chairman to admonish and edify the attentive listeners further, by 
the grace and help of God on the basis of God’s Word, to look up to him who is 
the author and finisher of our faith. 


Then the forenoon session [Sitzung] was closed with song. 


Afternoon Session 


The afternoon session was opened with song and an admonition by Johannes 
Staly, from McLean County, Ill. An earnest and faithful admonition was given 
how we human beings should conduct ourselves one toward the other. And all 
ministers especially were reminded of their duties, to blow the trumpet and to be 
on guard and on the lookout, and how we should all love one another. Also we 
were faithfully admonished that the Savior loved us first, and reminded us 
through the help of the Lord, of how we should use our temporal possessions 
which the dear Lord has bestowed upon jp. 10) us, that we not hang our hearts on 
them, that we might not take the time of grace lightly, and that we not tire of 
well-doing. But rather, all listeners were reminded earnestly and faithfully, by 
the grace of God, of their duties to work out their salvation during this 
wonderful and glorious time of grace. 


An earnest admonition was addressed to the attentive hearers by Johannes 
Egly of McLean County, Ill., about how the great Shepherd of the sheep, Jesus 
Christ, on that great day of revelation, will separate the people, one from the 
other, and give each one his reward in accordance with the way he conducted 
himself and acted while living, be it good or bad. All the listeners were 
seriously reminded how we should behave and prepare ourselves if, on that day, 
we want finally to hear the joyous voice of God: “Come to me you blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom which has been prepared for you from the 
beginning of the world.” At the same time all hearers were faithfully warned of 
the pronouncement which the Judge would say to them on the left side: “Go 
away” etc. 


other darsent”—[Joseph Burkey], “History of the So-Cold [sic] Mennonite Amish Church of Putnam 
and Bureau Cos,. Illinois,” ca. 1905, in the C. Henry Smith Papers. 

9. Although the minutes and the attendance roster both list Johannes Egly as from McLean Co., 
Ill., he was a minister in the Delavan Prairie congregation in Tazewell County, Ill., from 1867 to 
1886 and from 1888 to 1907. 
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After this there was a talk by Peter Gingerich of Tazewell County, Ill., 
concerning how we mortal human beings should love one another and have 
forgiving hearts toward one jp. 11) another if we want to receive forgiveness from 
God; and also that if we are compassionate toward our fellowmen, we will 
receive mercy from God, etc. 


After this there was some random talk about various matters. 


Then the chairman called upon Johannes Struphar to talk. So the listeners 
were earnestly admonished how they should serve their God and Creator and be 
obedient, especially the listeners to their preachers [Lehrer], because they watch 
over their souls; also how we should demonstrate a repentant life, and how 
grateful we should be that the good Lord still sends us ministers and messengers 
who proclaim and expound to us the Word of life and explain how a person 
should be constituted so that the seed which has been sown over him [i.e., on 
the good soil] will bear fruit. It was strongly affirmed that all that we have 
heard in these days through His ministers and messengers is the fundamental 
Word of God, which will hold good and stand unto all eternity. 


After this Joseph Stucky was asked to speak, who then unfolded the story of 
the great Shepherd of the sheep, and [p. 12) the door of the sheepfold, Jesus Christ 
(John 10); that is, how a person may enter this door. And the ministers and 
shepherds were especially reminded how they should lead the sheep through 
this door. The new re-birth [sic] was also carefully described, how a person 
must be formed in order to be a follower of Jesus Christ and to call himself a 
new and born-again person, and also how we should love one another and be 
faithful shepherds and sheep, etc.. 


With this the meeting was closed with prayer and singing. 


Wednesday, the 31St of May 
Forenoon Session 


First the ministers gathered [privately] in the council room [Rathskammer] to 
hold a council concerning the circumstances in Joseph Stucky’s church and the 
other congregations.'? And they came to the conclusion to select seven 


10. This emphasis on the new birth is reminiscent of the Egly Amish and may support the 
assertion of Christian R. Engle (1858-1926) in 1905 that “Stuckey first came with [Henry] Egli here 
[Livingston County].”—C. Henry Smith Papers. Stuckey and Egly had been part of the same 
Augspurger congregation in Butler County, Ohio, Stuckey had come to Livingston County in May 
1866 to help settle the difficulty there, and on December 15, 1867 he preached for the Egly Amish in 
the home of Christian Ehresman (1832-1893).—Tagebuch, 53-54. By this time Joseph Stuckey had 
organized several congregations made up of dissatisfied members of other Amish Mennonite 
congregations. In May, 1866, he organized the Washington Prairie congregation from some 
members of the Partridge Creek church who were unhappy with the regulations of the home church. 
In 1867 he had organized the Weston church which attracted members from the Gridley Prairie 
congregation (the latter being the host church for the conference). He was involved in the on-going 
difficulties in the Bureau Creek congregation which had already been brought before the conference. 
And his own Rock Creek church attracted members from the neighboring Mackinaw Meeting, which 
had a stricter church discipline than Rock Creek.—Goodly Heritage, 70-74, 76-77. 


The condition in the local Gridley Prairie congregation which was hosting the meeting is 
indicated in the obituary of one of its members, John Gascho (1808-1870) who had died only the 
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ministers to investigate and look carefully at the circumstances among the 
ministers and the congregations, namely: Joseph Schlegel from Iowa, Moses 
Stutzman from Ohio, Peter Zehr from Canada, Johannes Yoder from Pa., Daniel 
Miller from Ind., David Hertzler from Ind., and Joseph Yoder jp. ı3) from 
Michigan. And it was decided by this council as follows: 


Agreed by a unanimous council that, according to the decision of last year’s 
minister’s meeting, the conference shall select ministers who shall visit and 
examine the congregations in order to give a report at next year’s annual 
meeting, which duties were put upon Abner Yoder from Johnson County, Iowa, 
and Samuel Yoder from Mifflin County, Pa. These two ministers will 
themselves then select a third minister to help them in the matter. 


[The ministers’ council meeting then evidently returned to the public 
assembly. ] 


The session was opened with song and prayer by Daniel Schrack from 
Canada. With the help of the Lord the audience was richly admonished to stand 
firm in this life and to wait patiently until the end, and that we should be firm 
and immovable and grow in the work of the Lord. The parable of the sower and 
the good seed and soil (Matt. 13:21-30) was richly presented. It was also amply 
set forth how [some of] the seed fell by the wayside where it was trampled 
under foot, and what happened to that which fell on stony soil or ip. 111 among the 
thorns, or on the good soil, from which alone the seed sprang up and produced 
fruit. Also the wide gate was clearly depicted, in which there is room for 
everything: the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, and a proud manner, where 
the godly seed, the Word of God, cannot take root. We were also richly 
admonished, through the help of God, how we should lead a lowly and godly 
life if we wish to stand before our God on that great day of revelation of the 
Lord. All the listeners were earnestly and faithfully admonished to be obedient 
to their preachers [Lehrern], so that they do not need to speak with sighing to a 
disobedient people. Then we were also earnestly reminded how the gracious 
Lord had given people the freedom to stretch out their hands to do what they 
want, etc. 


After this a sincere and lovely admonition was given by Joseph Borntrager 
from Ind., how a person should serve his God and Creator, and trust Him and 
build on Him wholly; also that all we mortals do or undertake, we should do in 
the name of the Lord, and commit our ways to him, etc. [p. 15) 


Herewith the forenoon session was closed with song. 


previous autumn. It reads: “He was a pious man, beloved by all and a light to our church. He 
observed daily prayer with his family, came regular to meeting and appreciated humility. He often 
complained about the pride prevailing among our young people.”—Herald of Truth (Dec. 1870), 
191. 
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Afternoon Session 


The afternoon meeting was opened with singing and a faithful admonition by 
Johannes V. Hunden [Gunden] from Henry County, Iowa. The hungry and 
thirsty souls were again earnestly and faithfully fed and their thirst quenched 
anew with the Word of the Lord, and also earnestly admonished with the words 
which our Savior will say to those on His right side on that great day of 
revelation: “Come to me, you blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom which 
has been prepared for you from the beginning of the world.” At the same time 
we were abundantly reminded that during this time of grace we should not be 
weary of well-doing, etc.. 


After this a loving talk was given by Noah Augspurger from Tazewell 
County, Ill. All listeners, brethren and sisters, were admonished sincerely to 
show their love toward God and mortals, as well as compassion to all people, 
etc.. 


Then an admonition by Peter Stucky from Ill. followed. All listeners were 
earnestly reminded of the words in James [p. 16) 1:22, that we might always be 
found as doers, and also how a person should look at himself in a mirror and 
look into the perfect law of liberty.'' And with God’s help many more such 
suitable words were spoken. 


After this an appropriate admonition from Christian Nafziger from Ill., 
followed, designed to feed the attentive hearers again with the Word of the 
Lord, who reminded us of the judge who will come on that great day and of 
God’s power and creation, and also recalled the times of Noah when the people 
would not allow themselves to be ruled by the Spirit of God any longer. Also 
the eternal joy and blessedness of eternity were set before us; yet we were also 
faithfully warned to be on guard and on the watch, so that we do not neglect or 
lose the glorious kingdom, etc.. 


Then a talk was given by Christian Schlegel from Ill., in order to feed the 
listeners with the Word of God further. He reminded us that we must prove it 
with our walk and with our deeds, if we want to be Christ’s disciples. Also the 
difference between the departure of the God-fearing and the godless from this 
life to that [eternal life] was set before us. [p.17] 


After that Johannes Yoder from Pa. was asked to talk. With the help of God 
he fed all the hungry amply with the living Word of God, and admonished us 
earnestly that we should not walk in the counsel of the wicked, as David teaches 
in Psalm 1, and warned earnestly to be on guard and on the watch for the 
enemy. The example of the rich man and the consequences thereof were amply 
presented. We were also reminded earnestly that separation in this life is a 
minor matter in comparison with the separation on the great day of the 
revelation of the Lord. And the attentive listeners were tenderly admonished 
with many other suitable and wholesome teachings out of God’s Word. 


Since the session was about to close, a very impressive talk was given by 
Samuel Yoder from Pa., in which all ministers and leaders were faithfully 


11. Peter Stuckey was the younger brother of Joseph Stuckey and one of his supporters. His 
emphasis on liberty suggests the reason for his support of his brother. 
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reminded of their duties, how they should warn the people of eternal loss, and 
how they should pasture and lead their entrusted flocks to green pastures, as 
David teaches, and lead them to fresh water and suitable pasture, and through 
the right door where jp. 1s) Jesus has prepared a beautiful and glorious mansion 
for all faithful and obedient shepherds and sheep. The meaning of lowliness 
was explained very clearly with the parable of a child, as shown in Matt. 18:2. 
The dear youth were also admonished very earnestly and kindly to shun all the 
pride and glitter of the world, which the Lord abhors, but, on the contrary, how 
one should decorate and adorn his soul. The parents too were reminded 
faithfully of their duties, how they should bring up their children in the fear of 
God and bring them to Jesus, so that the seed of Abraham might be multiplied 
through us and our children, and that we might obtain the blessing which the 
Lord has promised to His people. 

After this there followed a very faithful and touching admonition by Paul 
Herschberger from Iowa to strengthen and comfort the attentive hearers, 
through the grace and help of God, with the Word of the Lord. The listeners 
were also reminded of humankind’s peril of body and soul and the frailty of 
humankind, and that we should not take the time of grace lightly, nor postpone 
repentance and reform until {p. 19) it is too late, and not wait until the end to make 
the covenant with God and our Creator. These words were directed particularly 
to the youth, since we are all such vulnerable people, so that often the young 
person, as well as the older one, is taken so quickly and so suddenly out of our 
midst, that he is no longer in condition to say the words: “God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner.” So we were earnestly admonished that we should lower and 
humble ourselves before our God and Creator, because He resists those who are 
haughty and proud, but gives grace to the humble. 

Then Joseph Bürky from Bureau County, Ill., was called upon to give an 
admonition to the hearers to remind them, before they separate, of the grace and 
compassion of God. And so we were richly reminded that the dear Lord with 
His help and support has presented and made known to us His counsel and will 
in these days, through His faithful ministers and messengers. 

Then followed an invitation from Joseph J. Borntrager from Indiana and 
Joseph Yoder from Michigan to hold the next annual ministers’ meeting in 
Lagrange County, Indiana. Ip. 20] 

Whereupon it was voted and decided by the majority to hold the next annual 
ministers’ meeting (if the Lord wills and we live) in Lagrange County, Indiana. 
All ministers, brethren and sisters, in the United States and Canada, who have a 
desire and will for it are invited to attend. 

The meeting was closed with prayer and song. May the God of all grace 
bless and promote His work, so that it may serve to the upbuilding and welfare 
of the church and to our souls’ welfare. Amen. 


Addendum and Encouragement 
to all bishops [Aeltesten], ministers, brethren and sisters in the Lord, who see 
and read this. 
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Now you brethren, ministers, and bishops, let us look back at the ten 
ministers’ meetings held so far, whether they have not often produced a 
refreshing and an inducement to love and to peace in your hearts, as we often 
met old acquaintances, ministers and brethren, with whom we worked together 
as laborers in the vineyard of the Lord. And if we remain faithful we will 
together [again] receive a wonderful p. 21) reward in the happy, long and 
unending eternity. But oh, how often one hears people complain, “This or that I 
did not like.” But oh, dear co-workers, let us not become weak, but work the 
more diligently. And if there is something that is not grounded on the true 
foundation and cornerstone, Jesus Christ, then try to straighten it out and not act 
like the servant who hid his pound in a napkin. Therefore dear brethren and co- 
workers in the house of the Lord, it is clear enough that, according to the Word 
of the Lord, peace and holiness can never be obtained without a will and desire, 
and an earnest striving; yes, without a genuine pursuit of true brotherly peace, 
Christian love, and unity. To the peacemakers, that is, those who at all times are 
ready and willing to seek peace with a whole heart, blessedness is promised. 
But where in Holy Writ is there comfort or a promise given to those who neither 
seek nor desire peace? How dare anyone insist that it is God’s will that such 
divisions should spring up among us, when Paul says: “Let there be no divisions 
among you, but hold on to each other in one mind and in one thought.” [p. 22] 


Well, dear brethren and co-workers, the intention is not to blame anyone, or 
to make an accusation, but only to defend the truth. Therefore, dear brethren 
and sisters in Christ Jesus, let us all live and conduct ourselves with real 
earnestness and diligence, in accordance with the Gospel, which requires that 
we seek after peace, that is, to struggle for it with our whole heart to bring about 
peace and unity, and to prosper the well-being of the church. And let us use all 
our energy and strength to meet again in the name of the Lord (if the Lord so 
wills and we live) next Pentecost, to converse with one another face to face 
[mündlich], and report in love and with a gentle spirit and take the Word of God 
as our plumb line in all things and, as the apostle says: Be altogether subject one 
to another, and hold fast to humility. 


Further, may all of you who see and read this, be entrusted to God and the 
Lamb. May the almighty God help, strengthen and establish us for that purpose 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Addendum 


Here follows a small part of a tract published by the [p. 233 American Tract 
Society which can be useful and upbuilding to every reader, man and woman, 
especially to the beloved house-mothers. 


“Once upon a time a preacher who was on a journey heard of a devout 
mother whose children had already come to the knowledge of the truth, walking 
in the fear of the Lord, and were a credit to the church. People talked with such 
admirable respect about the diligence and the faithfulness which she showed in 
the nurturing of her children, so that the desire sprang up in him to learn to 
know her personally. He thought that she truly must have found a special 
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technique by which her Christian instruction was so insightful and effective. So 
he paid her a visit and asked her the way in which she fulfills her duty as a 
mother and carries out the upbringing of her children so productive of such 
blessing. She answered that she is not aware of having shown more real 
wisdom in the guidance of her children in the fear of the Lord than any other 
Christian mother. But in further conversation the following remarks from her 
were weighty and significant to the preacher. 


“When my children,” she said, “lay yet helpless on my lap, I lifted up my 
heart to God when I washed them that he [p. 24) might wash them in the blood of 
his Son, which cleanses from all sin. When I dressed them in the morning, I 
entreated my heavenly Father that he might clothe them with the cloak of the 
righteousness of Christ. When I gave them nourishment it was my prayer that 
God would feed their souls with the bread of heaven and provide drink with the 
water of life. When I took them with me to the house of God, I entreated that 
the Lord himself might prepare them to be the temple and dwelling place of his 
Holy Spirit. When they went away to day school, I accompanied them in spirit 
on the way with the prayer that their path through this life might be that which 
shines as a light, which shines and lightens until the perfect day. And when I 
laid them down to rest at night, then the still sigh of my heart was that their 
heavenly Father would take them into his care and enclose them in his fatherly 


3° 


arms. 


Dear reader, man or woman, here one sees the beneficial results of the quiet 
doings of a mother. Two points in the account of this mother are especially 
noteworthy, namely, that her efforts began already early [in life], and that they 
occurred with trust in the grace of God. She felt [p. 25} that she received her 
children from God and therefore must give an account for the way she brought 
them up. That mother also knew that her effort would be in vain if God did not 
in grace lend the support of his Spirit. So she depended on him who has the 
hearts of people in his hand, and can guide them as he wills. 


Yes, dear reader, that mother knew well that the Lord is near to them who 
call on him, and hears their cry. Oh how fortunate will a house and such a 
family be, where the passages just described are realized, when the parents bring 
up their children in that way—in the fear of the Lord—and early on lead them to 
the dear Jesus, and not let them go out into the vanities and amusements of the 
world as if there were no danger. Oh how much better it would then be with 
most of the people of today, than is now the case. Oh do not delay, for we are 
called today, and tomorrow it may be too late. Oh dear brethren and sisters in 
Christ, while through the neglect of this beautiful and holy duty, the most 
wicked consequences originate in families and even in the church, how much 
greater a force for good could be accomplished in the congregation as well as in 
the family, ip. 20) if the above-described holy duties were carried out. But oh, 
dear fellow souls traveling toward the long and unending eternity! One must 
often look with pity on the tender young souls, lying in the cradle or sitting on 
their mother’s lap, dressed and adorned in pomp and rich array, which cannot 
possibly please God, but is much more an abomination in his eyes. 
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Oh you dear house-fathers and house-mothers, what a responsibility rests on 
you! Therefore let us observe the call of the faithful man Moses, where he says: 
“So now take these words into the hearts and into your souls, and bind them for 
a sign on your hands, so that they are a sign before your eyes. And teach them 
to your children; that you speak of them when you sit in your house, or go by 
the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. And write them upon the 
posts of your house and on your gateposts” (Deut. 11:18-21). Oh how fortunate 
will those be, you precious house-fathers and house-mothers, who have brought 
up their children in the fear of the Lord and in the light of eternity and in this 
way have fulfilled their duty. Our time which we have here as pilgrims is short, 
for in the [p. 27) midst of life we are in the midst of death, and what we here have 
fashioned in our children and have secured for the welfare of their souls, they 
and we will never regret and will be secured for eternity. 


Oh dear parents, soon your children will have arrived at an age where the 
influence of mother, only very weak, deteriorates, if it was not implanted early. 
Do you also wish also to find a support and comfort in them when your heads 
are white with age and your bodies lean toward the grave? Then surrender them 
to him who can sanctify and save their souls. 

You are all commended to God and the Word and his grace. May he 
strengthen, comfort, and keep us all in our adopted faith until the end of our 
lives, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

From your very insignificant and weak co-worker and well-wisher, 

Johannes P. Schmitt!” 


[p. 28] 

Names and Places of Residence of the Ministers 

Name Post Office County 
OHIO 
Moses Stutzman Kennard Champaign 
Nicolas Konig Pettisville Fulton 
Jakob Nafziger Archbold Fulton 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Samuel Yoder Belleville Mifflin 
Johannes Yoder Belleville Mifflin 
INDIANA 

Joseph Yoder Bristol Elkhart 
Joseph J. Borntrager Eden Mills Lagrange 


12. John F. Funk used the publication of these 1871 Proceedings to make an appeal in the HoT 
(Aug. 1871), 122, for a “general conference of the ministers and brethren, of the churches throughout 
the United States and Canada.” See the full text in Part II, Doc. 16. 


David Hertzler 


Robert [Nobertus] Sproll 


Daniel C. Miller 


Joseph Bürky 
Andreas Zimmerman 
Joseph Albrecht 
Joseph Stauffer 
Simon Bächler 
Johannes Stahly 
Joseph Stuckey 
Christian Risser 
Christian Imhoff 
Johannes Struphar 
Vallentin Augstein 
Johannes Albrecht 
Jakob Wagler 
Johannes Engel 
Johannes P. Schmitt 
Vallentin Neuhauser 
Johannes Rupp 
Christian Schlegel 
Johannes Egly 
Christian Rupp 
Andreas Rupp 
Jakob Unsicker 
Peter Rupp 
Johannes Biirky 
Daniel Roth 
Johannes Sutter 
Johannes Bachman 
Andreas Biirky 
Peter Guth 
Christian Schertz 
Christian Gerber 
Peter Stucky 

Peter Gingerich 
Noah Augspurger 
Christian Nafziger 
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Ligonier 
North Grove 
Wapeco[n] 


ILLINOIS 
Providence 
Princeton 
Tiskilwa 
Tiskilwa 
Fairbury 
Danvers 
Danvers 
Danvers 
Danvers 
Danvers 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Weston 
Chenoa 
Hudson 
Hudson 
Pekin 
Pekin 
Pekin 
Tremont 
Morton 
Morton 
Morton 
Morton 
Washington 
Washington 
Washington 
Washington 
Washington 
Hopedale 
Hopedale 


Noble 
Miami 
Miami 


Bureau 
Bureau 
Bureau 
Bureau 


Livingston 


McLean 
McLean 


McLean pp. 29] 


McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 


Tazewell fp. 30] 
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Johannes Nafziger 
Jakob Zehr 

Jakob Rediger 

J. Wagler 

Georg Sommer 
Jakob Nafziger 


Paul Herschberger 
Joseph Schlegel 
Johannes B. Gunden 


Daniel Schrack 
Peter Zehr 


Hopedale 
Farnisville 
Eureka 
Eureka 
Spring Bay 
Panola 


IOWA 


Tazewell 

Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 


Iowa City Box 442 Johnson 


Marshall 
Trenton 


CANADA 


Henry 
Henry 


New Hamburg Waterloo 
New Hamburg Waterloo 
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Bericht der Verhandlungen 


ber elften jährlichen 


Diener - Berfammlung 


ae a 
Amifden Mennoniten-Brüderfchaft, 
gehalten am 19., 20., 21. und 22, Mai 1872, 
an bem 
Wohnort bon Samuel D. Miller, 


in Lagrange County, im Staate Indiana. 


Elfhart, Indiana, 
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THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1872 


Report of the Proceedings of the Eleventh Annual Ministers’ Meeting of the 
Amish Mennonite Brotherhood, Held on the 19th, 20th, 21St and 22nd of May, 
1872, at the Home of Samuel D. Miller in Lagrange County, in the state of 
Indiana.' {p.3; Report of the Proceedings of the Eleventh Annual Gathering of the 
Amish Mennonite Ministry and Brotherhood. 


Sunday the 19th of May 


In accordance with the decision of last year’s ministers’ meeting to hold the 
1872 annual ministers’ meeting of the Amish Mennonite brotherhood at 
Pentecost in Lagrange County, Indiana, a very large number of ministers, 
brethren and sisters, and others? assembled on the 19 of May at the home of 
Samuel D. Miller,” in Lagrange County, Indiana, where services were held two 
times. 


The forenoon meeting was opened with an admonition and prayer by David 
[J.] Zug from Pa. Then Abraham Mast from Ohio delivered a powerful sermon 
[Predigt] about the solemn observance of Pentecost, which was strongly 
witnessed to by a number of ministers, by which, through the blessing and the 


1. The following notice under the heading, “Conferences,” appeared in the Herald of Truth (May 
1872), 40: 


The Annual Conference of the Omish Mennonite Church will meet the present year on 
Whit Sunday, in LaGrange County, Indiana. This Conference will continue from day to 
day until the business of the Conference is disposed of. 


2. Among the “others” attending the conference was, apparently, John F. Funk (1835-1930), the 
editor of the Herald of Truth. He wrote of this meeting in J. F. Funk, “The Amish Mennonite 
Conference,” HoT (June 1872), 89: 


According to previous appointment, the brethren of the Amish church met for the 
purpose of holding their annual Conference, in the large barn of Samuel D. Miller, in 
Lagrange County, Indiana, on Sunday, the 19! of May, where there was preaching both 
in the forenoon and in the afternoon, and a large concourse of people were present. 


On Monday the business of Conference was commenced and continued until 
Wednesday afternoon, when the meeting adjourned. 


Some 57 Bishops, ministers and deacons were present, who helped to labor in the 
important duties devolving upon them. Though a large number of people were present 
during the time of the meeting, good order was preserved, and many edifying discourses 
were delivered from various persons present, especially were many solemn and affecting 
warnings and appeals made to all present, but especially to the young. We have reason to 
believe the blessing of God was with the meeting and that that which was done was to the 
honor and glory of his great name and the upbuilding of his church here on earth. 

For additional information on what was said, we refer the reader to the regular 
minutes of the meeting which will be published in a short time, and will be sent to all the 
churches, so that all who wish, may obtain a copy. 

We truly hope this meeting may have been of lasting benefit to all who were present 
upon the important occasion. - J. F. Funk 

3. Samuel D. Miller (1820-1900), and his wife Frany Bomgardner (1813-1886) were the parents 
of eight living children between the ages of seventeen and twenty-nine at the time of the conference. 
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help of the Lord, many God-loving souls were fed and jp. 4) revived and the 
weary and sluggish hearts were reminded very urgently of their duties. 


In the afternoon the doctrine of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ alone 
was presented, under God’s copious blessing, by the brethren Peter Stuckey 
from Tazewell County, Ill., and Joseph Bürky from Bureau County, Ill., which 
was also strongly witnessed to by several brethren. After prayer and singing the 
meeting was closed for the day. 


Monday the 20th of May 
Forenoon Session 


The meeting was opened by admonishing and prayer by Christian K. Yoder 
from Logan County, Ohio, in which he explained the purpose of the meeting 
and directed a very earnest admonition to the assembly how we should be 
grateful to our God and Creator for His blessings which He has shown to us to 
this time and to praise Him for His goodness in that a large number of brethren 
and sisters, by the help and assistance of the Lord, could assemble from near 
and far. ip. ss Then at the suggestion of Emanuel Hochstetler from Lagrange 
County, Indiana, Johannes P. Kinig from Logan County, Ohio, was nominated 
as chairman and elected unanimously by the ministers, and David Zug from Pa. 
was added as assistant. Then Christoph Holly* from Lagrange County, Indiana 
and Johannes P. Schmitt from Livingston County, IIl., were elected as 
secretaries. After this an earnest admonition was delivered by Johannes Yoder 
from Mifflin County, Pa., by which the attentive listeners were very kindly 
reminded, and it was earnestly presented, how man must be constituted if he is 
born of God and a child of God, or claims to be. Several similar presentations 
were also made. With this the forenoon meeting was closed with prayer and 
singing. 


Afternoon Session 


The afternoon session was opened with singing and a very lovely admonition 
by Johannes K. Yoder from Wayne County, Ohio, to the effect that the 
weakness of mortals was very earnestly depicted and the reminder was made of 
what ip. 6) the prophet David says about a mortal being like a flower which 
blooms early and soon wilts and that we all are hurrying toward the long and 
unending eternity with rapid steps and that our presence here is very short and 
that we have no lasting abode here and that we should therefore seek a future 
one. It was also clearly shown how and in what manner we should seek the 
future abode and not waste this time of grace while we live and are well, and 
that the time for repentance is still open, etc. Then a letter was read telling 
about the investigation that was made by the appointed brethren who were sent 


4. Christopher Hooley (1823-1907) was married to Sarah Zook (1829-1886). They had two 
children. 
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by last years’ meeting to examine the Illinois congregations. The letter runs as 
follows: 

“In accordance with a report to the ministers’ meeting held in the year 1871, 
in Livingston County, Ill., it was considered needful to send three men to visit 
the congregations in the state of Illinois and examine their ministers. These 
stated duties or these instructions were given to Abner Yoder from Johnson 
County, Iowa, and Samuel Yoder from Mifflin County, Pa., and these two 
ministers were to choose a third minister as assistant. The two agreed to pp. 7] 
choose Moses B. Miller from Cambria County, Pa., as assistant. These three 
named ministers took these above duties upon themselves in the beginning of 
October of the same year, and visited the said churches and questioned the 
ministers who, with little exception, we deemed to be in agreement with the 
proceedings of the ministers’ meeting. Then the ministers from said 
congregations were called together and presently examined. And both sides 
said that they wanted to lay the matter away without an investigation, and put in 
our hands a statement to restore discipline in the future and to work for better 
progress in building up love. 


So we advise first as follows: If someone wants to leave one congregation 
and join another, or wants to enjoy the privilege [of participation] in [the affairs 
of] the congregation, he must have a satisfactory church letter of peace from the 
congregation where he or she was at home, or yet is. Without such they should 
be turned back until they have has reconciled themselves. 


Further we counsel that they put away the outer pearls, together with all 
unnecessary adornment which is definitely forbidden in the apostles’ teaching (I 
Pet. 3:6 and I Tim. pp. sı 2:9) and bear testimony to the humility of Jesus. 
Further, the ministers should work toward some kind of a label or mark of 
recognition, for we recognize such as necessary in order to come to a general 
peace, and that with love and gentleness. 


Further, we counsel you to hold on to the articles of faith as they were put 
together at Dortrecht in Holland on the 21St of April, year 1632, which, 
according to our understanding, is the true Christian faith which the apostles 
believed and taught in their time, and have sealed with their blood and death. 

We also believe that the regulation of Matt. 18:15 where the Savior says: ‘If 
your brother sin against you,’ etc., should be observed more faithfully than 
frequently happens, also the passages from the apostle James 5:19-20 and Gal. 
6. 


Thus completed by us the 13th of October, 1871.° 


Abner Yoder 
Samuel Yoder 
Moses B. Miller 


5. This report had apparently been shared among the congregations in Illinois, as shown by the 
presence of a copy held by Christian Nafziger, bishop of the Delavan Prairie congregation in 
Tazewell County. —Christian Nafziger Papers, AMC. 
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There was rather lengthy discussion by the chairman and others about the 
aforementioned letter. Then this same resolution was recognized and accepted 
as being appropriate, [p. 9) except that a number of different opinions were 
expressed about the report, which were discussed at length by the chairman. 
Then it was asked whether the resolution was [actually] being observed, 
whereupon some accusations were made. So the following council was chosen 
to make a further inquiry and to restore good will, namely: Joseph Biirkey from 
Ill., Johannes K. Yoder from Ohio, Johannes Yoder from Pa., Elias Riehl from 
Pa., and Abraham Mast from Ohio. 


After this council was sent out, the chairman and his assistant spoke 
seriously and clearly about the obedience of children to their parents as well as 
to their God and Creator, since a wonderful promise awaits them in this life as 
well as in that glorious [future] life. More such beautiful scripture passages and 
verses were discussed by which many a young soul could hear and understand 
what the Lord commands them and what He forbids, etc. 


After this the above named council returned. And the agreement was 
between Christian Ropp and Joseph Stucky to the effect that Joseph Stucky 
should be more patient, and [p.10) should promise that, with the help of the Lord, 
in the future he would exercise more care. 


The afternoon session was closed with an admonition and prayer by 
Christian Schlägel from Livingston County, Ill. The listeners were earnestly 
admonished to remember where a mortal comes from and where he must go 
after this life [nach dieser Zeit]. It was also explained that as our mortal body 
needs food, so the precious soul must also be fed with the Word of the Lord; 
also how the beloved Savior has shown us the way which leads to the eternal 
and blessed life, that it is not a matter of saying Lord, Lord, but on doing the 
will of God. And the example from James was also presented, that we should 
not be found to be hearers of the Word only, but also doers, that we might 
obtain salvation thereby and be accepted as children of the heavenly kingdom. 
With this the second day’s meeting was closed. 


Tuesday, the 21S' of May 
Forenoon Session 


The meeting was opened with singing and prayer and an jp. 11) earnest 
admonition by Andreas Rupp from Tazewell County, Ill., in which, through the 
help and support of the Lord, it was presented how we should be faithful to our 
God and Creator and seek to do His will, to follow it, and to live it, and not to 
do our own will; also how we should be changed and renewed, pulling out 
[uprooting] the old Adam with his evil lusts and desires and putting on the new 
person who is created after God in true righteousness and holiness. It was also 
earnestly presented that we should not be conformed to the world in any way or 
fashion, which is an abomination to the Lord, etc. 


Now the questions follow. 
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Question 1: With respect to a member who is in the ban, may it be 
considered proper, or tolerated, to trade, or eat, or deal in any other way with 
him as with a brother? 


The chairman spoke very impressively and very clearly to this question, that 
he considered avoidance [shunning] as important as water baptism, for without 
avoidance the ban [excommunication] is of no use. His assistant witnessed to 
the same conviction and reinforced [the point]. 


Now follows a request from Allen County, Indiana: Grace [p. 12] and peace be 
with you and us and that through Jesus Christ, Amen. We the undersigned 
brethren and men of Allen County, Indiana,° make a request of you ministers for 
help to serve us [supervise our worship and other churchly activities] and 
administer communion [die Einigkeit auszutheilen] if it can be undertaken and if 
it is the Lord’s will. Amen. 


J. P. Stoll 
Nicolaus Lichty 
Christian Stalter 
Christian Egly’ 


6. Amish settlers came to Allen County, Indiana, in about 1844 and organized a congregation in 
1852. In 1861 a group of families began organizing what would become an Amish Mennonite 
congregation. In 1862 the Apostolic Christian Church organized with two members: Jacob Schwartz 
(1842-1925) and Jacob Conrad (1811-1885). Then in January, 1866 Henry Egly visited Allen 
County and organized a congregation of Egly Amish there, with Joseph Gerig (1824-1892) as the 
local bishop. 


A contemporary perspective on the Old Order Amish in Allen County, Indiana is given in Bernd 
G. Langin, Plain and Amish: An Alternative to Modern Pessimism (Scottdale, Pa.: Mennonite 
Publishing House, 1994) which is an English translation by Jack Thiessen of the author’s revision of 
Bernd G. Langin, Die Amischen: Von Geheimnis des einfachen Lebens (Paul List Verlag, 1990). 


The first families involved in the Amish Mennonite congregation in Allen County in 1861 
included Nicholas Liechty (1820-1907), and Christian “Christ” Ramseyer (ca. 1801-1875) and his 
wife Uriatta (ca. 1804-ca.1883). According to one tradition Ramseyer was “imported” to Allen 
County from Switzerland to serve as the congregation’s first minister. However, the congregation 
needed the help of a bishop for communion and other services. After Christian Ramseyer’s death in 
1875 Christian Lugibill (1825-1880) was ordained to serve as the minister for the Amish Mennonite 
congregation.— William Ringenberg, “Development and Division in the Mennonite Community in 
Allen County, Indiana,” MOR 50 (April 1976), 114-131; Perry A. Klopfenstein, Marching to Zion: A 
History of the Apostolic Christian Church of America, 1847-1982 (The Apostolic Christian Church 
of America, 1984), 164-167; Mennonites in Indiana, 192-193, 302; Ira S. Johns, J. S. Hartzler, and 
Amos O. Hostetler, comps., Minutes of the Indiana-Michigan Mennonite Conference, 1864-1929 
(Scottdale Pa.: Mennonite Publishing House, 1929), 320-321; Federal Population Census, Cedar 
Creek Township, Allen County, Ind., (Aug. 6, 1870), 215, #296/296; Ibid., Cedar Creek Township, 
Allen County, Ind., June 12, 1880, 204B, #127/133; Ibid., Adams Township, Allen County, Ind., 
July 6, 1870, 165, #26/26; Alberta Minor Flint, comp., “A Collection of Cemetery Inscriptions of 
Allen County, Indiana (December 31, 1932), 62; Letter, Joseph Stoll, Aylmer, Ont. to Steve Estes, 
Chenoa, Ill., 27 March 1996, concerning Jacob P. Stoll. 


7. Jacob P. Stoll (1830-1906, who came to Allen County, Indiana in 1864), Nicholas Liechty 
(1820-1907), and Christian Stalter (1829-1888), a son-in-law of Christian Ramseyer (ca. 1801-1875) 
lived in Cedar Creek Township, Allen County, Indiana. Christian “Christ” Egly (1805-1889) lived in 
Springfield Township, Allen County, Indiana. In response to this letter the Amish Mennonite 
congregation received bishop services from Isaac Smoker (1810-1893), John P. King (1827-1887), 
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There was very earnest and forthright discussion by the chairman about the 
above request concerning performing and looking after the responsible duty 
[sic] in this circumstance: namely, the ministers were earnestly reminded to visit 
those places where there are no ministers and to give assistance wherever 
possible, etc. Whereupon J. P. Kinig, from Logan County, Ohio, himself 
expressed his willingness to go there and take Christ. K. Yoder from the same 
county along as assistant. 


Question 2: May a person who is under the ban be received into the church 
again if he marries a person who is in the same circumstance and who afterward 
are separated again? May he now be received again into the church under the 
condition that if she wants to come back to him again he jp. 13) may receive her as 
his wife without her joining the church again? 


A committee of five was selected to answer this question, namely: Samuel 
Yoder from Pa., Michael Schlonecker from Ohio, Joseph Yoder from Michigan, 
Christian K. Yoder from Ohio, and Paul Herschberger from Iowa. 


Question 3, from the chairman J. P. Kinig: Is it right and in accordance with 
the Scriptures to hold meetings at night? The chairman defended himself very 
forthrightly and no objection was made against it. 


After this Elias Riehl from Pa. was asked to give an admonition. We were 
then admonished very earnestly and impressively that all of us will have to 
appear before our God and Creator in order to receive our reward on that day. 
And it was set forth manifoldly about the new and re-birth and the true 
reformation, as the apostle Paul says in Romans 12:2. Leave taking from here 
was also presented in a beautiful way. Even though we have to separate from 
one another over here, there will be a joyful reunion in the long and happy 
eternity, and therefore we through the death [p. 14) of the old Adam may break 
through, that is, break through by baptism to a new life, and become a new and 
re-born person. And still more suitable Scripture passages were discussed. 


The council which had been sent out with the second question now returned 
with this answer: We believe that according to the apostles’ teaching and our 
confession of faith such a person cannot be received into the church on the 
conditions stated in the question. 


The forenoon session was closed with an admonition by Joseph Stucky from 
Ill. [Here there is reference to a footnote which reads as follows: “The reason 
that (the content of) this admonition is not recorded here is that J. Stucky 
himself did not want that it should get into print. Neither does he want his name 
to appear in the Proceedings booklet, since he did not hear everything that had 
been discussed, for he could not attend on the previous day on account of not 
feeling well. He asserted himself in these words: I do not want to have my 
name with something I do not know, and no one has the right to attach my name 


and Jonas C. Yoder (1833-1911).—Jndiana-Michigan Mennonite Conference, 320-321; Federal 
Population Census, Cedar Creek Township, Allen County, Ind., August 6, 1870, 215, #292/292, 
#295/295, #296/296, #297/297; Ibid., Springfield Township, Allen County, Ind., August 20, 1870, 
34, 273/273. 
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to something against my will. So it was done according to his wish and 
desire.” ]* 
Afternoon Session 


The meeting was opened with singing. A request was handed in to the open 
meeting and the chairman, J. P. Kinig, ir. 1s) spoke extensively about it, and 
explained it in detail, to the effect that we should seek earnestly for the precious 
peace with God and mortals and pursue it. And it was earnestly pointed out that 
without that precious peace we would not see the Lord, etc. Here follows the 
request verbatim: 


Lagrange County, Ind. 


We the undersigned ministers from Pretty Prairie? make this request of the 
assembly to send us men to help us along to peace according to the intent of 
God’s Word which, to the hurt of the congregation, is lacking with us at the 
present time. 


Jonas C. Yoder 
Christian Werrey 


In response to the above request three ministers were appointed, and the 
things were turned over to them, namely: Samuel Yoder from Pa., Elias Riehl 
from Pa., and Johannes K. Yoder from Ohio. 


Question 4: When there are two ministers in one congregation and they are 
in the same calling [hold the same office], and dissatisfaction arises between 
them, has one the right to silence the other without the bishop [vollen Diener] 
and the full counsel of the congregation, and also to exclude [him] from the 
Lord’s Supper until [there is] repentance and reformation? [p. 16) A council of five 
was appointed for this question, namely: Jakob Nafziger from Fulton County, 
Ohio, David Bitschi from Pa., Georg Boller from Noble County, Ind., Paul 
Herschberger from Iowa, and Jonas Troyer from Indiana. 


Answer to the 4th question: We believe that no minister has a right, 
according to the Gospel, to do what is described in the question, but as far as the 
personal circumstances are concerned as attested to [by witnesses], we find no 


8. For those especially interested in the Stuckey schism, it should be noted that Stuckey made 
these stormy comments after he had been censored for his lax discipline in the area of dress and 
related matters, but before Joseph Joder’s poem, “Die Frohe Botschaft,” had been brought to the 
attention of the conference (p. 21). 


9. The Amish settlement on Pretty Prairie in Lagrange County, Indiana, approximately ten miles 
north and northeast of the city of Lagrange, began as early as 1859. An Amish Mennonite 
congregation was organized by 1866. In 1872 a meetinghouse was built for the congregation. The 
specific nature of the controversy indicated here is not known. However, in about 1874 Jonas C. 
Yoder moved to Logan County, Ohio, and ministered in the North Salem congregation near 
Huntsville. In 1884 Christian Wayre moved to Iowa. Possibly the difficulty was between these two 
men, or conceivably they were in conflict with other ministers in the congregation who were not 
present at this conference. By 1915 the congregation had dissolved.—“Pretty Prairie,” by J. C. 
W[enger], ME 4:216; “North Salem Amish Mennonite Church,” by J[ohn] S. U[mble], ME 3:922. 
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fault with the accused [the minister who exceeded his authority?] as far as we 
can determine at this time and under the circumstances. 


After this the chairman called on John Esch from Pa. to give an admonition. 
So it was earnestly noted what the Savior says that we should always be on 
guard and on the lookout. Especially the ministers, who are to teach the people, 
were reminded and challenged to walk in the way of the Lord. Further it was 
set forth that we should not walk in our own way but rather seek to live in the 
manner of the Savior and to abide by it; and to love our God and Creator, and to 
be reconciled to Him in this time of grace; likewise to live in peace with our 
fellowmen and fellow creatures and ip. ı7) to demonstrate love and have forgiving 
hearts toward one another. Still more similar suitable and instructive 
observations were presented. 


After this an admonition was given by Jakob Graber from Indiana. Each one 
was challenged very earnestly to think and consider by what spirit he had been 
led to gather here, and to examine himself earnestly how he stood before God 
and his Creator. The [statement of the] apostle Paul was presented to us how we 
should go to the [congregational] council when he said, “Lord, what would you 
have me to do?” etc. Also we were reminded that we should sorrow over our 
sins, for then we will be comforted, as the Savior Himself says that they shall be 
comforted. We were also earnestly reminded and admonished that we should 
show mutual compassion one to another if we want to receive compassion from 
the Lord. It was also clearly presented and earnestly expressed about the ladder 
to heaven which the ancient father Jakob saw in his dream as compared to the 
nine ways of blessedness (Matt. 5). Further we were asked to observe and to 
meditate on how we poor weak mortals should conduct ourselves toward one 
another, so that in some future time we jp. 1s) will be able to stand before our 
almighty God. Still more similar instructive verses were discussed. 


And then the meeting was concluded for the day with a very lovely 
admonition by Paul Herschberger from Iowa. It was earnestly presented how 
lovingly and in how many ways all hearers had already been fed in these days 
with the Word of the Lord through the ministers and messengers. It was also 
earnestly presented how the dear Lord disciplines and tests mortals in all sorts 
of ways and means in these times. Also the sacred duties of parents and 
children were presented faithfully and very lovingly, and the calling [zurufende] 
voice of our Savior (Matt. 25) was set forth, and it was noted at the same time 
what a reward we will receive on that day if we wait faithfully and remain firm 
and unmovable until the end of our lives, when each one will receive the crown 
of life which has been promised to all godly people, etc. 


Wednesday, the 22"4 of May 


The meeting was opened with singing, prayer, and an [p. 19} admonition by 
Jonas P. Schmucker from Ohio.'? It was expressed in a very instructive way that 


10. The name Jonas Schmucker does not appear on the roster of attending ministers. Quite 
possibly Jonathan Smucker (1821-1888) was intended. 
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we should be thankful to God our Creator for His great goodness which He has 
again shown to us since the good Lord has upheld and spared us in this time of 
grace and distributes His blessed gifts among us through His ministers and 
messengers for our poor and never-dying souls, etc. 


Question 5, a question to you ministers: A brother who had been put in the 
ban in a congregation was taken in by another congregation with their [the first 
congregation’s] consent. Is it scriptural that part of the above indicated 
brotherhood still shuns this brother? 


A council was appointed to consider this question, namely: Abraham Mast 
from Ohio, Nikolaus König from Ohio, Jakob Unzicker from Illinois, and 
Nobert Sprohl from Indiana. 


Answer to the 5th question: We find ourselves united and satisfied that, 
according to the Gospel, no brother or sister has a right to shun such a brother, 
since the ministers who put the brother into the ban were interviewed and gave 
their consent and on that same day were invited to [p. 20) attend the reception [of 
the formerly banned person into church membership in the second 
congregation], and no one appeared. 


Question 6: What does it mean when we read in our articles of faith about 
the deacon [Diokonendiener]? Does it mean only a confirmed [bestätigten] 
deacon or may another [deacon] have the right to come forward to admonish 
and open the meeting when there is only one other minister, or when there is 
only one other home minister? 


Answer to the 6th question: J. K. Yoder spoke to this distinctly and fully, 
saying that not only deacons or ministers but also common brethren have the 
right to admonish and to pray and to allow themselves to be used when it is 
requested, especially in cases of necessity, so why not the selected ministers or 
deacons, especially when there is a lack of preachers? And then [this was] 
accepted and approved unanimously by the assembled ministers. 


A Request 


It is requested by the Michigan congregation'' that the Lord’s Supper be held 
with them if the congregation finds itself in the condition that it can be done. 
But because pp. 21) the said congregation had already stood still twice [had twice 


11. This was the Barker Street Amish Mennonite congregation, the only Michigan congregation 
ever represented at the conferences. It was organized in 1863 in a small schoolhouse in St. Joseph 
County, Michigan, two miles northwest of Vistula. The group met first in one schoolhouse, then in 
1866 in a newly built schoolhouse, and in private homes. The reason(s) that the congregation had 
“stood still twice” are unknown. However there was no resident bishop there at this time, so the 
congregation was depending on the bishops of nearby congregations in Indiana to provide ministers 
to administer the church ordinances. Two ministers who had been ordained there had moved away— 
Christian Wayre (ordained as a deacon in 1866) and Jonas C. Yoder (ordained as a minister in 1867), 
he who had requested assistance only the day before for the new congregation on the Pretty Prairie in 
Lagrange County, Indiana. In August 1868 Joseph Yoder, minister from the Haw Patch (later, 
Topeka), Indiana, congregation, had moved there and would be ordained bishop for that 
congregation in 1874.—Central Conference, 128-29. 
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deferred the observance of the Lord’s Supper], and since it is very necessary to 
be careful at such times, it is now desired to know if men can go over to hold 
communion without receiving blame from the ministers of the adjoining 
congregations. 


Then the leaders of the adjoining congregations were called upon by the 
chairman to speak up, whereupon they expressed themselves as follows: If the 
meal [Lord’s Supper] is to be held with the intent and purpose of producing 
love and peace and the congregation is found to be in a pure condition, they 
have nothing to say against it. This was approved with a rising vote. 


After this some verses were read to the assembly from a poem by Jos. 
Yoder’? from McLean County, Ill., called the “Good News.” The main 
thought and principle in this poem was that all people will be saved and there 
will be no agony of hell or pain. 


Thereupon the chairman and his assistant spoke very earnestly and 
powerfully to the effect that this was heresy and wholly contrary to the Word of 
God, and very detrimental to the youth, and it was distinctly noted that the 
godless person can comfort himself thereby and calm his evil jp. 22) conscience. 
The attentive listeners were made very aware to be on guard against such beliefs 
and heresies. An instructive remark was also made and clearly spoken about the 
ten virgins. It was also distinctly observed that such church members who have 
such a belief may not, if it is known, retain their membership in the 
congregation. The above was powerfully attested to by the following ministers, 
namely: Johannes K. Yoder from Ohio, Samuel Yoder from Pa., Jonas Troyer 
from Indiana, and John Esch from Ind. [sic; should be Pa.], also that as the God- 


12. Joseph Joder (1797-1887), was a retired schoolmaster and farmer who spent the last thirty 
years of his life studying the Bible; learning Latin, Greek, and Hebrew in order to be more 
competent in his Bible study; and writing poetry on a variety of topics. In 1848 he had come with his 
family from Pennsylvania to central Illinois and lived with the family of Christian Ropp (1812-1896) 
for the first six months. Ropp, bishop of the Mackinaw Meeting, would later be Joder’s nemesis. He 
became a charter member of the Rock Creek congregation, of which his well-known brother, 
Jonathan Yoder (1795-1869) was bishop, when it organized in 1851. 


Joseph Joder’s poetry appeared in both the Herold der Wahrheit and the Herald of Truth. His 
earliest dated poem (1857), “Whence and Why am I?” appeared in the Hot (November 1865), 90. 
Apparently also written in 1857 was the short poem entitled “Love,” which proclaimed “love’s 
universal reign.” By 1868 he was proficient in Latin and New Testament Greek, but he did not take 
up the study of Hebrew until 1879 at age eighty-two. Tradition says that on May 26, 1872—the 
Sunday following the conference—Joseph Stuckey held Joder’s verses in his hand during the service 
at the Rock Creek meetinghouse and asked, “Is this your writing?” “Yes,” the old man answered. 
“Well,” Stuckey replied, “you can’t be a member.” However Stuckey first engaged Joder in a 
number of heated discussions and was hesitant to excommunicate the old gentleman. Indeed, when 
the new North Danvers meetinghouse was dedicated on September 29, 1872, the congregation sang 
Joder’s “Kirchweih Hymn,” especially composed for the occasion. In 1873 Joder was “set back” 
from communion, but not fully excommunicated and shunned.—Olynthius Clark, “Joseph Joder, 
Schoolmaster-Farmer, and Poet, 1797-1887,” Transactions of the Illinois State Historical Society 
(1929), 135-43, 155-56. The tradition of Stuckey and Joder at church on May 26, 1872, is recorded 
in the William B. Weaver Notes, North Danvers Mennonite Church, Danvers, Ill. 


13. The English translation of “Die Frohe Botschaft,” the “Good News,” appears in Part II, Doc. 
18. 
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fearing and righteous are promised an eternal joy and glory, contrariwise, to the 
godless [are promised] an eternal pain and punishment, as may be seen in Matt. 
25:46. In addition it was then recalled about various letters which had a bearing 
on the above matters which had been suppressed and there was discussion about 
them." 


Then the forenoon meeting was closed with singing. 


Here follows a question which had been handed in to the meeting in 1870 in 
Fulton County, Ohio, and the answer [p. 23) thereto. It would not be improper to 
give some attention to the question and answer here because it has the same 
meaning and purpose as that mentioned above, that is, about the “Good News.” 


The wording of the above statement suggests that it and the excerpts from the 
1870 Proceedings (pp. 11-12) which follow, were not inserted in the 1872 
Proceedings by conference action, but by the secretary, either with or without 
the knowledge and consent of Chairman John P. King. 


Question: According to God’s Word, how should one consider those who 
insist there is no eternal punishment or pain, but that each one receives his 
punishment in this life and that all men will be saved? 


Answer: We consider the above claim to be contrary to the Gospel, which we 
can prove by the following passages of Scripture, as follows: Matt. 5:22: “I say 
to you, except your righteousness exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will not come into the heavenly kingdom.” Chap. 23:13: “Woe to you scribes 
and Pharisees, who shut up the kingdom of heaven against men! For you 
neither go in, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.” John 3:5: 
“Jesus answered Verily, verily I say to you: Except a man is born of water and 
of the spirit, he cannot come into the kingdom of God.” Verse 36: “He that 
believes on the Son has eternal life; he that does not believe on the Son shall not 
see [p. 24] life, but the wrath of God remains on him.” Phil. 3:18-19: “For many 
walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you with weeping, [that they 
are] the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is damnation.” 


And there are more passages of Scripture [of like intent]. Since we believe 
that weak members might be led into this error, it is our position that such 
members should be excluded from the [congregational] council meeting and be 
broken up [as with hard soil] with love. If then they will not accept correction, 
they must be put into the ban, in accordance with Christian ordering, until there 
is repentance and reform. 


Here ends the excerpt from the 1870 Proceedings. 


14. Quite possibly it was one of these letters which was referred to in “Copy of a Letter in Reply 
to a Letter from a Universalist,” HoT (May 1870), 76. See Part II, Doc. 9. 
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Afternoon Session 


The meeting was opened with singing. Then a ruling of 1865 [made in the 
conference of that year] in Wayne County, Ohio, was read to the meeting. [It] 
was accepted and adopted by the above indicated meeting as follows: 


Herewith is inserted a lengthy excerpt from the Proceedings of 1865, pages 
3-5, as follows: 


The ministers of this assembly consider it their duty to state their thinking 
and conviction concerning the following matters: The apostle John says in his 
first epistle in the second chapter [15-16]: “Do not love the [p. 25) world, nor what 
is in the world. If someone loves the world the love of the Father is not in him. 
For everything that is in the world (that is, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life) is not of the Father, but of the world.” And Peter 
says in I Pet. 3 [:3]: “the adorning should not be on the outside with the braiding 
of hair, or wearing of gold, or adornment with clothes.” Also Paul says in Rom. 
12 [:2]: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what is the good, the perfect, and 
the acceptable will of God.” 


Now if by not conforming to this world we can attain to so much that we can 
prove what is the will of God, then it follows undeniably that as long as we 
conform to the world in the above indicated ways we cannot be changed or 
renewed and, of course, cannot meet the conditions necessary to prove truly and 
thoroughly what the will of God is. And since the Savior teaches us so clearly 
that we may know the tree by its fruits, for this reason it is expressed in clear 
language in Holy Writ that proud living, both in style of ip. 26) clothing and in the 
hair of the head, and in all other things that copy the unnecessary and vain 
world styles, is clearly and entirely forbidden, be it herewith ruled that we 
admonish, with Christian love, all members who are engaged in such things, as 
well as those who refuse to reject such unscriptural behavior, to follow the 
counsel written to the church at Laodicea, that is, to be zealous to do repentance, 
in order that she may receive the crown of life. 


Here the secretary of the 1872 Proceedings inserts an explanatory statement, 
indicating that further quoting from the 1865 Proceedings will follow. 


Here follow two questions and the answers thereto, since they belong with 
the above Proceedings and rulings which were dealt with at that time. 

Question 1 [indicated as Question 2 in the Proceedings, 1865, 4]: How and 
in what manner should one deal with a member of the church, in a scriptural and 
proper way who, from one year to the next, refrains from taking part in the 
Lord’s Supper without giving a scriptural reason for such conduct? 
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Answer: We consider [the observance of] the Lord’s Supper to be a 
command of God which is not to be neglected. And if a member of the church 
neglects it, he/she should be admonished in love with God’s Word. And those 
who will not ip. 27) accept instruction based on God’s Word may not retain their 
membership in the congregation. 

Question 2 [indicated as Question 3 in Proceedings, 1865, 4-5] How and in 
what manner shall one deal with church members, according to Holy Writ, who 
are not obedient to the rules and regulations [den Ordnungen] of the church and 
always take the liberty to conform to the world by wearing and adorning the 
hair according to the styles of the world, and to pattern their clothes after the 
prideful world-style?’° 


Answer: We understand from God’s Word that, concerning those members 
of the church who always want to take the liberty of conforming to the world 
with adorned hair and clothing display according to the styles and ways of the 
world, that it is the duty and responsibility of every minister and bishop 
[Aeltesten] to warn such church members and admonish them earnestly and in 
love with the Gospel and the teachings of the apostles to leave off such conduct. 
And if obedience is in evidence then, according to Holy Writ, the angels of God 
in heaven are delighted. But those who do not want to follow the Gospel and 
who continue in their disobedience, are to be likened unto the unfruitful 
branches of the vine stem, which are to be cut off from the vine. 


Here ends the quotation from the 1865 Proceedings. ip. 28) 


The above ruling was read and discussed, not to correct it, but to admonish to 
live up to it better in the future than what has been the case thus far.'° The 
assistant chairman spoke very earnestly about this and made the point that these 
gatherings would be of little use to us if we make rulings based on the Gospel if 
we do not enforce them and live them out and follow through with them. Thus 
the attentive listeners were faithfully reminded of their duties concerning the 
foregoing, especially the ministers, to keep house better [maintain better 
discipline] in the future than has been the case so far, etc. The foregoing was 
very earnestly and distinctly emphasized and supported yet again by Chairman 
J. P. Kinig. 


After this an admonition was given by Jakob Unsicker'’ from Ill. Very 
serious comments were addressed to the young people. They were faithfully 
reminded of their duties and responsibilities. The parents were also made very 
attentive. A reference was made to the lame man (Acts 3) who had to be 


15. The original, the statement of 1865, uses the word Kleiderpracht (clothing array or display), 
whereas the 1872 quote uses the word Kleidertracht (clothing attire), a more neutral term. 


16. Quite possibly these comments were directed toward Joseph Stuckey and the congregations 
under his care. Daniel J. Johns (1850-1942) attended this conference and wrote about it in 1926: “I 
attended one of these General Conferences held in Lagrange Co., Ind. in 1872. But I was not a 
member of the church then. But I remember one charge held against Stuckey at that time was 
Universalism.”—D. J. Johns, Goshen, Ind., letter to W. B. Weaver, Danvers, Ill., Jan. 25, 1926 in the 
William B. Weaver Papers, Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, Ind. 


17. Minister Jacob Unzicker was supporting Joseph Stuckey at this time. 
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carried, and therewith a lesson was presented to the youth, to allow themselves 
likewise to be carried to the feet of Jesus to be ready always to follow in the 
ways of the Lord, to show obedience to their parents and also to fp. 29} their God 
and Creator. A presentation was also made of John 5:21, to the effect that he 
who has eternal life does not come into judgment. There was very earnest talk 
about this, especially about the judgment. A further remark was made about 
John 11, that 1s, about the resurrection on the last day and about eternal life. 
The resurrection of Lazarus was also presented to the beloved youth to consider 
how they should wake up, rise up spiritually, and walk in newness of life, etc. 


After this an admonition was given by Jakob Graber'® from Indiana, who 
made an earnest presentation how the dear Savior humbled and lowered himself 
as an example and model for all of us so that we should also follow Him during 
this time of grace. Further he presented for consideration that something is still 
missing in the church, according to his thinking, and the ancient people of Israel 
should be taken into consideration and talked about and presented to each one to 
think about, as well as that which had been said before about the difference 
between eternal life and eternal pain and punishment. Upon that subject he also 
spoke with much emphasis. So the ministers and the leaders were ip. 30] 
admonished to take their duties very seriously and to be on guard and on the 
lookout. He included himself, because he has the same calling, etc. 


After this a very loving admonition was given by the chairman, J. P. Kinig. 
He addressed the dear youth to think of their Creator in their youth, before the 
evil days come, which will not be pleasing to them. So also the dear Savior was 
presented as the blood bridegroom, what He had done for us when His time was 
fulfilled; and also how the years of his youth were a beautiful credit and lesson 
to young people. Then the story of the deceased Lazarus was also presented to 
the dear and tender youth to consider how they might, already in the years of 
their youth, be awakened through the Word of God to a new, spiritual, and 
heavenly life, to follow their blood bridegroom, Jesus Christ. The parents too 
were reminded very earnestly of their duties and responsibilities, and very many 
instructive passages of Scripture from both the Old and New Testament having 
reference to youth were discussed. Also the disciples who went to Emmaus 
were presented for consideration. Also it was presented to all ministers and 
workers to take their ip. 31) calling seriously, and furthermore, to keep house 
better [maintain better discipline], etc. 


Then upon the suggestion of Isaac Schmucker [Smoker]'” from Noble 
County, Ind., it was considered good to hold the next general ministers’ meeting 
for 1873 on Pentecost, in Noble County, Ind., if the Lord wills and we live. 


18. Jacob Graber ultimately gravitated to the Old Order Amish. This is a remarkable sequence of 
presentations, from John P. King, the Amish Mennonite; to Jacob Unzicker, the Stuckey supporter, 
to Jacob Graber, the nascent Old Order Amishman. 

19. Perhaps as a friend of Joseph Stuckey and one of the leaders of the Amish Mennonites, Isaac 
Smoker hoped that by hosting the conference he could help to delay or stop some of the ruptures that 
were in progress in the church. However, by 1873 the rupture with the Stuckey churches had become 
final and Isaac Smoker attended no more conferences. But neither did his congregation join the 
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In closing and farewell a very loving and earnest admonition and prayer was 
given by J. K. Yoder from Wayne County, Ohio. In the leave-taking the 
attentive listeners were reminded very impressively of their duties and that 
everyone should be careful for his calling. The second chapter of Titus was also 
read, and very distinctly expounded, how Paul teaches and commands in this 
scripture that they should send ministers and bishops to teach the people what is 
appropriate, and as faithful shepherds and messengers to warn the people to be 
sober and to witness to a healthy faith and to follow an honorable life-style, and 
lead a godly life. Much was said about drunkenness and what bad results often 
follow, which often cause much sorrow to the congregation and in families. ip. 32] 
Further we were very lovingly reminded to love our Redeemer and Sanctifier 
[Seligmacher] since He also has loved us. Then the youth were also faithfully 
admonished, especially those who had already made a covenant with God and 
the church, to keep it faithfully and not forget it; but also those who had not 
come this far, that they might consider this wonderful time of grace and not be 
negligent in making their covenant with God and the church before it might be 
too late. We were also admonished to express a sound and pure love toward 
God and mortals. And each one was reminded to take his calling seriously. 
Also the ministers were once more reminded very earnestly to take their duties 
and responsibilities seriously, and to hold fast to humility, for God resists the 
proud and has a horror of them. “God withstands the proud, but gives grace to 
the humble.” And once more the youth were very earnestly admonished and a 
touching story was set before them of a young man who knew that he had to die, 
but was not prepared or ready for death. Thus conversion was carefully 
presented to the young souls jp. 33) and [they were] admonished not to postpone it 
until the time of death, but to follow the call of the Lord while the door of grace 
still stands open to them and they still have the wonderful time of grace to turn 
around and repent. 


Further it was noted that what we have heard during this meeting, grounded 
on the Word of God, that we should do and observe. Then the wonderful 
suggestion was made how we should all together pray for one another in all 
circumstances and needs, since the prayer of the righteous and godly can do 
much if it is done in all earnestness, etc. 


Then the meeting was closed, through the help and support of God, with an 
earnest prayer and singing. May the God of all grace bless and prosper His 
work so that it may serve to the upbuilding and well-being of the church and to 
the soul’s salvation of all of us, Amen. 


Stuckey fold—at least not for another two generations when, in 1923, a part of what had been 
Schmucker’s Haw Patch congregation withdrew and in 1927 joined the Central Conference 
Mennonite Church, and then merged with the Topeka Mennonite Church in 1929. 


His support of Joseph Stuckey may have led to rumors that Isaac Smoker was a universalist — 
Tradition, 190. 
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Addendum and Encouragement 


to all bishops [Aeltesten], ministers, brethren and sisters in the Lord, who see 
and read this. 


Now you brethren, ministers, and bishops, let us look back at the eleven 
ministers’ meetings held so far, whether [p. 34) they have not often produced a 
refreshing and an inducement to love and to peace in your hearts, as we often 
met old acquaintances, ministers and brethren, with whom we worked together 
as laborers in the vineyard of the Lord. And if we remain faithful we will 
together [again] receive a wonderful reward in the happy, long and unending 
eternity. But oh, how often one hears people complain, “This and that I did not 
like.” But oh, dear co-workers, let us not become weak, but work the more 
diligently. And if there is something that is not grounded on the true foundation 
and cornerstone, Jesus Christ, then try to straighten it out and not act like the 
servant who hid his pound in a napkin. Therefore dear brethren and co-workers 
in the house of the Lord, it is clear enough that, according to the Word of the 
Lord, peace and holiness can never be obtained without a will and desire, and an 
earnest striving; yes, without a genuine pursuit of true brotherly peace, Christian 
love, and unity. To the peacemakers, that is, to those who at all times are ready 
and willing to seek peace with a whole heart, [p. 35) blessedness is promised. But 
where in Holy Writ is there comfort or a promise given to those who neither 
seek nor desire peace? How dare anyone insist that it is God’s will that such 
divisions should spring up among us, when Paul says: “Let there be no divisions 
among you, but hold on to each other in one mind and in one thought.” 


Well, dear brethren and co-workers, the intention is not to blame anyone, or 
to make an accusation, but only to defend the truth. Therefore, dear brethren 
and sisters in Christ Jesus, let us all live and conduct ourselves with real 
earnestness and diligence, in accordance with the Gospel, which requires that 
we seek after peace, that is, to struggle for it with our whole heart to bring about 
peace and unity, and to prosper the well-being of the church. And let us use all 
our energy and strength to meet again in the name of the Lord (if the Lord so 
wills and we live) next Pentecost, to converse with one another face to face 
[mündlich], and report in love and with a gentle spirit and take the Word of God 
as our plumbline in all things and, as [p. 36) the apostle says: Be subject altogether 
one to another in all things, and hold fast to humility. 

Further, you greatly beloved brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus who will see 
and read this, may you all be commended to God and the Lamb. To this end 
may the almighty God help us to hold fast to our adopted faith which we have 
confessed on bended knee before God and the church and remain with it to the 
end of our lives, and strengthen and establish us therein through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. [p. 37] 

List of Names and Addresses of the Ministers who were present at the Amish 
Mennonite Ministers’ Meeting Held in Lagrange Co., Ind., on the 20th, 21st, 
and 2294 of May, 1872. 
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Name Post Office 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Elias Riehl Lewisburg 
Johannes Esch Spruce Hill 
Samuel Yoder Belleville 
Johannes Yoder Belleville 
David J. Zook Allensville 
OHIO 
Jonathan Schmucker Orrville 
Johannes K. Yoder Orrville 
Michael Schlonecker Louisville 
Johannes P. Kinig West Liberty 
Christian K. Yoder West Liberty 
David Beachey Berlin 
Abraham Mast Walnut Creek 
Jakob F. Nafziger Archbold 
Jeptha Wysz Pettisville 
Christian Stuckey Elmira 
Nickolaus Kinig Pettisville 
INDIANA 
Isaac Scmoker Ligonier 
David Hertzler Ligonier 
Georg Z. Boller Ligonier 
David Morrell, Jr Ligonier 
Jonas D. Troyer Eagle Lake 
Johannes Gnagy Goshen 
Daniel D. Schrock Goshen 
Emanuel Hostetler Goshen 
Eli S. Miller Goshen 
Benjamin Schrock Goshen 
Jonas C. Yoder Lima 
Christian Werrey Lima 
Joseph Yoder Bristol 
Christian Miller Middlebury 


Christian S. Plank 


Middlebury 


County 


Union 

Juniata 
Mifflin 
Mifflin 
Mifflin 


Wayne 
Wayne 
Stark 
Logan 
Logan 
Holmes 
Holmes 
Fulton 
Fulton 
Fulton 


Fulton [p.3s] 


Noble 
Noble 
Noble 
Noble 
Marshall 
Elkhart 
Elkhart 
Elkhart 
Elkhart 
Elkhart 
Lagrange 
Lagrange 
Elkhart 
Elkhart 
Elkhart 


Moses Kaufman 
Joseph J. Bontrager 
Jakob Graber 

Peter Graber 
Johannes Graber 
Nobartes Sproll 
Absalom Miller 


Christian Schlägel 
Jakob Unziger 
Andreas Roop 
Daniel Steinman 
Joseph Gascho 
Johannes Albrecht 
Johannes P. Schmidt 
Christian Roop 
Christian Imhof 
Johannes Burkey 
Andrew Burkey 
Peter C. Stuckey 
Jakob Zehr 
Joseph Burkey 
Simon Bechler 
Christian Nafziger 
Johannes Egly 


Paul J. Hershberger 
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Middleburg 
Eden Mills 
Loogootee 
Chamberlin 
Chamberlin 
North Grove 
Wappecong 


ILLINOIS 


Chenoa 
Pekin 

Pekin 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Hudson 
Danvers 
Tremont 
Morton 
Washington 
Forneysville 
Providence 
Fairbury 
Hopedale 
Hopedale 


IOWA 


Iowa City 
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Elkhart 
Lagrange 
Martin 
Allen 
Allen 
Miami 
Miami 


McLean 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
McLean jp. 39] 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Woodford 
Bureau 
Livingston 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 


Johnson 
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Vericht der Verhandlungen 


ber zwölften fabrliden 


Diener - Berfammlung 


— ber — 
Amifden DiennonitensDienerichaft, 
gehalten am 1., 2., 3., und 4. Sunt 1873, 


auf dem Wohnplag von Chriftian Yoder, zwei und eine halbe Meike 


Orrville, Wayne County, Obio. 


Elfhart, Fudiana. 
Gedrudt von John F Funk & Bruder. 
1873. 
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THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1873 


Report of the Proceedings of the Twelfth Annual Ministers’ Meeting of the 
Amish Mennonite Ministry, Held on the 15¢, and ard, and 4th of June, 1873,' at 
the Home of Christian Yoder,” Two and One-Half miles from Orrville, Wayne 
County, Ohio [p. 3] 


Report of the Proceedings of the Twelfth Annual Gathering of the Amish 
Mennonite Ministry and Brotherhood 


Sunday, the 15T of June 


At last year’s ministers meeting in Lagrange County, Indiana, it was decided 
to hold the ministers’ meeting of the Amish Mennonite brotherhood next year, 
1873, at Pentecost, in Noble County, Indiana, provided no objections were made 
against it.” Later it was discovered that it was not in accordance with 


1. At the 1872 conference Isaac Schmucker, of Haw Patch (Topeka), Noble County, Indiana, had 
invited the conference to come to his church for the 1873 sessions (Proceedings, 1872, 31). But for 
some reason Schmucker and his congregation reversed themselves and announced in the Herold der 
Wahrheit (Dec. 1872), 182-83, that a “majority of the members in this and the surrounding 
congregations are not in agreement . . . that it should be held here,” and that, consequently, another 
meeting place should be chosen and announced. As indicated below, see also HoT (Jan. 1873), 10, 
Bishop John K. Yoder and his Oak Grove congregation in Wayne County, Ohio, consulted with 
another perennial leader of conference, John P. King of Logan County, Ohio, and decided to have 
the conference of 1873 at Oak Grove. 


Why Isaac Schmucker and his congregation withdrew their invitation is not known. There are 
clues, however, which may be noted. Already in 1863-64 Schmucker and his colleague, Jonas D. 
Troyer, had been faulted by the conference for disregarding a ruling made in 1862.—Proceedings, 
1864, 5-6. See also Proceedings, 1863, 14. It is clear that Schmucker and Troyer smarted under this 
censure. Quite possibly they never again felt themselves to be a part of the leadership of the 
conference which soon gravitated to three men from Ohio and Pennsylvania—John K. Yoder, John 
P. King, and Samuel Yoder. Hence, when two of these eastern leaders came west to Stuckey’s 
church in October, 1872, and in effect, used the authority of conference to break fellowship with 
Stuckey, Schmucker probably could and did sympathize with Stuckey and in protest withdrew his 
invitation to host the conference. Certain it is that Schmucker ceased attending the conferences, that 
he continued his friendship with Stuckey, and that the two persisted in sharing pulpits and other 
ministerial functions in spite of the action of the conference. 


Christian Z. Yoder (1845-1939), son of Bishop John K. Yoder, wrote in his diary on Sunday, 
June 1, 1873: “A slight frost. We at Meet. at C. Y. Yoder’s.” On Monday, June 2, 1873 he wrote: 
“We at conference. Aunt Mariam Zook [1831-1889] of Ind. was with us.” On Tuesday, June 3, 1873 
he noted: “A. M. We at conference.” On Wednesday, June 4, 1873 he wrote: “A small shower. . . 
We at conference the last day it being at C. Y. Yoder’s.”— Day-Book (1862-1874), 186 in the C. Z. 
Yoder Collection, AMC. 

2. Christian J. Yoder (1827-1909), sometimes known as Christian Y. Yoder, was was born in 
Alsace, France, to Christian and Mary Yoder. Know as “Bee Christ,” he married Catherine Becker 
and had a number of children. —Amish Genealogies, 76. 

3. This reversal of the invitation to hold the conference in Noble County in 1873, originally 
given by Isaac Schmucker’s congregation, was indicated in an announcement in the HdW (Dec. 
1872), 182-83. It did not appear in the Herald of Truth. In translation it reads as follows: 
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everyone’s pleasure to hold the “Conferenz” there as had been planned. Then a 
council of the ministers and the congregation in Wayne County, Ohio, decided 
to hold the “Conferenz” of 1873 on Pentecost in Wayne County, Ohio.* All the 
ministers in the United States [p.4)and Canada who still desire to remain with the 
principles of our common Christian faith and desire to follow the Lamb of God 
further in gentleness and humility and to contribute their bit of discernment 
[Schärflein] to the honor of God, were heartily invited to attend. 


Accordingly a very large number of ministers, also brethren and sisters, and 
others, assembled on June 1 at the home of Christian Yoder, in Wayne County, 
Ohio, where services were held two times. The morning meeting was opened 
with singing and a powerful introductory talk and prayer by Christian Werry 
from Lagrange County, Ind. Then a powerful sermon on the solemn observance 
of Pentecost was given by Johannes Esch from Juniata County, Pa., and 


THE CHURCH-WIDE CONFERENCE OF THE AMISH MENNONITES 


At last year’s conference the Amish Mennonites decided to hold their next conference for the 
year 1873 on Pentecost in the Haw Patch congregation, in Noble County, Indiana, provided no 
objection be made against it. Now it appears that the majority of the church members in this and 
the surrounding congregations are not favorable to it, that it should be held here. So we, the 
undersigned, undertake to announce that the conference of 1873, scheduled for Pentecost, will 
not be held here at the Haw Patch, and that therefore it is necessary to choose another place for it. 

- G. Z. Boller, David Hertzler, David Morrell, Isaac Schmucker 

4. Evidently the Haw Patch ministers chose to make known their decision to withdraw their offer 

to host the 1873 conference, not by correspondence with other leaders, but merely by publishing a 

notice to that effect in the Herold der Wahrheit (see note 2). For it will be noted in the notice below 

that other leaders learned of the withdrawal of the Haw Patch congregation only through this 

published notice.—HoT (Jan. 1873), 10. There is strong indication here that Isaac Schmucker and his 
congregation were piqued about something. 


AMISH CONFERENCE 


The General Conference of the Amish Mennonite church was appointed to be held on 
Whitsuntide 1873, in the Haw Patch Church, in Noble co, Ind., on conditions that no 
objections should be raised against it. We now learn through the Herald, that this does not 
give general satisfaction. Hence it was considered by a number of ministers that Wayne 
co., Ohio is a suitable place to hold it, and accordingly, we, the ministers of this church 
have counseled together and unanimously decided to have the General Conference for 
1873, held on Whitsuntide, in Wayne Co., Ohio. 


A cordial invitation is hereby extended to all the ministers in the United States and 
Canada, who still desire to continue in the true foundation of our common, christian faith 
and to follow the Lamb in all meekness and humility, to meet with us on that occasion. 
Amen. - John K. Yoder, David Z. Yoder, Jonathan Schmucker 


Bro. John P. King of West Liberty, Logan Co., Ohio, writes in regard to the above as follows: 


Since I have been requested to give my views in reference to the propriety of holding this 
Conference in Wayne Co., Ohio on Whitsuntide 1873, I in the first place wish God’s 
blessing to the work, for without his aid we can do nothing. I also wish God’s blessing 
unto all the brethren and sisters that may attend the meeting. Let us all consider our duties 
and not grow weary of doing good, nor lay down our weapons, not the weapons of war 
and dissension, but seek after that blessed peace while it is today. I feel that we could not 
‚have chosen a more appropriate locality in the United States; the Railroad carries all who 
wish to attend directly into the neighborhood of the brethren who have the conveniences 
to receive hospitably all who may come and who, no doubt will be glad to do so. 
Therefore I hope many of our western and eastern brethren and sisters will take pleasure 
in attending this meeting to the honor and glory of God, and all aid in the good cause. 
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powerfully witnessed to by Christian Rupp and Christian Nafziger from Ill., and 
Sebastian Gerig from Iowa. In closing, the assembly was led in prayer by Elias 
Riehl from Pa., whereby, through the blessing and support of God, many God- 
loving souls were fed and quickened and the tired and lazy hearts forcefully 
reminded of their duties. And the trumpets were blown loudly on the walls of 
Zion, so that [p. 5} every listener who was hungry and thirsty for it could be filled 
in his soul. 


In the afternoon the meeting was again opened with singing and an 
introductory talk and prayer by Johannes Stähly from Ill. Next the doctrine of 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ alone was powerfully presented, under 
God’s rich blessing, by Johannes P. Kinig from Ohio, and earnestly witnessed to 
by Samuel Yoder from Pa., Joseph Bürky from Ill., and Sebastian Gerig from 
Iowa. After prayer and singing the meeting was closed for the day. 


Monday, the 2"4 of June 
Forenoon Session 


The meeting was opened with singing, admonishing and prayer by Elias 
Riehl from Pa. The assembled hearers were then reminded very earnestly of 
their duties, and admonished to consider them carefully, and to meditate on the 
great goodness and patience of God. The listeners were reminded very 
earnestly how God had brought so many of them together from near and far, 
through His blessing, support, and leading, and has helped us all thus far and 
has promised to {p.6} continue to help us if we only are willing to let Him help us, 
and more of the same. Inspiring remarks were also made and the purpose of the 
meeting was very fully and clearly explained, etc. 


Then J. K. Yoder announced that a young brother by the name of Sem 
Yoder’ had fallen asleep in the Lord that very morning, and that all who wished 
to attend in bestowing on him the last respects and to see him returned to the lap 
of the earth, should come to the meetinghouse at two o’clock on the next 
afternoon. 


Then upon the suggestion of J. K. Yoder from Wayne County, Ohio, Samuel 
Yoder from Mifflin County, Pa., was nominated as chairman and unanimously 
elected by the ministers, and Christian Werry from Pretty Prairie, Lagrange 
County, Ind., was added as assistant. Then Johannes P. Schmitt from 
Livingston County, Ill., and Benjamin Gerig® from Wayne County, Ohio, were 
elected as secretaries. 


5. Samuel Yoder, Jr. (1851-1873) was the seventh child of Samuel Yoder (1808-1878) and 
Catherine Naffzinger (1817-1892).—Amish Genealogies, 343, 497, 506. The date of Samuel, Sr’s 
death is incorrectly recorded in this genealogy. Christian Z. Yoder (1845-1939) attended this funeral 
and wrote in his diary for Tuesday, June 3, 1873 “P. M. us at the funeral of Sam.Yoder jr. Many 
there.” —Day-Book, (1862-1874), 186. 

6. Benjamin Gerig (Nov. 10, 1842-Aug. 4, 1913) was the youngest brother of Sebastian Gerig 
(1838-1924), a minister present at this conference from Iowa. Benjamin immigrated from Alsace to 
Wayne County, Ohio, in 1860; married Lydia Schrag; and by 1873 was a respected layperson in the 
congregation. He was chosen as a church trustee in 1873. On May 6, 1895 he was chosen as a 
minister by the Oak Grove congregation where he became a bishop in 1896.—Creative 
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After this the regulations of the ninth ministers’ pp. 7) meeting [1870] were 
read to the public assembly and accepted. They run as follows:’ 

1. We wish God’s grace, peace, and mercy in Jesus Christ, and the 
supporting power of the Holy Spirit to all brethren and sisters, and to all God- 
seeking souls as well. 


Let us now be upright in love and grow in every way in Him who is the 
Head, Christ, in whom the whole body is put together, and one member holds to 
the other, so that one assists the other, each in his own way, so that the body 
may grow in its self-improvement, and all of this in love—for love is the bond 
of perfection—and offer up in your faith a virtue and a good ordering, for God 
is a God of order [der Ordnung], so that no one may take offense or be 
scandalized. 

2. The meeting is to be held in order to build ourselves up on the foundation 
of God’s Word and not in order to make laws [Gesetze] or rulings [Beschlüße] 
contrary to the Gospel. 

3. Every minister shall be permitted to express himself publicly. 


4. Only one person shall speak at the same time, and [p. s) it is to be carefully 
observed that no one disturb the speaker or interrupt him. 


5. The chairman and his assistant shall be permitted to discipline all 
mumblings and all disturbances. 


6. Every minister who wants to join this gathering as a co-worker may not 
refuse to present his gift [of admonishing or preaching] which he has received 
from God, at the request of the chairman. 

7. Every minister who wants to express himself shall arise and speak loudly 
and clearly. 

8. All items [Artikel] to be discussed at this meeting shall be presented in 
writing. 

9. It shall be the right of the chairman and his assistant to withhold any items 
or questions which might be brought to them which they do not deem helpful or 
edifying. 

10. It shall be the chairman’s duty to enforce all the [procedural] regulations 
which are made here. 

The proceedings may continue from day to day according to the pleasure of 
the majority of the ministers. [p. 9] | 

May the Lord give His blessing and His success through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


Congregationalism, 55, 182-83. 


7. The rules which follow are taken verbatim from the 1870 Proceedings, 5-7. These ten rules are 
essentially the same as those first adopted in the 1866 conference (Proceedings, 1866, 4-5) and 
adopted again in 1868. 
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Addendum 


1. It is decided that all proceedings [Verhandlungen] of former meetings 
which were brought to a conclusion remain in force, unless a scriptural proof is 
presented to the general assembly that those which are not being enforced are 
unscriptural. 


2. No minister who is a member of the meeting? shall have the right to make 
any changes afterward unless he hands in to the meeting a scriptural proof that 
they [the rulings] are unscriptural or deviate from the Word of God and in that 
way are detrimental. 


After this there was some discussion by the ministers about a number of 
questions, but they came to no conclusions. Then Christian Schlögel from Ill. 
gave an admonition. He spoke first about the creation of human beings and how 
and for what purpose they were created, and upon what a person must be 
grounded to be a disciple of Christ, and how ip. 10} he may be hurt by the evil 
enemy in so many ways and manners. He showed us how the dear Savior was 
also tempted by the evil enemy. He also showed us the craftiness of Herod 
against the Savior after He was born, and how much more craftiness he will use 
on us, and that we therefore should hold on firmly to Jesus Christ who can help 
all people. We were admonished to give ear to the pleading voice of God (Matt. 
11[:28]), who has promised rest to all who come to Him. The example of the 
Savior in His youth was presented, how at twelve years He already taught in the 
temple and many more things like that. With this the morning session was 
closed with singing. 


Afternoon Session 


The afternoon session was opened with singing. Then an interpretation [of 
church policy] was requested concerning such members who, previous to 
communion or the Lord’s Supper, do not follow the rule [Regel] and then want 
to abide by it a little while, but afterward relapse into the same disobedience. 
There was serious and very clear discussion by various ministers about this, that 
such could not be permitted and was considered contrary to the Gospel, ip. 11) 
hypocritical, disturbing, and offensive to the congregation. J. K. Yoder spoke 
very earnestly about it; that each one should examine and search himself 
carefully to see that he does not partake of the Lord’s supper unworthily and 
become guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. And a number of similar 
points were presented on the basis of God’s Word. 


After this Johannes Hertzler from Pa. was called upon by the chairman to 
give an admonition. It was then set forth very earnestly and clearly to the 
listeners how we should be grateful to the dear Lord for His goodness and love 
which He demonstrates to us in so many situations and ways, while the dear 
Savior calls to us so faithfully, as can be seen (Matt. 11[:28]) where He 
promises rest to all who come to Him. The two roads of this time [in contrast to 


8. The German words here are: Ein Mitglied dieser Versammlung—suggesting a sort of delegate- 
to-the-conference status by virtue of one’s ordination to the ministry in an Amish congregation. 
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eternity] were also presented and it was powerfully shown where each road 
leads to. Mention was also made of the new and re-birth of persons, how we 
should take off the old man and put on the new one and resist the evil enemy 
while we are still in the time of grace, so that we may yet receive grace to save 
us, so that when the house of this earthly hut [p. 12) is shattered we may have a 
building that is not made with hands, but is eternal in the heavens. The 
unnecessary worries and the riches of this world were earnestly spoken of, how 
we should guard against them and not fall into snares and temptations. 
Additional similar passages were discussed. 


After this there followed a short admonition by Jeptha Weis from Fulton 
County, Ohio. The assembled listeners were admonished very lovingly and 
seriously that all of us have reason to praise the Lord with the prophet David 
and to extol His goodness and His good deeds which He is constantly 
demonstrating to us, and who has helped us until now, and who promises to 
help us in the future if we walk in His ways until we reach the dwellings which 
are prepared for us ın the Father’s house, etc. 


Question 1: A question was then presented to the assembly which runs as 
follows: May it be considered right, according to the intent of God’s Word, that 
brethren in the church produce intoxicating beverages for sale by which many a 
poor wife suffers great harm. 


A “Committe” was appointed to answer this question: Elias Riehl from Pa., 
Johannes Esch from Pa., Christian ip. 13} Schlögel from Ill., Nickolaus König 
from Ohio, and Joseph Yoder from Indiana. 


Very much was said about the first question concerning the manufacture of 
intoxicating beverages and it was powerfully presented to the meeting by J. K. 
Yoder that it is a miserable state of affairs when one looks more upon the 
temporal than upon the eternal and noted the evil results that follow therefrom, 
through which whole families have often been ruined; and what is also 
lamentable is that other organizations complain that where such intoxicating 
beverages are manufactured it is a detriment to the whole community. 


Further it was noted how we should be a light to the world, about which the 
beloved Savior says much. But now, dear brethren and co-workers in the 
vineyard of the Lord, such business as mentioned above gives a very dark light 
in the church. Experience teaches us repeatedly that the happiness and well- 
being of the drunkard’s family go to pieces, and that his wife and his children, 
or his parents and siblings, grieve over him, and perhaps are ashamed of him. 
That is all very sad and a heartache for such poor families. And the saddest 
thing is that the drinker or ip. 14) drunkard loses the salvation of his soul through 
the intemperate use of intoxicating drink.’ 


9. John K. Yoder was dealing with a situation involving three brewers in his congregation in 
Wayne County. In 1869 the council meeting of the congregation decided that members of the church 
should give up the manufacture of alcoholic beverages. One, Jonathan S. Burkholder (1826-1900), 
owned a farm and was able to divest himself of his business immediately. A second, Martin L. Rich 
(1843-1911), took seven years to sell his business, but was able to do so and purchase a farm. A 
third, Martin’s brother, Peter Rich (1833-1906), refused to sell and was ultimately excommunicated. 
His wife also requested excommunication, as she would not shun her husband. They then attended 
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After this Johannes P. Kinig presented his position very clearly concerning 
the above question and witnessed powerfully to what J. K. Yoder had already 
expressed and he expounded earnestly about it, that the manufacture of 
intoxicating beverages should not be allowed because of the great trouble and 
sorrow which it has caused in the church and in many families. As already 
mentioned above, the entire ministry was made very aware of, and urged to get 
rid of, the above great evil as soon as possible. 


The chairman, Samuel Yoder, also gave a strong admonition about the 
above, saying that such occupation as the manufacture of intoxicating beverages 
produces bad fruit and brings great harm to the church, and may not be 
permitted in God’s church. For many a father of a family, intoxicating drink 
has driven away joy and precious peace completely out of his house and has 
replaced it with disharmony and misfortune. [p.15] 


Hence, concerning the first question, it has been fully and sufficiently 
explained that such should be done away with as soon as possible. No animal 
gets drunk except man, who was made in the image of God. Such a person 
thereby lowers himself beneath the animal. He destroys everything that is still 
there of the image of God. He diminishes his strength and confuses his mind. 
He weakens his memory. He blunts every good feeling and sinks his poor soul 
into sad depth where it will be eternally unhappy. Even here on earth, befogged 
senses cannot rightly find the right way, much less the narrow way of life. 


Answer to the first question: We consider the manufacture or brewing of 
intoxicating beverages as not right, since no good fruits come out of it. 


Question 2: How shall this great evil be done away with? 


A “Committe” was selected to answer this question, namely: Elias Riehl 
from Pa., Christian Zuck, Johannes P. Kinig, Sem Kinig, David Zuck, and Jonas 
Zuck. 


Answer to the 2nd question: Since the manufacture of ip. 16) intoxicating 
beverages is considered wrong by the “Conferenz,” our council is that the 
ministers of such congregations where such things are manufactured, should 
apply their very best efforts to do away with such a great evil as soon as 
possible. 


Question 3: Must members have a church letter if they want to participate in 
communion [die Einigkeit zu halten] in another congregation where the 
ministers are in harmony with the “Conferenz,” if the ministers in their home 
congregation are no longer in harmony with the “Conferenz?”"” 


Answer to the third question: They shall ask the ministers of their home 
congregation for a church letter. If none is given, then the ministers of the 


church in Stark County, and once a month went to the Augspurger congregation in Butler County, 
Ohio. In 1900 the “beer Amish“ were instrumental in the organization of a General Conference 
Mennonite Church congregation near Sterling, Ohio now part of the First Mennonite Church, 
Wadsworth, Ohio.—John Umble, “The Oak Grove-Pleasant Hill Amish Mennonite Church in 
Wayne County, Ohio in the Nineteenth Century (1815-1900),” MOR 31 (July 1957), 181-83. See 
Proceedings, 1869, 4 and note 3. 

10. Perhaps this is a reference to the situation in Illinois, now that Joseph Stuckey and his 
followers were no longer part of the conference. 
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congregation where they want to join shall come home with them and see what 
the trouble is. 

The afternoon meeting was then closed by Michael Yoder from Pa., with 
admonition, prayer, and the singing of a song, “Awake my soul.” etc." 


For the day’s closing an impressive talk was given by Michael Yoder, how 
we are all duty bound to thank the loving God for His great love which He has 
manifested to us in so [p. 17) many ways until now. The attentive listeners were 
also earnestly reminded of the journey which we must take here on this side of 
the grave, that we are here on earth only as pilgrims and strangers, that we have 
no permanent abode here, and that we should therefore seek that future one 
which will remain eternally while we are still in the land of preparation. A 
reminder was also made of the great day of revelation of the Lord, where we 
must all appear once for all at the great judgment day, where we will be 
rewarded according to our works. We were also admonished to meditate on the 
manifold benefits of the Lord and instructed to thank Him for them. A point 
was also made about the Caananite woman concerning her great faith, of which 
the Savior said, “Oh woman, your faith is great; be it done as you desire.” 
Wherefore we should examine ourselves whether our faith is anything like hers. 
More similar inspiring points were brought out. Then the afternoon meeting 
was closed. [p. 18] 


Tuesday, the 3'4 of June 
Forenoon Session 


The forenoon session [Sitzung] was opened with singing, admonition, and 
prayer by Christian K. Yoder from Logan County, Ohio. The assembled 
listeners were admonished very earnestly to remember that everything which we 
undertake should be done in the name of the Lord, and that in all things we 
should make the beginning and the end with God. We were also admonished to 
consider what it was that led us to assemble together again this morning hour, 
and each one was challenged to consider that we do not have any permanent 
abode here, but seek a future one. The remark was made that we again have an 
example of this even today, with our young brother who is to be let down into 
the chilly grave this afternoon. Then it was set forth very earnestly that we 
should choose in this wonderful time of grace, while we are still on this side of 
eternity, and what the apostle writes about virtue and modesty, etc., and how the 
loving Lord threatens with punishment if a person will not be warned. pp. 19) 


It was noted further how we should stretch forward toward the goal that has 
been set before us, that is, toward the Word of the Lord, which is our plumbline, 
and how we should walk and equip and prepare ourselves in prayer, etc. 


11. Through the research of the late Martin E. Ressler of Quarryville, Pa., specialist in 
Mennonite and Amish hymnary, it has been determined that the hymnal used in the 1873 and later 
conferences was Eine unparteiische Lieder-Sammlung zum Gebrach beim Oeffentlichen Gottesdienst 
und der Häuslichen Erbauung (Lancaster, Pa.: John Bär’s Sons). The edition used could have been 
any of three—that of 1864, 1867, or 1870 (Martin E. Ressler to Paton Yoder, August, 1983). 
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Question 4: According to the Gospel, may it be allowed that the sisters put 
away the covering of the head entirely, that is, the cap, during prayer and in the 
house of God? 


Various ministers spoke on this question. J. P. Kinig remarked about the 
covering of the woman’s head, that she dishonors her head if she prays or is in 
the worship service with uncovered head. J. P. Kinig expressed himself very 
clearly about this and proved it with the teaching of Paul (I Cor. 11) that it is a 
must that she have her head covered when she prays or prophesies or is in the 
worship service. He noted that it was the same thing as if a male person 
[Mannsperson] would pray or prophesy with a covered head, and whoever does 
that dishonors his head just as much as does the woman with uncovered head. 
Further it was observed that if the woman does not want to cover her head, she 
should also have her hair cut off. But since it looks bad for a woman to have cut 
hair, or be shaven, Paul comes and [p. 20) says very clearly, “Then let her cover 
her head.” 


Elias Riehl expressed himself on the above question by remarking that the 
woman’s head should not be covered halfway, but entirely. His opinion is that 
the commandments of God should be kept not only halfway, but wholly and 
completely. Chairman Samuel Yoder also commented clearly on the above 
question that it was just such people who give offense, who do not remember 
their promise [baptismal vow], etc. 


Since there was no particular work to be taken care of, an impressive 
admonition was given by Michael Yoder from Pa. The attentive listeners were 
very earnestly reminded of what God has done for us through His dear Son 
Jesus Christ. It was also noted emphatically that it is determined for mortals 
once to die and afterward the judgment; that we should consider the difference 
between the children of light and the children of the world, and how one should 
avoid the riches of this world, and what the results are when a person gets 
ensnared in such things. We were also presented with the story of the unjust 
steward, and how we should make jp. 21) friends with mammon and how we 
should be helpful to one another. If a person is not faithful in these small things 
how may one entrust the important things to him? 


Further it was noted from the prophet Isaiah, chapter 58[:7-8], how we 
should feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty and lead the destitute into our 
house, so that our light might break forth like the dawn, and our health improve 
quickly and our righteousness go before us and the glory of the Lord receive us, 
etc. The example of the rich man and poor Lazarus was also presented very 
impressively, and the great difference between the two was shown, and how 
both were rewarded. The rich man’s reward was eternal pain and the reward of 
poor Lazarus was eternal rest in Abraham’s bosom. Still other similar scripture 
passages were discussed. 

After this an admonition was given by Nickolaus König from Fulton County, 
Ohio. The listeners were faithfully reminded of the abundant grace and 
compassion of God, also that we should guard against the evil enemy who tries 
to tempt people in all sorts of ways and means, and to lead [p. 22) them from the 
right way. Also the picture of the small and narrow way was presented, of 
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which the prophet says that the one which leads to the city where the heavenly 
treasures of the godly are stored is very small and narrow. Then it was noted 
that we should hold on fast to Jesus Christ and to what He has done for us poor 
mortals, and will yet do for us if we remain faithful to Him. It was further noted 
that we should always be on guard and on the lookout, and that we must reject 
those things that are contrary to the Word of God if we want to inherit eternal 
life, ete 

The forenoon session was then closed with an admonition by Sebastian Gerig 
from Iowa. Every listener was very earnestly reminded about obedience to God 
as well as the love which each one should have for the other, concerning which 
the Savior teaches and says so much how we should walk in love, which we are 
to demonstrate with our actions, for the reward will be according to the merit of 
our works. Then [the meeting] was closed with singing. 


[Afternoon Funeral] 


In the afternoon at two o’clock the whole assembly gathered in J. K. Yoder’s 
meetinghouse to pay the last 1.23) respects to the young sleeping [in death] 
brother Sem Yoder, and to give him over to the lap of mother earth. A very 
large number of brothers and sisters from near and far followed him to his 
grave. Since the dear Lord has so many ways and means to call people and to 
convince them and does not want anyone to be lost, it seemed He wanted to take 
this opportunity to reveal to the large number who had gathered here the 
nothingness and infirmity of mortals, so that each one was made to see and hear 
that one has no permanent city here, but is only a pilgrim and a stranger on 
earth. 


On this occasion impressive talks were given by several ministers who made 
it very clear to the people what a person may gain in this world of grace for his 
precious soul; but also, on the other hand, what he can lose if he is not on guard 
and on the lookout. J. K. Yoder spoke specifically to the growing young people 
and earnestly admonished those who, with their departed brother, had made a 
covenant with God and the church, to remain faithful to the same, so that when 
the time comes for them to leave this world, they also can, [p. 24) like their brother 
who has [now] gone before them, depart joyfully and confidently and be with 
Christ. 

Also those who had not made a covenant with their God and Creator were 
earnestly admonished not to put off the important step until it is too late, so that 
when death comes they might be prepared and ready for it. 


Wednesday, the 4th of June 
Forenoon Session 
The meeting was opened with singing, admonition, and prayer by David [J.] 
Zuck from Pa. The assembled listeners were admonished very earnestly that we 
have every great reason to thank our great God for His manifold benefits which 
He has already shown to us, in that we have ears to hear and hearts to 
understand the divine counsel and will. We should also use our utmost energy 
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to follow and live according to them, and not give up our hope in the almighty 
God, since He is always willing to help and to forgive if we ask for the same 
with upright hearts. All that we do should be done in His name and in His 
honor. And if we come to Him jp. 25} in childlike trust and cast our burden upon 
Him, then the promise is there that He will care for us. It was also noted that we 
should lift up our minds and thoughts to God and prepare ourselves and get 
ready for eternity through prayer, which can accomplish much if it is fervent, 
etc. 


After this, mention was made by Christian Rupp from Ill. about the 
withdrawal [breaking of fellowship] which took place last fall, October, 1872, 
between the three eastern ministers, J. K. Yoder, J. P. Kinig, and J. Yoder [on 
the one hand] and Joseph Stucky [on the other]. 


Since there is a misunderstanding in the matter and some believe and say that 
the three eastern ministers did not withdraw from J. Stucky, but only the 
western ministers, it was considered appropriate to make the matter clear to 
everyone, so that each might know just how the matter stands. Hereupon J. K. 
Yoder commented very clearly before the meeting and noted that at the last 
“Conferenz” in Indiana [1872] some verses from a poem entitled “The Good 
News,”'* were read to the meeting, the main point and principle of which poem 
was that all people will be saved, and that there will be no eternal agony or pain 
of hell; and [p. 26) at that time it had been declared very clearly and earnestly that 
this was a heresy and absolutely contrary to the Word of God, and very 
detrimental to the youth, in that the godless person can comfort himself thereby 
and silence his bad conscience, as can be seen in the Proceedings booklet of last 
year on pages 21, 22, 23, and 24. Then, as is known, the three above named 
ministers visited the congregations in the West and when they came to Joseph 
Stucky they directed the question to him before they left whether he considered 
the one who wrote the poem entitled “The Good News” as a brother. J. Stucky 
declared that he did, and had also gone to communion [mit zur Einigkeit 
gegangen sei] with him.'” And so the three ministers withdrew from J. Stucky 
in [the matter of] the kiss and in spiritual fellowship." 


Then J. K. Yoder made this statement to the assembly, to wit: That if it is 
clear concerning the head of the congregation, that he is in agreement with the 
above mentioned [heresy], then one must also withdraw from his co-workers." 


One more remark was made about the above by David Zug from Pa., that 
everyone should be very careful and guard against such a heresy, which is 
wholly contrary to the Word [p.27) of God, by which the poor souls of mortals can 


12. See Part II, Doc. 18, for a translation of this poem. 
13. For further explanation of this phrase see Proceedings 1862, note 27. 


14. Reports of this visit to Illinois were made by John P. King (printed in the Herald of Truth) 
and by John K. Yoder. Benjamin Eicher also wrote of being in Illinois at this time. See Part II, Docs. 
19, 20, and 21, for these accounts. 


15. One must conclude that Yoder was pointing his finger at John Stähly, one of Bishop 
Stuckey’s fellow bishops in the North Danvers congregation. Stahly was attending the 1873 
conference and it seems probable that Yoder did not feel that, as a co-worker with Stuckey, Stahly 
should be participating in a conference which had broken fellowship with his senior bishop. 
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be deceived, for there is proof enough in Holy Writ that the godly and righteous 
are promised eternal joy and glory, but the godless, on the other hand, [are 
promised] eternal pain and punishment, as may be seen in Matt. 25; Phil. 3:18, 
19: LU .Pet.s3: Fete: 


After this the forenoon session was closed with singing. 


Afternoon Session 


In the afternoon the meeting was opened with singing. Then earnest counsel 
was offered by various ministers about more extensive [besser] visitation of 
congregations than that which had occurred thus far. It was considered very 
good and edifying to visit the congregations, and asserted that it would produce 
good fruit and be very useful. Johannes P. Kinig declared that it would be in 
accord with the Gospel to go to visit the congregations and that much good 
would come from it in that through such visitation many a lazy or apathetic 
heart might be revived, etc. J. K. Yoder also noted that it would be upbuilding 
to visit the congregations and that it has already done much good; but [p. 28) that 
nevertheless, no minister should be forced to do this, but that the brethren 
should do this voluntarily. He believes that a minister should not wait until he is 
sent for, but that he would feel better if he went out of his own free will, and 
said that he would do so or had already done so. 


Concerning this the chairman declared likewise that it would be good and 
edifying to visit the congregations as already proposed above, and admonished 
the servants of the Lord to be diligent in their office, and noted that he was at 
one and in agreement with that which had been suggested about this matter, and 
that he was duty-bound to visit the western churches if they were at one with 
him. As long as the spirit of liberty is not proclaimed he finds it his duty to visit 
those congregations which are hungry for the Word of God and are at one with 
the general ministers’ meeting [the annual conferences].'® His assistant also 
strongly supported the idea that much good can be done in that way and that it 
can be brought to a better unity [Zusammenhalten] than what has been the case 
thus far. 


The above was then very strongly supported by David Zuck, and also by 
Elias Riehl, that they are in full agreement therewith, that much good can be 
accomplished in [p. 29} this way. Other ministers also supported the idea strongly 
and considered it as very useful and edifying, and if only a single soul would be 
won thereby, that would be worth more than the whole world, etc. 


After this, on the motion of Sebastian Gerig from Iowa to hold the next 
annual ministers’ meeting in Henry County, Iowa, it was voted upon and 
decided by the majority, if the Lord wills and we live, to hold the next annual 
ministers’ meeting in Henry County, Iowa, next year. All ministers, brethren 
and sisters in the United States and Canada who have the desire and love for it 
are invited to attend. 


16. The implications of Chairman Samuel Yoder’s comment about visiting only the 
congregations which are “at one” with the annual conferences are weighty. The centrality of the 
annual conferences is assumed. 
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As a close and farewell of the meeting a very loving admonition was yet 
given by Chairman S[amuel] Yoder, who reminded the listeners very earnestly 
to carry out their duties and to try to put in force and live out everything that we 
have heard and done in these days, while we still have this wonderful 
opportunity to do it, and are yet in the land of preparation and the door of grace 
remains open to work out our salvation and soul’s welfare here. He also noted 
that if anything had happened because of him that was jp. 30) not right, he was 
willing to be set right with God’s Word and would ask for patience. He also felt 
impelled to express his gratitude for all the love which had been shown him in 
the preceding days. More such remarks were made. 


After this his assistant also declared that we all owe thanks to the great God 
for His goodness and faithfulness which he has manifested to us mortal beings 
during these days in which we were assembled here, and [he] also felt very 
thankful for all the love which had been shown to him. He also admonished all 
to try to remember all that which we have heard during these days, and to seek 
to keep in mind and observe them. He noted also that we do not know whether 
we will see each other another time on this side of the grave, but that is really 
not so important as long as we meet and can see each other on the great day of 
eternity, where there will be no more parting, etc. 


Then the chairman reviewed once more all that has happened to us in these 
days and admonished us with instructive principles out of God’s Word to do and 
observe what we hear, and to strive to be faithful servants and workers in the 
vineyard of the Lord, and that everyone jp. 31) perform the [duties of the] office to 
which he is called, etc. After this Joseph Yoder from Ind. was called upon by 
the chairman to give yet one [more] admonition. And since the meeting was 
soon to come to a conclusion, the attentive listeners were reminded very 
lovingly of the farewell, since everyone was thinking of going to his [own] 
home. He noted that if we would not be able to see each other over here 
anymore we should strive so as to be able to see and meet each other again on 
the day of eternity, in eternal joy and glory where there will be no parting 
eternally. But to attain to such happiness, we must be found to be faithful 
workers here in the vineyard of the Lord and enter through the narrow gate and 
always look to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. We must also love 
one another and pray for one another, especially for the ministers and preachers 
who proclaim the Gospel. This love must be sincere, without flaw toward one 
another, for if we have come from death unto life, we do love one another, 
though the world hates us, etc. 


After this, as a closing of the meeting, there [p. 32) followed an instructive 
admonition and prayer by Sem Kinig from Pa. So the listeners were reminded 
very lovingly of the goodness of the Lord and His great longsuffering and of 
His faithful promise which He has promised in His Word. If we gather in His 
name, His promise is that He will be among us and with us. And as the dear 
God blesses us from time to time with earthly prosperity, so during these 
preceding days he has blessed us richly with heavenly goods out of the Word of 
God through His ministers and messengers. It was also presented how we 
should be filled with love for one another, and have forgiving hearts for one 
another, and that we should forgive one another our mistakes, so that we might 
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be found to be children of our heavenly Father and partners of His heavenly 
kingdom. 

It was also forcefully noted about the true living faith, that we should witness 
to it by our actions [Werken], for we cannot please God without a genuine living 
faith, also how we should lower and humble ourselves and bow under the 
powerful hand of God, and how the good God carries us [p. 33) and spares us and 
has patience with us poor mortals, and does not want anyone to be lost, but 
desires that everyone shall have a part in His heavenly kingdom. Then the point 
about visiting the congregations was touched upon once more, that the 
congregations should be visited as much as possible, and that we should not 
weary in doing good while the time of grace is still open. Paul said that he was 
not only prepared to be bound, but was ready also to die in Jerusalem for the 
sake of the name of the Lord Jesus. So also we should be prepared to bear what 
the good Lord lays on us, that we may say from the heart, “The Lord’s will be 
done.” 


Further it was presented about the fleeting pleasures of this world, how we 
should flee from them and use all possible energy to add to our faith virtue, and 
to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, and to temperance patience, 
and to patience godliness, and to godliness brotherly love, and to brotherly love 
charity. For if such are richly with you, says Peter [II Pet. 1:5-8], they will not 
let you be lazy or unfruitful in the knowledge of our [p. 34; Lord Jesus Christ. But 
he who does not have this, he says, is blind and gropes with his hands and 
forgets the cleansing from his former sins. 


Then it was noted further how and in what way we should make our calling 
and election secure, so that we do not stumble, but that the entrance to the 
eternal kingdom will be opened to us; also how we should love one another, be 
patient, and have a good feeling toward each other. And none should judge the 
other, since the Savior has commanded not to judge, and not to love only those 
who love us, but to love our enemies also, and to examine ourselves and to hold 
ourselves ready to fight a good fight that we may complete our run in a knightly 
manner and receive the crown of life, so that when the Lord comes on that great 
day as the lightning from heaven we might be armed and prepared to enter with 
Him into eternal joy and glory. Then it was yet noted how we should conduct 
ourselves and prepare ourselves for an earnest prayer before we separate from 
each other in order to praise and thank God for all the benefits which He has 
shown to us until now, etc. 


Thus, at the close, the meeting turned once more to the [p. 35] throne of grace in 
gratitude and prayer for the blessings of God and His gracious protection and 
fatherly leading. After the prayer the benediction was pronounced by J. K. 
Yoder and the meeting entrusted to the God of all grace, that He might guide 
and lead each one through this vale of tears to a blessed end, and bless and 
promote the work that it might serve to the edification and well-being of the 
church and to the salvation of all our souls. Amen. 


Here the meeting was closed with the singing of the song, “Now Praise God, 
it is finished,” etc. 
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Addendum and Encouragement 


to all bishops [Aeltesten], ministers, brethren and sisters in the Lord, who see 
and read this. 


Now you brethren, ministers, and bishops, let us look back at the twelve 
ministers’ meetings held so far, whether they have not often produced a 
refreshing and an inducement to love and to peace in your hearts, as we often 
met old acquaintances, ministers and brethren, with whom we pp. 36) worked 
together as laborers in the vineyard of the Lord. And if we remain faithful we 
will together [again] receive a wonderful reward in the happy, long and 
unending eternity. But oh, how often one hears people complain, “This and that 
I did not like.” But oh, dear co-workers, let us not become weak, but work the 
more diligently. And if there is something that is not grounded on the true 
foundation and cornerstone, Jesus Christ, then try to straighten it out and not act 
like the servant who hid his pound in a napkin. 


Therefore dear brethren and co-workers in the house of the Lord, it is clear 
enough that, according to the Word of the Lord, peace and holiness can never be 
obtained without a will and desire, and an earnest striving; yes, without a 
genuine pursuit of true brotherly peace, Christian love, and unity. To the 
peacemakers, that is, those who at all times are ready and willing to seek peace 
with a whole heart, blessedness is promised. But where in Holy Writ is there 
comfort or a promise given to those who neither seek nor desire peace? How 
dare anyone insist that it is God’s will p. 37) that such divisions should spring up 
among us, when Paul says: “Let there be no divisions among you, but hold on 
the each other in one mind and in one thought.” 


Well, dear brethren and co-workers, the intention is not to blame anyone, or 
to make an accusation, but only to defend the truth. Therefore, dear brethren 
and sisters in Christ Jesus, let us all live and conduct ourselves with real 
earnestness and diligence, in accordance with the Gospel, which requires that 
we seek after peace, that is, to struggle for it with our whole heart to bring about 
peace and unity, and to prosper the well-being of the church. And let us use all 
our energy and strength to meet again in the name of the Lord (if the Lord so 
wills and we live) next Pentecost, in order to converse with one another face to 
face [miindlich], and report in love and with a gentle spirit and take the Word of 
God as our plumbline in all things and, as the apostle says: Be subject altogether 
one to another, and hold fast to humility. 


Further, you greatly beloved brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus who will see 
and read this, may you all be ip. 3s) commended to God and the Lamb. To this 
end may the almighty God help us to hold fast to our adopted faith which we 
have confessed on bended knee before God and the church and remain with it to 
the end of our lives, and, strengthen and establish us therein through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

Addendum 


Now follows something also that can be useful and edifying for all readers, 
men and women, especially the dear mothers. A part was taken out of a 
Christian tract on the nurture of children. 
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Very truly says this proverb: “As the twig is bent so the tree is inclined.” Oh 
you dear house-mothers; when the tender mind of your children begins to be 
susceptible to outside influences and these surrounding circumstances begin to 
attract their attention, then infinitely much depends on you who have the task of 
giving to their understanding, which is still weak, its [the child’s] first 
impressions, and to their interest its first direction. At this time a mother has 
access to, and influence on, her child’s heart jp. 39) that she has at no other stage 
of life. She it is to whom the child directs his first questions. If it [the child] 
looks at the twinkling stars which shine in the evening heaven, and wants to 
know who made these gleaming things, then that is the time for the mother to 
tell the little questioner of his great Father in heaven, who has created all this 
and sustains it. If thereupon, this presentation to the child widens, then the 
mother should tell him about the Savior, who lay in a crib and died on the cross. 
And if she lays it to night-time slumber, how beautiful it is to bring to a close 
the diligence and care which she had spent on her children the entire day, when 
she teaches it with simple child-like words to commend itself to its heavenly 
Father’s care and keeping. If this golden time passes by, if the days of 
childhood pass away, then of course the mind of the child becomes entirely 
filled with fairy tales or comic songs, so that by the costliest neglect, the 
immortal soul of the child is shamefully brought to ruin. No matter how much 
good comes out of the child, it will not be fitted for heaven. 


Perhaps many a mother excuses herself and says she does not have an 
aptitude for teaching or instruction; but if ip. 40) your child clings on your bosom 
and by words or through a questioning look expresses a request for a nice story, 
you after all know a number of things to tell him. Should you not be able also 
to tell him about him who is at the same time a friend of children and a Savior 
of sinners, since after all the story of his love which adopted us to be a good 
child-like form and servant figure, which is the most powerful story, the most 
worth-knowing story which has ever happened in this world?. But your child 
has a soul which is worth more than a whole world. Whether you led this soul 
to God or from God, this will sometime be asked and exacted of you. 


To be sure, you live in a small quiet circle, but the results of your deeds reach 
out, perhaps already here below, into the big wide world. But surely your deeds 
are now already observed by the eyes of him who never slumbers nor sleeps and 
sees into the secrets of the hearts and homes. Oh dear mothers! your words are 
accepted as pure truth. This: “This my mother told me,” is powerful proof of 
the ample weight that you have in convincing your child of the most vital truths. 


Oh you dear fathers and mothers! Take very great care, you to whom the care 
of your children is so highly and preciously commanded, that you bring them up 
from youth in the admonition of the Lord, for this is the greatest and most noble 
duty of the Christian, that your children learn to fear God, to do right, and be 
saved. Thus the God-fearing Tobias admonished his son’s children when he 
said, “My son, listen to your father, serve the Lord in truth, and be upright 
before him, and be zealous to do that which is pleasing to him and what he has 
commanded.” Teach this to your children that they too give alms, fear God at 
all times and trust him from the whole heart, as we read of the devout Abraham 
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(Gen. 18[:19]) thus: “I know he will command his children and his household 
after him, that they keep the way ofthe Lord and do what is right and good.” 


So teach your children too from childhood up, you dear fathers and mothers, 
and admonish them with the word of the Lord every day, and go before them 
with an irreproachable walk. Teach and admonish them as far as their 
understanding can comprehend and grasp, and remember that devout mother 
whose care and faithfulness to her children was so full of p. 42) blessing that when 
her children lay yet helpless on her lap and she washed them, she raised her 
heart to God, that he would wash them also in the blood of his Son which 
cleanses from all sins. And in the mornings when she dressed them, she 
entreated her heavenly Father that he would clothe them with the cloak of the 
righteousness of Christ. And when she fed them, then it was her prayer, the 
God would feed their souls with the bread of heaven and quench their thirst with 
the water of life. And when she took them with her to God’s house, she 
entreated that the Lord himself might prepare them [to be] the temple and 
dwelling place of his Holy Spirit. And when they went away to day school, she 
accompanied them in spirit on their way with the prayer that their path through 
life might be such as that which shines as a light, which shines and lightens until 
the perfect day. And when she laid them down to rest at night, then it was the 
still small sigh of her heart that their heavenly Father would take them into his 
care and enclose them in his fatherly arms. 


Dear reader, man or woman, here one sees the beneficial results of the quiet 
doings of a mother. Two points in the [p. 43) account of the mother are especially 
noteworthy: namely, that her efforts began already early [in life], and that they 
occurred with trust in the grace of God. She felt that she received her children 
from God and therefore must give account for the way in which she brought 
them up. That mother also knew that her effort would be in vain if God did not 
in grace lend the support of his Spirit. So she depended on him who has the 
hearts of people in his hand, and can guide them as he wills. Yes, dear reader, 
that mother knew well that the Lord is near to them who call on him, and hears 
their cry. Oh how fortunate will such an house and such a family be where the 
passages just described are realized, when the parents bring up their children in 
that way—in the fear of God—and early on lead them to the dear Jesus and not 
let them go out into the vanities and amusements of this world as if there were 
no danger. Oh how much better it would then be with most of the people of 
today, than is now the case. Oh do not delay, for we are called today, and 
tomorrow it may be too late. Oh dear brethren and sisters in Christ, while 
through the neglect of this beautiful and holy duty the most wicked 
consequences jp. 44] originate in families, and even in the church, how much 
greater a force for good could be accomplished in the congregation as well as in 
the family if the above described holy duties were carried out. But oh, dear 
fellow souls traveling toward the long and unending eternity! One must often 
look with pity on the tender young souls lying in the cradle or sitting on their 
mother’s lap, dressed and adorned in pomp and rich array, which cannot 
possibly please God, but is much more an abomination in his eyes. 


Oh you dear fathers and mothers, what a responsibility rests on you! 
Therefore let us observe the call of the faithful man Moses, where he says, “So 
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now take these words into the hearts and into your souls, and bind them for a 
sign upon your hands, so that they are a sign before your eyes. And teach them 
to your children; that you speak of them when you sit in your house, or go by 
the way, when you lie down or when you rise up. And write them upon the 
posts of your house and on your gateposts” (Deut. 11:18-21). Oh how fortunate 
will those be, you precious fathers and [p. 4s) mothers, who have brought up their 
children in the fear of the Lord and in the light of eternity, and in this way have 
fulfilled their duty. Our time which we have here as pilgrims is short, for in the 
midst of life we are in the midst of death, and what we here have fashioned in 
our children and have secured for the welfare of their souls, they and we will 
never regret and will be secured for eternity. 

Oh dear parents, soon your children will have arrived at an age where the 
influence of mother, only very weak, deteriorates, if it was not implanted early 
on. Do you wish also to find a support and a comfort in them when your heads 
are white with age and your bodies lean toward the grave? Then surrender them 
to him who can sanctify and save their souls. 

Herewith you are all commended to God and the Word and his grace. May 
he strengthen, comfort, and keep us and all in the faith which we have embraced 
until the end of our lives, through Jesus Christ, Amen. 


From your very insignificant and weak fellow worker and well-wisher. 
Johannes P. Schmitt [p. 46] 


List of the Names and Addresses of the Ministers Who Attended the Amish 
Mennonite Ministers’ Meeting Held on the 1$t, and ard and 4th of June, 1873, 
in Wayne County, Ohio. 


Name Post Office County 
OHIO 

Johannes K. Yoder Orrville Wayne 
Jonathan Schmucker Orrville Wayne 
David Z. Yoder Orrville Wayne 
Jakob König!’ Orrville Wayne 
Joseph Frey Orrville Wayne 
Johannes Smiley Smithville Stat[ion] Wayne 
Jonathan Zuck Colfax Fairfield 
Jephtha Weis Pettisville Fulton 
Peter Blauch Smithville Wayne 


17. Jacob King (1811-1891), befitting his role as deacon in the host congregation, gathered a 
collection at the conference, as the following “Notice” in the HoT (Sept. 1873), 152, indicates: 


At the collection taken at the Amish Conference, held this year, near Orrville, Ohio, a 
twenty dollar bill was thrown in. Bro Jacob King, who received it, thinks the giver 
probably made a mistake. If so it will be returned to the claimant giving satisfactory 
evidence that he was the giver. 


Nickolaus König 
Jakob F. Naffziger 
Johannes P. Kinig 
Christ. K. Yoder 
Michael Schloneker 
Moses Miller 
David Peachey 
David Maury 

Jakob Troyer 


David Zuck 
Michael Yoder 
Elias Riehl 
Johannes Esch 
Samuel Yoder 
Sem Kinig 


Joseph Yoder 
David Hertzler 
Christian Werrey 
Joseph Borntrager 


Joh. P. Schmitt 
Daniel Steinman 
Joseph Gascho 
Johannes Stahly 
Jacob Zehr 
Christian Rupp 
Christian Naffziger 
Johannes Biirky 
Andreas Biirky 
Christian Schlögel 
Joseph Bürky 


Sebastian Gerig 
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Pettisville Fulton 
Archbold Fulton 
West Liberty Logan 
West Liberty Logan 
Louisville Stark 
Schanesville Holmes 
Berlin Holmes 
Marimo Stark 
Orrville Wayne [p. 47] 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allensville Mifflin 
Mattawama [sic] Mifflin 
Lewisburg Union 
Spruce Hill Juniata 
Belleville Mifflin 


New Wilmington Lawrence 


INDIANA 
Bristol 
Ligonier 
Lima 
Eden Mills 


ILLINOIS 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Danvers 
Danvers 
Hudson 
Hopedale 
Tremont 
Morton 
Chenoa 
Providence 


IOWA 
Marshall 


Elkhart 
Noble 
Lagrange 
Lagrange 


McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
McLean 
Bureau 


Henry 


Amish Mennonite Ministers’ Meetings 


Bericht der Verhandlungen, 
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Amishen Mennoniten = Dienerfchnft, 


gehalten am 21.,25.,26.,1. 27, Mai 1874, 
auf tent Mobnplak von 


Yohaunes Conrad, Wafhington Co., Jotvn, 


Elfhart Gndiana 
Gebdbrud‘ von John J Funk & Bruder 
1874. 
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THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1874 


Report of the Proceedings of the Thirteenth annual Ministers’ Meeeting of 
the Amish Mennonite Ministry, Held on the 24th, 25th, 26th, and 27th of May, 
1874, at the home of Johannes Conrad,' Washington Co., Iowa 1p.3) 


Report of the Proceedings of the Thirteenth Annual Gathering of the Amish 
Mennonite Ministry and Brotherhood 


Sunday, the 24th of May, 1874 


In accordance with the decision made at last year’s conference 
[Rathsversammlung] at Pentecost in 1873, to hold the [next] annual conference 
of the Amish Mennonite brotherhood in Henry or Washington County, Iowa,’ 
there assembled on the 24th of May’ a considerable number of ministers, as well 
as many brethren and sisters, and others,* at the home of Johannes Conrad, in 
Washington County, Iowa, where services were held two times. The morning 
meeting was opened with admonition and prayer by Sem Kinig from Lawrence 
County, Pa. Then Samuel Yoder from Pa. gave a powerful and stirring sermon 
[Predigt] about the solemn observance of Pentecost, which was amply 
witnessed to ip. 4) by Andreas Rupp from Ill. and Nickolaus Kinig from Fulton 
County, Ohio. 


In the afternoon the meeting was opened with admonition and prayer by 
Joseph Bürky from Bureau County, Ill., and then a penetrating and very 
powerful message was presented by J. K. Yoder, from Wayne County, Ohio, 
through which, by the gracious blessing of God, the meeting was richly fed. 
Then ample witness was given to the message by Christian Schlegel from 


1. The host congregation on Sugar Creek had erected a meetinghouse in 1871. However, 
according to Anna Bechler Zimmerman (1861-1955), who was then a girl of twelve, “the church was 
too small to accommodate the crowd, so Mother’s cousin, John Conrad, offered the use of his large 
barn.”—Anna B. Zimmerman, (ed. Leona Zimmerman Ahrens) Conrad-Bechler-Zimmerman Family 
History (1955), 19. John Conrad (1828-1908) and his first wife Sarah Kurtz (1828-1892) with their 
five children still at home hosted the conference.—Conrad Family Tree From 1753-1910, 15-17. 


2. The invitation to the conference was printed in the HoT (April 1874), 72, under the title 
“Amish Conference:” 
The Amish brethren will hold their conference in Henry County, Iowa, on Whitsuntide. 
The nearest stations are Mt. Pleasant and Washington. On Friday and Saturday previous, 
conveyances will be at both places for those attending. All the brethren and sisters are 
cordially invited. 
3. A reporter described the first day of conference in the Mount Pleasant, Iowa, Free Press (May 
24, 1874). As reprinted in Melvin Gingerich, “Amish Ministers’ Meeting,” MHB (Dec. 1942), 1, 4. 
This description may be found in Part III, Doc. 22. 


4. Among the estimated 1,000 persons attending the conference was Joseph Baechler (1810- 
1878), of the Gridley Prairie congregation (now the Waldo Mennonite Church) in Livingston 
County, Illinois. He was considered “a faithful brother in the Amish Church,” although three of his 
four children had joined the Stuckey Amish. He lodged in the home of his younger brother, Christian 
Bechler (1827-1893), a preacher in the Eicher congregation.—Zimmerman, Conrad-Bechler- 
Zimmerman, 21; Grace Hildy Croft Christensen, comp., Lineage and Descendants of Joseph Sommer 
and Elizabeth Barbe Garber (Provo, Utah: 1991), 147-49. 
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Livingston County, Ills., and Christian Nafziger from Tazewell County, Ills. 
After the prayer the meeting was closed for the day with singing. 


Monday, the 25th of May 
Forenoon Session 


The meeting was opened with admonition and prayer by J. P. Kinig from 
Logan County, Ohio, in which he described the purpose of the meeting very 
carefully, and also explained particularly the responsibility of the minister with 
a sharp warning and admonition. Then upon the suggestion of Joseph Schlegel 
from Henry County, Iowa, J. K. Yoder from Wayne County, Ohio, was 
nominated as chairman and unanimously elected by the ministers, and Christian 
Schlegel from Livingston County, Ills., was added as assistant. Then Georg Z. 
Boller from Noble County, Ind., and Paul P. i. sı Hershberger from Johnson 
County, Iowa, were unanimously elected as secretaries. After this the rules of 
order of the ninth ministers’ meeting were read to the public assembly and 
accepted. They run as follows: 


1. We wish God’s grace, peace, and mercy in Jesus Christ, and the 
supporting power of the Holy Spirit to all brethren and sisters, and to all God- 
seeking souls as well. 


Let us now be upright in love and grow in every way in Him who is the 
Head, Christ, in whom the whole body is put together, and one member holds to 
the other, so that one assists the other, each in his own way, so that the body 
may grow in its self-improvement, and all of this in love—for love is the bond 
of perfection—and offer up in your faith a virtue and a good ordering, for God 
is a God of order [der Ordnung], so that no one may take offense or be 
scandalized. 

2. The meeting is to be held in order to build ourselves up on the foundation 
of God’s Word and not in order to make laws [Gesetze] or rulings [Beschlüße] 
contrary to the Gospel. 

3. Every minister shall be permitted to express himself publicly. [p. 6] 

4. Only one person shall speak at the same time, and it is to be carefully 
observed that no one disturb the speaker or interrupt him. 

5. The chairman and his assistant shall be permitted to discipline all 
mumblings and all disturbances. 

6. Every minister who wants to join this gathering as a co-worker may not 
refuse to present his gift [of admonishing or preaching] which he has received 
from the Lord, at the request of the chairman. 

7. Every minister who wants to express himself shall arise and speak loudly 
and clearly. 

8. All items [Artikel] to be discussed at this meeting shall be presented in 
writing. 

9. It shall be the right of the chairman and his assistant to withhold any items 
or questions which might be brought to them which they do not deem helpful or 


edifying. 


EE 
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10. It shall be the chairman’s duty to enforce all the [procedural] regulations 
which are made here. 


The proceedings may continue from day to day according to the pleasure of 
the majority of the ministers. 


May the Lord give His blessing and His success through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


Addendum 


1. It is decided that all proceedings [Verhandlungen] of former meetings 
which were brought to a conclusion remain jp. in force, unless a scriptural proof 
is presented to the general assembly that those which are not being enforced are 
unscriptural. 


2. No minister who is a member of the meeting? shall have the right to make 
any changes afterward unless he hands in to the meeting a scriptural proof that 
they [the rulings] are unscriptural or deviate from the Word of God and in that 
way are detrimental. 


Then the chairman admonished and warned the ministers sharply against 
helping to make a ruling and then not abiding by it. Then a request from the 
Michigan congregation was read to the meeting as follows: 


Michigan congregation, the gth of May, 1874 


A greeting of love and peace to all ministers who see this and hear it read, 
along with a request that you will remember us in prayer, which we also want to 
do [for you]. Further we witness with this that we have held a council of the 
congregation about ordaining a bishop [Bischof] and came to a unanimous 
decision to send a request to the [ministers’] meeting to send men here who are 
qualified to perform this task. Signed by Christian Warrey, Abraham Troyer, 
and Gideon Yoder.° ip. 8} 


Then John P. Kinig and also Christian Schlégel responded to the above 
request that it was necessary to send them aid. With this the morning session 
was Closed with singing. 


Afternoon Session 


The afternoon session was opened with singing. After that a mutual 
discussion by many ministers about the conditions in the surrounding 
congregations’ opened up, at which, on request, the essay written by J. K. Yoder 


5. The German words here are: Ein Mitglied dieser Versammlung—suggesting a sort of delegate- 
to-the-conference status by virtue of one’s ordination to the ministry. 

6.For an account of the Michigan Congregation see Proceedings, 1872, notell. Christian Warye 
served as a deacon there and at Pretty Prairie. Abraham Troyer (1849-1913) and Gideon Yoder 
(1826-1906) were members of the congregation. Gideon Yoder was the brother of Joseph Yoder who 
was ordained as the bishop for the Michigan congregation. 

7. Perhaps this was the day of the confrontation between Benjamin Eicher and John K. Yoder, 
described in The Mennonites in Iowa, 109 as follows: 

Benjamin Eicher was present, and a discussion took place between him and Elder John K. 
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and copied into the [Proceedings] booklet of the ninth ministers’ meeting [1870, 
pp. 19-24] was read and discussed at length. Then there was some more talk 
about the above request from Michigan and it was decided unanimously to send 
them help—that men should be sent to fulfill their request—provided nothing 
serious prevents. J. P. Kinig and Christian Schlegel were chosen to carry out 
this assignment.° Then a question was read as follows: 


Question 1: According to God’s Word, may a member of the church be put 
into the ban and [then] be restored again on the same day? The following 
council was appointed to consider this question, namely: Sem Kinig from 
Lawrence County, Pa., Samuel Yoder from Pa., Johannes Schmelzer’ from 
Ohio. 

Answer from Christian Rupp from Ills., and Nikolaus Kinig from Ohio: To 
the above question we answer: No. But [p. 9] there was considerable discussion 
concerning special circumstances in time of need. 


Unanimously accepted. 


Question 2: May it be permitted, or is it right and scriptural, when a minister 
has been silenced because of a mistake in his ministry, that he be kept back year 
after year, if he has repented of his act and is willing to make everything right, 
especially when a large part of the congregation wants to see him restored? The 
following council was chosen for this question, namely: Christian Nafziger from 
Ills., Johannes P. Kinig from Ohio, Jakob Kenegy from Missouri, Andreas and 
Peter Rupp from Ills. Then followed some admonitions from Jacob Yoder from 
Hickery County, Missouri, Christian Stucky from Fulton County, Ohio, Joseph 
Borntrager from Ind., Johannes Nafziger from Ills., and Jephtha Weis from 
Fulton Conty, Ohio. 


Answer to the 2nd question: We do not consider it right to abandon a 
minister like that; much more we enjoin that as soon as possible after he has 
corrected his failure that he be installed again in his ministry. This answer was 
read and unanimously adopted. After an extended speech, admonition, and 
prayer by Jacob Kenagy from Cass County, Missouri, and singing, the meeting 
was closed for the day. ir. 10) 


Yoder of Wayne County, Ohio, concerning Eicher’s coat which was fitted with buttons 
instead of hooks and eyes, although the Amish articles of discipline still required the 
wearing of hooks and eyes instead of buttons. Yoder insisted that a minister should wear 
clothing which would make it possible for anyone to distinguish between a preacher and 
a lawyer and a banker. This discussion did not however, lead to any official action on the 
part of the conference, and the minutes of the meeting do not even mention the 
controversy. 


But the division between the Eicher Amish and the Amish Mennonites was now 
complete. 
8. This led to the ordination of Joseph Yoder (1822-1908), who had been a minister in the Barker 
Street congregation since 1868. —Central Conference, 129. 


9. No minister by the name of Johannes Schmelzer appears on the roster and the name was not 
ethnically Amish. It is likely that Johannes Smiley from Ohio is intended. 
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Tuesday, the 26th of May 
Forenoon Session 


The forenoon meeting was opened with singing, admonition, and prayer by 
Sem Kinig from Lawrence County, Pa., who uged love and tolerance of people 
very clearly and lovingly. 


Question 3: Is it in accord with the [teachings of] the apostles to select a man 
as bishop [Bischof] who was once disciplined with the ban because of adultery? 
A council was appointed to answer this question, namely: Johannes Schmeily 
from Ohio, Samuel Yoder from Pa., Christian Rupp from Ills., Nickolaus Kinig 
from Ohio, and Joseph Gascho from IIs. 


Answer to the 3° question: We do not consider it as apostolic. [But] 
because the answer of the above council to the question was not unanimously 
accepted, considerable was said and it was thought best by the chairman and 
several other ministers to leave this question until the next [annual] meeting, or 
at another time,'® and not rush the matter, since the opinions are somewhat 
varied. 


Question 6:'' The sixth question was read as follows: When things happen in 
the congregation which result in [p. 11) offence or vexation, is it the duty of the 
bishop [Aeltesten], when it is told to him or when he finds it out for himself, to 
disclose those things to the congregation? A council was appointed for this 
question, namely: Andreas Rupp from Ills., Valentin Neuhauser from Ills., and 
Sem Kinig from Pa. 


Answer to the 6th question: We understand it to be the duty of the bishop to 
report it to the congregation and that they rebuff the offence. 


Then a very clear and ample admonition was given by Joseph Bürkey from 
Ills. A penetrating talk was also given by Sebastian Gerig from Iowa, in which 
the dear listeners were fed and filled with the love of Jesus, etc. Then followed 
penetrating talks by J.P. Kinig and Joseph Schlegel from Iowa, who pointed to 
the maxim: Zion is firmly grounded and glory is preached in Zion. Then 
[followed] yet another earnest admonition by Peter Rupp from IIIs. 


Following that a writing was read by the chairman as a question and a 
request, and runs as follows: Since there are divisions of such a kind that they 
bring harm to other congregations and cause agitation, in that their ministers 
from both sides travel around and are accepted by almost all ministers in peace, 
could not this meeting take the love of God as a reason for giving instruction 
and counsel to the [p. 12] ministers on both sides, or visit such congregations and 
heal these rifts? Or is there absolutely no more balm or salve in Gilead 
anymore? Or is there absolutely no way of healing and is everything in vain? 
You dear co-workers, do concern yourselves about this matter. This is the 
request of the writers.” '? 


10. This question was not addressed in 1875 or in any subsequent meeting. 
11. There is no record of a fourth or fifth question preceding this sixth question. 


12. Perhaps this plea was written by persons in Iowa caught in the division between Benjamin 
Eicher and the other Iowa ministers. 
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As a closing for the day a forceful admonition and prayer were given by 
Christian Rupp from Ill. 


Wednesday, the 27th of May 
Forenoon Session 


First the meeting was opened with singing. Then an admonition and prayer 
by Samuel Yoder from Pa. followed. Since there was nothing special on hand, a 
song was sung, and an admonition was delivered by Johannes Schmeily from 
Ohio and others by Joseph Gascho from Ill., and by Johannes Gunde[n] from 
Iowa. Then the above writing about the divisions was read again by the 
chairman. There was considerable talk and discussion about this, that the 
ministers should make every effort with writing and visiting where there are 
such divisions, and that both sides should seek impartially for good ways to heal 
the rifts, especially for this year until the next “Conferenz.” At that time [p.13) 
perhaps men can be sent out to promote peace and harmony, that is if the Lord 
wills and we live. May the dear Lord bestow on us his merciful grace, that the 
true balm of Gilead, that is, the love of God, might be found for [the promotion 
of] peace and for the edifying of the church. Then the morning session was 
closed. 


Afternoon Session 


After the singing Chairman J. K. Yoder gave his farewell talk on the text: For 
I know that I must soon lay aside this tabernacle (II Pet. 1:14). He gave a very 
earnest talk to all listeners about that, and at the end, to the youth. After this his 
assistant, C. Schlegel, also gave his farewell talk on love and peace, etc., and 
expressed great appreciation for the love and the good order which the dear 
brethren and sisters have manifested during this meeting. After that there 
followed a very impressive and earnest talk by Jacob Kenagy from Missouri, as 
well as by J. P. Kinig about the first love, and: God is love, etc. 


As a closing and leave-taking of the assembly an urgent talk was given by 
Samuel Yoder from Pa., based on the text: God is a light (I John 1:5); also about 
the duties of parents toward their children. After the prayer the 1.14) benediction 
was pronounced and a farewell song was sung and the meeting was closed for 
this session [Sitzung]. 


Since there had not been any specific invitation or request for the next annual 
meeting, no arrangements were made here [for such]. But it was thought that a 
congregation would be willing and a way found so that we could announce it in 
the Herold der Wahrheit. Soon thereafter the ministers and brethren from 
Tazewell County, Ill., decided unanimously, along with the counsel of other 
ministers, that the next annual ministers’ meeting should be held at Pentecost, 
1875, in Tazewell County, Ill., if we live and the Lord wills. fp. 15) 
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List of the Names and Adresses of the Ministers Who Attended the Amish 
Mennonite Ministers’ Meeting on the Week of Pentecost [1874], in Washington 
County, Iowa 


Name Post Office County 
OHIO 
Johannes K. Yoder Orrville Wayne 
Johannes Smiley Smithville Stat[ion] Wayne 
Jephtha Weis Pettisville Fulton 
Christian Stucky Elmira Fulton 
Nikolaus Kinig Pettisville Fulton 
Johannes P. Kinig West Liberty Logan 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Sem Kinig New Wilmington Lawrence 
Samuel Yoder Belleville Mifflin 
INDIANA 
Joseph J. Borntrager Eden Mills Lagrange 
Georg Z. Boller Ligonier Noble 
ILLINOIS 
Christian Schlegel Chenoa Livingston 
Christian Rupp Hudson McLean jp.16] 
Joseph Gasho [sic] Gridley McLean 
Valentin Neuhauser Gridley McLean 
Johannes Burky Fremont Tazewell 
Daniel Roth Morton Tazewell 
Christian Nafziger Hopedale Tazewell 
Johannes Nafziger Hopedale Tazewell 
Peter Rupp Pekin Tazewell 
Andreas Rupp Pekin Tazewell 
Joseph Bürky Providence Bureau 
IOWA 
Paul P. Hershberger Iowa City Johnson 
Joseph Schlögel Marshall Henry 
Sebastian Gerig Marshall Henry 
Joseph Roth Trenton Henry 
Johannes V. Gundi [sic] Trenton Henry 
MISSOURI 
Jakob Yoder Wheatland Hickory 
Jakob Kenagy Fast Lima Cass 
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der vierzehnten jährlichen 


Diener - Berfammlung 


— her — 


Amifhen Mennoniten: Dienerfchaft, 
gehalten am 16., 17., 18., und 19. Mat 1875, 


auf tem Webhnylag von Chriftian Cutter, vier Meilen von 


Hopedale, Tazewell Co., SI. 


Glthart, Gndiana 
Gebrudtyron der Mennonitifhen Verlagshandlung. 
1875. 
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THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1875 


Report of the Proceedings of the Fourteenth Annual Ministers’ Meeting of 
the Amish Mennonite Ministry, Held on the 16th, 17th, ıgth, and 19th of May, 
1875,' at the Home of Christian Sutter,” Four Miles from Hopedale, Tazewell 
County, Ill. ip. 3; Report of the Proceedings of the Fourteenth Annual Gathering 
of the Amish Mennonite Ministry and Brotherhood. 


To report that it was considered good by Christian Nafziger and his 
congregation to hold this year’s annual ministers’ meeting of the Amish 
Mennonite brotherhood in Tazewell County, Ill. 


1. Of the minutes of the respective annual conferences, those of the 1875 conference are the 
longest. Second in length are the 1873 minutes. One suspects that the length of these two sets of 
minutes is due to the facile pen of John P. Schmitt, who was one of the secretaries for both of these 
years. Schmitt, or his co-secretary, was careful to record more fully those many impromptu 
exhortations which were delivered in these conferences than were other secretaries. In terms of 
conference routine it may be noted that all business was completed by sometime on Tuesday 
afternoon. The proceedings for the last day (Wednesday) constitute about one-third of the entire 
minutes, but indicate only singing, prayer, many admonitions, announcements, and a benediction. 
The routine or ritual of closing on that Wednesday morning may seem quite tedious to the modern 
reader. The conference may have closed by noon time, for there is no indication of an afternoon 
session. 


2. Christian Sutter (1823-1899) and his second wife, Barbara Steinman Augsburger (1829-1911) 
hosted the conference with their children at home: Christian N. Sutter (1853-1932), John Sutter 
(1856-1879), Magdalena Sutter (1858-1948), and Fannie Augsburger (1869-1947). The meetings 
were held in a barn erected in 1868. The barn frame was made of pine shipped by rail to Atlanta, 
Illinois, and the foundation was natural stone from Joliet, Illinois. The barn measured 40 feet by 60 
feet, with a hay mow on two levels. 


Magdalena Sutter Hieser, then 17 years old, told her children later that the barnyard was full of 
rigs and spring wagons all during the week of conference. The menu for the meals was primarily 
bread, butter, jelly, and coffee. Attenders stayed in the Sutter home, in other homes, and in the barns 
of other homes.—Estella Glaser, ““The Christian Sutter Barn: A Symbol of Our Roots,” Typescript, 
Oct. 1977, 2-3, original in possession of Thomas Yoder, Normal, Ill., Thomas Yoder, “The Sutter 
Barn: Progress and History,” MH (March 1978), 1, 4-6; “Sutter’s Barn: An Historic Symbol,” MH 
(March 1977), 6. 


3. A notice about the conference appeared under the heading, “Annual Conference of the Amish 
Mennonite Church,” HoT (March 1875), 40. 


The annual Conference of the Amish Mennonite Church will commence the present year 
on Whitsunday, May 16th, near Hopedale, Tazewell County, Illinois. All the Brethren 
and ministers, both in the United States and Canada, are cordially invited to meet with us 
at that time. Those coming from the east will come over the Bloomington and 
Jacksonville Division, to Hopedale. Those coming from the west will come by way of 
Peoria, and there take the Illinois and Midland Railroad to Minter, where they will be 
received by the brethren. 


CHRISTIAN NAFFZIGER 
Hopedale, Ill. 


Another announcement appeared in the HoT (April 1875), 57 under the title “Conferences.” 
The Annual Conference of the Amish Mennonite Church will meet on Whit-Sunday, in 
Tazewell County, Ill. The Conference will continue from day to day until the business of 
the Conference is disposed of. 
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Sunday, the 16th of May 


Accordingly a large number* of ministers (also brethren’ and sisters and 
others® were present) gathered today at the home of Christian Sutter in Tazewell 
County, Ill., where worship services were held two times. The forenoon 
meeting was opened with singing and a powerful introductory talk and prayer 
by John K. Yoder from Wayne Couunty, Ohio. Then came a splendid sermon 
[Predigt] by Jacob Stucky of McPherson County, Kansas, about the solemn 
observance of Pentecost, which was strongly witnessed to by Johannes P. Kinig 
from Ohio and Christian Ropp from Ill. At the close the assembly was led in 
prayer by Jacob Stucky, ip. 4) through which, with the blessing and support of 
God, many God-loving souls were fed and revived, and the tired and lazy hearts 
were reminded very forcefully of their duties, and the trumpets on the walls of 
Zion were clearly sounded, so that every listener who was hungry and ae for 
it could be filled in his soul. 


It was noted in “The Country: Danvers,” Bloomington [Illinois] Pantagraph, (May 17, 1875), 3, 
col. 4, that “quite a number of Mennonites arrived here [in Danvers] from Pennsylvania Friday [May 
14]. They come to attend the general conference of the Mennonite church, to be held near Hopedale 
this week.” Only one minister—Samuel Yoder—is listed as in attendance from Pennsylvania. There 
must have been laymen, “brethren and sisters,” who also came from Pennsylvania to the conference. 
They probably came to Danvers because of the large population of Pennsylvania Amish that lived 
near Danvers, most of whom were supporters of Joseph Stuckey. 


4. One estimate of the number of people attending the conference on Sunday, May 16, 1875 was 
“between three and four thousand.”—”Neighboring Counties: Hopedale,” Bloomington [Illinois] 
Pantagraph, (May 19, 1875), p. 3, col. 4: 

The General Conference now in session at Mr. Soters, near here is the largest meeting we 
have ever had in this vicinity. Last Sunday between three and four thousand people were 

“ in attendance. They came from all quarters with their teams, provisions and feed. The 
exercises were entirely religious, until the latter part of the week, when they attend to the 
business of the church, closing probably on Saturday. On Sabbath last a minister from 
Prussia, spoke on the subject of the resurrection. The sermon was listened to with great 
admiration, and the best of order prevailed. 


5. One of the brethren attending was Christian Erismann (1835-1905), the one-armed 
schoolteacher. Between May 15 and May 29, 1875, he wrote in his journal: 


Next week there will be no school for the conference, held yearly by the Amish 
Mennonites, is here at Christian Sutter’s; I will attend if God wills. 


I held no school the previous week, because I was at the conference four days and 
after that I was with my brother. On Sunday I attended our church where, with God’s 
help, we enjoyed the communion service which our Lord and Savior instituted as his 
memorial. 


There were many people at the conference, there from east and west. There were also 
two preachers there from our Russian immigrant brethren: namely Jacob Stucky from 
Kansas and [Johannes] Schragg from Dakota. I was well pleased, particularly the first and 
last day. Oh! if only it would come so far that the different parties of Mennonites would 
be united.—”Kurtze Lebensbeschreibung und Tagebuch von Christian Erismann,” 181- 
82, AMC. 


6. One of the “others” was a reporter from a local newspaper, who attended the service on 
Sunday, May 16, 1875. His report, a copy of which can be found in Part II, Doc. 23, was entitled 
“The Mennonites,” and appeared in the Delavan (Illinois) Times (May 22, 1875), 3. 
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In the afternoon the meeting was again opened with singing, and a powerful 
introductory talk and prayer by Samuel Yoder from Pa. Afterward, under God’s 
rich blessing, the doctrine of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ alone was 
lovingly presented by Johannes Schrack from [the territory of] Dakota’ under 
God’s rich blessing and earnestly witnessed to by Andreas Ropp and Christian 
Risser from Ill. Then the meeting was led in prayer and the benediction 
pronounced by Johannes Schrack, after which the meeting was closed for the 
day. 


Monday, the 17th, Forenoon 


The meeting was opened with singing, admonition, and prayer by Joseph 
Yoder from Michigan. As he explained the purpose of the meeting, he 
admonished very lovingly how all of us have reason to thank God for His grace 
and support which He has granted us again last night and has awakened us safe 
and sound from the natural sleep, and then referred to ip. sı what Paul said of the 
awakening from the sleep of sin as the awakening from [spiritual] death, and 
about receiving enlightenment through Christ, along with other appropriate 
remarks. 


Then upon the suggestion of Christian Nafziger from Tazewell County, Ill., 
Johannes P. King was nominated and chosen as chairman and Johannes Smiley 
from Wayne County, Ohio, as assistant.* Then Johannes P. Schmitt from 
Livingston County, Ill., and Joseph Burky’ from Tazewell County, Ill., were 
elected as secretaries. 


After that the rules of procedure of the ninth ministers’ meeting were read to 
the public meeting and adopted. They run as follows: We wish God’s grace, 
peace, and mercy in Jesus Christ, and the supporting power of the Holy Spirit to 
all brethren and sisters, and to all God-seeking souls as well. 


Let us now be upright in love and grow in every way in Him who is the 
Head, Christ, in whom the whole body is put together, and one member holds to 
the other, so that one assists the other, each in his own way, so that the body 
may grow in its self-improvement, and all of this in love—for love is the bond 
of perfection—and offer up in your faith, ip. 6) virtue and a good ordering, for 


7. It was probably by design that two ministers from the new Swiss Volhynian Amish Mennonite 
settlements in McPherson County, Kansas and Turner County, Dakota Territory were selected to 
preach the principle sermons on Pentecost Sunday. Then too, these two locations marked the western 
extremities of Amish settlements in the United States. 


8. Ten-year-old Andrew Nafziger (1864-1945), the son of the local bishop Christian Nafziger 
was present at this session of the conference. He later told his son that he remembered how 
impressed he was when the chairman was chosen. He said that John Smiley was first nominated as 
the chairman, but John P. King disapproved of Smiley serving in this way. Smiley asked the group if 
they would approve of King serving as the chairman. They approved and King was made chairman 
and Smiley assistant (Interview, Arthur W. Nafziger, Hopedale, Illinois, 10 July 1985). This incident 
supports other evidence that John P. King, along with John K. Yoder and Samuel Yoder (the latter of 
Mifflin County, Pa.) tended to dominate the proceedings of these annual conferences. 

9. Probably this was the Joseph Birkey (1828-1906) who was living in Boynton Township, 
Tazewell County, Illinois and who would be ordained as a deacon in the hosting Delavan Prairie 
congregation in 1877.—GW (Dec. 26, 1906), 624. 
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God is a God of order [der Ordnung], so that no one may take offense or be 
scandalized by you. Second, the meeting is to be held in order to build 
ourselves up on the foundation of God’s Word and not in order to make laws 
[Gesetze] or rulings [Beschlüsse] contrary to the Gospel. 

Third, every minister shall be permitted to express himself publicly. Fourth 
only one person shall speak at the same time, and it is to be carefully observed 
that no one disturb the speaker or interrupt him. Fifth, the chairman and his 
assistant shall be permitted to discipline all mumblings and all disturbances. 
Sixth, every minister who wants to join this gathering as a co-worker may not 
refuse to present his gift [of admonishing or preaching] which he has received 
from God, at the requst of the chairman. Seventh, every minister who wants to 
express himself shall arise and speak loudly and clearly. Eighth, all items 
[Artikel] to be discussed at this meeting shall be presented in writing. Ninth, it 
shall be the right of the chairman and his assistant to withhold any items or 
questions which might be brought to them which they do not deem helpful or 
edifying. 

Tenth, it shall be the chairman’s duty to enforce all the [procedural] 
regulations which are made here. The proceedings may continue from day to 
day according to the p. 7) pleasure of the majority of the ministers. 


May the Lord give His blessing and His success through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
Addendum 


First, it is decided that all proceedings [Verhandlungen] of former meetings 
which were brought to a conclusion remain in force, unless a scriptural proof is 
presented to the general assembly that those which are not being enforced are 
unscriptural. Second, no minister who is a member of the meeting'® shall have 
the right to make any changes afterward unless he hands in a scriptural proof 
that it [the ruling] is unscriptural or deviates from the Word of God and in that 
way would prove to be detrimental. 


After this Jonathan [P.] Schmucker, Ind., delivered a very impressive address 
by which the assembly was strongly admonished, and the purpose and objective 
of their coming together was clearly set forth. Then the question was put to 
each listener whether edification, discussion, and the promotion of the salvation 
of our souls was the purpose of this meeting. Then there was an earnest review 
of what had already been presented and preached to us yesterday for the pp. s] 
welfare and salvation of our souls. Then a beautiful presentation was made of 
the temple in Jerusalem, how the dear Savior drove the people out of the temple, 
by which each listener was made conscious of what kind of lesson can be 
applied to ourselves, that is, that each one of us might cleanse our [own] body 
and temple, and examine himself to see whether he is preparing a dwelling place 
where the dear God would desire to live, and thereby accept us as His children 
and receive us as joint heirs of the eternal and heavenly kingdom. It was 
emphasized that anyone who has a hunger and thirst therefore could revive his 


10. The German words here are: Ein Mitglied dieser Versammlung—suggesting a sort of 
delegate-to-the-conference status by virtue of one’s ordination to the ministry. 
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soul through the messages and sermons from God’s Word, and more such 
Scripture passages. 


Then Moses Stutzman from Ohio was called upon to give an admonition and 
to feed the listeners further with the Word of the Lord. It was noted very 
earnestly that all of us are duty bound to thank the dear Lord for His many 
benefits which He has bestowed upon us, and clearly explained how we may be 
happy with one another already here in this world, and how much more in that 
joyful eternity where there will be no more parting. The great joy of which the 
apostle speaks was referred to here, which no eye has seen and no ear has heard 
and which has come into no mortal’s heart, which God has prepared for those 
who love [p. 9} him, where we will meet our dear parents, brothers, sisters, 
acquaintances, and relatives again, and where there will be no more parting, and 
more such fitting and edifying passages. 


Thus the forenoon meeting was closed to the praise and honor of God with 
the song, page 15, “Praise and Honor to the Highest Treasure.”'' 


Afternoon Meeting 


The afternoon meeting was opened with song, page 172, “Dearest Jesus, We 
are Here.” Then the songs on pages 139 and 131 were sung. 


After that the first question was presented to the meeting, and runs as 
follows: 


According to God’s Word, is it right for a brother to be a stockholder in a 
bank and borrow money on low interest and then loan it out again with high 
interest? For this the following “Comite” was appointed: Johannes Burki from 
Ill., Samuel Yoder from Pa., Christian Schlögel from Ill., Johannes J. [should be 
K.] Yoder from Ohio, and Jonathan Schmucker from Ind., which “Comite” 
drew up the following ruliing: 


In the first place, we consider it to be contrary to the Gospel to be a 
stockholder in a bank. Secondly, we consider it contrary to the Gospel to 
borrow money at low pp. 10] interest and lend it out again at high interest. We 
consider it to be unjust because usury is thereby practiced. 


After this Joseph Gascho was called upon by the chairman to give an 
admonition. First he declared he had no excuse not to respond to the summons. 
He stated that we are all duty-bound to thank God for His goodness, for we have 
already been richly fed in our souls with the Word of the Lord, and noted how 
the dear Savior had fed five thousand. He also remarked about the elderly 
Simeon and his activities, and also about Lydia, the seller of purple, and of her 
open heart, and also remarked how yesterday we were so richly admonished 
through the Spirit of God by the unfamiliar ministers from a distance. Nor did 
he omit talking about the coming of the Savior, that everyone should be on the 


11. The hymn book used was Eine unparteiische Lieder-Sammlung zum Gebrauch beim 
Oeffentlichen Gottesdienst und der Häuslichen Erbauung (Lancaster, Pa.:John Bar’s Sons), a book 
reputedly compiled by none other than Shem Zook of Miffliin County, Pa.—Martin E. Ressler to 
Paton Yoder, Aug. 1983. The edition used at the conferences was either that of 1864, 1867, or 1870, 
all of which have identical page numbering. 
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lookout and arise from the sleep of sin, so that we might follow our master 
teacher, Jesus Christ. A remark was made about our covenant [Glaubensbund], 
which we made long ago with God and the church, to be firm in the faith, and 
not to doubt but be steady and stand fast. Fire baptism'* was mentioned richly 
too, that is, being born from and out of God and being saved through the grace 
of God and possessing the Holy Spirit, and having a perfect will to ip. 11) fight 
valiantly, and being on guard and on the lookout for the cunning of the evil 
enemy, since he is very energetic in trying to turn people from the narrow way. 
A clear representation of the ancient people of Israel was also made to all the 
dear listeners as a lesson and an example, and also about the lame man at the 
door of the temple (Acts 3), who was made well by the apostles Peter and John 
in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth and, through faith in Him, confessed 
His name, and yet more such fitting passages. 


After this an earnest admonition was given by Johannes Egly from Tazewell 
County, IIl., who emphasized that we are duty bound to thank our Lord, first for 
the food for our bodies and even more for feeding the precious souls through 
His ministers with His holy and divine Word, that each might look after his soul 
and take care of it. A beautiful comment was made about the tree of life and its 
fruits. After that the Sermon on the Mount of our Savior was impressively 
raised up and explained and everyone was earnestly reminded of parting, since 
we do not know when the time or the hour will come to depart from this world, 
and we were faithfully admonished to be ready and prepared in order to hear the 
good news, “Oh you good and faithful servant, you have been faithful over 
little; I will put you in charge of much. Enter into your Lord’s joy.” ip. 12] 


After this an admonition was given by Jacob Zehr from IIl., who again 
reminded the attentive listeners that we are all duty bound to thank the great 
God for all His rich admonitions which were so often presented and held before 
us so faithfully in order that precious souls might arrive at the glorious 
dwellings, and what we should do to have the love of Jesus Christ among us. 


Love is a wonderful blessing, since through it much good may be done, and 
in order to be true servants of the Lord and always be found as doers of the 
Word, and finally to be with Jesus, we must not lack this love. Therefore it was 
urged once more that each one might examine his faith and consider his 
precious soul and realize its worth, which is more than the whole world, etc. 


Question 2: According to the Word of God, is it right that a brother take the 
job of agent for the sale of all sorts of machinery, attend the World’s Fair each 
year, take great profit from the brethren, and publish his name as agent in the 
public newspapers? 

The following “Comite” was appointed to study this question: Andreas 
Burcky from Ill., Moses Stutzman from Ohio, Johannes Naffziger from IIl., 
Andreas Ropp from Ill., ip. 13; and Jacob Stucky from Kansas. The following 
conclusion was drawn up and adopted: We consider it to be contrary to the 


12. For another illustration of the use of the term “fire baptism” by an Amish writer see Bishop 
David A. Troyer’s article, “Eine Erklärung,” in the HdW (Oct. 15, 1889), 315. In both instances the 
term is closely associated with the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
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Gospel, since Jesus cleansed the temple in Jerusalem and drove out those who 
bought and sold with a whip. Also the apostle says: You are the temple of the 
Lord, and if someone destroys the Lord’s temple, the Lord will destroy him. 
And Sirach [27:2] writes: Sin sticks between the buyer and the seller as the nail 
in the wall. 


After this an address was given by Joseph Bachman from Ill., and the 
attentive listeners were once more very earnestly admonished and reminded of 
their duties that they might truly take care of them. At this point reference was 
made to the prophet Amos, chapter 8, and the hunger and thirst to hear God’s 
Word. We have not experienced such a time, for we have the wonderful 
opportunity and freedom to hear and preach God’s Word for which we are duty- 
bound to thank God. We should also become strong through the Spirit of Christ 
in the inner person and [through] Christ, as Paul writes to the Ephesians [3:16], 
that we might show ourselves to be the true branches on the vine-stem, Jesus 
Christ, and not be like the foolish virgins, that we remain in the love of Jesus 
and be found to be alert servants and ministers of the Lord, not neglecting God’s 
grace, but to be found as children of God, promoting the kingdom of God and 
not the kingdom of this world, etc. [p. 14) 


After this an admonition was given by Joseph Bornträger from Indiana for 
the edification of the assembly. It was noted again very impressively how we 
all are duty bound to thank the Lord, and praise and honor Him, and to say with 
the prophet David: Let everything within us praise His holy name, since 
everything good comes from Him. He spoke faithfully of the great goodness of 
God, and each one was reminded to take good care that he does not get too far 
from home and lose the way which leads to the beautiful dwellings which are 
prepared. He also noted what the Savior promises to those who are weary and 
heavy laden, and also how, like Mary, we should choose the better part, and 
gave a beautiful description of how we should bring up our children in the fear 
and admonition [of the Lord], and to be very careful that they do not stroll too 
far from home and miss the beautiful and glorious dwellings. The great love 
and goodness of God was lifted up and [we] were admonished to accept the true 
guide, Jesus Christ, and not be like the foolish virgins, but to prepare ourselves 
in this life for death, since we are living in an uncertain world and do not know 
when we will have to leave it. Then he spoke very earnestly of the frailty of 
mortals and admonished everyone to do his best in the allotted time. And yet 
another [p. 15) beautiful remark was added about the prodigal son that, in case we 
have failed or have gone too far from home, we can return again and go into the 
Father’s house and take possession of His dwellings prepared for us, etc. 


A remark by the secretary: Just as I was writing down the impressive 
remarks about the frailty of human beings, about which Brother Bornträger 
spoke so earnestly, the news came to the chairman about the death of a member 
of the church from Pa.,'” and the thought came to me: Oh, how many ways and 
means the Lord has to remind and convince people of their weakness. As often 
as we hear of the death of one of our fellow human beings, oh, should we not 


13. Possibly the death was that of “Potter Joel” Zook (1807-1875) who died in Mifflin County, 
Pennsylvania, on May 17, 1875.—Mifflin County Amish, 385. 
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think this way? A soul again went into eternity; its pilgrimage is now finished; 
it has arrived where it will remain eternally, its lot is now decided forever; it is 
gone and will not return; and as it went so I must go, yes, perhaps very soon, 
perhaps tomorrow already, maybe even today! Oh, dear readers, men and 
women, my faithful counsel is that which the poet says, page 192, “Do Think, 
You Children of Men,” etc. 

The closing of the afternoon meeting by Christian Schlögel from Illionis. It 
was again noted how we are duty-bound jp. 16} to thank the dear Lord for 
everything which we have already so richly received from Him, both for body 
and for soul. Also the faithful servant Moses was mentioned, how he came to 
visit his brethren and how later he led them with the counsel and help of the 
Lord. And it was suggested what kind of lesson we could draw from this 
tradition, how our dear Savior is also our leader and guide and teacher, and how 
each one must try to follow the counsel and will of the Savior so that we may be 
acknowledged as His brothers and sisters. John the Baptist was also mentioned, 
how he taught and baptized the people. Then the birth of the Savior was 
touched upon, how poor and lowly He was born, and how low and humble He 
walked before us. Therefore He is our “way finder” and “way preparer.” Oh 
that we would follow Him. The lust of this world was mentioned, where it leads 
to and its results. And everyone was reminded to gather treasures for eternity in 
accordance with the words of Jesus. It was further noted what James says, that 
is, to be found as doers of the Word and not only as hearers, so that no one 
might deceive himself. The Samaritan woman was also mentioned and what the 
Savior said to her concerning prayer, how we should pray to the Father in spirit 
and in truth, etc. [p. 17) 


After that the afternoon session was closed with prayer and the singing of 
page 203, “Mortal, Do Say, What Is Your Life?” 


Tuesday, the igth of May 


The forenoon session was opened with the singing of page 120, “Jesus, 
Jesus, Well of Life,” and an admonition and prayer by Jonathan [P] Schmucker 
from Ind. First he made a loving proposal not to forget that we are duty bound 
to thank the Lord for that which He has already done for us since we have 
gathered here, and pointed out to us how we should ask our beloved Savior that 
He might be in our midst with His promised Spirit and impressively set forth 
how we should conduct and behave ourselves one with another, and he 
admonished very earnestly to pray, etc. 


Question 3: Is it proper to sing spiritual songs at a funeral?'* The chairman, 
J. P. Kinig and J. K. Yoder made it very clear and plain through compelling 
examples that at times it [singing] was very useful and served to the comfort of 
the bereaved. J. K. Yoder mentioned a young sister who chose the songs herself 
before her departure which were to be sung at her funeral and declared himself 
very earnestly and clearly that he was tolerant in this matter. J. P. ip. 1s; Kinig 


14. Traditionally a hymn was read at Amish funerals, but there was no singing.—John A. 
Hostetler, Amish Society, 4th ed. (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1993), 205. 
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told of an old minister who had desired that they should sing at his sick-bed and 
also at his funeral, and Kinig himself declared further that in such circumstances 
singing would be better, if it is requested, than to be talking about diversions or 
other things, etc. 


So a ruling was made about the above question which runs as follows: Since 
it is not the business nor the purpose of the [ministers’] meeting to make laws 
[Gesetze], we want to leave it to each congregation to deal with the question of 
singing at funerals according to their own conviction, and we ask everyone to be 
tolerant [verträglich] in this matter. 


Question 4: Is it right to use musical instruments to the glory of God? A 
“Comite” was named to look into.this question, consisting of Jacob Stucky, 
Samuel Yoder, Johannes Burky, Andreas Burky, Johannes Schrag, Christian 
Naffziger, and Peter Schrag." 


Answer to the above question: We believe that, for the purpose indicated, no 
musical instruments may be used. 


After this a request was read in behalf of the poor brethren in Dakota asking 
the assembly to help them in their need. It runs as follows: “We poverty 
stricken brethren in Dakota request that you who have been blessed by the 
gentle hand of God, if you could do so without detriment to yourselves, would 
make a loan of $500 for about 5 or 6 [p. 19) years. And at the end of this time we 
would gratefully return the principal together with interest.”'® The chairman 
and his assistant and a number of other ministers spoke very impressively about 
this and many appropriate passages of Scripture were quoted. J. P. Kinig made 
a very suitable comment about how Tobias admonished his son to help the poor 
with his goods and not to turn from those in want. Help the needy where you 
can; if you have much, give freely; if you have little, give that little with a true 
heart. And further: He who lends, lends to God, and he who lends to his 
neighbor does a deed of compassion, etc 


15. No “Peter Schrag” was listed in the register of ministers attending the conference in 1875, 
and the only minister with the surname Schrag was Johannes Schrag from Dakota who is named, 
along with “Peter Schrag,” as a member of this committee. Two ministers with the given name of 
Peter attending the conference were Peter Ropp of Pekin, Illinois and Peter Guth of Washington, 
Illinois. The reference may be to either one of these deacons. For other discussions, see Proceedings, 
1862, 13-15 and Proceedings, 1863, 12. 


16. The Swiss Volynians were an Amish contingent in the great Russian Mennonite immigration 
of the 1870s. This particular group settled in Turner County, Dakota Territory, in 1874. There they 
faced the trials of prairie fires, grasshoppers, and bitterly cold winters—Samuel Floyd Pannabecker, 
Open Doors: The History of the General Conference Mennonite Church (Newton, Kansas: Faith and 
Life Press, 1975), 104-05. Jacob Stuckey’s congregation, also Swiss Volhynian Amish, was located 
in McPherson County, Kansas, and was not in such extreme circumstances. Interestingly, one family 
of Swiss Volhynians settled in the Hopedale, Illinois, community. Johann (ca. 1826-1891) and Anna 
Stucky (b. 1833) Krehbiel and their children—Barbara, Joseph, Thomas, John, and Fanny—came to 
America in 1874 with Jacob Stuckey and the rest of the congregation. However, the Krehbiels found 
their way to Tazewell County, Illinois, where they lived in Hopedale Township until 1882, when 
they joined the settlement in McPherson County, Kansas.—Kathleen Krob to Steven R. Estes, (June 
19, 1989 and Oct. 13, 1989). 
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After these impressive remarks about the above mentioned matter the 
forenoon meeting was closed with the singing of page 156, “There Are Two 
Roads In This Life.” 


Afternoon Meeting 


The afternoon meeting was opened with the singing of page 152, “God, 
Father, to You Be Praise and Thanks.” 


Question 5: Is it in harmony with the Gospel that such as belong to the 
Grange are to be tolerated in a Christian church? 


The answer to this question is as follows: That we cannot allow or bear with 
such in our church may be seen in [p. 20] the Proceedings booklet (page 14) of the 
third ministers’ meeting, held near Goshen, Elkhart County, Indiana, 1064 
[should be 1864]. 


Question 6: Is it to be permitted that a brother or a minister in the church try 
to patent machinery so that he may get money from the world through a great 
patent? 


Answer to this question: The apostle says: If someone has an office [in the 
church] he should take care of that office; if someone preaches, let him take care 
of his preaching, etc. Therefore we consider it unscriptural for a minister to 
engage in such activity; but if there should be a brother [not a minister] who has 
the gift to invent something widely useful to humanity, we do not find any law 
against his getting a patent if he does not use the patent to make excessive 
profits. 


J. K. Yoder then spoke very clearly about the above question and answer and 
the ministers and preachers were reminded of their duties, and pointed to the 
comprised excellent teaching in Sirach [chapter] 39 about the preaching 
profession and what is needed for the useful studies of a minister, etc. After the 
discussions of the above questions and answers, an admonition was given by 
Daniel Roth from Ill., in order to encourage the assembly further with the Word 
of the Lord. Thus it was lovingly noted that we all are duty-bound to praise and 
thank God for all the good things, and a beautiful comparison was made jp. 21) 
between the physical and the spiritual body, how we must feed both, and spoke 
about the hunger and thirst after soul food as Amos, [chapter] 8, writes and 
admonishes earnestly that we should prepare our spiritual bodies and be ready 
and prepared to depart from here and to die, also that we might not be short of 
the oil of faith. [The subject of] the broad and the narrow road was also very 
clearly stated and explained. 


After this there followed an admonition by Christian Esch from Ill. First the 
precious peace of God was presented very earnestly to the attentive listeners, 
how we should possess it, etc., and were reminded that we all were duty-bound 
to thank the Lord for all the good things which we have already received from 
Him for body and soul, also that each one might take the love of the Savior in 
contemplation, since He has done and manifested so much for us, on which 
foundation we should build and at all times use our utmost energy to do good 
and not get tired, so that some time we might reap, and that without ceasing. He 
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also pointed earnestly to the time when the doctrine of salvation will no longer 
be tolerated, but according to their own fancy they will heap to themselves 
teachers after whom their ears itch, and will stray from the truth and turn to 
fables, and more such splendid remarks. Then there followed an jp. 2; admonition 
from Jacob Rediger from Ill. First he wished the assembly God’s grace and the 
love of Jesus Christ and the supporting power of the Holy Spirit and noted what 
Jesus says that where two or three are gathered in his name, there will he be in 
the midst. There was a very earnest admonition to lowliness and humility, since 
God has promised grace to the humble but, on the other hand, resists the proud. 
We should seek to resist the evil enemy at all times and to fight against all his 
devices and expressions of pride, and to be on guard and on the lookout at all 
times, and to stand firm in the faith which we have embraced, which is 
grounded on the true rock and cornerstone, Jesus Christ. Then it was also 
forcibly presented that it was our duty to associate with one another lovingly in 
word and in deed, and more such things. 


Afterward there followed an admonition by Peter Gut. First he mentioned 
how he and we all are duty bound to thank God for all that He has already done 
for us during the days that we have been gathered here. Then the beautiful 
parable of our Savior, of the sower, was taken as a starting point in which the 
sower sowed partly on good ground and partly on stony ground. Each was 
reminded of [the necessity of] faithfulness and the requirements for obtaining 
the crown of jp. 23) life, and the remark was made how we should bring up our 
children in the ways of God and talk to them day and night of the law of God. 
A beautiful reference to Moses was made, about how we should speak with 
them when we sit in the house, or walk on the road, or when we lie down or get 
up, and more such. Also the difference between sowing to the flesh and sowing 
to the Spirit, etc., was lifted up. Further, upon the suggestion of the chairman, J. 
P. Kinig and his assistant, Johannes Smiley, and J. K. Yoder, a “Comite” of 
three men was appointed:'’ Christian Schlégel from Ill., Christian Ropp from 
Ill., and Jonathan Schmucker from Indiana. These three men were then to again 
appoint three other ministers and go to Logan County, Ohio, to examine the 
matters which are to be put right between the two congregations, so as to put 
them in order. These [three men] selected Joseph Schlégel from Iowa, Michael 
Yoder from Pa., and Moses B. Miller from Pa. Then Joseph Gascho was 
selected as secretary [letter writer] to inform these three men of the matter.'® 


The afternoon meeting was closed by Robert Sprohl from Ind., with 
admonition, prayer, and the singing of page 131, “Oh Remain With Us, Lord 
Jesus Christ.” As a closing for [p. 24) this day an impressive talk was given by 
Nobert Sprohl, how we all are duty-bound to give thanks to God, to love and 
honor Him since we have been admonished and refreshed in so many ways both 
in body and in soul. They he noted earnestly about what the dear Savior has 
done and suffered for us poor mortals, and how He has also promised us the 


17. This abrupt shift, from the reporting of an admonition to the naming of a committee, seems 
quite strange. Possibly the printer omitted some material. 

18. This was another attempt to resolve the on-going difficulties between John Warye of Logan 
County and John P. King of Champaign County, Ohio. 
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Comforter which He wants to send to us and has appointed the day of which the 
prophet Malichi writes that it shall burn like a stove where all the despisers and 
the godless will be like straw and the coming day will set them on fire according 
to the Word of the Lord, and reasoned that we should examine ourselves and 
prepare ourselves for the day of eternity and be steadfast in our faith. The three 
men in the burning furnace and their steadfastness were presented as an 
example, and also the prodigal son, the latter as a lesson to us, in case we have 
failed or sinned, that we should mourn over them and confess our sins and say 
with the publican, “Lord be merciful to me a sinner,” and not boast as did the 
Pharisee, but rather plead with God for His grace. Then the day of our death 
was spoken of very seriously how, in view of the same, we should live in peace 
with God and all mortals; for the good, dear God in heaven is always helpful 
and friendly toward us here on earth and has promised us great joy and glory up 
there, that is, to [p. 25) all those who love him and obey Him. Then the dear youth 
were lovingly admonished to obey their parents, since a great promise lies 
therein, so that it will go well with them here temporally, and [also] in that 
joyous eternity. Turning to another subject he touched upon the weakness of 
mortals and noted that we wilt quickly and dry up like a flower when the thread 
of our life is cut. Following that he noted that, as David says, God’s Word is 
sweeter in our mouths and hearts than honey because it is a lamp unto out feet 
and a light on our way. Everyone was reminded to be on guard and on the 
lookout, in accordance with the Savior’s words, etc. 


Wednesday, the 19th of May 


The meeting was opened with singing and prayer, a song page 46, “Wake 
Up, Wake up, Oh Children of Men,” and an admonition by Moses Stutzman 
from Ohio. In it the great poverty and weakness of mortals and the great love 
and grace of God were brought out, which we have experienced again in that we 
have been able to gather here in order to preach and to listen to His Word and to 
take seriously this time of grace. In the course of the talk it was said how we 
should take care of our children so that they will not walk [p. 26) according to the 
flesh, but live in the fear of God, and how we should bring them to Jesus. Then 
the day of which Peter writes was mentioned, that it comes as a thief in the night 
in which the heavens will break apart with a great crash, and the elements will 
melt with heat, and the works which are therein will burn up. Therefore we 
should not gather treasures which are temporal, but we should rather gather 
treasures which are eternal and, above all, seek first the kingdom of God and 
whatever else we need will come to us. It was noted further how we should 
acknowledge our poverty and weakness and consider the great goodness of the 
Lord, which has shown itself to us in so many ways; and each one was 
admonished to Christian steadfastness, especially the preachers concerning their 
duty and responsibility toward their congregations. The dear listeners were 
reminded of Christian obedience, and their duties and responsibilities were set 
before them, for we have a compassionate God hovering over us who sends us 
all the good things of which we are in need in body and soul. But He requires 
of us mortals that we avoid sin and do good, for Paul says: Today if you would 
hear His voice, do not harden your hearts through the deceitfulness of sin. We 
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should also be grateful for the good gifts of God which we have already 
received from Him so manifoldly. And with respect to ip. 27) humility it was 
noted that we must come to Jesus in order to learn humility from Him, which 
would cause us to sorrow for sins committed, to avoid being the cause for any 
offense, to turn our thoughts heavenward, and to see to it that everything that we 
say and do is done in His name. Then it was noted that since God has granted 
us grace so that we could gather here from all areas of the country, it would be 
highly desirable that everyone should come driven by the spirit of God and not, 
as Paul says, filled with the spirit of this world. The talk was closed by referring 
to a number of God’s promises which are given to those who obey Him, etc. 


As a closing and farewell of the meeting the chairman, J. P. Kinig, gave a 
very lovely admonition and laid it especially upon the hearts of the listeners to 
consider their duties seriously. First of all to the ministers and preachers: They 
should consider their calling and duties seriously as faithful servants and 
ministers of God. They should stand firmly on the walls of Zion, blow the 
trumpets and teach the people to walk in the ways of God. Then the listeners 
were also reminded of their duties to follow the ministers and preachers, and to 
be obedient members, for the preachers, etc., watch over the souls and are 
required to [p. 28] give an account for them. The fathers and the mothers were not 
overlooked, but they were also reminded of their duties to their children and of 
the call which the faithful man Moses gave them: “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, etc., And you shall take these words to heart and teach 
them to your children when you sit in your house or walk in the way, when you 
lie down and when you get up, and shall bind them on your hand as a sign; and 
they shall be a remembrance before your eyes; you shall write them over your 
doorposts and on the gates.” Then the dear youth were also reminded of their 
duties, to be obedient to their parents, since that is the first commandment with a 
promise so that it might be well with them here at this time and [they might] live 
long on this earth, and such like. In short, each one was reminded faithfully of 
his position, circumstance, and calling, and what these require of a Christian. 
Then the entreaty of the chairman, J. P. Kinig, was directed toward all the 
listeners, brethren and sisters, that they might all breath a good sigh to the dear 
God for him, and not only for him but for all who were about to start on their 
homeward journey, that the merciful God might accompany all of them on their 
way home with His good Spirit, and that they might find their families well and 
(p. 29) Safe. He added that what he wished to have done for himself, he was ready 
to do for others with God’s help. He also felt very grateful for the love which 
has been shown him during the time that he was here. He closed his admonition 
with a number of instructive passages of Scripture, and with thankfulness 
toward all listeners, brethren, sisters, and God-loving souls, etc. 


Then followed a closing admonition and farewell by the assistant chairman, 
John Smiley from Ohio. He told very impressively how he was thankful 
through and through to God for all the good which has been imparted to him 
and all of us during the past days. He reminded the attentive listeners earnestly 
of the reason for and the purpose of this meeting, and added that if it was done 
in the name of the Lord, then we will not lose the reward, for the promises of 
God do not fail, if we do not fail. Oh that each one might know and learn to 
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guard [himself], for the good God is all-knowing, and knows all our reflections 
and thoughts, so that no one can deceive Him; but we will deceive our own 
selves if we depend on our own understanding and follow the flesh. And we 
were advised that we should not go our own ways, which will lead us from the 
true way of salvation, and [p. 30) were earnestly admonished to guard the precious 
souls in the time of grace, and obtain and confirm our soul’s welfare and 
salvation on this side of eternity. His admonition was closed with the quoting of 
instructive passages of Scripture, and the expression of gratitude toward the 
brethren and sisters, etc. 

Upon the request of the assembly an address was given to it by Samuel 
Yoder from Pa., in which it was explained that it was necessary that we bring 
our requests to the Lord and Creator with child-like trust and complete 
confidence, if we expect our requests to be answered, and since we do not know 
how long we can stay here and the time of our abode in this world is so 
uncertain, it is the duty of every follower of Christ to think about his position or 
calling and to bring the same into harmony with the will of God. This is the 
duty of the ministers and watchmen on the walls of Zion especially, that they 
should blow the trumpets of God and warn the people. May they be found to be 
faithful ministers and servants of God and be careful to follow the example of 
the Savior and His apostles who taught all nations and, where there was 
opportunity, preached to them the way of salvation and the kingdom of God. 
Then every minister and servant of God would always be willing to preach 
without making excuses, as a true workman in the pp. 31) house of God, always 
ready to preach and pray wherever it is proper and useful. A beautiful remark 
was also made concerning Saul. The people had asked for a king, and since 
God was their Lord and King, this displeased the Almighty, and through Samuel 
[He] made known His displeasure. Samuel, as ordered by the Lord, gave them a 
king and said these words: “Now, there you have your king whom you have 
chosen and prayed for; for see, the Lord has set a king over you. Now if you 
will fear the Lord and serve Him and listen to His voice, and not be disobedient 
to the mouth [voice] of the Lord, then both you and your king who reigns over 
you will follow the Lord your God. But if you will not listen to the voice of the 
Lord and are disobedient to His voice, then the hand of the Lord will be against 
you; and if you do evil, both you and your king will be lost. 

Thus were obedience and disobedience clearly distinguished, the one from 
the other, and presented to each one in the form of a doctrine, especially to the 
ministers and preachers; for notice that disobedience is as the sin of witchcraft, 
and resistance is idolatry and worship of idols; wherefore obedience is much 
more pleasing to the Lord than sacrifice, and paying heed is better than the fat of 
sheep. And we must all give account of our deeds and actions, and [p. 32) as they 
are, so will be our reward. The obedience of the congregation toward their 
preachers was lifted out, that the latter must keep watch over the souls which 
have been entrusted to them, since they must give an account [for them]. How 
wrong it is, therefore, for the congregation to act in such a way that they [the 
ministers] have to give account with sighs. It was also shown how parents 
should bring up their children, that is, in the discipline and admonition of the 
Lord, and keep in mind the law of God which has come to us through Moses, 
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where it says: So take these words to heart and into your souls and tie them as 
signs on your hand, that they might be a remembrance before your eyes, and 
teach them to your children, etc. The dear youth were also reminded of their 
duty, that is, to be obedient to their parents, since a great blessing lies therein, 
and this is the first commandment with a promise, and more such [thoughts]. It 
was noted further that since we live so far apart and can get together so seldom, 
as we now have the opportunity again during these days, that love might compel 
us to admonish the scattered brethren and sisters in love. Therefore he (the 
speaker) considered it his duty to come to this meeting and not to follow his 
nature, for he wants to seek the kingdom of God above everything else, and 
righteousness and leave the rest to ip. 33) God’s discretion. Further, it was noted 
that we should help the poor out of their need and not withdraw our hand from 
the needy brethren,'” but help them out of their difficulties, for a great reward is 
promised to him who cares for the needy, etc. Thus those whom the Lord has 
richly blessed with temporal goods were also earnestly reminded of their duty 
and responsibility and given to understand how they should use them and trade 
with them while they are still in possession of them, for we do not know how 
soon we will have to part from our temporal goods and leave them behind. 
Good for the one who was compassionate to the poor and needy for, according 
to the Savior’s words, he will receive compassion. Here we live in an uncertain 
world and do not know how soon death may come, as the example so 
emphatically warned, which we received in the form of a death notice which 
told us of the departure of a member of the church. Indeed [it is] an earnest 
warning for all of us to consider our frailty. 


It was also admonished very lovingly to watch and to pray, and not to 
become weary in this or to cease doing it, but to continue with requests and 
pleas for one another, to persevere, and to walk the road with one another which 
leads to the heavenly city where we have our citizenship and where jp. 34) the 
heavenly treasures are kept for us, that is, if we are found to be true servants and 
ministers of God and warriors of Jesus Christ, and increase in the work of the 
Lord and persevere until the end of our life, etc. Then this admonition was 
closed with many instructive and edifying passages of Scripture. 


After this there followed as a close to the meeting yet one [more] instructive 
admonition, farewell talk, and prayer by J. K. Yoder from Ohio, in which the 
audience was very lovingly reminded of parting, which was difficult for him 
(the speaker), since he saw so many friends and acquaintances around him, and 
he referred to the departure of the Apostle Paul, in Acts 20, where he (Paul) 
spoke very clearly to his brethren, “I know that you will not see my face again.” 
He spoke very earnestly about that and about II Pet. 1:14: I know that before 
long I must put away this tabernacle, etc., as David also says (Psa. 90): You let 
them pass like a stream and are like a sheep, like grass that soon wilts, that 
blooms early but soon wilts and is cut down in the evening. And it is of little 
consequence when we must also depart from this world, provided only we are 


19. Perhaps this reference to “the needy brethren” is in support of the appeal of the Dakota 
brethren noted above. While the conference as a body did not respond to this need, it seems that the 
assumption was that individuals should and would do so. 
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prepared and ready to leave that we might meet again in the happy eternity, 
where there will be no more parting. Our Lord’s cross, suffering, and parting 
from his disciples and [p. 35) the world was recounted, in which Jesus Himself was 
fearful and sorrowful unto death, as He said, “My God, my God! Why hast thou 
forsaken me?” This subject was considered with deep seriousness. Then 
another parting was referred to, about which the prophet says: Where sin and 
vice separate mortals from their God. He pled that such a parting should not 
take place with anyone but that all might be ready and prepared, when we have 
finished our race, to take possession of the beautiful dwellings where the golden 
streets lead to the glorious dwellings where the foundations of the walls and the 
city are decorated with all kinds of jewels, where the city needs neither sun nor 
moon, for the glory of the Lord illuminates it and its lamp is the Lamb, etc. The 
great love of God was also spoken of very suitably, that nothing might separate 
us from such love, as Paul says [neither] sorrow, nor fear, nor persecution, nor 
hunger, nor want, etc. Now if we obey the commandments of God and each one 
does his duty and carries out his responsibility, then we will without doubt come 
to the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, enter its gates, and have eternal joy and an 
everlasting dwelling. 


Further an impressive remark was make concerning [p.36) Ezekial 34 and what 
is written therein about the unfaithful shepherds, and also about the faithful 
arch-shepherd, Jesus Christ, and he spoke in detail about it, how it has proved to 
be a grave lesson to all ministers and watchmen on the walls of Zion. Further, 
what the Lord says through the prophet Isaiah was admonished: “Call with 
confidence, spare not, lift up your voice like a trumpet and tell my people of 
their misdeeds and the house of Jacob its sin.” The ministers and bishops 
[Aeltesten] were earnestly reminded to feed the flock of Jesus Christ which has 
been entrusted to them, not out of compulsion, but willingly. The great 
shepherd of the sheep, Jesus Christ, was remembered, how He fed His flock and 
sheep, and if He sends His servants out into the field to work, He does not send 
them empty [handed]. Thus the natural sheep were taken as an example and as 
a lesson, for as the sheep follow their shepherd, so also the spiritual sheep, the 
brethren and sisters, follow their shepherds and preachers and should be 
obedient to them because he [sic] is supposed to feed the spiritual sheep with 
doctrine and wisdom, etc. 


There followed the remark about the spiritual school, where we learn from 
Jesus how to come to Him and where we do not learn the wisdom of this world, 
for it is foolishness with God. Thus the faithful minister Moses was also 
mentioned how, with the help and support of God, he led the children of Israel, 
and how the Lord gave them bread from heaven when they were hungry and let 
the water flow out of p. 37) the rock to give them drink when they were thirsty. 
Thus Jesus Christ is the true living bread from heaven which gives life to this 
world and is food for all hungry souls. Thus Jesus Christ is also the true rock 
and cornerstone, the living stone on which the church is built, out of whom also, 
through the power of God (symbolized by the rod of Moses) the living waters of 
the Holy Spirit flow to the quickening of all thirsty souls. Then the ministers 
and preachers were once again earnestly reminded of their calling, as found in II 
Cor. 6 and shown that in all things they must prove themselves as God’s 


Proceedings — 1875 209 


ministers, always on guard and on the lookout to awaken the lazy and the 
sleeping ones, and not regard friendship, for he who wants to be a friend of the 
world will be God’s enemy. Thus the house-fathers and house-mothers were 
lovingly admonished to support their ministers with all their might by helping 
them to fight against the evil enemy, also to be obedient. At the same time the 
mothers were reminded to take seriously their responsibility to train their 
children, to bring them up in the fear of the Lord, and to teach them lowliness 
and humility, and not to dress them up in the style of the world or to adorn them 
on the mother’s lap. Next in line were the young brethren and sisters who were 
admonished very lovingly ip. 3s] to obey their parents, since that is the first 
commandment with a promise, to love their parents in their old age, for (said the 
speaker) they loved you first and experienced many a care for your sake, so see 
to it now, you young souls, that you do not choose your own way but think of 
your Redeemer, Jesus Christ, how He was born in poverty and walked in 
lowliness and humility, and gave up His life for His children. 


Now the meeting was once more reminded of the [imminent] leave-taking, 
for the time is here again when each one longs for his body’s dwelling place. 
The remark was added how we should strive that, in the event we do not see 
each other anymore in this life, there will be a meeting again in the joyous 
eternity of our Keeper, where there will be no more parting, etc. Then a natural 
experience was added, how he (the speaker) at one time got off the train in order 
to get food for his body and then missed the train. Just so, as spiritual pilgrims 
and travelers, we may take a spiritual lesson therefrom for we too, as we look at 
ourselves, can miss the way, or the right train, or the time of grace. Then we 
were admonished very much to lowliness and humility, especially the beloved 
youth, and these same were counseled to withstand the evil enemy and to fight 
[p. 39] against him, because he goes among mortals as a roaring lion and seeks 
whom he may devour. The evil enemy was depicted as a fierce lion who does 
not roar when he has no victim, but he lies in wait until he can catch something. 
He robs enough for his young ones and fills his hole with victims and his 
dwelling place with that which he has torn to pieces. Thus the evil enemy is out 
there with his army, and has sent his agents everywhere to sow his seed, and 
seeks the opportunity thereto wherever he can, as everyone knows. 


Yet another remark was added about Job, since he is the pattern and mirror 
of unusual patience. When the children of God stepped before God, Satan also 
came with them. This account was presented in detail to all the attentive 
listeners as a lesson in patience, in cross [bearing?], and in suffering, etc. Then 
a request was directed to the brethren and sisters that they might send a good 
wish and prayer for him (the speaker) to the throne of the Almighty, and also for 
his fellow pilgrims, that the Lord might accompany all of us on our pilgrimage 
and journey to a blessed end when all of us together will enter the gates to 
everlasting joy and blessedness. Then [as] the meeting came to a close, the 
assembly turned once more to the throne of grace in gratitude and prayer for the 
blessing of God and jp. 40) his gracious protection and fatherly leading. After the 
prayer, in parting, the song, page 95, was sung, “Live in Peace, Said Christ, the 
Lord.” 
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Since no special invitation or request had been made concerning the next 
annual meeting, no arrangements could be made [for that event], but we thought 
a congregation and a place would be found, and so it happened that an invitation 
came from a council [meeting] of the congregation in Fulton County, Ohio, to 
host next year’s ministers’ meeting at Pentecost, 1876, if we live and the Lord 
wills. Thus all ministers in the United States and Canada, as well as all brethren 
and sisters who have the desire and love for this, are invited to visit and attend 
this “Conferenz.” 


Addendum and Encouragement 


to all bishops [Aeltesten], ministers, brethren and sisters in the Lord, who see 
and read this. 


Now you brethren, ministers, and bishops, let us look back at the 14 
ministers’ meetings held so far, whether they have not often produced a 
refreshing and an inducement to love and to peace in your hearts, for we have 
often come across our old acquaintances,”’ ministers and (p. 41) brethren, with 
whom we joined as laborers working in the vineyard of the Lord. And we 
shared together the happy hope of receiving a glorious reward in the blessed and 
unending eternity if we remain faithful here on earth. Is it said that a complaint 
was reared among us, that one or another is not pleased with our meeting? But 
oh, faithful workers, we must not give in to such weakness. Let us work while 
it is day, and with the confidence that everything which is based on the true 
foundation and cornerstone, Jesus Christ, is right and will endure to eternity. 
Strive and work to this end, as much as you possess of the grace of God, and do 
not act like the servant who hid his pound in a napkin. Therefore dear brethren 
and co-workers in the house of the Lord, it is clear enough that, according to the 
Word of the Lord, peace and holiness can never be obtained without a will and 
desire, and an earnest striving; yes, without a genuine pursuit of true brotherly 
peace, Christian love, and unity. To the peacemakers, that is, those who at all 
times are ready and willing to seek peace with a whole heart, blessedness is 
promised. But where in Holy Writ is there comfort or a promise given to those 
who neither seek nor desire peace? How dare anyone insist that it is God’s will 
ip. 42] that such divisions should spring up among us, when Paul says: “Let there 
be no divisions among you, but hold on the each other in one mind and in one 
thought.” 


Well, dear brethren and co-workers, the intention is not to blame anyone, or 
to make an accusation, but only to defend the truth. Therefore, dear brethren 
and sisters in Christ Jesus, let us all live and conduct ourselves with real 
earnestness and diligence, in accordance with the Gospel, which requires that 
we seek after peace, that is, to struggle for it with our whole heart to bring about 
peace and unity, and to prosper the well-being of the church. So let us strive to 
this end and let us use all our energy and strength to meet again in the name of 


20. With this nostalgic statement it is interesting to note that of the 38 ministers present at the 
1875 conference, only five of them had been among the 72 ministers present at the first gathering in 
1862. They were John K. Yoder, John Smiley, John P. King, Samuel Yoder, and Andrew Ropp. 


Proceedings — 1875 PAA 


the Lord (if the Lord so wills and we live) next Pentecost, to converse with one 
another face to face [mündlich], and report in love and with a gentle spirit and 
take the Word of God as our plumbline in all things and, as the apostle says: Be 
subject one to another in all things, and hold fast to humility. Further, you 
much beloved brethren and sisters in the faith, may you all be commended to 
God and the Lamb. To this end may the almighty God help us, through the faith 
which we have confessed on bended knees before God and the church, and to 
which we want to hold, and in which we want to remain to the end of our lives, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen! (pp. 43-49] 

Here follows, pp. 43-49, a Zugabe or Appendix, consisting of the identical 
essay on parenting and motherhood which was appended to the 1873 
Proceedings, pp. 38-45. Following the tract is the secretary’s benediction and 
signature, as follows: ip. 49] 

Herewith we commit all of you to God and his Word and His mercy. May 
He strengthen, comfort, and uphold us all together in the faith which we have 
embraced, until the end of our lives, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


From your very insignificant and weak co-worker and well-wisher. 
Johannes P. Schmitt pp. 50] 


List of the Names and Addresses of the Ministers Who Were Present at the 
Ministers’ Meeting Held on the 16th, 17th, ıgth, and 19th of May, 1875, in 
Tazewell Co., Ill. 


Name Post Office County 
OHIO 
Johannes K. Yoder Orrville Wayne 
Johannes Smiley Smithville Wayne 
Moses Stutzman Kennard Champaign 
Johannes P. Kinig West Liberty Logan 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Samuel Yoder Belleville Mifflin 
ILLINOIS 

Christian Naffziger Hopedale Tazewell 
Johannes Egly Hopedale Tazewell 
Johannes Naffziger Hopedale Tazewell 
Andreas Ropp Pekin Tazewell 
Peter Rupp Pekin Tazewell 
Christian Schertz Washington Tazewell [p. 51] 
Daniel Roth Morton Tazewell 


Johannes Sutter Morton Tazewell 
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Johannes Bachman 
Johannes Burky 
Noah Augspurger 
Peter Gut 

Jacob Naffziger 
Jacob Rediger 
Joseph Wagner 
Joseph Bachman 
Christian Esch 
Christian Rupp 
Christian Risser 
Jacob Zehr 
Johannes P. Schmitt 
Valentin Neuhauser 
Joseph Gasho 
Daniel Steinman 
Christian Schégel 


Joseph Yoder 
Jonathan Schmucker 
Robert Sproll 
Joseph Bornträger 


Johannes B. Gunden 


Jacob Stucky 


Johannes Schrag 


Johannes Moser 


Morton 
Tremont 
Manier 
Washington 
Panola 
Eureka 
Eureka 
Metamora 
Metamore 
Hudson 
Danvers 
Danvers 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Chenoa 


INDIANA 


Bristol 
Plymouth 
North Grove 
Eden Mills 


IOWA 
Trenton 


KANSAS 
Lakeview 


DAKOTA [TERRITORY] 


Childstown 


NEW YORK 


Croghan 


Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 


Elkhart 
Marshal 
Miami 
Lagrange 


Henry pp. 52) 


McPherson 


Turner 


Lewis 
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Vericht der Verhandlungen 


ber finnfzehnten jährlichen 


Diener -: Berfammlung 


—— der — 


Amifhen MennonitensDienericaft, 


gehalten amt 4., 5., 6. und 7, Suni 1876, 
auf dem MWohnplas von Peter Schad, nahe. 


Ardbold, Fulton Co., Ohio, 


Elfhart, Indiana, 
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THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1876 


Report of the Proceedings of the Fifteenth Annual Ministers’ Meeting of the 
Amish Mennonite Ministry, Held on the 4th, sth, 6th, and 7th of June, 1876, at 
the home of Peter Schad,' near Archbold, Fulton Co., Ohio? [p. 3) 


Report of the Proceedings of the Fifteenth Annual Gathering of the Amish 
Mennonite Ministry and Brotherhood. 


Reporting that it was thought appropriate by Nicolaus König and his 
congregation to hold the present annual ministers’ meeting of the Amish 
Mennonite Brotherhood in Fulton County, Ohio. 


Sunday, the 4th of June 


Accordingly a large number of ministers, brethren and sisters, as well as 
many others, gathered today at the home of Peter Schad in Fulton County, Ohio, 
where services were held two times. The forenoon meeting was opened with 
singing and with a powerful introductory speech and prayer by Christian 
Schlögel from Illinois. Then a comprehensive sermon [Predigt] was preached 
about the solemn observance of Pentecost by Samuel Yoder from Pa., and 
strongly witnessed to by several ministers. In closing the meeting was led in 
prayer by Samuel Yoder, by which, and through the blessing p. 4) and help of the 
Lord, many a God-loving soul was fed and refreshed, and the lazy and 
indifferent hearts were very strongly reminded of their duties, and the trumpets 
on the walls of Zion were clearly blown, so that every listener who was hungry 
and thirsty for such in his soul might be filled. 


In the afternoon the meeting was again opened with singing and with a 
powerful introductory talk and prayer by David J. Zuck from Pa. Afterward the 
doctrine of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ alone was lovingly 
presented, under God’s rich blessing, by Johannes P. Kinig from Ohio, and 
earnestly witnessed to by several ministers. Then the assembly was led in 
prayer and the benediction was pronounced by Johannes P. Kinig, after which 
the meeting was closed for the day. 


1. Peter Schad, later known as Peter Short, Jr. (1826-1904), was married to Barbara Lauber 
(1826-1904). They lived in German Township, Fulton County, Ohio.—Karen Ruth, Mennonites of 
Northwestern Ohio, 1834-1984 ([Archbold, Ohio]: Central Mennonite Church, 1984), 55. 


2. A notice concerning the conference appeared under the heading, “Amish Conference,” HoT 
(April 1876), 73. It read as follows: 


The Annual Conference of the Amish Mennonite Church for the present year will 
commence on Whitsunday, June 4t , at the residence of Peter Schad, near Archbold, 
Fulton County, Ohio. All the ministers and brethren throughout the United States and 
Canada, are cordially invited to be present and meet with us. Those coming from the East, 

- will come on the Air Line of the L. S. and M. S. Railroad and stop at Pettisville. Those 
coming from the West, will stop at Stryker or Archbold, where on the 2"° and 3! there 
will be brethren with teams to receive them. Should any come before that time, they will 
please inform us, and we will provide for their accommodation. 


N. C. Koening, Pettisville, Ohio 
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Monday, the 5th of June 
Forenoon Meeting 


The forenoon meeting was opened with the singing of the song on page 177, 
“See How Lovely and How Fine,” etc. Then an admonition and prayer by John 
Esch from Pa. followed. 

As he explained the purpose of the meeting, he admonished very kindly how 
all of us have every reason to jp. 5) thank God for his grace and support which He 
has demonstrated to us again in the past night, and awakened us in good 
condition from the natural sleep, and admonished very earnestly how a person 
must persevere and appear before God, the righteous judge. Then upon the 
suggestion of Nicolaus König from Fulton County, Ohio, Samuel Yoder from 
Pa. was nominated as chairman and unanimously elected, and Christian K. 
Yoder from Ohio was added as assistant. Then Jeptha Wyss and Christian 
Wyss’ from Fulton County. Ohio, were chosen as secretaries. 

After that the regulations of the ninth ministers’ meeting were read to the 
whole meeting, which adopted them. They run as follows: 

1. We wish God’s grace, peace, and mercy through Jesus Christ, and the 
supporting power of the Holy Spirit to all brethren and sisters, and to all God- 
seeking souls as well. Let us be upright in love and grow in every way in Him 
who is the Head, Christ, in whom the whole body is put together, and one 
member holds to the other, so that one assists the other, each in his own way, so 
that the body may grow in its self-improvement, and all of this in love—for love 
is the bond of perfection—and demonstrate in your [p. 6] faith a virtue and a good 
ordering [der Ordnung], so that no one may take offense or be scandalized by 
you. 

2. The meeting is to be held in order to build ourselves up on the foundation 
of God’s Word and not in order to make laws [Gesetze] or rulings [Beschlüsse] 
contrary to the Gospel. 

3. Every minister shall be permitted to express himself publicly. 

4. Only one person shall speak at the same time, and it shall be carefully 
observed that no one disturb the speaker or interrupt him. 

5. The chairman and his assistant shall be permitted to discipline all 
mumblings and all disturbances. 

6. Every minister who wants to join this gathering as a co-worker must 
submit to the regulations and, upon the request of the chairman, present his gift 
[of admonishing or preaching] which he has received from the Lord. 

7. Every minister who wants to express himself shall arise and speak loudly 
and clearly. 

8. All items [Artikel] to be discussed at this meeting shall be presented in 
writing. 


3. For identification of Christian Wyse, see Proceedings, 1870, note 4. 
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9. It shall be the right of the chairman and his assistant to withhold any items 
or questions which might be brought to them which they do not deem to be 
helpful or edifying. p. 7) 

10. It shall be the chairman’s duty to enforce all these [procedural] 
regulations which are made here. The proceedings may continue from day to 
day according to the pleasure of the majority of the ministers. 


May the Lord give His blessing and His success through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


Addendum 

1. It is decided that all proceedings [Verhandlungen] of former meetings 
which were brought to a conclusion remain in force, unless a scriptural proof is 
presented to the general assembly that those which are not being enforced are 
unscriptural. 

2. No minister who is a member of the meeting* shall have the right to 
change anything afterward unless he hands in to the meeting a scriptural proof 
that it [the ruling] is unscriptural or deviates from the Word of God and in that 
way would prove to be detrimental. 


Then Johannes Schrag from Dakota was called upon to give an admonition 
to those assembled. He admonished the listeners with God’s Word, and 
reminded them of what the Lord requires of them in order to be saved by grace. 
He blew the trumpet of the divine Word, and reminded the p. 3; listeners of their 
duties and showed them how gracious God is to those who love Him and keep 
His commandments. Therefore let us do good and not become weary, for in His 
time we shall reap without end. Now is still the proper time; this is still the day 
of salvation, for the Lord does not want anyone to be lost, but that everyone turn 
to repentance and life. 

Then Joseph Yoder from Michigan was called upon to admonish the listeners 
further. He pointed them to John 14, where Jesus said to His disciples: Let not 
your heart be troubled; you believe in God; believe in me also. In my Father’s 
house are many dwellings; if it were not so I would have told you. I go there to 
prepare a place for you, the beautiful dwellings, where there is fullness of joy 
and a lovely Being, always and eternally. 


Then the forenoon meeting was closed with the singing of a song. 


Afternoon Meeting 

The afternoon meeting was opened with singing, page 139: “Lord Jesus 
Christ, Turn to Us.” etc. 

After this the first question was presented to the meeting and runs as follows: 
[p. 9] 


Question 1: According to the intent of God’s Word, may unlawful interest 
be taken? 


4. The German words here are: Ein Mitglied dieser Versammlung, suggesting a sort of delegate- 
to-the-conference status by virtue of one’s ordination to the ministry. 
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For this the following “Comite” was appointed: Christian Nafziger from Ill., 
Johannes Esch from Pa., and Johannes Schmeily from Ohio. 


Answer to the 1St question: Paul says (Rom. 13): Let every person be subject 
to the government which has the rule over him, for there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore he who 
resists the government, resists God’s ordering, and those who resist incur 
judgment, etc. Hence we consider it to be contrary to the Gospel, since the 
government does not allow it. 


Question 2: Is it according to the Gospel, when a Bishop [Bischof] makes a 
mistake, to take only his bishop’s office away from him to discipline him, but 
[otherwise to continue to] use him or to permit him to retain his office as 
preacher of the Word [Lehrer des Worts]? 


The following “Comite” was appointed to consider this question: Christian 
Schlögel from Ill., David Pitschy from Ohio, Jacob König from Ohio, Nobertus 
Sproll from Indiana, and Christian Werry from Ind. 


Answer to the 2nd question: We understand that it is not according to the 
Gospel, for it is written (I Tim. 3:2): “Now a bishop must be above reproach, 
the husband of one [p. 10) wife, temperate, sober, modest, hospitable, apt to teach,” 
etc. And in verse 8 it says: “Ministers [Diener] likewise must be respected, not 
double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not engaged in dishonest business,” 
etc. During the absence of the committee beautiful and edifying talks were 
given by Christian Lugibühl and Joseph Bontrager from Ind. 


Question 3: According to the teachings of Jesus Christ, is it right to lend 
money on interest? 


Question 4: May it be allowed that a brother give his money for government 
bonds? 


These two questions were laid aside and discussed extensively, and it was 
considered unwise to work at these or to make a ruling concerning them. 


Then Christian Werrey from Ind. was called upon for a talk. First he 
admonished us how we are duty-bound to thank God for the many good things 
He has done for us, and noted that we should grow and increase in that which is 
good, and give our bodies as a sacrifice that is alive, holy, and pleasing to God, 
etc. He also noted, as we read in Romans 12, that without the renewing of the 
mind the will of God cannot be determined, and admonished earnestly [to do] 
what the Savior teaches in Matthew 7, that is, how the road that leads to life is 
so narrow, and the gate through which a person must enter in order to reach the 
rest which has been prepared for God’s people is so tight, etc. ip. 11) After this an 
admonition was given by David Pitschy from Ohio. He told the listeners that 
just as the natural mortal grows and increases when he is born into the world, so 
also a person who is born of God must grow and increase in that [which is] 
good, and he explained earnestly and also proved it with the Word of God that 
the punishment of the godless after this life will last from eternity to eternity and 
that after this life there will be no more time for conversion, and that we should 
strive after love, since love is the bond of perfection, as well as the fulfillment 
of the law, and that we should yearn after that which is from above (Col. 3:2). 
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He also admonished earnestly how we should seek to associate together in love, 
peace, and harmony, so that we may edify one another on the way of peace. 


Then Noah Augsburger was called upon to admonish the listeners further. 
He then explained earnestly how we are all duty-bound to thank and love God 
for all His evident benefits which He has given to us and how we should say 
with David (Ps. 103): “Praise the Lord, oh my soul, and whatever is within me 
[bless] his holy name,” etc. and whoever hungers and thirsts after righteousness 
shall be filled, as may be seen in Matthew 5:6. He also admonished that a 
person should not harden his heart when he hears the voice of the Lord, and that 
we must strive for the goal [p. 12} which has been put before us, for the treasure 
which the heavenly calling of God in Christ Jesus holds before us; also how the 
lights should be put on the candlestick that our Father in heaven might be 
praised thereby, etc. 

After this the afternoon meeting was closed by Christian K. Yoder from 
Ohio, with admonition, prayer, and the singing of the song on page 299: “The 
Bell Tolls and Says Therewith,” etc. 


It was yet earnestly noted that as the natural body cannot exist without eating 
natural food, so the spiritual body cannot exist without partaking of spiritual 
food, and it was shown that this nourishment had been richly expounded in 
these days, to the strengthening of the inner man, and remarked that since we 
are guests and pilgrims and have no abiding place here, but await such in the 
future, [therefore] we should strive earnestly to insure ourselves a dwelling 
which is not made with hands, but is eternal in heaven, where there will be 
fullness of joy and a lovely Essence always and eternally and, as it is written, 
that no eye has seen and no ear has heard, neither has it come into the heart of 
any mortal, that which God has prepared for them who love Him (I Cor. 2:9). pp. 
13] 


Tuesday, the 6th of June 
Forenoon Meeting 


The meeting was opened with the singing of the song on page 242: “Blessed 
Is the Person Who Does Not Walk in the Counsel of the Ungodly,” etc. An 
admonition and prayer by Johannes Kenage from Indiana followed. He 
emphasized that we are debtors and debtors again to thank God for that which 
He has already done for us since we gathered here at this meeting, and showed 
us therefore that we should request of our Savior that He might be in our midst 
with His promised Spirit, and how we should conduct ourselves toward one 
another, and have patience, and be very earnest in prayer. 


Question 5: May it be allowed, or permitted, according to the Word of God, 
to have photographs or to have one’s picture taken? 


Answer to the 5th question: Much was said by a number of ministers about 
this subject and [the practice was to be] severely punished, and it was said that 
each congregation should cleanse itself of such pictures, for in the ten 
commandments it says that we shall not make any likeness or any image, as 
may be seen in Exodus 20:4. 
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Then the origin of idol worship was depicted, according to the Wisdom of 
Solomon, chapter 14, verses 15-21 where it says about the making of pictures: 
“For a father who jp. 14) sorrowed and grieved about his son who had been taken 
from him too early, had a likeness made, and then began to worship as a god 
him who was a dead mortal, and instituted a worship service and sacrifice for 
his subjects. Then after a time this godless custom was considered a law that 
one must honor likenesses according to the tyrant’s commandments. Similarly, 
when people could not honor a king in person because they lived too far away, 
it was allowed to paint his portrait and make an honorable picture of the 
glorious king, that they might deliberately feign honor to the absent as though 
he were present. Also the ambition of the artist drove the ignorant to increase 
such idolatry. For he who wanted to serve the prince well, made the picture 
supremely artistic. But the multitude which was stirred by such ability soon 
began to consider him a god who [only] shortly before had been honored as a 
mortal. Thus this deception entered the world,” etc. 

It was also pointed out that such things belong to the lust of the eye and the 
lust of the flesh, and the apostle John says (I John 2:16): “For everything that is 
in the world (namely, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eye and the pride of 
life) is not from the Father but from the world. And the world passes away with 
its lust, but he who does the will of the Father abides forever.” Therefore the pp. 
1s) apostle has warned us beforehand and says: Do not love the world nor what is 
in the world. If someone loves the world the love of the Father is not in him. 
Then it was further noted how it goes in our time in the world today when one 
friend comes to another, how first of all the pictures are brought out and studied 
and talked about, and how professing Christians want to do the very same thing. 
But what does Paul say in Romans 12? “I admonish you therefore, beloved 
brethren, by the mercies [of God] that you present your bodies as a sacrifice 
which is living, holy, and acceptable to God.” We are not to give our bodies to 
something which leads to idolatry or idol worship. Our God will be that which 
we honor most. The Savior says (Matt.6:21): For where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also; and Luke 6:45: “With that of which the heart is full, the 
mouth overflows.” And in Col. 3 it says: If you now have risen with Christ, 
seek that which is above, where Christ is sitting at the right hand of God. Direct 
your minds toward the heavenly and not toward the earthly. You have died and 
your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ our life will appear, then you 
too will appear with Him in glory. Therefore mortify your earthly members, 
adultery, indecency, unnatural lust, evil desires, and abominable greed, which is 
like idolatry, etc. {p. 16] 

Then it was further noted about this question, that it had come before the 
second “Conferenz” on the 27" of May, 1863, and it was not approved then and 
therefore can not be approved now, since it is against the Word of God. 


5. This quotation as inserted in the Proceedings was taken from Martin Luther’s version of the 
Bible. For a more polished translation see Edgar J. Goodspeed, ed. and trans., The Apocrypha, an 
American Translation (New York: Random House, 1959), 205-06. 
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My friends, you who let yourselves be photographed or have your likeness 
taken, and perhaps send your pictures around, we warn you, let go of those 
pictures, which are only a picture or a shadow anyway of something ephemeral, 
for we are surely of earth and shall return to earth. Why then must we be so 
proud that we decorate ourselves and have ourselves photographed? Much 
more we should follow the example of Jesus Christ; this is the example [or 
picture—a play on words] that we should honor. If I am father, where is my 
honor? If I am Lord, does man fear me? Says the Lord Zeboath (Mal. 1:6). He 
who was so poor that He had not where to lay His head has said that we should 
not make any picture or likeness. This one has left us His testament in which 
His whole counsel and will are described, as are the beautiful rewards and 
promises, provided we act according to His counsel and will. 


At the last year’s “Conferenz,” held near Hopedale, Tazewell Co., Ill., three 
men were selected to go to Logan Co. in order to examine the matter between 
the two congregations which needed to be straightened out and put in order, but 
since no work has been done on this matter, this {p. 17) meeting has considered it 
good to select two men to send over there and see whether they are still willing 
to have the matter adjusted and want to have peace restored.° 


The men who were selected are David J. Zuck from Pa., and Johannes 
Schmeily from Ohio. 


Question 6: May it be considered scriptural if a member of the church fails 
to practice avoidance two or three times, and that knowingly? Should he always 
be treated with patience [whether he does it either] in weakness or deliberately? 


A “Comite” was appointed to consider this question, namely: Christian 
Schlögel from Ill., Johannes Kenage from Ind., David Pitschy from Ohio, 
Christian Nafziger from Ill., and Johannes Schrag from Dakota. 


Answer to the 6th question: II Tim. 4:2 says: “Preach the Word; keep it up, 
whether the time be convenient or inconvenient; discipline, rebuke, and 
admonish with all patience and doctrine.” Should someone do it out of 
impertinence, then an additional penalty follows. But should he do it out of 
weakness or ignorance, then he should be disciplined with patience. Thus we 
leave the matter to the ministers who will investigate the matter. 


During the committee’s absence Jonathan Schmucker from Ohio gave an 
edifying talk to the assembly. First he urged that we should prepare ourselves 
for another home, since we jp. ıs) have no abiding place here, but are expecting a 
future home, and we do not want anyone to stay behind. In this time of grace 
we can win much, and also lose much if we are not attentive and on the lookout. 
But today is still the convenient time; now is still the day of salvation. 


After this an edifying talk was given by Christian Freienberger from Ohio. 
He spoke earnestly against idolatry, and idol worship and explained also what 
the works of the flesh are and how a person should cleanse himself, also how 


6. One new development in the continuing difficulties between the congregations in Logan and 
Champaign counties, Ohio, was some mysterious difficulty which spilled into the congregation in 
Wayne County, involving several young men in the latter congregation. This came to a head in 
August, 1876.—Creative Congregationalism, 93. 
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parents should bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
etc. 


Then David Z. Yoder from Ohio was called upon to admonish the people 
further. He explained how we must be new and re-born in order to enter the 
kingdom of God. He also reminded the listeners how Esau sold his birthright, 
and how we should be on our guard that we do not consider our birthright so 
lightly, but walk constantly in the fear of God and take the helmet of salvation 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. Yes, let us not stumble 
like a lame person, but rather become well. 


The meeting was then closed with the singing of the song on page 323: 
“Jesus, Build Your Body,” etc. [p. 19) 


Afternoon Meeting 


The afternoon meeting was opened with the singing of the song on page 303: 
“Oh Brethren, Continue With Watching,” etc. Then Christian Nafziger from III. 
was called upon to give an admonition. He admonished the listeners [thus]: 
Since the government protects us and we have been able to enjoy such 
wonderful freedom under its protection, let us see to it carefully that this 
freedom does not actually serve us as a cover for evil, but might much rather 
serve to the welfare and salvation of our souls. 


Then Nobertus Sproll from Ind. was called upon to admonish the listeners 
further. He reminded them very earnestly how much Jesus had suffered for us, 
how He has prepared the way in gentleness and humility, and how He now 
calls: Come here to Me, all of you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
revive you (Matt. 11:28). It was also told how we should learn gentleness and 
humility from our Savior, so that we may bring our souls into rest, for “God 
resists the proud, but He gives grace to the humble.” He reminded the listeners 
that Christ came to save sinners and not the righteous, for the healthy do not 
need a physician, but the sick. ip. 20] 


After this a letter was read by the chairman, Samuel Yoder, written by Paul 
P. Herschberger, Milford, Seward Co., Nebraska, in which he made a request to 
the meeting to send them a bishop [Bischof] to conduct the Lord’s Supper with 
them. So it was considered well to send two bishops to take care of this work. 
Since it was noted that there was more work to do over there, the chairman 
named Christian Rupp and Christian Nafziger, both from Ill., to this task, and 
the “Conferenz” agreed unanimously.’ 


7. There are some discrepancies between the several accounts of the beginnings of the Amish 
Mennonites in Nebraska on the one hand, and the Proceedings for those years on the other. W. W. 
Cox, History of Seward County, Nebraska (Lincoln, Neb., 1888), 189, said that “their first 
communion was held October, 1875, by the Rev. Christian Kapf [Ropp], of McLean Co., Ill., who 
was sent by the conference held in Illinois that year... . In the spring of 1876, Rev. Paul P. 
Hershberger came from Henry Co., Iowa . . . . Late that fall communion was held by Rev. 
Neohzecker [Christian Nafziger] and Rev. Zoher [Jacob Zehr] from Woodford Co., Ill.” 

But the 1875 Proceedings make no mention of ministers being chosen by the conference to go to 
Nebraska. It may be concluded that W. W. Cox was given the wrong dates and that the first 
communion was held in October, 1876, by Christian Ropp and Christian Nafziger, as appointed by 
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The afternoon meeting was closed with an admonition and prayer by David 
J. Zuck from Pa. He reminded the listeners how all of them owe thanks to their 
Creator for all the good things which He has bestowed upon them, as well as for 
all the admonitions which they have heard in these days. He also spoke very 
earnestly about watching and praying, to which we are directed by the Savior 
Himself (Mark 14:38): “Watch and pray that you fall not into temptation.” 
Then we were told how Joshua led the children of Israel into the land of 
Caanan, and how they went through the Jordan by faith, and how we should 
believe in God and His Word, and not doubt, for a doubter may not think that he 
will receive anything. May we strive to enter into the heavenly Caanan. pp. 21) 


A different spirit had entered Joshua and so must man receive another spirit 
in order to enter the heavenly dwellings. He also noted how the Pharisee and 
tax collector went into the temple to pray, and how children should be obedient 
to their parents, how the parents are to bring up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, that they should not adorn them and bring them up in 
pride and splendor, according to the styles of the world, but much rather direct 
them to self-abasement and humility, and lead the way for them in all Christian 
virtues, and instruct them in the ways of God and try to lead them to Jesus. 


For the closing the song on page 15, “Praise and Honor Be to the Highest 
Good,” was sung. 


Wednesday, the 7th of June 
Forenoon Meeting 


The meeting was opened with the singing of the song on page 139: “Lord 
Jesus, Turn Toward Us.” Then an admonition and prayer by Christian S. 


Stucky from Ohio followed. In the admonition the great poverty and weakness 


of humanity was portrayed, and that just as the natural mortal cannot exist 
without partaking of natural food, so the spiritual [p. 22} body cannot be preserved 
if it does not partake of spiritual food. The Savior says (Matt. 4:4): “A person 
does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God.” Then it was noted how we should not fail to gather food for our immortal 
souls during this time of grace, for now is still the convenient time, now is still 
the day of salvation. Our life here is very short in comparison to the long 
eternity, and therefore we have great reason to strive to enter in the tight gate 
and to walk on the narrow road, for the broad road leads to perdition; and if the 
righteous scarcely be saved, where will the ungodly and sinner appear (I Pet. 
4:18)? And he also admonished us earnestly that we should not strive for the 
earthly things of this world, but much more, as the Savior says (Matt. 6:33), “to 
seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall 
be yours as well.” 


the conference. The first service included eleven persons in the J. M. T. Miller home. Perhaps then it 
was in the late fall of 1877 that Christian Nafziger and Jacob Zehr returned there to administer 
communion in the home of Jacob Stauffer. Twenty-three members were present, including three 
newly baptized.—E. Phillip Clemens, “Origin and Early History of the Mennonite Church in 
Nebraska,” MHB 17 (Jan. 1956), 1-3, 7; Ammon Miller, “The History of the East Fairview Church, 
Milford, Neb.,” MHB 22 (Jan. 1961), 4; Milford Mennonite Experience, 12-16. 
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Further we were reminded that we should pay attention to the Word of God 
and also meditate on the great love and grace of God which we have 
experienced again in that we could gather here from near and far to preach His 
Word and to listen to it, and to reflect upon this time of grace. It was also 
earnestly presented how we should prepare ourselves [p. 23) with prayer, for those 
who pray to God must pray to Him in spirit and in truth (John 4). 


Since there was no more particular work to be done, it was considered a good 
opportunity to use the time a little to admonish the audience. For the conclusion 
and leave-taking of the meeting a very loving admonition was given yet by the 
chairman, Samuel Yoder. He earnestly reminded all the listeners of their duties, 
how they should serve God in meekness and humility, and recalled the words of 
the prophet Samuel: “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us” (I Sam. 7:12). He 
encouraged all the brethren and sisters that we should not be unthankful to God 
for the mercy which He has shown unto us, and for the love, the peace, and the 
unity which has prevailed among us during our meeting, and that we may be 
assured that the good Spirit was in our midst. 


After that the parable of the seed (Matt. 13:3-9) was presented. Much was 
said about it, how we should keep our hearts open and prepared so that the good 
seed may drop in and bring forth fruit to eternal life. We should esteem 
ourselves little and not exalt ourselves one above the other. When the disciples 
came to Jesus and said: “Who is really the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 
Jesus called a child to Him and set him in the midst (Matt. 18[:2]). The qualities 
of children were clearly described. Then it was ip. 24) laid on each one’s heart that 
he should present his body a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable, which is our 
reasonable service (Rom. 12[:1]). And if a person has given his body as such a 
sacrifice, then he must forge ahead and take the sword of the Spirit and the 
helmet of salvation (Eph. 6[:17]). Also the calling of each one was described 
and [they were] warned that each one should be careful that earthly goods 
should not hinder anyone in carrying out his calling. It was further observed 
that we should serve the Lord out of love and not out of fear or compulsion, for 
since Christ has so loved us that He let his body be crucified out of pure love to 
us poor mortals, we should also manifest a reciprocal love to Him by observing 
His commandments. He says: He who loves me will also keep my 
commandments, etc. 


Then for the conclusion and leave-taking of the meeting there followed an 
admonition from Christian K. Yoder from Ohio. He expressed himself very 
forcefully how he was filled with thankfulness to God for everything good 
which He has permitted us to partake of during these past days. He earnestly 
reminded the listeners of the conversation of the Savior with the Samaritan 
woman, and also how He said to His disciples: Say not to yourselves: There are 
yet four months to the harvest. See, I say to you: Lift up your eyes and [p.25) see 
the field, for it is white already to harvest (John 4:35). He urged earnestly that 
we should not allow ourselves to be led astray but be steadfast, for each 
transgression has received its just reward, and made reference to the rich man 
and poor Lazarus (Luke 16:19). This story shows us how the righteous shall be 
rewarded and the ungodly punished. Therefore let us hold fast to the Word of 
God and not disregard it, as the apostle John says (II John 9): “He who 
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transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ hath not God; but he 
who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.” We 
should not be idle, but rather safeguard our calling; and if we are persecuted we 
should not become discouraged, for the Savior says (Matt. 5:10): “Blessed are 
those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.” And the apostle Paul says (II Tim. 3:12): And all who want to live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. If we have already been hated 
and persecuted, then we should not become weak or half-hearted in our calling, 
but much rather do as the Savior teaches (Matt. 5:44): But I say to you: Love 
your enemies; bless them that curse you; do good to them who hate you, pray 
for them who insult you and persecute you, etc. Also parting in this life. and in 
(p. 26] eternity were very earnestly described, how there the Lord will separate the 
people from one another, as may be seen in Matthew 25:[31-46]). 


At the request of the assembly yet another address was given by David 
Pitschy, in which he asserted that we are all duty-bound to thank the loving God 
and to praise Him for the manifest goodness which we have received from Him 
and referred to the verse of the poet, who says: 


Make the beginning and the end 

With God in each matter. 

With God the beginning is good; 

For the ending one should thank God. Ä /' 

He admonished us how necessary it is that one should be changed and not 
remain in the natural condition, for the natural man understands nothing of the 
Spirit of God; it is foolishness to him and he cannot understand it (I Cor. 2:14). 
Then impressive remarks were made about Philippians 2[:1-2]), where the 
apostle Paul says: If there be therefore any admonition in Christ with you, if any 
godly love and mercy, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any glorious love and 
mercy, then fulfill you my joy, etc. It was also noted how Christ has put us on 
the way to heaven, and how he calls the people to Himself (Matt. 11:28). In 
order to come to Jesus one must mortify the natural, bow under the yoke of pp. 27) 
Jesus, take up His cross, and follow the true Lamb. The parting in this life and 
the parting in eternity were earnestly described and it was laid on the hearts of 
the listeners what a joy it causes if we see one another again here after many 
years; but how much more joyful would it be to meet one another in that joyful 
eternity, where there will be a fullness of joy and a lovely Essence eternally. It 
was also set forth that without faith it is impossible to please God and that faith 
is a confident trust that one hopes and does not doubt concerning that which he 
cannot see. The forefathers accomplished much through faith and we still have 
the same God, and the Savior says: And everything that you shall ask for in 
prayer, believing, that you will receive (Matt. 21:22). 

Then for the closing of the meeting there followed yet an instructive 
admonition, parting talk, and prayer by Johannes P. Kinig from Ohio, wherein 
the hearers were very earnestly admonished and reminded of their duties. The 
second chapter of Titus, verses 1 to 11, were read as a “Text.” Then the duties 
and calling of bishops [Bischöffe] were clearly laid out, that a bishop should be 
blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not angry, not a wine bibber, not 
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a braggart, not driven to manipulative business jp. 28) dealings, but rather, 
hospitable, kind, modest, just, holy, and chaste (Titus 1:7-8). They shall preach 
and persist in season and out of season, punish, rebuke, admonish with all 
longsuffering and doctrine (II Tim. 4:2). They are to be examples, just as Paul 
admonished Titus (Titus 2:7-8): But in all things show yourself as an example 
of good works, with incorrupt doctrine, with worthiness, with wholesome and 
blameless word, so that the disagreeable may be ashamed and have nothing evil 
to say of us. 


How the ministers should be was also presented. The ministers shall be 
honorable, not two-tongued, not wine bibbers, not manipulative in business 
dealings, who have the secret of faith in a clear conscience. They were also 
admonished not to become slack or listless if they have already experienced 
many troubles and many adversities, but rather keep their loins girded with truth 
and be clothed with the breastplate of righteousness and feet shod prepared to 
carry forward the Gospel of peace, with which you are equipped. Above all, 
take the shield of faith, with which you can dissipate all the fiery darts of the 
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, ip. 29) and 
watch thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints (Eph. 6:14- 
18). And if we persevere therein until the end we will be rewarded, for the 
sufferings of this time are not to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us (Rom. 8:18). 


Then the duties of the fathers and mothers were also very clearly and 
earnestly presented. Just as Christ is the head of the church, so is man the head 
of the woman, and it was laid on the hearts of the listeners how a man should 
truly preside over his house, and lead in prayer and in all Christian virtues, and 
shall render unto his wife due friendship (I Cor. 7:3). “You wives be subject to 
your husbands in the Lord, as is fitting. You husbands, love your wives, and be 
not bitter against them” (Col. 3:18-19). And also you, yes each one, love your 
wife as yourself, but let the wife reverence the husband (Eph. 5:33). Still other 
such Scripture passages were quoted. Also the difference was set forth between 
the family which lives in love, peace, and harmony with one another and that in 
which there is discord, envy, hatred, bickering, and strife with one another. For 
where there is envy and bickering, there is disorder and idle, wicked work 
(James 3:16). We should seek after peace with complete earnestness and with 
all might, as the apostle says (Heb. 12:14): Seek after peace with all men pp. 30) 
and holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord. 


Then it was also laid on the hearts of the fathers and mothers how they 
should bring up their children and not let them have their own way, and not let 
them associate in bad company, but rather hold up the law to them as Moses 
commanded (Duet. 11:18-21): Therefore lay hold of these words in your hearts 
and in your souls and bind them as signs on your hand that they may be a 
remembrance before your eyes. And teach them to your children, that you 
speak of them when you sit in your house or when you go by the way, when 
you lie down and when you rise up. And write them upon the posts of your 
houses and on your gates. And you fathers, do not provoke your children to 
anger, but rather bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 
6:4). You fathers, do not anger your children lest they become discouraged 
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(Col. 3:21). It was also presented how the children should be subject to their 
parents as the apostle says (Eph. 6:1-2): You children, obey your parents in the 
Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother, which is the first 
commandment which has a promise. And Col. 3:20: You children, obey your 
parents in all things, for this is pleasing to the Lord. And the youth were also 
admonished to lowliness and humility, and told to withstand the evil enemy and 
fight against him, [p. 31) for he goes among mortals here like a roaring lion and 
seeks whom he may devour. Withstand him steadfastly in the faith for the evil 
enemy is outside with his army and has sent out his helpers to scatter his seed 
and seeks his opportunity wherever he can. 

Then the assembly was lovingly reminded of parting, since the time is again 
here when each one longs for the dwelling of his body. Then there followed a 
remark how we should strive so that if we do not see one another again here, we 
may meet in the joyous eternity, where there will be no more parting. 


Then a request was made to the brethren and sisters for him [Chairman John 
P. King] and his fellow pilgrims to send a good wish and a prayer to the throne 
of the Most High that the Lord might attend us on our pilgrimage to a blessed 
end when we will all go through the doors of eternal joy and blessedness. Then 
in closing the assembly turned once more to the throne of grace in thanksgiving 
and prayer for the blessing of God and His wonderful protection and fatherly 
leading. After the prayer, in parting, the song, page 95, “Live Peaceably, Said 
Christ the Lord,” was sung. 

Since no specific invitation or request was presented relative to the next 
annual meeting, [p. 32) no arrangements could be finalized. But it is to be made 
known in the Herold der Wahrheit where the next annual ministers’ meeting at 
Pentecost, 1877, shall be held.® pp. 33] 


List of the Names and Adresses of the Ministers Who Attended the Amish 
Mennonite Ministers’ Meeting Held in Fulton Co., Ohio, on the 4th, sth, 6th, 
and 7th of June 1876 


Name Post Office County 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Samuel Yoder Belleville Mifflin 
David J. Zuck Allensville Mifflin 
Johannes Esch Spruce Hill Juinata 
OHIO 

Johannes P. Kinig West Liberty Logan 
Christian K. Yoder West Liberty Logan 
Jacob König Orrville Wayne 


8. The anticipated conference of 1877 did not materialize. For some conjectures as to why no 
conference was held in that year, see Tradition, 197. 


David Z. Yoder 
Jonath. Schmucker 
Johannes Smiley 
Peter Blauch 
Nickolaus Konig 
Christ. Freienberger 
Jephtha Wyss 
Jakob Nafziger 
Christ. S. Stuckey 
Johannes Wyss 
David Pitschy 


Jos. P. Bornträger 
Joh. H. Hoffstetler 
Christian Werry 
Samuel S. Mast 
Noberteus [sic] Sproll 
Christ Lugenbill 
Joseph Yoder 
Johannes Kenage 


Christian Schlägel 
Christian Nafziger 
Noa Augsburger 
Johannes Bürkey 


Johannes Schrag 
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Orrville 
Orrville 


Smithville Stat[ion] 


Smithville 
Pettisville 
Pettisville 
Pettisville 
Archbold 
Elmira 
Elmira 
Berlin 


INDIANA 
Lagrange 
Lagrange 
Lima 
Lima 
North Grove 
Chamberlain 
Bristol 
Goshen 


ILLINOIS 


Chenoa 
Hopedale 
Hopedale 
Tremont 


DAKOTA 
Childstown 


Wayne 
Wayne 
Wayne 
Wayne 
Fulton 
Fulton 


Fulton [p. 34] 


Fulton 
Fulton 
Fulton 
Holmes 


Lagrange 
Lagrange 
Lagrange 
Lagrange 
Miami 
Allen 
Elkhart 
Elkhart 


McLean 

Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 


Turner 
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Schalten am 9, 0., 11. und 12. Sunt 1878. 


Auf den Pyingftfemmtag verfunmtelten fie fich zum CSottesdienft, nahe 


Surefa, Woodford Co., SI. 
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THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF 1878 


Report of the Proceedings of the Sixteenth Annual Ministers’ Meeting of the 
Amish Mennonite Ministry, Held on the gth, 1oth, 11 th, and 12th of June, 
1878,' Near Eureka, Woodford County, III.’ pp. 3) 


Report of the Proceedings of the Sixteenth Annual Gathering of the Amish 
Mennonite Ministry and Brotherhood 


Sunday the 9th of July [should be June] 


The meeting was opened with singing, after which there followed a powerful 
introductory talk by J. K. Yoder from Wayne Co., Ohio, in which he 
admonished those assembled to quietly pay attention and carefully reminded 
them of what they owed their God and Creator. Then the second chapter of 
Acts was read and carefully explained and clearly expounded by Joseph 
Schlégel from Iowa, how the disciples were together in one accord and then 
received the gift of the Holy Spirit. Then the message was witnessed to by 
several ministers as the pure Word of God, and the forenoon meeting was 
closed with prayer and singing. [p. 4] 


Afternoon Meeting 


On Sunday afternoon it was thought desirable to hold the service in two 
places. Since the weather was somewhat rainy, the young people were called 


1. The conference of 1878 proved to be the last of the annual meetings which were initiated in 
1862, although those attending seemed not to be aware of its impending demise. Internal evidence 
indicates that the continuity of the conference was in jeopardy at several junctures. In 1875 and again 
in 1876 the conference adjourned without settling on a place of meeting for the ensuing year. That 
no conference was held in 1877 is even more an indication that the yearly meetings were 
floundering. | 

On the surface, the minutes of the 1878 meeting give the impression that the conference was 
alive and well. But a more careful reading suggests that John K. Yoder and a few other leaders were 
proposing heroic measures (and quite radical too) to protect and strengthen the conference and the 
emerging Amish Mennonite church. Moderator John K. Yoder spared no words in an effort to shore 
up the authority of conference. And the proposal for “Distrikt” conferences was likewise an effort to 
improve the procedures and the structure of this church. 


That 32 of the 43 ministers ‘attending the conference were from Illinois reflects one of the 
weaknesses of the conference, that of the unstable pattern of attendance by the ministers of the 
denomination. In particular, the absence of one of the perennial leaders, John P. King, was ominous. 
Clearly there was a breakdown of relations between John K. Yoder and Samuel Yoder on the one 
hand and King on the other. For a more complete study of the disintegration of the cooperative 
efforts of these three men see Tradition, 200-201. | 

2. Announcement of this conference was made as follows in the HoT 15 (March 1878), 46 under 
the heading, “Amish Conference:” 

The annual conference of the Amish brethren will be held this year, on Whitsuntide, 
commencing June gt , near Eureka, Woodford County, Illinois. All ministers, brethren, 
and sisters in the United States and Canada are cordially invited to meet with us on that 
occasion. The Railroad Station is Eureka, Woodford Co., Ill., on the Toledo, Peoria, and 
Warsaw Railroad. 
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upon to meet in the shelter [Obdach] which had been designated for the 
“Conferenz,” while the sisters and the older people remained in the 
meetinghouse.” The meeting was opened with singing, after which a talk was 
given by Christian K. Yoder from Ohio. Then the third chapter of Acts was 
read and discussed and clearly explained by Paul Herschberger from Nebraska. 
Then several ministers were called upon to add something more from God’s 
Word, which they willingly did and gave witness that the message was in 
accordance with the Word of God. Then the service was closed by Paul 
Herschberger with prayer and singing. 


A similar service in similar manner and with the same significance was held 
under the shelter where the young [p.5) people had gathered. It was opened with 
singing and then Joseph Berky from Bureau Co., Ill., gave a talk. Then the third 
chapter of Acts was also read and J. K. Yoder spoke on that [passage] and 
explained it clearly. Then the Word was richly presented by Jonathan 
Schmucker, and after that the service was brought to a close by Joseph Schlegel 
from Iowa and closed with prayer and singing. 


Monday, the 10h of June“ 


On Monday morning the service was opened with singing and Christian 
Rupp admonished to listen quietly. Then Samuel Yoder from Pa. was called 
upon to explain the reason for the meeting, which he did faithfully and also 
reminded each member of his duties. Further, J. K. Yoder was nominated as 
chairman by Christian Rupp, and accepted by a unanimous counsel, and J. K. 
Yoder chose Joseph Schlegel from Iowa as his assistant. Then the chairman 
declared faithfully that all rulings [Beschlüsse] of former ip. 6 “Conferenzen” 
shall be administered and upheld, and that no one has the right to disregard 
them. Rather, if someone thinks he has a Gospel-oriented reason against it [a 
ruling], it is his duty to bring the matter to the next “Conferenz” for its 
[re]consideration. Then every member, particularly the ministers and preachers, 
were admonished by the chairman to be faithful in their calling and that they 
should see to it that the rulings which they helped to make at the “Conferenz” 
are observed, as much as almighty God gives them grace and strength to do so, 
in order that we might not be as those who help to decide a matter and then go 
away and disregard it.” Then Joseph Schlegel from Iowa faithfully reminded 


3. For the second and last time the conference met in a meetinghouse. The host congregation at 
Roanoke had originated as a part of what was called Mackinaw Meeting, organized in 1838. In 1873 
the Mackinaw Meeting began meeting in two locations and thus two congregations (still sharing the 
same ministers) emerged. The northern portion of the congregation continued to meet in homes until 
1875, when the Roanoke meetinghouse was constructed near Roanoke and dedicated in August of 
that year—Centennial History, 203-204. What was evidently the Obdach is described in “The 
Amish in Conference” (Part II, Doc. 22,) as “a huge shed, covered with fencing boards,” which was 
erected at one side of the meetinghouse. 


4. For a graphic description of the physical setting of the conference and of the appearance of the 
audience on that Monday morning, see Part II, Doc. 22, 2-3. 


5. More than any other participant in the annual conferences, Bishop John K. Yoder never ceased 


to call for the faithful enforcement of the rulings of conference. To him, indifference to, and non- 
performance of, conference decisions smacked of that cardinal sin of disobedience. 
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each member once more of his calling. Further, two secretaries—Joseph 
Rediger, Roanoke, Woodford Co., Ill., and Joseph Birky, Hopedale, Tazewell 
Co., Ill—were appointed by the chairman with the counsel of the ministers. 


Afternoon Meeting 


In the afternoon the meeting was opened with singing. ip. 7) Then came an 
earnest admonition by Christian K. Yoder from Ohio, giving the hearers the 
opportunity to take in a rich feeding of the soul. Then Andreas Oesch from Ill. 
was called upon to proclaim the Word of God further, which he willingly did. 
Following that other ministers were called upon to proclaim further the counsel 
and will of God, which all of them did earnestly with the help of the Lord. Then 
the closing talk was given by Moses Stutzman from Ohio and closed with 
prayer and singing. 

Tuesday, the 1 1th of June 


The meeting was opened with singing. Then a talk was given by Christian 
Nafziger in which all listeners were richly admonished to thank God for His 
great goodness and grace which He has bestowed on us so richly on this day. 
Then followed a prayer by Samuel Yoder from Pa. Yet another earnest talk was 
given by J. K. Yoder from Ohio to consider the matter and try to find the means 
and a way that the rulings of the “Conferenz” might be better observed and pp. s] 
might serve for the building up of the church. After the matter had been 
discussed by various ministers, a “Comite” was appointed to find a means and a 
way. For this purpose the following men were selected: Johannes Schmeile 
from Ohio, Samuel Yoder from Pa., Christian Scherz from Ill., Christian 
Nafziger from Ill., and Christian Rupp from III. 


The following ruling was made by the “Comite”: We believe that all matters 
should be examined first in the congregation in which they originated, and that 
all efforts should be made to straighten out the matter there. If it cannot be 
resolved there, then it should be brought before the “Distrikt” meeting® in the 
same “Distrikt” where it occurred, where such is held or will be held, and be 
brought before the [district?] church council. If it cannot be settled there, then it 
should, with the counsel of the church, be brought before the general 
onterenz.” 


Further, a letter from the congregation in Nebraska, addressed to Christian 
Rupp, was read to the assembly. In it the eastern churches were asked to give or 


6. In 1878 there were no structured “district” conferences in the Amish Mennonite church. It 
appears, therefore, that the committee was proposing a new dimension in the polity of the Amish 
Mennonites. That observer who wrote “The Amish in Conference” (Part II, Doc. 24) said that such 
restructuring was proposed to avoid congestion of the agenda in this church-wide conference by 
creating a system of district conferences which would screen out and resolve “petty” local disputes 
(pp. 3-4). 

Perhaps the conference had in mind such ministers’ meetings as were held in Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania or such as Jonathan Yoder held in Illinois in 1868 and 1869.—Stoltzfus Documents, 
Doc. 56; Central Conference, 59. 
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to send aid or [p.9)a contribution to build a meetinghouse.’ Then another letter 
from Nebraska was read to the assembly as follows: 


Nebraska, the rd of June, 1878 


Grace and peace from the heavenly Father, and the pure love of Jesus Christ 
is desired for you, together with a greeting of love and peace from us to all the 
brethren and sisters to whose ears this writing is brought; along with a call to 
prayer, for we are greatly in need of the intercession of the believers, and what 
we request we are also willing to do [i. e., pray for you], provided the almighty 
God helps us with His grace and mercy. 


Further we have a request from the entire Sonerebaiion living in Seward | 


County, Nebraska, to the ministers’ meeting that they select men to come and 
visit us [at Seward]. The counsel of the congregation was that two bishops 
[Aeltesten-Diener] should undertake to install a bishop for us. We leave the 
matter to you. May God the Almighty protect and guard us and you, until a 
blessed end, all through Jesus Christ, Amen.® [p. 10) 


Then the question was raised whether the assembly would consider it 
appropriate to send Samuel Yoder from Pa., since he intends to make a visit to 
Nebraska [anyway], and then add another man to look into this matter. This 
[suggestion] was unanimously accepted. After that another admonition was 
given by Johannes Schrag and closed with prayer. | 


Afternoon Meeting 


In the afternoon the service was opened with singing. Then a “Comite” was 
requested and also selected to examine the letters and also the witnesses 
concerning J. P. Kinig’s situation.” The names of the men on the committee 
were as follows: Andreas Rupp from Ill., Christian Nafziger from Ill., Samuel 
Yoder from Pa., Christian Scherz from Ill., Johannes Birkey from Ill., Jakob 
Zehr from Ill., Valentin Neuhauser from Ill. The answer runs as follows: We as 
a “Comite” cannot pronounce him guilty or innocent on the basis of the 
evidence which we have received and believe a “Comite” should be sent there 
to investigate the matter [p. 11) where it has occurred. While the committee which 


7. It had seemed almost impossible for the congregation in Seward County, Nebraska, to 
continue to hold services in their homes. Consequently, the congregation was building such 
meetinghouse already at the time of the conference, or would build that year (1878) yet. The 
meetinghouse was 28 ft. wide, 40 ft. long, and 12 ft. high. The cost was $1,368. Jacob Zehr from 
Tazewell County, Ill., and Joseph Schlegel from Henry County, Iowa, came to conduct the 
dedication services.—E. Phillip Clemens, “Origin and Early History of the Mennonite Church in 
Nebraska,” MHB (Jan. 1956), 1; Ammon Miller, “The History of the East Fairview Church, Milford, 
Neb.,” MHB (Jan. 1961), 4; Milford Mennonite Experience, 15-16. 


8. In 1879 Joseph Schlegel, a bishop since 1868, moved to Nebraska and became the bishop for 
the Seward County congregation. He had purchased land there in 1878.—Miller, “East Fairview 
Church,” 4. 


9.For the last time the conference dealt with the continuing difficulties in the Logan County and 
Champaign County congregations. On April 22, 1878, four ministers—including John P. King 
himself—had written John K. Yoder, asking him to come to them and help to investigate “how John 
P. King stands in the congregation.” —Tradition, 324, note 129. 
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was to investigate the matter of J. P. Kinig was absent, the assembly was richly 
admonished by several of the ministers through God’s Word. After that the 
service was closed with prayer and singing. 


Wednesday, the 12th of June 


The service was opened with singing. Then came an introduction from 
Christian Risser, wherein he brought to the heart of the hearers that just so little 
as the body can exist without bodily food, so little can the soul live without soul 
nourishment, and he admonished the listeners thoroughly through God’s Word 
and prepared them for prayer, and then led them in prayer. After that the 
assembly was thoroughly admonished through God’s Word by Johannes 
Gunden. He pointed out to the assembled ones that Jesus Christ is the true light 
that was to come into the world to illuminate all the souls who surrender 
themselves to Him and are faithful to Him. Then Johannes Nafziger was called 
upon to edify us through the Word of God. He pointed out that while [p. 12) the 
heavens tell of God’s glory and the firmament speaks of the work of His hands, 
how much more should a person praise his God and Creator, since he is made in 
His image and must give an account of his life [Hiersein] here. Then Daniel 
Roth was called upon to present God’s Word to us further, which he willingly 
did, and gave us an exposition of the sower, as to what we sow here and harvest 
in eternity. Then Jakob Zehr was called upon to lead the forenoon service to a 
close. He faithfully set before our eyes how much the almighty God has done 
for us, and that through His great love and compassion, He sent His beloved 
Son into this world, who gave himself as a sacrifice for the human race, that is, 
for those who walk according to His commandments. Then the forenoon 
service was closed with singing. 


Afternoon Meeting 


The afternoon service was opened with singing. Then the reason why there 
was a change in the manner of accepting [p. 13) questions which would be handed 
in to the “Conferenz” [in the future] was discussed, and clearly explained and 
the matter fully laid out by J. K. Yoder, so that it served to the general 
satisfaction of all. Afterward Samuel Yoder and Joseph Schlögel spoke about 
the subject in the same vein. More very impressive talks were given. J. K. 
Yoder laid it on the heart of everyone very impressively that we should not look 
for perfection in people, but rather that we should raise our eyes to the Almighty 
God who made heaven and earth, and to His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, for only 
the Almighty God is perfect. He also admonished us faithfully to prepare for 
death at any time and admonished us to true and faithful love and unwavering 
faith, and to walk in the ways of the Lord. After him a talk was given by Joseph 
Schlegel. He admonished all shepherds and preachers to faithfulness. He 
referred to King Saul who had been sent to destroy the Amalekites, but who was 
disobedient to the command and therefore was punished by Samuel, who 
pointed out to him that obedience is better than sacrifice, for 1.14 disobedience is 
a sin of witchcraft and rebellion is idolatry and idol worship. He also faithfully 
admonished all brethren and sisters to have true love and unity among 
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themselves, so that we may all together inherit eternal salvation. He also 
admonished all the house-fathers and the house-mothers that they should 
faithfully observe their calling and try to bring up their youth in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. He also admonished the youth that they should obey 
God the Almighty, and His holy and faithful Word. Then the closing talk was 
given by Samuel Yoder, in which all present were admonished to be faithful, 
and particularly those who have made a covenant with God and the church, so 
that the vanities of this world may have no place in a spiritual congregation. He 
also urgently admonished all house-fathers and house-mothers to walk 
according to their calling, and emphasized and pressed it upon our hearts, that 
we as house-fathers will have to give an account of our life [Hiersein] here on 
the great judgment day, and that each one will receive [a reward] according to 
the way he lived and walked here. He also described to us [p. 1s] how the Savior 
sent out His apostles to teach, to preach, and to baptize, and that no one 
presumed to oppose anything that Jesus and his disciples did. Then all the 
listeners were earnestly admonished to have family devotions and prayer 
regularly. 


Now through God’s grace the meeting was brought to an end and closed with 
prayer and singing. May the Almighty God give us all faithful hearts that we 
might guard His holy Word, which has been expounded to us so richly in our 
hearts, so that we might order and direct our lives in accordance with it so that 
all of us together may enter into the eternal joy and glory, and that through Jesus 
Christ, Amen." jp. 16] 


LIST 


of the Names and Addresses of the Ministers Who Were Present at the Amish 
Mennonite Ministers’ Meeting Held on the oth, 10th, 11 th, and 12th of June, 
1878, in Woodford Co., Ill. 


Name Post Office County 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Samuel Yoder Belleville Mifflin 


10. There is no hint in the minutes of this 1878 conference that the annual meetings would not 
continue. In the closing session John K. Yoder described how the conference would function in the 
years ahead. An upbeat report of the conference in the HoT (Aug. 15, 1878), 136 was supportive and 
encouraging and gave no indication that this annual event would not continue: 


Our Amish Brethren held their Conference this year commencing on Whit-Sunday, near 
Eureka, in Woodford Co., Ill., and continued four days. Forty-three ministers and 
bishops, from Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illinois, lowa, Nebraska and Dakota were 
present, and we trust, as we have reason to believe from the report of the meeting, that 
they have done much to the edification and encouragement of the churches. 


For possible reasons for the discontinuance of these conferences see Tradition, 201. 


Proceedings — 1878 


Johannes K. Yoder 
Johannes Schmeile 
Christian K. Yoder 
Moses Stutzman 


Joseph Bornträger 
Jonathan Schmucker 


Christian Schlögel 
Johannes P. Schmitt 
Johannes Albrecht 
Daniel Steinman 
Valentin Neuhauser 
Christian Egli 
Christian Risser 
Christian Rupp 
Jakob Zehr 

Jakob Rediger 
Joseph Wagner 
Joseph Rediger 
Christian Schrak 
Joseph Bachman 
Christian Oesch 
Christian Schertz 
Georg Summer 
Christian Schertz 
Peter Guth 
Andreas Rupp 
Peter Rupp 

Daniel Roth 
Johannes Bachman 
Johannes Birky 
Christian Nafziger 
Johannes Nafziger 
Joseph Spring 
Johannes Egli 
Joseph Birky 
Andreas Birky 
Joseph Birkey 
Andreas Oesch 


OHIO 


Orrville 
Smithville 
West Liberty 
West Liberty 


INDIANA 


Lagrange 
Nappanee 


ILLINOIS 


Schenoa 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Gridley 
Danvers 
Hudson 
Lilly 
Eureka 
Eureka 
Roanoke 
Roanoke 
Metamora 
Metamora 
Metamora 
Spring Bay 
Washington 
Washington 
Pekin 
Pekin 
Morton 
Morton 
Tremont 
Hopedale 
Hopedale 
Hopedale 
Hopedale 
Hopedale 
Lovington 
Providence 
Providence 


Wayne 
Wayne 
Logan 
Logan 


Lagrange 
Elkhart [p. 17) 


McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
McLean 
Tazewell 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Woodford 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Tazewell pp. 13] 
Tazewell 
Tazewell 
Moul|t]rie 
Bureau 
Bureau 
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IOWA 
Joseph Schlégel Marschall 
Johannes B. Gunden Trenton 
NEBRASKA 


Paul P. Herschberger West’s Mill 


DAKOTA 
Johannes Schrag Childstown 


Henry 
Henry 


Seward 


Turner 
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. “Articles of the Ministers Conference of the Ministers of the Various 


Congregations,” April 20, 1864 


. Diary Entries by Joseph Yoder, May 15-22, 1864 

. Letter of Henry Egly to Peter Litwiller, December 30, 1864 

. Letter of Jacob Schwartzendruber to the Ministers’ meeting, May 29, 1865 

. Agreement of Thirty-Four Ministers, Holmes County, Ohio, June 1, 1865 

. “Copy Of a Letter In Reply To a Letter From a Universalist,” October 17, 


1865 
. Letter of Henry Egly to John K. Yoder, February 6, 1866 
. John M. Brenneman, “Unity Among the Brethren,” March, 1866 


. Jacob Schwartzendruber, Letter to Jonathan Yoder, Andrew and Christian 
Ropp and Others, October 18, 1866 


. Ten Articles of the Offenthal Conference, Offenthal near St. Goarshausen, 
Hesse-Nassau, May 21, 1867 


. John F. Funk, “Annual Conference of the Omish Mennonite Church,” July, 
1870 


. Joseph Stuckey, Eine Begebenheit ..., July 1, 1871 


. John F. Funk, “The Conference Minutes of the Omish Mennonite Church,” 
August, 1871 


. “Rules and Order of the Congregation,” Daviess County, Indiana, 
November 21, 1871 


. Joseph Joder, “The Glad Tidings,” 1869 

. John K. Yoder, “A Visit to the Western Churches,” 1872 
. John P. King, “A Visit to Illinois,” December, 1872 

. Benjamin Eicher, “A Visit to Illinois,” December, 1872 


. Newspaper Account Published in the Mount Pleasant, Iowa Free Press, May 
28, 1874 


“The Mennonites,” The Delavan Times, May 22, 1875 
“The Amish in Conference,” Religious Intelligence, 1878 
“A General Conference,” by “Constant Reader,” 1899 


Part II: Documents 239 


Document 1 
Letter of Ch. Aug. Ramseyer to Shem Zook, February 1, 1861 


At the time this letter was written Charles Auguste (Karl August) Ramseyer 
(1824-1895) was an Amish preacher in Canton Neuchatel, Switzerland, where 
he spent his entire life. In 1897, following his death his book, Histoire des 
Baptistes, was published.‘ The letter is addressed to Shem Zook, Mifflin 
County, Pennsylvania and is clearly a response to a letter Ramseyer had 
received from Zook in which the latter had made some inquiries about Amish 
and Mennonite beliefs and practices in Europe, particularly in Switzerland. The 
letter had been written in the midst of those controversies which were dividing 
the Amish church in America. 


Before the end of the year in which the letter was written both Zook and his 
bishop would become involved, with others, in proposing and planning for the 
introduction of those annual Amish ministers’ conferences on which this volume 
focuses. 


Zook had evidently asked Ramseyer whether the Anabaptists in Switzerland 
were Strict or lenient in their administration of church discipline. And he must 
have also asked what procedures were followed there in administering the rite 
of baptism, for a section of Ramseyer’s letter deals extensively with the way the 
Swiss Anabaptists baptized. In view of Zook’s preoccupation with the question 
of stream baptism, it is not surprising that he had inquired about how the 
Anabaptists in Switzerland baptized. The following excerpts from Ramsyer’s 
letter reflect Zook’s concerns in these areas. 


The original of this letter is lost. However, it was circulated among several 
Amish bishops and one of them, Jacob Schwarzendruber of Johnson County, 
Iowa, made a copy which is now a part of the Daniel B. Swartzendruber 
Collection, AMC. 


Concerning the first question, whether I am a preacher of the so-called strict, 
or of the more lenient Mennonites,’ this question is difficult to answer, 
inasmuch as these expressions are seldom used and understood in this country, 
and here in this country there are other groups which are narrower or broader 
than we are in their views. For example, the so-called New Anabaptists 
(Apostolic Christian Church) are narrower; they cannot even pray with people 
from other groups. Some fellowships are broader, which also admit to the 
Lord’s Supper those who were only baptized in their infancy. And between 
these two extremes, there are in Switzerland yet divers gradations. 


Concerning baptism: We baptize no under-age children, but only persons of 
age who confess their faith, and to whom the Holy Spirit gives witness that they 


1. Delbert Gratz, Bluffton, Ohio, letter to Steve Estes (Feb. 16, 1997), 3; Mennonitisches 
Lexicon, s. v. “Ramseyer, C. Auguste,” by [Christian] Neff. 

2. European Amish of the nineteenth century often spoke of themselves as Mennonites, or as 
Anabaptists. 
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are God’s children. But if anyone should deceive us and profess to be 
converted, for whom it was not true, then this is known to God. And if it 
becomes public knowledge, then such a one would be put out if he or she is not 
converted. 

We baptize only in water, actually in clean water and preferably in running 
water, if it is possible. But if flowing water is not available, then we do it in 
other [water], for we do not read from Scripture that flowing water is essential. 
The reason John states as to why John the Baptist baptized in the Jordan near 
Aenon [John 3:23] was that much—meaning enough—water was there.” 


Concerning the kind and the mode of the service, at this time [there is] no 
fast rule, but rather each time being led by the impelling of the Spirit, 
considering the nature of the site, sometimes by complete immersion, 
sometimes by pouring water over the applicant for baptism who is in water with 
a triple surge of water, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Whether the applicant kneels through this, lies down, sits, or stands,* such is 
adjusted according to the depth of the available water, and according to his own 
desire. I do not place much significance in such matters, but rather in the fact 
that this step is taken on the basis of a pure conscience, and in other respects 
that it be as much as possible like a burial and complete washing and bath. How 
this is carried out depends on the conditions present at the time. 


Otherwise we do not argue about such matters. Rather, we recognize any 
baptism which is an expression of faith and obedience, according to the best 
knowledge and conscience, and [the existing] physical setting. But on principle 
I never baptize someone who is not in water by means of mere pouring. 
Furthermore, we never speculate about the actual meaning of the Greek word, 
baptisein, whether it means immersion, or can mean something else, since after 
all so very few people understand Greek, and [even] the scholars are not agreed 
thereupon. 


Concerning church discipline, minor offenses call for a warning and, if 
necessary, exclusion from the Lord’s Supper, and greater or persistent smaller 
[offenses] call for the ban with shunning—shunning however without conjugal 
separation,’ unless it should come to the place that the banned spouse should 


3. These references to baptism in flowing water must certainly be a response to Zook’s inquiries 
on this subject. In 1860-61 the Amish ministers and laity of Mifflin County, Pennsylvania and 
Wayne County, Ohio, were preoccupied with this question. Ramseyer responds that the biblical 
criterion on this question is that there be enough water, not that the water be flowing. 


4. Ramseyer may be twitting Zook about his preoccupation with a matter which he, Ramseyer, 
considers to be of little or no consequence. 


5. The German word Besprengung, which can also be translated “sprinkling,” has been translated 
here and below as “pouring,” given the Anabaptist and later Mennonite baptismal practice, which 
has consistently been either “pouring” or “immersion,” but not sprinkling. See “Baptism, “ by 
H[arold] S. Blender], ME 1:224-28 and the Mennonitisches Lexikon, s. v. “Taufe,” by Samuel 
Geiser, [Harold S.] Bender, and [Gerhard] Hein for the historical background. 


6. That a guilty spouse could continue in conjugal relationship with his/her marriage partner, but 
otherwise be shunned by him/her, was an option never considered by any Amish fellowship in 
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become a snare to the other. In such a case this one is at liberty to live alone 
until the situation gets better. Nevertheless in this matter the actual one who 
discerns [the case] must weigh carefully the individual’s unique circumstances. 


Translated with the assistance of Leonard Gross, and entered here with the 
permission of the Mennonite Historical Committee and the AMC. The entire 
letter may be found in Leonard Gross and Paton Yoder, “Amish Anabaptists in 
Switzerland in 1861: Ch. Aug. Ramseyer’s Letter to Shem Zook, February 1, 
1861, As Copied by Bishop Jacob Swartzendruber in 1862,” MHB (July, 1996), 
5-9. 


Document 2 


“Short Account of the Life, Doctrine and Example of Our Old 
Ministers,” 


by John Stoltzfus, June 4, 1862 


John Stoltzfus (1805-1887) was a deacon from the Lower Pequea 
congregation in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Possibly he had prepared 
this essay for presentation at the first church-wide Diener Versammlungen in 
Wayne County, Ohio. Although the Proceedings for the meeting do not indicate 
the use of this document, his letter to his wife [Doc. 3], indicates otherwise. 
Stoltzfus wrote: “My writing was read today [June 9, 1862] before the 
assembled congregation.” 


Firstly, they have taught us to strive earnestly for work, industry, and 
honesty, as well as for humility in outward conduct and have taught this and 
themselves led the way in doing this. Their way of life was simple, as were 
their clothing, homes, and food. They warned against pride. Tall flouncy hats, 
suspenders, buttons, were in part opposed. Multi-colored and striped clothing 
were opposed, and also having “Kerpets” [carpets] was opposed. To have good 
clothing was permitted and also cutting the beard was not allowed. And then 
also with the sisters pride was opposed, and the many changes in styles were 
looked upon as foolish. Yet from time to time improvements were accepted, 
according to the time and circumstances, such changes as were useful for the 
well-being and benefit of the body. Their occupation was work and farming. 
The merchant business was considered more dangerous, even though at times 
there was buying and selling. Higher education in schools of higher learning 
was opposed. Musical instruments, paintings, or also plated floral designs 
[getäfeltes blumenwerk] on household utensils and furniture were opposed. 
Unnecessary attention to eating, drinking, and luxuries was opposed. Their 
table [diet] was good and simple, which was punctuated by prayer before and 


nineteenth century America. 
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after the meal.’ The evening prayer was a kneeling prayer. Also two days of 
fasting and praying a year were observed in which prayers were made in the 
morning and evening with the family kneeling and for a good part of the day no 
food or drink were taken. 


Instruction preparatory to being received into the congregation continued for 
4 to 5 months, each time before the church service, during the pre-service 
ministerial consultation [Abrath], till the day for the service when they are to be 
received in the presence of the congregation, when a meeting is announced to 
have the Articles [of Faith] read and explained, each according to its special 
meaning and force. Then an examination of the applicants for baptism was 
made, to find out whether they were willing to join us in serving the Lord. And 
if this was answered with Yes, there was a prayer with them while kneeling. 
Usually on the following day baptism was administered, which was done in the 
house. The new birth scriptures, Gospel of John, Chapter 3, as well as Romans, 
Chapter 6, were read, and instruction was given accordingly. And also baptism 
was reaffirmed through God’s Word in the writings of the prophets and the 
apostles and in the Savior’s teaching, as well also by the Savior’s example by 
His baptism in the Jordan. Then the example of Philip and the eunuch was 
mentioned and expounded. At this point water was brought and placed there. 
In the morning counsel was taken with the congregation, and if there was no 
charge brought against them in the congregational counsel, the applicants were 
told to kneel, and after they had promised to renounce the devil, the world, and 
their own flesh and blood, and pledged [obedience] to Jesus Christ and His 
church as well as to the rules of the Church, an earnest prayer to God was 
offered while standing, asking that He would show mercy to his creatures, and 
come to their aid, and so on. Then the water was placed by the deacon [armen 
Diener] for the bishop [vollen Diener], who laid his hands on the applicant’s 
head, and as he pronounced the names of the three most holy Persons, the water 
was poured three times into his hands, and when this ceremony was finished 
they were greeted with the kiss of peace and received as brothers and sisters in 
the Church. Also I knew a sister who was a member in the church who had 
been baptized in the Mennonite Church, and was considered as a dear and 
worthy sister, but this has since that time been changed and at a gathering of 
ministers which was held in the Glades it was observed that baptism is the 
initiation [or entry] into the Church, and shunning or the ban is the departure. 
Even though several requests have been made since the above decision, I still do 
not know of anyone who was received but was [rather] refused with the advice 
to hold to that belief in which they had accepted their faith.® 


7. The German is not clear; it reads, “die sich bare [sichtbar] tibung im gebet war vor und 
nachdem essen.” 


8. For some discussion of the controversy of Mennonites desiring to enter the Amish church, see 
Delbert L. Gratz, “The Analysis of a Myth: Hans Burkhalter and His Part in a Nineteenth Century 
Rift in the American Amish Fellowship,” in V. Gordon Oyer, ed., Proceedings of the Conference 
Tradition and Transition: An Amish Mennonite Heritage of Obedience (Metamora, Ill.: Illinois 
Mennonite Historical and Genealogical Society, 1993), 129-139. See Appendix III, Part IV for a 
listing of conferences dealing with this topic. 
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Ministers were nominated by vote of the brethren and sisters. Then those 
that had the most votes were taken into the lot. Scattered votes were not taken 
into the lot, in case those who voted [for them] did not make it known. Before 
casting the lot there was a kneeling prayer by the congregation to the Lord in 
secret by each person. Then after some instruction, the casting of the lot took 
place; then the ordination. 


Bishops [völligen Diener] were called by vote of the congregation, or by use 
of the lot, as the congregation itself decided. And then there was the laying on 
of hands of two bishops kneeling. I have never seen any of the early leaders 
ordained as full deacons [Völligen Armendiener], but it is said that the charge to 
them included opening the service where there was only one minister present, 
and even though I was in a congregation for a long time where there was a full 
deacon, so far as I know I never saw him open a service. But he [was to] go 
over the discipline in the service where the discipline was read [Ordnungs 
Gemein] and to point out the items in external conduct that the congregation 
considered harmful, and so on. But I was told by others that John Mast and 
Jonas Kauffman’ [evidently full deacons] sometimes opened the service. 


The marriage ceremony was performed by a bishop. In the counsel meeting 
[Abrath] they were instructed how they ought to live lovingly and peacefully 
and take advice from one another. Then they were asked about their being free 
of other persons. Then continence, Leviticus, Chapter 18, verse 19, was taught. 
The instruction of the story of Isaac was touched upon as well as the apostolic 
grounds. Chapter 19 of Matthew was read as far as verse 13, also First 
Corinthians, Chapter 7, and also a portion of Ephesians, Chapter 5, from verse 
22 to the end. The story of Tobias was touched upon in the instruction, as well 
as the contents of Chapter 6, verse 19, and the marriage was to be performed 
according to the form of Raguel in Chapter seven. After that time and place was 
given for anyone to say if he had any cause to object. Of all the old ministers 
that I have heard, I never heard the marriage performed in any other way. 
Those brothers and sisters who were united in marriage outside the Church 
[were held as] separated [from the Church] and shunned, after it was announced 
to the congregation. But if those involved in this [disobedience] asked for peace 
they, after the lapse of some time, were reinstated without bringing the other 
person along, if the other person refused to come with him. I know right now of 
a bishop who, at the time of his ordination, raised objection to this provision for 
receiving [reinstating] a former member if the spouse did not come with him. 
So the counsel of the congregation was taken, and it was agreed to accept him in 
tolerance, and then he was ordained. The marriage of blood relatives closer 
than grandchildren of brothers or sisters or, as they say, “seckon kosen,” was 
opposed, and so far as I know, was never performed by them of old times. 


To make use of governmental force was rather generally avoided. To serve 
on the jury was opposed, and it was considered improper to hold or serve in 
other worldly offices. It was considered better to avoid it if possible. I don’t 
know of any withholding of the kiss of peace among the old people as long as I 


9. John Mast (1763-1832) and Jonas Kauffman (ca.1782-1848) served in the Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania area. 
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knew them, in the Pequea and Mill Creek congregations, or so long as I have 
been in the Church, even though a number of times the Word of God on this 
matter was discussed, as mentioned above. And even much less did they 
consider withholding fellowship with each other. And I know they 
fellowshipped with soldiers [or conquerors] with whom they were not in accord 
in outward behavior but perhaps it could have been that the soldiers also saw 
inconsistencies [Sticken] in us, with which they did not agree in their 
congregations at home—Songs of Solomon, Chapter 8: For love is strong as 
death, and passion is almost like hell; its glowing heat is fiery and a flame of the 
Lord, so that many waters cannot extinguish love, nor can streaming waters 
drown it out. And if one were to give all the goods in his house for [or in the 
place of] love, it would avail nothing. 


Written by me John Stoltzfus, June 4, 1862. 


Translated with the assistance of Noah Good and reprinted from Paton 
Yoder, Tennessee John Stoltzfus: Amish Church-Related Documents and 
Family Letters (Lancaster, Pa: LMHS, 1987), 75-79, by permission of the 
Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society, 2215 Millstream Road, Lancaster, PA 
17602-1499. 


Document 3 
Letter of John Stoltzfus to Catharine Stoltzfus, June 10, 1862 


In this letter Deacon John Stoltzfus described to his wife the Sunday service 
held on Pentecost, 1862 on the Samuel Schrock farm in Wayne County, Ohio as 
well as the first day of the the ministers’ meeting of that year. The meeting 
began on Monday, June 9 and the events which he described fit neatly with the 
events recorded in the Proceedings for that day. So, it seems that after the 
exhileration of the first day of the first church-wide Diener Versammlung, John 
Stoltzfus was awake after midnight writing to his wife about this “great work in 
which we are engaged” and dated the letter accordingly. 


June 10, 1862 


My greetings to you dear wife Catharine Stoltzfus, and also to all the 
children, wishing you the best for soul and body for time and eternity. Praise be 
to God for His great grace and mercy which He has shown to us until this 
present time and hour. We have beautiful weather for the great work in which 
we are engaged. Yesterday I saw the largest church group [Gemeinde] 
assembled that I have ever seen. Between 4[00] and 500 persons were together; 
40 ministers. The assembly was addressed by Andreas Rupp from Illinois and 
Solomon Yoder from Maryland, who live 900 miles from each other. Today 
more ministers were present. The ones from the congregations in Holmes 
County came only today. Jonathan Yoder was chosen as chairman and he was 
authorized to choose another person for himself. He chose John Esch. The 
meeting began with singing and prayer and closed in the same manner. 
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Tomorrow we will come together again. Today two congregations that had 
been divided in Indiana were brought together again by the help of 5 [ministers] 
who were appointed to make inquiry into the matter. This afternoon it was 
between the Wayne “Countiers” and the Holmes “Countiers.” I believe now 
that through the help of God and his blessing much good will be accomplished. 
Tomorrow the Holmes “Countiers” will come together again. I do not know at 
this time when we will be finished, or when I will be coming home. I am, praise 
God, in good health. The [local] people mean it well and treat us in love. My 
writing was read today before the assembled congregation. Michael Schwartz is 
here, also John Lap, and still others. The speeches are written down pretty 
much as they are heard. Greet my neighbors for me, John Neuhauser, as well as 
also the others as it permits. I am hoping still to come home this week with the 
help of God. 


John Stoltzfus 
To Catharine Stoltzfus 


Translated with the assistance of Noah Good and reprinted from Paton 
Yoder, Tennessee John Stoltzfus: Amish Church-Related Documents and 
Family Letters (Lancaster, Pa: LMHS, 1987), pp. 79-80, by permission of the 
Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society, 2215 Millstream Road, Lancaster, PA 
17602-1499. 


Document 4 


“Articles of the Ministers Conference of the Ministers of the Various 
Congregations,” April 20, 1864 
On April 20, 1864 eighteen ministers, two ministers from each of nine 
congregations met at Pequea to discuss baptism in water and the ministry of 
Full Deacon Samuel Yoder (1824-1884) of Mifflin County, Pennsylvania. This 
document provides the conclusions of that meeting. It might be considered the 
charter for the Old Order Amish of Pennsylvania. 


For extensive information and reflection on this document see Stoltzfus 
Documents, 28, 32, 34, 35, 38, 39, 40, 41, 44, 47, 49, 50. See Tradition, /57- 
162 for a description of this ministers’ meeting. 


Lancaster County, April 20, 1864 

Articles [of Agreement] of the [Amish] ministers conference of the ministers 
of the various congregations in Upper and Lower Millcreek, Conestoga, 
Maryland, Toscarara [probably referring to the region of the Tuscarora Mts., 
south of Mifflin County and not to Tuscarawas County, Ohio, as translator John 
S. Umble mistakenly suggests], the Upper and Lower Kishacoquillas 
congregations and Buffalo Valley [Union County]. We, the undersigned, have 
agreed as follows, namely, we will allow Salomon Beiler and his fellow 
ministers to administer baptism in the water but David Beiler and his fellow 
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ministers [and] Abraham Pitsche [Peachey] and his fellow ministers do not wish 
the baptism in the water. We agree further about Samuel Yoder’s ministry as 
deacon that it shall be as our fathers had it. We agree further that we hold or 
consider education [die Hochgelehrsamkeit], Sunday schools, showy clothes, 
fancy vehicles, and so on as harmful. We agree further in answer to Salomon 
Beiler’s question whether Samuel Yoder may be ordained bishop with the 
counsel of the Church if the congregation gives the counsel to it which would be 
answered with, “Yes.” Further we decided to submit our decisions to our 
congregations and to take the counsel [vote] of the congregations whether they 
agree with these decisions and if they agree, then it shall be considered as a 
conclusion of peace. 


N. B. In regard to the ban (Meidung) we accept it as Christ and the apostles 
instituted it. 


The original of the “Articles” by Bishop David Beiler may be found in his 
Eine Vermahnung oder Andenken, (29 pp.) published posthumously (n.p., 
[1928]), 29. The translation used here is that of John S. Umble, in “Memoirs of 
an Amish Bishop,’’ MQR 22 (April 1948), 114-15. 


Document 5 
Diary Entries by Joseph Yoder, May 15-22, 1864 


Joseph Yoder (1822-1908) was an Amish minister living on Walnut Corners, 
near the Haw Patch (later Topeka), Indiana at the time of the 1864 Diener 
Versammlung. Reproduced below are the entries which he made in his diary 
for the week of May 15-22, when the Ministers’ meeting was held at Daniel 
Schrock’s farm, five miles east of Goshen and about 12 miles west of Yoder’s 
farm. These entries show that the dates printed in the 1864 Proceedings should 
have been given as May 16, 17, and 18 rather than as June 16, 17, 18. See note 
1 of the 1864 Proceedings for further exploration of this apparent mistake. 


Sunday, May 15. in the morning S S cloudy Looks some for rain During the 
day verry warm some Cloudy’ I was to meeting quite a turnout I 
commenced [preached first] and Jonathan Lantz Ended in the evening the 
mercury stood at55 nice Pleasant evening Jonathan Lantz is here to night 


Monday, May 16. in the morning 48 clear and pleasant during the Day very 
Pleasant a shower of rain in the afternoon I was to conference at Dan Shrocks 
in the evening 58 very pleasant in the evening I went to Uncle Sams 


Tuesday, May 17. in the morning 56 Pleasant During the Day verry pleasant 
I was to conference in the evening I went to Jacob Zooks in the evening 65 
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Wednesday, May 18. in the morning 62 verry pleasant During the Day I was 
to conference in the evening I come home Jacob riel was here the mercury 
stood in the evening 66 


Thursday, May 19. in the morning 58 verry During the Day verry warm I 
was to meeting’ Jos. Stucky Jo. Augsberger John King S. Yoder C. Hooley 
E. Miller in the evening the murcery stood at55 Clear D. Gingerich and wife 
Benedict Miller Joseph Stuckey all are here 


Friday, May 20. in the morning 52 verry pleasant During the Day verry 
pleasant we had meeting this afternoon Christian Grub [Kropf] preached I 
was to meeting in the evening mercury stood 62 verry pleasant John Esh and 
wife are here 


Saturday, May 21. in the morning 63 verry pleasant During verry warm and 
pleasant [sic] I went along up to Sams with Esh in the evening the mercury 
stood at 66 verry pleasant 


Sunday, May 22. in the morning 63 verry pleasant some signs for raind 
During the Day verry warm and clear I was to meeting we took Sacrement 
John Hartzler Jos. Stuckey John Esh and Jonathan Zook preached in the 
evening the mercury stood at 66 verry pleasant 


Monday, May 23 in the morning 63 very pleasant During the day verry strong 
wind a good many visitors here from the [Kishacoquillas] Valley [Joseph’s 
boyhood home] I waited on them in the evening the mercury stood at 72 
Looks some for rain 


These diary entries are reproduced here with the permission of Phyllis 
Hartzler Baumgartner, Berne, Indiana, Joseph Yoder’s great-granddaughter, 
who holds the original diary. 


Document 6 
Letter of Henry Egly to Peter Litwiller, December 30, 1864 
In this letter Henry Egly (1824-1890), Amish bishop in Adams County, 
Indiana, wrote of his concerns to Peter Litwiller (1809-1878), Amish bishop in 
in Waterloo County, Ontario. Egly specifically discussed the Diener 
Versammlung to be held in 1865 and wondered whether or not the Ontario 


10. It was and is customary for Amish congregations to meet in special session on week days 
when ministers from a distance are visiting in the area who are then asked to preach, possibly 
considered a privilege for both audience and preacher. 
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ministers would attend it. This letter provides insight into the concerns which 
touched Egly in the years before 1865, when he left the Amish church. 


Linn Grove 
Adams County, Indiana 
December 30, 1864 


Dear Friend and Brother in the Lord, Peter Litwiller: 


Grace, mercy, peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you for a true knowledge of God and of 
His Son Jesus Christ, who has loved us and who has washed us of our sins with 
his blood. Therefore let us love him, for he loved us first when we were still his 
enemies. And this is the best evidence that we love him, if we keep his 
commandments. And his commandments are not heavy. If we keep them out 
of love for him, then in truth they are not heavy. May our Almighty Lord 
incline your hearts to the love of God and to the patience of Christ. Amen. 


This I wish for you and yours as a Christian greeting, dear brother. By face I 
am not acquainted with you, it is true, but I trust that we are acquainted in mind 
and faith and are one. Therefore I now also have in mind to write a few words 
to you. The first reason is about the marriage of first cousins [Geschwister- 
Kinder]. I am against it and do not officiate at it. And because there was an 
elder [i. e., a bishop, Eldester Diener] in our congregation who did officiate but 
now [is] no longer in the ministry. And so there was among us a young bridal 
couple who wished to be married, and because I did not wish to perform such a 
ceremony, they went to a justice of the peace [squire] to be married. And then 
this caused considerable unrest in the congregation; some wished to have them 
placed under the ban; others again did not wish them punished; on the other 
hand, some wished to see me punished. Finally it was smoothed out by 
confession on their knees. It is highly regrettable in such a case: the one 
performs it; the other does not. Could we not be of one mind and not perform it 
at all? For I do not believe it is right according to the content of God’s Word or 
that it can be permitted according to the Scriptures. So I beg you, write me how 
you have it in this matter— whether you perform it on one of you in Canada. 
For I would like a solution of this matter because I am still young. My ground 
is this: I have not yet found that this happened after the Law was given except 
by Caleb. That was done on account of an oath (Joshua 15:16). Now it is 
objected that the Lord commanded through Moses in Numbers 36 that they 
should marry so. This I cannot understand, thus; for in Leviticus 18:6, no one is 
to do this with a near blood relative. And in [?]: 25:49 it is written, that such [a 
marriage] was fitting [literally: belonged to] for a near blood relative. At the 
same time when those four daughters had no brothers, their father was the fifth 
generation from Manasseh and the tribe numbered 57,700 (Leviticus 26:34). 
Now indeed they were all cousins descended from a tribal father and so they 
were not to marry outside the tribe on account of their inheritance. We read in 
the Books of the Kings that David was called “Father” although he was already 
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great, great grandfather. And I understand the same with Tobas. If, however, I 
should be in error, please excuse me. 


Now in the choosing of ministers, I believe that we have departed from the 
divine regulations; first, in ordaining brethren who have once been under the 
ban. Dear brother, read in the Third Book of Moses; I Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:4, 
6, 8. Now Ezekiel 44:12, 13; and History Book (?), 1, 21, 22. Now I believe 
that it is contrary to the teaching of the apostles to commit the ministry to a 
brother after he has been chosen by lot or by votes without placing him on trial 
and thus giving God the honor and seeing whether the Lord also is working 
through him (I Timothy 3:8-10). I am writing out of a troubled spirit, for in 
eight years’ time no less than four ministers including an elder have ceased to be 
ministers [literally: have come from their ministry]. It has been cast up to me 
that we had no Scripture at all to take the ministry away from a minister; yet I 
believe that if the Lord works through a minister and fruit follows and then falls 
back again through sinful conduct, he according to God’s Word should be 
excommunicated (Matthew 18:9). 


Now about the ministers’ conference—would be well if the Word of God 
were used as a plumb-line. But it [is] a pity that so few congregations agree any 
more. Yet, we who are still united in baptism should seek to be still better 
united in mind and interpretation (1 Cor. 1:10). For if we were stronger in the 
Lord with his Word and spirit against our opponents, then the sinful pride in 
splendor of clothing as well as in building houses, and in insurance companies, 
lightning rods, helping to elect government officials, seeking honor and a good 
name from the government, seeking help from it in recovering money or 
property, or also permitting all kinds of impurity and unchastity (Ephesians 
4:17-21). Now if a Christian congregation does not withdraw from such things, 
how can the Spirit of Christ which is a spirit of love, of purity, or order, and a 
spirit of humility dwell in such a congregation. And if a congregation has lost 
this gift, namely the fear of God, the wisdom of God and the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit, how can it prove what is good and righteous, and what is holy and 
pure and what is good and bad and distinguish light from darkness? Never can 
it do it with the Word of God which is the only sword and plumbline. 


Dear brother, if you will show me so much love, then do write me whether 
you and your ministers are coming to the ministers’ conference; and write me 
particularly about the marriage of cousins, whether you perform it or not, so that 
we might build on one foundation by one mind and spirit, of which the Apostle 
speaks (1 Cor. 3:10-16). For no one can build fleshly works on this foundation 
but only the children of God. And yet these are of two kinds. The ones suffer 
and do harm in that which they build on it. The others do not suffer quite thus. 
Both are lighted by the divine fire (of love) Luke 12, to good works. 

The first, namely Jesus and his apostles and afterward the martyrs, these 
suffered loss in flesh, blood and life, but not in faith, love, hope, which fire 
cannot consume; for it was kept through the fire. The prophet and apostle say, 
Our God, is a consuming fire. Thus now when the persecution from without 
had ceased, the child of God still had to suffer. For the godly fire of love with 
which it was inspired to good works, this consumed the fleshly lusts which war 
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against the soul. It suffers in the flesh and ceases from sin. It dies to sin and 
lives in Christ Jesus to a full-grown maturity in Christ. For sometime man will 
be kindled with the divine flame, either to love and obedience or to vengeance 
at the judgment day. For the fleshly lusts and desire in which a man lives and 
takes into his grave with him, those he brings with him again (Romans 8 and 
Galatians 6), and cannot stand before the fire of God when he comes and burns 
like an oven (Malachi). But faith, love and hope, these are not consumed; 
therefore the Apostle says that the day of the Lord will make it plain. And 
further, do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit and 
whoever destroys the temple of God, him will God destroy etc.? But all this 
through the great love of God and through the grace and merit of Jesus Christ 
and through the comfort and sealing of the holy and good Spirit through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


So much from your weak fellow-minister and brother in the Lord. And I 
commit you to God and the Word of his grace—he who is mighty to show 
mercy and to give the inheritance to all who become holy. And remember me in 
the Lord as I am minded to do [for you]. And I hope also that these few lines 
may find you and all who may read or hear them, in as good health as they leave 
us. And I wish all of you a happy New Year. Oh that we could say with the 
Apostle, Behold, the old has disappeared; everything has become new. No 
offense! for everything has been written in love. 


My address is Henry Egly, Linn Grove, Adams County, Indiana, United 
States. Don’t forget to write. 


H. Egly. 


The original of the above letter is in the Peter Litwiller Collection, AMC. 
The above translation, with a few quite minor modifications, was made by John 
Umble in “Henry Egly to Peter Littwiler,” MHB 23 (July, 1962), 5-7. It is 
reprinted here with the permission of the Historical Committee of the Mennonite 
Church. 


Document 7 
Letter of Jacob Schwarzendruber to the Ministers’ Meeting, 
May 29, 1865 
Jacob Schwarzendruber (1800-1868) wrote this letter which was presented 
to the Ministers’ Meeting in Wayne County, Ohio in June, 1865. 
Schwarzendruber had sent a letter to the first meeting in 1862, which was read 
on June 10, 1562 as recorded in the Proceedings, 1862, p. 6. He may also have 
sent a letter concerning marriage and bundling to the 1863 ministers’ meeting, 
as reported by his great-grandson Elmer G. Swartzendruber in John Umble, 
“Catalogue of an Amish bishop’s Library,” MQR, 20 (July 1946): 236-237. A 
translation of the 1863 letter can be found in “Concerning Weddings,” MHB, 
38 (Oct. 1977):4-5, and “Concerning Bundling,” op. cit., 5. 
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The 1865 letter reproduced below reflects many of Jacob Schwarzendruber’s 
concerns for the Amish church. 


Concerning the draft, or buying volunteer substitutes or paying volunteers to 
send them out to fight, I hold that it is wrong according to God’s Word and the 
teaching of Jesus and the apostles, as it has been done in our congregations. 
And I hold that it is a guilt upon us ministers and the church. For where such 
has taken place, my heart’s desire is, dear fellow-ministers and all members, that 
the kind Lord may be gracious to us and grant us enlightened eyes to do his will 
and to save our souls and souls which have been committed to our care from 
everlasting ruin. 


Are we then still nonresistant according to the teachings of Jesus and the 
apostles who have proclaimed to us the perfect will of the father? I will cite 
several passages out of the Old Testament. Genesis 9:5 and 6, “Whosoever 
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed,” for God made man in 
his image. So we do not want to go ourselves or to pay others that they would 
go. How is this right before the eyes of God? Dear brethren, see further 
Exodus 21:12, 29, 30. Also let us note the story of David and Uriah, II Samuel 
12:9, where Nathan says to David, “Thou hast smitten Uriah the Hittite with the 
sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword 
of the children of Ammon.” See, dear brethren, was it not punished as if David 
had done it, since he was the cause of Uriah’s death. The Savior’s teaching is 
not as we have done, that we should be permitted to buy substitutes or help to 
pay for people and let them go to kill others. Are we then still nonresistant? 
Jesus says in Luke chapter 3 verse 14 to the soldiers, “Do violence or injustice 
to no man.” Dare I then pay someone to do injustice? Matthew 5:7, “Blessed 
are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy,” and this is before the righteous 
judge, and how unmerciful things go in war with those who have never harmed 
us, and are also created after the image of God. Do we do right then voluntarily 
to support the war with money and to vote for those who want to make war? 
All vengeance is forbidden to the follower of Jesus. Matthew 5:21, 22, 39, 40, 
44, Jesus says, “Love your enemies, bless them that persecute you, do good to 
them that hate you, pray for them who despitefully use you and persecute you, 
then we shall be the children of the heavenly Father.” The Savior tells Peter to 
put up the sword. Previously he had commanded to buy swords. Then the 
disciples might have thought it is right to resist and defend their master. But 
now Jesus says to put up the sword. “He who takes the sword shall perish by 
the sword.” Here it may be that the spiritual sword is meant, since God has 
made his perfect word known to men through the Redeemer. Stephen prayed 
for those who stoned him, and what do we do? We send people to fight. Are 
we then still nonresistant? Paul says, Romans 12, “Avenge not yourselves, 
dearly beloved,” etc., and in Revelation 12:6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 the Spirit says 
[verses not included in the copy which Schwarzentruber retained for his own 
records] (these are remarkable words and a warning for us all). God permits 
testing to come upon us to know whether we are faithful and whether we are in 
action that which we ought to be, for afflictions come from the hand of a loving 
father who desires to draw us to himself for our good. The war in this country 
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is a permission or a sending of God to punish the people because of their sins, 
and who is there that has not deserved it. If we rightly acknowledge the 
calamity [Elend] of our sin for ourselves or our congregations where 
haughtiness and love of the world is too strong in many ways, therefore is the 
rod of God very necessary for to save our immortal souls. As the man in the 
Martyr Book [Martyrs Mirror, 1748 German edition] says on page 7 at the front 
and in the preface to the second part, there the truth is spoken which is grounded 
on the Word of God. But all this our Articles of Faith [the Dordrecht 
Confession of Faith] tell us plainly, especially the article on nonresistance, that 
we should harm no one or cause any trouble, but seek the welfare and salvation 
of all men. Rather suffer all things than wreak vengeance. Read the fourteenth 
Article, there it is said plainly enough. “I know indeed that in the world we are 
much despised by some people and they threaten to do us harm, and that we 
have too much fear of men, and we should do as the apostles have said, ‘We 
must obey God rather than man.’” And the Savior says, “Fear not those who 
kill the body and cannot kill the soul, but him who can destroy body and soul in 
hell.” 


I must remind you of something more. God has let us be treated so 
graciously by our government that freedom of conscience has been preserved so 
far. Are we all thankful for this, to God and the government? I do not believe 
that this is sufficiently appreciated by us. For God gave our Congress the heart 
to protect the conscience and to permit $300.00 to be paid to the government as 
protection money. This would well be more nearly right according to the 
teaching of Jesus, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, but also give to God what is 
God’s.” But, dear brethren, this apparently was not good enough for us. We 
negotiated further and voluntarily paid to seek the friendship of the world 
because of fear that we might suffer loss in our temporal goods, and we have set 
the Word of God aside. It has also happened that some brethren persuaded 
other brethren to pay also. Here an error has been made. We have departed 
from the example of Jesus and the martyrs, and this is not recognized by some 
today. So poor is the condition in the [my] congregation, and I think also in 
many other congregations. 

If it is true as I have heard tell about the Dunkards [one draft has “Quakers” 
in regard to nonresistance, we are behind them and could well take them for a 
pattern. Who will be responsible for the much blood which has been shed in the 
war and finally the President’s blood? Here sin is piled upon sin. Our people 
should all keep themselves apart from all party matters in political things where 
brother votes against brother and father against son. What a poverty this is 
throughout our congregations that we want to help to rule the world, we who are 
chosen out of the world by God. There are transgressions in the congregations 
and more than we believe. Dearly beloved, we should be strangers in the world 
for we are the children of God, and let the world rule itself. Nowhere is it 
required that we should help to rule the world, but as Christian subjects we 
should be subject in all things that are not contrary to the Word of God for 
conscience sake, Romans 13. 


Dear brethren, I have briefly written down my view as far as I in my 
weakness [Armuth] can understand the Word of God, and if I have failed I ask 
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for patience. The compulsion in my conscience is the cause for my writing. 
Also as a watchman it is my duty. May the gracious God reign in my heart and 
your heart that we may save our soul. 


Now some points from Christian Yoder, Sr.,'' father of the Christian Yoder, 
Jr., at the Glades, concerning baptism, whether Mennonites may be received 
without being re-baptized. 


It was decided about this in the year 1826 in Ohio at a ministers’ conference 
where possibly twenty ministers were together. Two points were decided. That 
shunning shall be practiced when someone leaves us to join the Dunkards or 
Mennonites, and regarding marriage it was decided that no one should marry 
closer in blood relationship than second cousins. Why has this not been 
observed? The decision of the old ministers is to be found in a writing which 
Christian Yoder, Sr. composed, and is to be found at Abner Yoder’s. Then 
there was another ministers’ conference held in Ohio but it did not help much. 
Then there was another ministers conference appointed at the Glades in the year 
1830 on October 3 where many ministers were together, between thirty and 
thirty-five ministers, also from Beckwa [Pequea—Amish congregation in 
Lancaster County, Pa.], where baptism was discussed as the report states, and 
after a long discussion it was decided that no one shall be received into church 
except by baptism, even if they were baptized by others. Whoever desires to 
know it in detail should read the above-named report. The above-named report 
was prepared by Christian Yoder, Sr., who served in his bishop’s office between 
fifty and fifty-five years, and died in his eightieth year on April 29, 1838. In 
this conference of 1830 it was also decided about the young people lying 
together [bundling],'* that the parents should take care, and if something bad 
comes out of it, the parents should not remain unpunished. Thus it was decided 
in the Glades congregation as I was told by ministers and brethren. This 
concerning the young people is also mentioned in 1837 by the three Glades 
congregations as the discipline [Ordnungs-Brief]'” states, and also concerning 
shunning between man and wife. In 1568 in the discipline [Brief]'* it was 
decided that shunning shall be practiced with all moderation and temperance 
according to the foundation of the Apostles. This discipline [Ordnungs-Brief] 


11. Christian Yoder, Sr. (1758-1838), was a leading bishop in the Amish communities in 
Somerset County, Pennsylvania as was his son Christian Yoder, Jr. (1790-1846). 


12. The German words used here are uneheliche beischlaf, literally “unmarried sleeping 
together.” Bender follows this literal translation with the explanation, “premarital intercourse,” an 
interpretation which finds support in Cassell’s German-English and English-German Dictionary. 
The Amish, however, have always used this term to indicate bundling, that is, going to bed together 
fully clothed. Although they freely admit that such conduct could end in premarital intercourse (it is 
widely opposed among the Amish for that reason) they object to equating the two.—Ein Risz in der 
Mauer, Treatise on Courtship (Sugarcreek Ohio: Schlabach Printers), 8 and interview with Amish 
Minister Eli Gingerich, Middlebury, Ind., Oct. 1, 1993). Consequently Bender’s term, “premarital 
intercourse,” is here and in succeeding paragraphs changed to “bundling.” 

13. Manuscript copies of the findings of the conference of 1837 at the Glades are extant. The full 
text may be found in H. S. Bender, “Some Early Amish Mennonite Disciplines,” MOR 8 (April 
1934), 94-95. 

14. The Strasburg Discipline of 1568 may be found in H. S. Bender, “The Discipline Adopted by 
the Strasburg Conference of 1568,” MQR 1 (Jan. 1927), 57-66. 
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was renewed again in 1607 at Strasburg near the city of Landau, and was signed 
by the ministers of 19 congregations. Dear brethren, and all who read or hear it, 
I am fearful when I consider the condition of souls. The immortal souls are 
committed to the ministers as watchers over them and woe is us if we neglect 
something for an unjustifiable cause. Out of the depths of our hearts we should 
cry to God and beg for enlightenment and help and support from God. We 
should be true to him in our office to warn men of eternal perdition, for here the 
soul is at stake according to the word of the prophet Ezekiel which God himself 
had spoken to him. 


Dear brethren (and sisters) let us earnestly consider what we have promised 
before God and the church. Namely, that we recognized and confessed and 
joined ourselves to the right Christian church and renounced the devil and the 
world and our own flesh and blood, and accepted Christ to live and to die unto 
Him. Should we not then seek with all diligence to avoid everything whereby 
we might break this promise before the all-knowing, all-seeing Father. We 
should gladly flee all vices such as pride and clothes-display [Kleiderpracht] 
with everything pertaining thereto in bodily or spiritual sense. This is done in 
such a way that it cannot be noticed for a long time, but it has come all too 
clearly to light to me in some, even in the houses of the ministers where above 
all the greatest care should be exercised that the light might shine clearly before 
God and the church and no distress or offence should be caused among the 
weak members who cannot rightly distinguish, and the disobedient are then also 
strengthened in their arrogance. Now it is said that this makes no difference, if 
only you do not let the heart hang on it. A miserable comfort this is, whereby 
the poor soul is only led deeper into perdition. Much also needs to be corrected 
with parents and their children. Here too little care is observed according to the 
teachings of Paul, “Bring them up in discipline.” Dear parents, the blood or the 
souls of your children will be required at your hands by God at the last day to 
the extent that they are neglected by you from little up. When they come to 
accountability the children must be taught with the Word of God as we have a 
testimony from God to Abraham, “I know he will command his children after 
him and his house that they will do what is right and good.” 


For every member in the church is to by a dwelling place of God and a 
temple of the Holy Spirit. “Whoever defiles the temple of God him will God 
defile.” Therefore it is necessary to avoid every occasion which might lead us 
to sin. Clothes-display is not one of the least through which a sensual life is 
brought to light, and unmarried lying together [bundling] is the occasion for 
whoredom and is against the word of Paul, II Timothy 2, “Flee youthful lusts.” 
Ephesians 5, I Peter 2:11, Romans 13. How diligent the parents should be to 
care for their children in the matter of clothes-display and unmarried lying- 
together [bundling]. We have a terrifying example of Eli the priest in the book 
of Samuel where the man of God reported how the sons sinned and Eli did not 
punish them seriously until Samuel told Eli everything that the Lord had 
revealed, that he knew how his children conducted themselves shamefully and 
did not even once look disapprovingly upon it. How dreadfully it came to pass. 
The sons perished in battle and the father had his neck broken and God repeated 
it through the prophet Jeremiah, chapter 7 verse 12, “But go ye now unto my 
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place which was in Shiloh, where I caused my name to dwell at the first, and see 
what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel,” and in the twenty-sixth 
chapter Jeremiah says, “Then will I make this house like Shiloh, and will make 
this city a curse to all the nations of the earth.” Then they wanted to kill the 
prophets. See, dear brethren, thus it happens to him who speaks the truth. In 
Psalm 78:60 David says so earnestly that He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, 
the tent where He dwelt among men. These are all signs that sometime we shall 
have to give an account before God when we appear before the judgment seat, 
the ministers for the congregations, the parents for the children, each member 
for his baptismal vow. Let us warn our youth with all earnestness, then we have 
the right to punish them. If we do not warn them, and they fall, then the parents 
should be punished with the children. As was decided in 1830 at the Glades so 
it is in regard to pride and unmarried lying together and all vices, there is much 
shortcoming in the discipline of children by the parents. If the ministers set 
them back, then the parents feel bad and even help the children to continue in 
vice. Experience teaches that there is a great calamity [Zlend] in the church. 


Dear brethren, have patience with me. I am alarmed when I think of the 
conditions of the congregations. I know well that I do not have to give an 
account for other congregations. I must now say something about the conduct 
of weddings where things are carried too far. 


I am not against holding weddings when they are conducted in the fear of 
God, but am against the abuse. When young people want to marry they should 
begin in the fear of God and first take counsel from their parents according to 
our articles of faith and then according to our custom send a minister'” and not 
make promises in advance whereby the young people play the hypocrite. Such 
should readily be condemned in the church by all. And when it is begun in the 
fear of God and they are married according to divine order by a minister, and a 
meal is to be given then it should be done with caution and thankfulness toward 
God for his gift and not in such an excess as has already happened! But with a 
thankful heart a meal should be given and spiritual songs should be sung to 
honor and praise God, and we should remember that we have entered into 
spiritual marriage with the heavenly bridegroom Jesus, and have promised him 
on our knees before the all-knowing God to live and to die unto him, just like 
these young people also have promised each other in marriage. But how do 
things go at times when it gets too much, and the songs of God which are so 
spiritual are so much abused with laughing, with jesting, with loud and 
unnecessary talking, and they are sung with all kinds of indecent tunes where 
only an hour earlier the Divine Word was handled. Let us take this abuse to 
heart. And then they go out and play all kinds of frivolous things, they run, vain 
speech is practiced which does not become a virtuous Christian, so that it seems 
there is more dancing than manifesting the virtue of Jesus. What a frivolous life 
brings to pass we can see in the case of the rich man and the children of Job. 
Thus the Divine Word which was preached a few hours before is trampled 
under foot. Oh, dearly purchased soul, how can you forget your Redeemer 


15. The church-sanctioned custom was for the young man to ask the minister to carry a proposal 
of marriage to the young woman of his choice and secure her consent. 
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with His sufferings and His beaten back and crown of thorns on His head and 
face covered with spit and beaten with fists. How does all this become a 
follower of the Lamb who bears the sins of the world. Jesus might well call to 
us, “Oh, dearly purchased soul, how can you forget me?” Oh, man, behold thy 
Redeemer’s suffering and thou wilt indulge in pleasure? 


Now couple goes into the room with couple and they eat and drink not 
according to need but beyond need so that by some it is more a matter of excess 
than of soberness as the Divine Word teaches us and as is against our morning 
prayer. Let us consider how we shall be able to stand before God as watchmen 
over the immortal souls of tender youth who perhaps did not understand better. 
It has happened that the food was thrown upon the back of those who wanted to 
maintain order. And frivolous conduct is carried on until midnight. Dear 
brethren, can such stand before God? Are not all members responsible insofar 
as they do not pay sufficient attention to order, especially the watchmen who are 
to warn the people. Whoever is free does not need to concern himself about 
this. Each member is responsible to improve the body of Christ to the honor of 
God. 

And then, how is it carried further among some, the boys go into the beds 
with the girls when they perhaps have drunk too much and evil consequences 
follow as is evidenced by the dealings in the congregations, and the illegitimate 
children are proof of it. Oh what a great sin it is if ministers and parents and all 
members do not take enough care for the youth, or the mother of a house 
perhaps herself helps to prepare the beds. How then can the youth come to a 
right knowledge. I believe that if this evil which has rooted itself in all the 
congregations would be dealt with earnestly many young people could be 
brought to a knowledge of the truth which their elders desire to follow; but how 
sad it is that old people say, I cannot forbid this because I myself did it. What 
fig leaves these are with which we try to cover ourselves, and how does this 
accord with a repentant heart. This I write in love to all those who are willing to 
be warned. 


I must refer to something more. How does it become us that we do not want 
to enter into war where thousands of men are slaughtered who died for our 
freedom, and we want to stay at home and live well and carry on unnecessary 
weddings. Do we think that God will let this go unpunished? 


Let us just take a view over the battlefields where the crippled men lie and 
cry or the dead lie in various ways, bodies broken. I believe that this dreadful 
thing is not to be described, but we want to stay at home and have a vain and 
easy life. Will God let this go unpunished? God sees everything, there the 
crippled men, and among us the excesses. All pious souls should think this 
over, whether it is not so, and should so live that God may be honored and 
praised through them until the end of life, and may He open our eye of the spirit 
further so that we may recognize where we have failed and the remainder of our 
time live according to the will of God. 


Herewith I commend all ministers, brethren and sisters, to the care of the 
good and merciful Father. May he keep us all unto eternal and blessed life 
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through Jesus Christ. Amen. So much from me, your weak brother and fellow 
minister, Jacob Schwartzendruber. 


And if I have gone astray here or there in my writing I plead for patience, 
and help me right with the Word of God. 


This is the greeting which I put at the beginning of the letter which was sent 
away, first the greetings as customary.'® 


Beloved brethren and fellow ministers who with one baptism have made a 
covenant with God, I hope before God and many witnesses. With anxious and 
troubled heart I write this to you in my weakness [Armuth] concerning several 
important points in my limited understanding out of the Word of God with the 
help of God to give you my opinion. I do this in no other purpose than out of 
love to God to be true to my calling by the grace which God has given me. 
Receive it in love as from the hands of a concerned fellow-minister who also 
would gladly save his soul with the help of God. Herewith I commend you to 
God to whom alone honor is due. Today is May 29, 1865. 


Again a hearty greeting of love to all ministers to whom this writing may 
come to hands. Especially to the ministers of the Glades who come to the 
Conference, and test this writing with the Word of God and if it agrees with the 
same and points to a Christian order [Ordnung] then it is my desire that it shall 
be read before the Conference so that each one who fears God may consider the 
state of the soul in our (in part) ruined time of freedom as is written in the 
Martyr Book. And if I have erred, help me in love to get right with the Word of 
God, but if nothing is done in regard to the matter concerning the young people 
we cannot be satisfied. The sad death here is regrettable. And how the young 
people had to be disciplined in Elkhart. And it appears that no one will come 
from here; sickness does not permit it. We discussed at great length that at least 
one should go, but it does not seem likely. We will see yet how it may go. 
There would be much more to say but I will stop for this time. Herewith I 
commend you to God. Ja[cob] Sch[warzendruber] 


This letter is reprinted from Harold S. Bender, trans. and ed., “An Amish 
Bishop’s Conference Epistle of 1865,” MQR 20 (July 1946, 222-229, by 
permission from the editor of the Mennonite Quarterly Review. The footnote on 
bundling has been inserted by the editors of this volume. The other footnotes 
are essentially those of H. S. Bender, although with minor modifications by the 
editors. 


A portion of this letter also appeared as “An Essay [Against Warfare] 
Composed Before Pentecost 1865, to be presented to the annual Diener 
Versammlung /Ministers’ meeting], MHB 38 (Oct. 1977), 3-4. The original 
letter is in the Daniel B. Swartzendruber Collection, AMC. 


16. The text of the epistle proper concluded with the previous paragraph. What follows are the 
author’s notes regarding the greeting and introduction which had been attached to the original epistle 
as it was sent on its way. 
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Document 8 
Agreement of Thirty-Four Ministers, Holmes County, Ohio, 
June 1, 1865 


At the annual conference of 1864, Moderator John K. Yoder had pressed the 
conservatives to discuss their differences with the progressives in order to 
arrive at a reconciliation between the two factions. But the conservatives held 
back, feeling they needed to have fuller representation from their fellow- 
conservatives from Holmes County before they would be willing to proceed 
(Proceedings, 1864, 8, 9). Evidently feeling the need to respond to the 
progressives, and wanting to speak with a united voice, thirty-four conservative 
ministers met separately in Holmes County just before the next annual 
conference and drew up the position paper below. Then they proceeded to the 
annual conference in Wayne County where they presented it to the assembled 
delegates. This document may be considered the charter for the Old Order 
Amish west of Pennsylvania. 


Holmes County, Ohio, June 1, 1865 


Now my beloved brethren and sisters in the Lord, may the loving God purify 
us through his Holy and Good Spirit that we may continue in the faith unto a 
blessed end, that we may leave behind what is destructive to our salvation and 
contrary to God’s Word and help to root out all plants which our Heavenly 
Father has not planted. But at the present time a spirit has come to light which 
allows that this or that signifies nothing and may be considered either as good or 
as bad. Now we should consider whether this is a spirit from God or a spirit of 
enticement. Therefore we the below named ministers of the Word have 
assembled in the name of the Lord and agreed on the following: First, some 
things are appearing which we think serve to express pomp and pride and lead 
away from God. These are a disgrace to the church and should justly be rooted 
out and not tolerated in the church, namely to attend worldly “Conventionen” 
and “Fairs,” or annual fairs, and to take part in them or to take out insurance on 
our earthly property with insurance companies or to put lightning rods on our 
buildings. 

Likewise [the use of] speckled, striped, flowered clothing made according to 
the style of the world on women and men. Also not to trim the beard according 
to the style of the world. Likewise to carry hidden photographs made in the 
likeness of men or to hang them on the walls in the house to be seen. 

Likewise the overcoat of oilcloth or rubber or other overcoat made according 
to the style of the world. 


Likewise false shirt bosoms and such like. 


Likewise merchandising according to the ways of the world, for the Savior 
cast such out of the temple; also the pompous carriages according to worldly 
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pomp and pride. Also it is considered entirely unseemly to hold [the 
congregational] council meeting with open doors and permit outsiders to sit in 
the council, but rather [to counsel] only with [the members of] the congregation. 


Also it is considered proper that the ministers go into the pre-service 
ministerial council [Abrath], as our forefathers did, and we are not agreed to 
forsake this custom. The apostle says: Consider your preachers [Lehrer] who 
have proclaimed to you the Word of God, etc. 


Also we declare that spiritual songs and spiritual tunes should be used in 
worship services and not notes or fast tunes, which belong to the world. 


Also we declare it to be unseemly for one who professes to be a Christian to 
mingle God’s creatures, such as the horse and the donkey, which produces the 
mule, since God did not create such in the beginning. 


Also we think it should not be allowed for members of the congregation to 
serve in worldly offices, especially those which use force and also the military 
or penal offices. 


Also we consider it to be unseemly [to decorate] the houses with all kinds of 
unnecessary, grand, household furnishings, such as speckled walls and window 
paper, large mirrors on the walls, along with all kinds of pictures and such like. 
The above listed [recommendations] we declare as right and good and similar to 
and in agreement with the Word of God and with our Articles of Faith, and thus 
we have been taught and instructed by our forefathers and [we] intend to stay 
with the same, as we agreed to do and promised in our baptismal vow. And all 
those who affirm such with us and demonstrate with works and deeds we are 
willing to recognize as brethren and sisters and resume fellowship with them 
with hand[shake] and kiss, and to minister with them in the Word and in 
doctrine, and to maintain spiritual unity with them, for the Savior says: 
“Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven, the same is my brother, sister 
and mother.” And the gate is portrayed for us as strait and the way as narrow, 
but it is not therefore ever closed, but stands open for all repentant souls, as the 
Savior says in Luke 14:3: “Whoever does not forsake all that he has cannot be 
my disciple.” 


Thus concluded and undersigned by us as follows. 


Holmes County, Ohio: Levi Miller, Noa Miller, Moses Bitschy, Elias J. 
Miller,'* Christian Schlabach.'” 


14. Three of the signers of this paper did not proceed with the delegation to the annual ministers’ 
meeting in Wayne County: Elias J. Miller, Christian Schlabach, and Christian D. Yoder. Elias J. 
Miller (Aug. 27, 1833-Jan. 25, 1915), the son of Jonas and Catherine Hershberger Miller, was 
married to Philipina Raber (1833-1908), the daughter of Jacob and Catherine (Egly) Raber. Miller 
was a deacon in the Levi Miller congregation (later the Beachy Walnut Creek district) ordained 
between ca. 1854 and 1865, perhaps in 1863 when Eli S. Miller (1821-1917) joined the “Big” Moses 
Miller congregation (now the Walnut Creek Mennonite Church). 

15. Christian Schlabach (Feb. 21, 1825-Jan. 1, 1898) was ordained as a deacon in the Levi Miller 
congregation (later the Beachy Walnut Creek district) in 1859. He was the son of Daniel and 
Catherine Yoder Schlabach and married Elizabeth Miller (1831-1904), the daughter of Daniel and 
Rebecca Kauffman Miller. 
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Dauti Creek: David A. Trayer, Daniel D. Miller, Sem Miller, Jeremias 
Miller. 

Middletown: Mose J. Miller, Christian D. Joder,'° Solomon Miller, Mose H. 
Miller. 

Sugar Creek: Mose Wenger, Peter Bitschy, David D. Trayer, Jacob J. Miller. 

Peru, Ind.: Johannes Smucker, Mose Hershberger. 

Marshal County, Ind.: David H. Hochstetler, Johannes C. Schlabach. 

Sommerset [sic] County, Penn.: Joel Bitschy, Daniel Hershberger. 

Elkhart [County], Ind.: Johannes L. Miller, Joseph P. Hochstetler. 

Lagrange [County], Ind.: Joseph Miller, Tobias Joder, Daniel D. Miller. 

Ober Canada: Johannes Jansi, Johannes Gascho, Johannes Bender. 

Glatz [Glades], Penn.: Abner Yoder 

Wayne Co. Ohio: Emmanuel Hochstetler 

Martins Creek, Ohio: Jacob Joder 


The above translation was made from the German as found in Begebenheiten 
in der Amische Gemeinde von 1850 biss 1898 (Millersburg, Ohio: John Y. 
Schlabach, n. d.), 69-71. Another translation, from a handwritten copy, may be 
found in Harold S. Bender, trans. and ed., “Some Early American Amish 
Mennonite Disciplines,’ MQR & (April 1934), 95-98. 


Document 9 
“Copy Of a Letter In Reply To a Letter From a Universalist,” 
October 17, 1865 


This letter, published in the Herald of Truth in May, 1870, indicates the 
prevalence of universalism as a topic of discussion within the Amish church 
during the period of the Ministers’ meetings. Although the Proceedings, 1864, 
make no mention of a discussion of universalism at that meeting, the author of 
the letter refers to remarks made at “the Indiana convention,” perhaps in 
private conversation, although the letter uses the word “address.” 


The letter was submitted to the Herald of Truth for publication in 1870 and 
perhaps its publication in May prompted the discussion of universalism in June 
at the annual Ministers’ meeting, as recorded in Proceedings, 1870, 9-12. 


The author of the letter was probably Shem Zook (1798-1880) or his son-in- 
law Jonathan K. Hartzler (1838-1906), both of whom served as secretaries at 
the 1864 Ministers’ meeting. Perhaps the letter was written to Joseph Joder 
(1797-1887) in Illinois as suggested in Mifflin County Amish, 258, note 28. 


16. Christian D. Yoder (17 July 1814 - 26 March 1880) was a minister in the Middletown 
congregation (later the Berlin East district). He was the son of David and Veronica Wenger Yoder 
and was married twice. His first wife was Christina Kauffman. His second wife was Catherine 
Schrock (1821-1892), the daughter of Peter C. and Sarah Miller Schrock and widow of John D. 
Troyer (1816-1856) and Elias Stutzman (1815-1871). 
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Belleville, Pa., Oct. 17th, 1865 


Friend 


While I have read a number of universalist books they have not convinced 
me that Universalism can be proven from the Bible, that is when we take the 
whole Bible together and consider it as one harmonious whole. 


I believe true Christian peace of mind can only be obtained by a firm and 
unwavering faith in God, and in the redemption of his son Jesus Christ, leaving 
the decision of that unutterable, momentous and awful question of which you 
write, to Him to whom it properly belongs. A question which pricked the Jews 
to their hearts. A question which caused Felix to tremble, heathen that he was, 
and an Ananias fall down dead; hence it is not to be inferred that it was 
Universalism which Peter taught and Paul preached. 


In my opinion, in your address to the Indiana convention, you did the very 
thing which you wrongfully charge the conference of Dortrecht having done. 
The conference of Dortrecht only stated their opinion in general terms, without 
referring to or censuring anyone, which you in your address charge that body 
with having violated Christ’s precept, “Judge not that ye be not judged.” 


If the conference of Dortrecht committed an error in their article on future 
punishment,’’ then did also almost every learned Commentator that ever wrote 
on the subject; besides an innumerable host of others. 


You cite the names of a number of prominent men who you say were 
Universalists. The names of an incomparable greater number of distinguished 
writers might be adduced who did not believe in Universalism, so that if the 
doctrine were to be judged by the number of eminent who held it, an 
innumerable majority would be against it. 

Instead of depending or speaking on the subject of a final restitution of all 
things, let us rely on Him who directeth all things after the counsel of his own 
will, and who cannot err. 

Let us pray without ceasing that He may strengthen us to strive (that is labor 
with all our might) to enter in at the strait gate, for many, we are most 
emphatically told, will seek to enter in and shall not be able. “He that believeth 
not the Son, shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.” “It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands (that is under the displeasure) of the living 
God.” 


There is no other name given by which we can be saved except the name of 
Jesus Christ alone, and even if it were certain that salvation might be purchased 
by an indefinite period of indescribable suffering; how infinitely better to 
embrace the means by which we may, without money and without price 
certainly obtain that inconceivably greatest of all prizes: eternal salvation. 


17. Article XVIII of the Dordrecht Confession of Faith (1632). 


262 Amish Mennonite Ministers’ Meetings 


“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat; the earth also and works that are therein shall be burned up.” 


“Wherefore beloved seeing that you look for such things, be diligent that you 
may be found of him in peace, without spot and blameless;” “beware lest ye 
also being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your steadfastness. 
But grow in grace, and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 
him be glory both now and forever, Amen.” 


Yours in love. 


This letter was taken from the Herald of Truth (May 1870), 76. 


Document 10 
Letter of Henry Egly to John K. Yoder, February 6, 1866 


Henry Egly (1824-1890) of Adams County, Indiana and John K. Yoder 
(1824-1906) of Wayne County Ohio, both bishops, apparently met at the 
Ministers’ meeting held in Wayne County, Ohio on June 5-7, 1865. According 
to his “Autobiography,” Egly was in the midst of a controversy in his 
congregation which had begun at a church meeting on Good Friday, 1865, 
when a question was raised about “those that were baptized without 
repentance” and he stated that he “would be willing to baptize such a person 
after having accepted the right faith if the persons would ask for it.” In the fall 
his congregation could not have communion and separated into two groups. 


Apparently John K. Yoder had subsequently written to Henry Egly about 
these events to which the letter below is a reply. Egly makes a clear statement 
of his position concerning baptism. Other ministers—the Gerigs, Christian 
Zimmerman, and Jacob Rupp—also agree with Henry Egly. Joseph Gerig, 
Christian Zimmerman, Jacob Rupp, and Henry Egly had been present at the 
1865 Ministers’ meeting, which may well have been the first time that they met. 
In January, 1866 Henry Egly and Christian Zimmerman were visiting Joseph 
Gerig’s church in Allen County, Indiana and this may have been the occasion 
when they decided to unite. Also present in Allen County, Indiana in January, 
1866 was Joseph Rediger (1826-1904), bishop of the Gridley Prairie 
congregation in Livingston County, Illinois, whose congregation would be given 
some attention at the 1866 Ministers’ meeting as recorded in Proceedings, 
1866, 6. 


Linn Grove Adams County Ind Feb 6th 1866 

To you dear and esteemed friend, John K. Yoder, through the grace of God, 
the best [is] wished for soul and body, namely, the true knowledge of God and 
his Son Jesus Christ and the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit to the true new- 
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and re-birth, without which no one will see the Lord and cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God, for the Lord Jesus says: This is indeed eternal life that they 
confess that you alone are the true God and that you wholly know Jesus Christ. 
But, dear friend, no one can know Jesus Christ except through the Holy Spirit 
and no one receives the H[oly] Spirit without true repentance and reformation of 
life. For truth does not come into a wicked soul and does not dwell in a body 
which submits to sin, for the H[oly] Spirit teaches righteousness, flees from the 
idolatrous and avoids the wicked (Proverbs, Chapter 1). But when the H[oly] 
Spirit comes into the heart, he purifies the heart through faith, he sets the hearts 
on fire, and makes them fiery and zealous to all good works. Yes, true faith 
leads the sinner to the feet of Jesus and asks and pleads with tears for grace and 
forgiveness of sins. Yes, he brings the peace of God into the hearts (but not the 
world’s peace). He also produces meekness and humility of the heart. He also 
teaches true spiritual poverty, the knowledge of self, by which a person can 
renounce himself and hate his own life. But he loves the life from God, and 
since he is born of God overcomes the world. 


Now friend, may I ask you to stand still a little and consider the so-called 
Christian denominations, how the world is overcome by them through faith." 
After all, the Lord Jesus says that we shall know them by their fruits and by the 
signs of those who come to faith. They spoke with new tongues. Now consider 
this denominational conversation’? which is practiced among the Mennonites, 
and the abominable pride, the great covetousness and profiteering, the shameful 
lewdness, the jealous slander and back biting, and the friendship with the world. 


Consider also the indolent and lukewarm condition of actual church services 
and then read our articles of faith, especially the 33 Articles in the Martyr 
Book.'” Then you will soon see that the true way of faith has departed and the 
[doctrine and experience of] rebirth has been lost and there is no fear of God in 
the church, but only fear of man and the rulings [Aufsätze] of elders [Elteste]. It 
goes like the prophet Jeremiah says (Chap. 30:8-10). The law is no longer 
written in the hearts; that is the reason for the rulings. 


And since I consider you a friend and have found you amenable too, so am I 
now also willing to respond to your letter. Concerning [your] health, so may 
thanks be said to the Lord. Also I feel thankful to you for your warning and 
admonition concerning your caution. But with respect to what you have heard 


18. The context suggests that Egly is sarcastic, that he is implying that most denominations are 
not overcoming the world by faith. Perhaps Egly is playing on words. He has written of the “new 
tongues” of new believers and now contrasts that with the “conversation” of the Amish, evidently 
using the term in the Biblical sense, meaning “conduct,” as in Psa. 37:14. and I Tim. 4:12, and 
elsewhere. 

19. The 33 articles of faith in the Martyrs Mirror are similar to, but not to be confused with, the 
18 articles in the Dortrecht Confession of Faith. Article XII (“Of saving faith”) and Article XIII (“Of 
regeneration and the new creature”) of this confession of faith dealt in particular with some of Henry 
Egly’s concerns for the church. See Thieleman J. van Braght, The Bloody Theater or Martyrs 
Mirror, 5th English ed. (Scottdale, Pa.: Mennonite Publishing House, 1950), 373-410 for the 33 
articles of faith. 


264 Amish Mennonite Ministers’ Meetings 


concerning baptism I can well write that it is a big lie and a shameful slander. 
But this is how I am minded, with God’s help and his grace: 

Should a member of the church become restless concerning baptism that it 
[he/she] was too young, or was received by an unreformed and unrepentant 
minister, because of disregard for the Ordnung in the congregation and then 
such a member can come to no Godly peace, and then after that, it [he/she] were 
examined carefully for some [length of] time and then also demonstrated that it 
was under such circumstances that it [he/she] was baptized, and otherwise 
nothing is wrong” but the baptism, such we cannot stand in the way [of 
rebaptizing], for the apostles did not stand in the way of the twelve novices 
receiving baptism, for where baptism is not [administered] according to the 
Scriptures, there is also no promise and [it] is nothing and without value. I was 
baptized along with the teaching of a repentant life, by a blameless minister 
ordained thereto.’ And since I no longer see such new repentant lives, either by 
preachers or listeners, therefore I am minded to have no more fellowship until a 
reformation and new life follows. But if you do not have enough clarification 
with this writing, then come and visit us, for we hope, with God’s help and His 
Word, to state our position in love and childlike simplicity. 4 congregations 
have now united: we from Adams Co., the Gerig from Allen Co., Christ 
Zimmerman from Clinton Co., Indiana, Jacob Rupp from Fulton County, Ohio, 
And to all those who are in agreement with the above indicated articles, and 
keep house over [discipline] their congregations in accordance with them and 
leave the world and all violations of the Ordnung [ Unordnungen], [we] offer the 
hand [of fellowship] as brethren. So much from your friend Henry Egly. No ill 
will intended, if this is possible. 


This letter may be found in the John K. Yoder Correspondence, AMC. The 
translation was made and published herein with the permission of the Historical 
Committee of the Mennonite Church. 


Document 11 
John M. Brenneman, “Unity Among the Brethren,” March 1866 


John M. Brenneman (1816-1895), a prominent Mennonite bishop in Allen 
County, Ohio wrote the following article which appeared in the Herald of Truth 
to propose the idea of “a general conference, and invite the various branches of 
the Old Mennonite brotherhood in the United States and Canada, not excepting 
the Swiss and Omish brethren, to be present, in order to make an effort, by the 
help of God, to effect a more perfect union and enter into a more intimate 
relationship with each other.” 


20. i.e., provided the disturbed person is otherwise in the order of the church. 

21. Henry Egly was baptized at the age of 17 years (1841) by elder Jacob Augspurger (1786- 
1846) in Butler County, Ohio.—Henry Egly, “A Brief History of My Life,” English trans. by Emma 
Steury, 1, in Henry Egly papers, AMC. 
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At the close of the 1866 Ministers’ meeting, Joseph Stuckey (1826-1902), 
then an Amish bishop in Illinois, called attention to the German version which 
had appeared in the Herold der Wahrheit in March 1866. The ministers took no 
action and no discussion of this idea is recorded in Proceedings, 1866, 13. 


Unity Among the Brethren 


“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity!”—Psalm 33. 


Those are called brethren, who are begotten of the same father; as, for 
example, Joseph’s brethren said to him, “Thy servants are twelve brethren, the 
sons of one man in the land of Canaan.” — Gen. 42:13 


Again, in the Scriptures, all that stand in the relation of kinsmen to each other 
are also called brethren; as, for instance, uncles, cousins, brothers-in-law, &c. 
Lot was the son of Abraham’s brother, yet he is spoken of as the brother of 
Abraham. — Gen. 14:14, 16. It was said to the children of Israel, “ye are to pass 
through the coast of your brethren, the children of Esau.”— Gen. 2:4, 8. “I am 
distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan,” said David.—2 Sam. 1:26. 


Thirdly, those are called brethren who are of the same nation, and have 
descended from the same progenitor. Thus the Israelites as a body are often 
called brethren. Moses went out unto “his brethren.”—Ex. 2:11. He said to 
Jethro his father-in-law (Ex. 4:18), “Let me go, I pray thee, and return unto my 
brethren which are in Egypt.” Paul says, “I could wish that myself were 
accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”— 
Rom. 9:3. The Levites took tithes of the people; that is, of their “brethren.”— 
Heb. 7:5. Moses said, “The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from 
the midst of thee, of thy brethren.” 


Fourthly, all men in general who have lived since the creation are called 
brethren. “Have we not all one Father? hath not one God created us?’”—Mal. 
2:10. “At the hand of every man’s brother will I require the life of man.’ — Gen. 
9:5. “I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly,” said Lot to the Sodomites.— 
Gen. 19:7. “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any 
wise rebuke thy neighbor.”—Lev. 19:17. “One is your Master, even Christ; and 
all ye are brethren.”—Matt. 23:8. These words Jesus spoke to the multitude as 
well as to his disciples (verse 1). 


Fifthly, all those are called brethren, who have been spiritually regenerated 
and born again of the one Spirit of God our Heavenly Father. These are called 
brethren in the Lord, and brethren in Christ, and also holy brethren.—-Heb. 3:1. 
Jesus calls them his brethren; for he says, “Whosoever shall do the will of my 
Father which is in Heaven, the same is my brother.” He called them brethren 
also after his resurrection. “Go to my brethren,” he said to Mary Magdalene, 
“and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father,” &c. Oh, how 
holy indeed is such a brotherhood in the Lord, and how intimately united and 
bound together in love and mutual obligation to each other! 
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In what ever direction we may turn in this world, wherever there are men, we 
shall find also brethren; and let them be of whatever class they may, the words 
of our text will with great fitness and propriety apply to them. But especially of 
the spiritual brotherhood, may it be truly and emphatically said, “Behold, how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.” Nay, pen 
cannot describe how excellent and lovely, how noble, how good, how pleasant 
and acceptable to God and his children it is, when a spiritual brotherhood “dwell 
[sic] together in unity.” Dear brethren, do we, then earnestly endeavor with all 
our strength, to fulfill the sacred duty? 


In order to comprehend rightly and clearly the meaning of our text, let us 
first take into consideration the unpleasantness, injuriousness, hatefulness of the 
opposite state of things before God and his angels, when brethren (especially 
those that call themselves Christians) dwell together in disunion, hatred, and 
contention. In the first place, how unpleasant, hurtful, and disgraceful it is, even 
when natural brethren of one family dwell together in discord! Oh, what 
sorrow, pain, and trouble are often occasioned, when they wickedly try to do to 
each other all manner of injury for the sake of tormenting one another! The 
consequences of such discord among brethren the aged patriarch Jacob, as well 
as many other fathers and mothers, had largely to experience. 


Secondly, if we look abroad into the world in general, who can describe the 
great evil, the pain, the grief and wretchedness, which have already been caused 
by discord among the brethren! What innumerable multitudes of human lives 
have been thus murderously destroyed! What immensely great quantities of 
human blood have been shed, and what incalculably great amounts of earthly 
wealth have men already destroyed for each other! Of these things we have an 
example in the late war, as also of many other evils. 


Thirdly, if we cast a view upon the spiritual brotherhood of our day, who can 
here describe the great ruin and mischief which have already been and are still 
caused by their discords! In the primitive period of Christianity in the time of 
the apostles, they were of one heart and of one mind; but now they are split up 
and divided into hundreds of sects, hating, reproaching, reviling, and 
condemning one another without measure or restraint; and almost without 
exception each church professes to be the best and the true one, so that many 
souls who are concerned for, and desire to seek, their salvation, scarcely know 
whither to go. Jesus, however, is still the true and only fount of salvation. 


But finally, if we examine our so-called Mennonite brotherhood, which in 
the beginning was united and bound together in love, we find, alas! that we too 
very soon became discordant and divided into different parties, and oh! who can 
tell into how many sects they are at present divided! Oh how deplorable it is! 
and how detrimental has such discord been to the interests of our brotherhood! 
Many dearly bought souls have, perhaps, been thereby hindered and suffered to 
perish. Where at present is there any community of our brotherhood to be 
found, in which all are perfectly united and at entire peace with one another? 
Alas! how dark, how dark our light is shining! Indescribably and inexpressibly 
great is the mischief which has arisen and which is yet daily arising from the 
discord among the brethren. 
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We will now turn to the other side of the picture and consider, First, “how 
good and how pleasant it is” for natural brethren in one house “to dwell together 
in unity!” To be in unity is as much as to be of one mind, of one heart, and in 
harmony with one another. In such a harmonious brotherhood each one is ready 
to assist the other and to help him on in his labors. They work together in 
mutual support of each other, walking together hand in hand. Oh how pleasant! 
how good and lovely such a state of things is, and how acceptable to all 
Christian people! 

Secondly, “how good and how pleasant it is” for brethren of a neighborhood, 
city, or country “to dwell together in unity.” For where such is the case, there 
will not be strife, contentions, hatred, enmity, reviling, fighting, wars, and 
bloodshed; but love, peace and unity. All will work together and try to help one 
another. Here each one will live not for himself only, or seek only his own 
profit or interest; but also that which profitable and conducive to the interests of 
others. Oh how amiable and praiseworthy would such a harmonious universal 
brotherhood be! But, alas! where on earth is such a brotherhood to be found? 


Thirdly, “how good and how pleasant it is” for spiritual brethren in Christ, in 
the same church to “dwell together in unity!” If they are truly united and bound 
together in bonds of love, seeking to help, build up, and edify one another on 
their pilgrimage, and walking hand in hand, “in the same mind and in the same 
judgment,” who can express “how good and how pleasant” such things are! For 
where such is the case, it may truly be called a heaven here on earth. Dear 
brethren, let us endeavor with all our heart to promote this unity among the 
brethren. Behold, how refreshing and encouraging it is for brethren from time 
to time to assemble in concord, to serve the great God with praises, honor, 
thanksgiving, and adoration; and to build up, comfort, and encourage one 
another. Oh, how good, how divine, how noble, how pleasant and lovely this 
is! Oh, meditate upon it. 

Fourthly, but, though it be so good and so pleasant for brethren in a single 
community to dwell together in unity, yet how good and how much more 
pleasant must it be for several Christian communities, united and bound together 
in the bond of love, in concord mutually to extend to each other a brotherly 
hand of fellowship, and to seek to be helpful to and to promote of each other’s 
interests! For example, if all the so-called Mennonite and Omish brethren 
should be united and joined together in love, working in harmony with each 
other, to promote the honor of God and the salvation of men, how good and 
how pleasant this would be, how cheering and encouraging! But even if this 
desirable end should not soon be gained or accomplished, yet I must believe 
that, if we in common sincerely strive to attain this end, a gradual approach and 
co-operation will soon begin to become visible among us, to the end that we 
may at least be a mutual help to each other in building up and advancing the 
kingdom of Christ. Whenever this result shall have been attained, we may then 
hope that all party-spirit among us will soon begin gradually to disappear, and 
we may possibly at last be, for the greater part or entirely, united into one. How 
good and pleasant it would be, if we could dwell together in unity as brethren, 
and as one household of faith, seeking together to build up the peaceful 
kingdom of Christ. We all, I hope, wish to get to Heaven and be there for ever. 
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But there will be no separation any more; but a perfect union, love, and peace 
for ever and ever. If, then, we, in this time of grace are here so separated and 
estranged from each other as to be unwilling to have anything to do with each 
other, how can we expect to live there together in unity forever? The Savior 
says (John 10:16), “And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also 
I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold and one 
shepherd.” Alas! how lamentable it is, that the flock is so divided, there being 
but one shepherd! This has often been to me a serious consideration. But what 
will thoughts avail, if we leave the matter at that without doing anything more? 
It could not, I hope, be any disadvantage, or make the matter worse, to consult 
together in mutual brotherly love, as to the course it would be best to take, in 
order to come nearer together, and eventually, if possible, to be united and 
joined together in love. I have often thought of the matter, as have also other 
brethren. We have also sometimes conversed on the propriety or practicability 
of holding a general conference for the attainment of this end, if we would 
unanimously consent to meet together, as, for example, the brethren in Germany 
did, who, in 1632, held a council at Dort for a similar object, and united 
themselves into one brotherhood. 

But as my humble views may be very imperfect and unsatisfactory, I simply 
mention this as in accordance with my humble judgment, and in love thus 
present it to the consideration of the brethren and fellow-laborers, and would 
hereby inquire of them, whether it would be agreeable with their views, to try 
the experiment, appoint a general conference, and invite the various branches of 
the Old Mennonite brotherhood in the United States and in Canada, not 
excepting the Swiss and Omish brethren, to be present, in order to make an 
effort, by the help of God to effect a more perfect union and enter into a more 
intimate relationship with each other. The matter should not, however, be 
pushed on too hastily, so as to give opportunity for a mature consideration, as to 
how, when, and where, it should take place. I desire, therefore, that the brethren 
who think it worth their while, communicate their views of the matter through 
the Herald of Truth as early as practicable, and say whether they are in favor of 
or opposed to the plan suggested. Let them express their sentiments freely and 
openly, yet only in conformity with brotherly love. The Swiss and Omish 
brethren are also invited. Should any one prefer to do so, let him also write to 
me privately. I remain your true-hearted and well-wishing brother and fellow- 
laborer in the Lord. 


J. M. Brenneman 
Elida,.O. 


This English version of J. M. Brenneman’s “Unity Among the Brethren” is 
taken from the Herald of Truth (March 1866), 17. It also appeared in the 
Herold der Wahrheit (March 1866), 17, under the title, “Die brüderliche 
Entracht.” 
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Document 12 


Jacob Schwarzendruber, Letter to Jonathan Yoder, Andrew and 
Christian Ropp and Others, October 18, 1866 


On May 22, 1866 the Ministers’ meeting appointed a committee from Illinois 
consisting of Jonathan Yoder (1795-1869), Andrew Ropp (1809-1890), and 
Christian Ropp (1812-1896) to visit Johnson County, Iowa at the written 
request of the congregation there.—Proceedings, 1866, 9-10. These ministers 
visited the congregation with Joseph Stuckey (1826-1902) and Joseph 
Goldsmith (1796-1876) and conducted a meeting there on June 13-14, 1866. 
This trip is described in Pre. Joseph Stuckey, “A Visit to the Churches in Iowa,” 
Herald of Truth (July 1866), 56-57. The 1867 Ministers’ meeting acknowledged 
that the committee had not been able to restore peace as indicated in 
Proceedings, 1867, 7. The following letter gives Bishop Jacob 
Schwarzendruber’s reaction to this visit and subsequent events. 


Johnson Co., Iowa Sity P. O., Iowa, Box 281 18 October 1866 


A hearty greeting of love to you, brother and fellow-laborer in the church of 
the Lord, Jonathan Jodder, and to your fellow-ministers, and to Andreas and 
Christian Ruch [Ropp], and to all the ministers together, and all the ministers 
who stand with us in the same faith and hope. Our desire is to be zealous in 
righteousness, and be mindful of us in your prayers in these troublous times. I 
am minded to do the same, with the help of the Lord, for all who desire it, as 
much as the Lord lends me grace. 


First, I wish you good health. We are as it is with old people, not the best, 
but we are after all duty bound to thank God for the condition we are in. It is 
after all only a merciful gift from God, from his fatherly hands, who knows 
what is beneficial for us. So I hear from brother Stucki [Joseph Stuckey] that 
you were not quite well [during] the time you were with us. I hope this writing 
will find you better. 


To give you a little account of how it now stands with us; Abner [Yoder] has 
received your letter, and so far as I know [is] in agreement. You reported 
something from Frederich’s letter, and I have understood from Stucki that you 
think that I had a hand in Frederich’s letter. But that is not so; it had already 
been sent out some days before I heard anything of it. Perhaps two weeks later 
he told me the reason why he had written to you. Stucki had the letter with him, 
and I said that Frederich must be responsible for it. He said to me: I do not 
know whether it requires an answer. It seems to me, from Abner’s letter from 
you, that you were complaining somewhat about me. So I ask you for patience 
if I have grieved you. I am a weak mortal too, as it can easily happen that one 
makes a mistake without intending to. On Sunday our candidates for baptism 
were taken in by Abner, and on Monday Stucki came from Somers after he had 
conducted church [services] in the forenoon, I hope peacefully inclined, after we 
had committed ourselves to God’s care. 
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Brother Stucki said something to me that I had said harsh words, apparently 
when conducting church [services]. I can recall nothing of it, and if they are 
contrary to the teaching of the Gospel, then I ask sincerely for patience, since it 
can be a word said quickly in haste, for I am inept, this I know, and in need of 
instruction. But it must have been some years ago, for Levi Miller has moved 
away from here more than 3 years [ago] to the other congregation; and he is said 
to be the witness, as I understand. Now if I erred, all those who have heard 
something of what I said should have addressed me in Christian love, or those 
who give witness could have reminded me. Then I would have been thankful to 
those who had helped me to the right, and not years later, when already the 
Lord’s Supper [die Einigkeit] had been held over [postponed]. As I think it 
happened; but this way it appears that everything that they can find against me 
has been sought out. The dear God knows everything. I have often stood 
before the congregation with trembling and concern and admonished the 
congregation with tears and noted the weightiness of my office [of bishop], to 
stand between God and man, according to the teaching of Hezekiah. And what 
is my reward for these 15 years in lowa? The dear God knows everything, that I 
often did not feel myself worthy to stand before the congregation, but my 
calling compelled it. I have now been in the ministry over 40 years in my great 
[spiritual] poverty, and 33 years in America, and was in the Glades 
congregation for 7 years—where the old housefather [bishop] Christian Yoder 
was and the young Christian Yoder. After that [I was] 11 years in the 
[Casselman] River [congregation]. I was there when Benedict Miller died, an 
upright man, and I was also with Jonas Beachey and saw that all these named 
ministers were criticized by ungrateful members of the congregation. And so it 
has gone with nearly all ministers that I can recall. It does not surprise me very 
much that the same thing happens to me in my weakness. I will close now, and 
if I have done wrong, sooner or later, then I ask for patience. I wish I could 
speak face to face with you ministers; I think it would be better. Herewith I 
commit you with us into God’s care. May he preserve us all to a blessed end in 
this vale of tears, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Yet a hearty greeting to you Jon[athan], and Andres and Christian Ruch. 
Written by me, distressed, depressed mortal, Jacob Schwarzendruber. Write me 
an answer when it is agreeable to you. It seems I must bring my short lifetime 
to a close with unmitigated affliction and distress, and if I had not been in the 
ministry, then I could have had peace with almost all people, in accordance with 
the teaching of Paul. 


This translation was made from the original letter in the Daniel B. 
Swartzendruber Collection, AMC. It is published here with the permission of 
the Historical Committee of the Mennonite Church. 
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Document 13 


Ten Articles of the Offenthal Conference, Offenthal near St. 
Goarshausen, Hesse-Nassau, May 21, 1867 


At the same time that the Amish Ministers in North America were meeting 
annually in the Diener Versammlungen, seventeen ministers of six Amish 
congregations in the Palatinate, Hesse-Nassau, Oberhesse, and Neuweid met at 
Offenthal near St. Goarshausen, Hesse-Nassau on May 20-21, 1867 and agreed 
on the ten articles appearing below. On June 2, 1867 the French Amish met at 
Einville near Luneville and agreed to the articles excepting the interpretation 
given to the words of the apostle Paul in Article Eight dealing with mixed 
marriages. 


While the North American Amish in their annual meetings often dealt with 
specific situations arising in various congregations, the Offenthal Conference 
resulted in general statements of faith and practice. 


OFFENTHAL AMISH CONFERENCE OF MAY, 1867 


THE 20th AND 215t OF MAY IN OFFENTHAL / ST. GOARSHAUSEN 
ON THE RHINE are memorable days in the history of our religious community. 
Offenthal was the destination for a number of elders, preachers, superintendents 
[Vorstehern]* and church members representing the Amish Mennonites with 
the explicit intention of considering carefully the few points which for over 200 
years had distinguished our church from others. On the 20th of May, from noon 
to evening, from near and far, the delegates of the several congregations, 
ranging in age from those in the prime of life to the elderly, arrived one after 
another. Preacher Harder from Neuwied, accompanied by the deacons of the 
church, as well as this writer, made their appearance as invited guests. The 
spacious dwelling of the leaseholder Jacob Unzicker [1808-1875] provided 
space and lodging for all, and the entire host family considered it an honor to 
make the two-day stay as agreeable as possible to each one. The evening passed 
by with warm greetings, getting acquainted, and friendly conversation in 
groups. A pleasant spirit stirred in everyone, and gave rise to the happy 
expectation that the meeting might not be fruitless. After the proposed 
preliminary draft had been agreed upon in its main points by a small “Komitee,” 
the assembled friends and brethren came together for a formal consideration and 


22. While Aeltester and Prediger, as used in this confession of faith, will be recognized as 
traditional Amish ministerial offices, the ministerial office of Vorsteher is not mentioned in 
nineteenth century Amish literature in America. Presently the designation is used among the Amish 
in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, but has a different meaning. There it is applied to the senior 
minister in a district in which there is currently no bishop (conversation with David Luthy, Sept. 
1995, and letter from Abner F. Beiler, Gordonville, Pa., to Paton Yoder, Jan. 19, 1996). But in this 
document Vorstehern and Diaconen seem to be interchangeable terms, as indicated in Paragraph or 
Article 2. However the duties prescribed or implied elsewhere therein for the office of Vorsteher 
seem to be heavier than those traditionally belonging to the office of deacon. Consequently 
Vorsteher is translated herein as “superintendent,” rather than as “deacon.” 
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discussion of the same. The assembly was greeted and opened solemnly by the 
unanimously elected moderator, elder Joseph Unzicker from Hof Henriettenthal, 
from whom also the call for the meeting had gone out. Then, after Chr. 
Unzicker was named as secretary and keeper of these minutes, all the assembled 
[delegates], with few exceptions, took part in the deliberations, one after the 
other, with visible seriousness, with good grace and with circumspection. At 
the close of discussion, each paragraph was voted on and paragraphs [§§] 1, 2, 
3, 4, 6, 7, 10 were approved unanimously. Paragraph 5: 14 for, 3 against. 
Paragraph 8: 10 for, 1 against. Paragraph 9: 14 for, 2 against (one voter absent). 
And at the end the agreement [was] signed by all. It reads as follows. 


Hof Offenthal, the 21St of May 1867 


Under today’s date we, the assembled elders, preachers, deacons, and 
members of the Mennonite Church, of both Hesses, the Bavarian Palatinate, 
Rhenish Prussia, and the former Duchy of Nassau, filled with the desire to edify 
our small, so widely scattered, church on the foundation of the Holy Word, and 
to maintain and strengthen it, declare that with God’s grace we want to hold fast 
unswervingly to the common confession of faith of our dear Menno Simons, as 
he himself and our forefathers took it from the Holy Scriptures and sealed it 


with their blood. But since in the course of the last two hundred years various — 


interpretations have been put forward within our own church concerning 
specific points,” it is therefore our sincere and earnest endeavor to bring about 
an understanding and agreement thereon, and we herewith present the relevant 
points in the following draft: 


Se 
First we hold to and confess the Apostles’ Creed on the basis of the Holy 
Scriptures in common with all evangelical Christian confessions of the world. 


Consequently, we believe in one Almighty Creator of heaven and earth, the 
Father of human beings. We believe in his only begotten Son, our Savior, who 
has redeemed us from sin through the accomplished gift of his own life on the 
cross. We believe in the Holy Spirit, which gives life to the church, and 
sanctifies and renews for a life and walk which is pleasing to God. 


Be 


We maintain firmly that, as the apostles in the beginning appointed elders or 
preachers and deacons or superintendents [Vorsteher] in the name of the Lord, 
after the death of the apostles, the authority for the selection and ordination 
[Bestätigung] of preachers and superintendents has been transmitted to the 
congregation so that through the teaching and pastoral offices of the preacher 
and the caretaking responsibilities [Pflegeramt] of the superintendent 


23. In view of the fact that the expressed purpose of the meeting at Offenthal was to facilitate a 
reconciliation between the “two kinds of Mennonites,” (Paragraph 10 and concluding paragraph), it 
is clear that the reference to the “various [or differing] interpretations” which had arisen in the “last 
two hundred years” relates to the Amish schism of the 1690s and the subsequent solidifying of that 
division. 
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[Vorsteher], the whole church community will be kept and led according to the 
will of God and everything will be done properly and in order (Eph. 4:11,12; 
Acts 6:1-7; Acts 1:15-26). The acceptance of the selection [to a ministerial 
office] is assumed at baptism since we already tell the baptismal candidates at 
their admission into the congregation through holy baptism to accept the office 
of minister in the congregation, should the lot fall on them. 


$43: 
We hold fast to the practice of holy baptism, which Christ the Lord himself 
instituted for all who, after instruction and confession [of faith] to the 


congregation and at their own request, are taken into the church of Christ 
(Matth. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15, 16). 


§. 4. 


We firmly believe that, as Christ the Lord instituted Holy Communion and 
observed it himself with his disciples on the evening before his death, the 
congregation should observe Holy Communion among its members in memory 
of the suffering and death of Christ. We celebrate Holy Communion as brethren 
and sisters in Christ Jesus, for the most sacred union with Him as the invisible 
head, and also for the forgiveness of our sins on the basis of our penitent 
confession of sin (Matth. 26:26, 28; I Cor. 11:23-25). 


Ro: 

We firmly believe that footwashing, as Christ himself practiced it with his 
disciples and introduced when he instituted Holy communion as an example to 
imitate, has always proved to be a custom worthy of honor as a sign of humility, 
willingness to serve, and brotherhood, as these virtues should always be found 
among members. But whether and in what manner footwashing is to be carried 
out: literally or, through the words of the preacher, to be regarded only 
spiritually as a holy symbol or reminder, is left up to each individual 
congregation. But in the future it shall no longer be the basis for schism among 
us. 


§ 6. 


We firmly believe that Christ the Lord forbade the swearing of oaths in his 
church most resolutely, further the apostle James has repeated this prohibition of 
the Lord explicitly. Our simple “Yes” and “No” with hand vow [handshake ?] 
in testifying to the truth in all situations, both public and private, always takes 
the place of the oath. Therefore our solemn declaration, if it should be shown to 
be false, is subject to the same punishment which is applied to a false oath in the 
view of the judicial authority of this world, but especially in the eyes of God, 
the higher judge over life and death, with whom there is no respect of person 
and to whom our most secret thoughts are open (Matth. 5:34-37; James 5:12). 
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BE 


We firmly believe that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is a Gospel of love and 
peace, given by the Lord, to be proclaimed to every creature, so that through it 
all mortals should become children of God. We firmly believe that, as a power 
of God, this precious Gospel transforms the hearts of mortals and that, if the 
people and the magistrates give ear to the words of the Gospel, all waging of 
war in the world must cease. However, how the several congregations and each 
young man actually choose to observe our ancient Mennonite “defenseless and 
weaponless stance,” first of all to satisfy his own conscience, and then also [to 
satisfy] the demand of the magistrate of the land sufficiently, we leave to the 
prudent judgment of each one. 


Sig; 


We firmly believe that marriage is holy, instituted by God already in 
Paradise, and that marriage partners, for the sake of their own prosperity and 
peace, should be in agreement in their confession of faith, but we hold that 
according to the express word of the apostle Paul (I Cor. 7:14), mixed 
marriages, in which one [partner] belongs to our church and the other to another 
Christian confession, can be blessed, wherefore we no longer feel authorized to 
maintain strictly the church discipline according to which, until now, mixed 
marriages have been punished. We firmly believe that there is only one basis 
for divorce, as is stated in Matth. 5:32; Matth. 19:6-9. 


So: 


We firmly believe that, according to I Cor. 5:1; I Cor. 11:27-29; Matth. 
18:15-17; Matth. 16:19 and Joh. 20:21-23, discipline is to be maintained in the 
congregation and should go as far as to exclude such members from Holy 
Communion who openly, by their godless walk, cause offence and scandal.” 
But the congregation, through the preacher and the superintendent, is always to 
show itself ready to readmit the repentant member to Holy Communion. 


§. 10. 


With the decisions expressed here, we consider a way toward unification and 
agreement among all Mennonite congregations, wherever they are and whatever 
language they speak, to be opened, and one and all, we offer the hand of 
brotherly love. 


May the only ruling head of our church, Jesus Christ our Savior, rule over us 
with his Spirit and instruct and build us up according to his holy example, that 
we may be his true disciples and become heirs of eternal life through his great 
grace and mercy. Amen 


24. By omitting any reference to shunning, this conference of Amish churchmen was proposing 
to discontinue recourse to that ultimate instrument of Amish discipline, which had been revived by 
Jacob Ammann himself. 
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From the Nassau Congregation: 


Joseph Unzicker,” Hof Henriettenthal at Idstein, Elder 
Christian Stahly, Hof Offenthal, Preacher 

Jakob Unzicker, Hof Offenthal, Member 

Jacob Stahly, presently from Erlenhof, Member 


From the Bavarian Palatinate: 

Jakob Maurer, from Obermehlingen, Preacher 

Daniel Schönbeck, from Jagweilerhof, [possibly 
Ingweilerhof], Preacher 

Johannes Risser, from Sembach, Preacher 


From the Zweibriicker congregation: 


Joseph Hauter, from the Kirschbachermiihle, Member 
Nikolaus Esch, from Dorsterhof, Member 


From the Neuwied City Congregation 

Carl Harder, from Neuwied, Preacher 

Otto Friedenreich, from Neuwied, Superintendent 
Theodore Friedenreich, from Neuweid, Superintendent 


From the Neuwied Country Congregation 


Wilhehm Heinemann, from Kleebury, Elder 
Daniel Unzicker, from Bassenheim, Preacher 


From the Upper Hessian Congregation 


Jakob Giingrich, from Etzgeroth at Ahlsfeld, Elder 
Christian Unzicker, from Beigemühle at Ahlsfeld, Elder 
Peter Schlabach, from Wetzlar, Preacher 


Remarks 

I. In all honesty let it here be said that in the drafting of this document as it 
was signed above at Offenthal, here and there a slight change has seemed 
appropriate, yet so that the meaning is not changed in the least, but rather only 
stated more clearly and more kindly, and even with the prior agreement of as 
many signers of the original as was possible in the short time. 


II. The French congregations at Luneville, to whom a copy of this document 
was sent immediately, submitted their commentary in writing: 


25. Joseph Unzicker (1804-1881) and his wife Elizabeth Otto (1821-1872) came to Putnam 
County, Illinois in 1872 and to Dry Grove Township, McLean County, Illinois in 1876.—Amish 
Immigrants, 170; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 253; “Unzicker,” CE (Nov. 1931), 261. 


276 Amish Mennonite Ministers’ Meetings 


1) They are in agreement with § 1-7 


2) On § 8,they claim to understand the quotation from Paul differently, 
that is, at the first proclamation of the Gospel through the apostles there pre- 
existed mixed marriages between Christians and Jews, and Christians and 
heathen, but that thereafter, after the congregation at Corinth became Christian, 
the apostle Paul no longer would have allowed such mixed marriages. 


3) As to § 9 no change is proposed, but rather only the wish expressed 
that church discipline be maintained according to the cited passages of the Holy 
Scriptures. 


This commentary is signed in the name of the congregations under the date 
Einville at Luneville, June 2, 1867, by John Hauter, elder; Andreas Esch, elder; 
Joh. Springer, superintendent; Andreas Augsburger, superintendent; Christian 
Schweizer, superintendent; Konrad Schweizer, elder. 


Other congregations to whom the above document comes herewith for the 
first time may respond candidly to it in our organ, the Mennonitische Blätter. If 
each one who feels led to make his opinion public keeps this goal of 
understanding and unification clearly in view and desires it sincerely, then the 
time is near, with God’s help and grace, when there will no longer be two kinds 
of Mennonites, but only one free Christ-like denomination built on the 
foundation of the prophets and apostles, since Jesus Christ is the cornerstone 
according to the interpretation of the Holy Word that our dear Menno Simons 
gave, strove for, witnessed to, and disseminated with the power of his whole 
life. God the Lord has very many and various laborers for the nurture of his 
kingdom on earth. May he also henceforth look on in grace and bless that part 
of the work which he has entrusted to our small religious community and ever 
find nimble hands and willing hearts among us, until he finally brings about the 
time when all Christian brethern and sisters and peoples of the earth will be only 
“one flock and one shepherd” (Joh. 10:16). 

Sent out from Sembach in June, 1867. 

— J. Risser 

The Offenthal Confession of Faith was published in J. Risser, “Der 20, und 
21 Mai in Offenthal bei St Goarshausen am Rhein,” Mennonitische Blatter, 
(June 1867), 38-40, and “Zum 8 unserer Offenthaler Vereinbarung,” Ibid. 
(May 1868), 28-31. This periodical can be found in the Mennonite Historical 
Library, Goshen, Indiana. This translation was made by Mary Eleanor Bender. 
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Document 14 
John F. Funk, “Annual Conference of the Omish Mennonite Church,” 
July 1870 


In June, 1870 John F. Funk (1835-1930), the editor of the Herald of Truth 
and the Herold der Wahrheit, attended some of the sessions of the annual 
conference of Amish Mennonites in Fulton County, Ohio. He printed the 
Proceedings of the ministers’ meetings in 1866 and 1867, and 1869-1878. He 
described the meetings and reflected on their significance in the following 
editorial. 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE OMISH MENNONITE CHURCH 


It was our privilege to spend two days with our Omish brethren, during the 
time of their annual Conference, which, as was announced in the previous 
numbers of the Herald, was held on the sth, 6th, 7th, and sth of June, on the 
premises of Christian Shantz, about two and one-half miles from Archbold, in 
Fulton County, Ohio. On the 5, which was Sunday, divine services were held 
both in the forenoon and afternoon, and a large concourse of people were in 
attendance. Earnest and affecting discourses were delivered by the ministers 
who were in attendance. On Monday the Conference was organized and the 
necessary arrangements made to proceed with the business, and also several 
points agreed upon. Tuesday and Wednesday were spent in the consideration 
and determination of various questions, while a portion of time also was taken 
up with exhortations and discourses upon various subjects. 


It may not be out of place in this connection to give a brief outline of the 
manner in which the conference was conducted; it may even be beneficial to 
those who are unacquainted therewith. In the first place, a Moderator or 
President with an assistant is appointed by the ministers present. The two lead 
the Conference and preside over it. All questions that are intended to be 
brought before the Conference must be written out in proper form and handed to 
the Moderator of the meeting or his assistant. These have the privilege to 
withhold any question which they consider improper or perhaps injurious to be 
brought before the Conference. Questions upon which they decide favorably 
are then read before the Conference and the necessary remarks and explanations 
made, after which a committee of five persons is chosen by the Moderator and 
his assistant. These take the question and proceed to an apartment alone and 
there according to the Scriptures and their best convictions decide the question 
and write out the answer. When this is done they return and hand back to the 
Moderator both question and the answer which are read in the presence of the 
Conference. Each member of the Conference then has the privilege of giving 
his views or offering remarks upon the subject. A vote is then taken and 
generally the matter unanimously agreed upon. Thus one question after another 
is disposed of and when the work is done, the Conference adjourns. 
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We must yet remark that during those two days we were there, a large 
number of brethren and sisters were present, yet good order prevailed. The 
sessions were somewhat lengthy, yet it seemed there was such an interest 
manifested in the proceedings of Conference that none were inclined to disturb 
the peace and quiet of the meeting. The most kind and fraternal feeling also 
seemed to exist among those who composed the Conference. The spirit of love 
seemed to dwell there. I was indeed reminded of the words of the Psalmist, 
“Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity.” There were a large number of ministers from the different states present, 
and it was indeed a pleasure to us to be present, and behold face to face those 
whose names have been so familiar to us for so long a time. Many whose 
names in years gone by I used to write each month with my own hand, many 
whose writings to me were as household words, but whose faces I had never 
beheld, I was permitted here to see and converse with, and also to listen to their 
words of comfort and admonition. 


And more than this. It seemed so as in our own church, among our own 
people, the style of preaching, the same truths, the same principles, the same 
doctrines were discussed, and I must say my heart was led out in feelings of 
love and affection toward them; we seem so must as one and the same people, 
and I hope not many years will pass by ere this may be brought to pass. 


I was particularly interested in the closing remarks by the Moderator and the 
assistant. The first in his earnest and pathetic remarks to the young, who were 
so earnestly exhorted to seek their salvation in an accepted time and in the day 
of grace, and the second as he admonished so earnestly the bishops and 
ministers, then the brethren and sisters in general and last the parents and the 
children, all to be faithful and work for the glory of God and the salvation of 
their own and the souls of those committed to their care. 


We feel sure that this meeting, if in the least degree faithful souls were 
present, was not in vain, and we believe it did much good. May God’s blessing 
abide upon it and upon all who were present. 

The proceedings of the Conference will be printed and every minister and 
member of the church, if they desire it, may obtain one and so make themselves 
acquainted with what was done. 


John F. Funk 


This editorial by John F. Funk was taken from the Herald of Truth (July 
1870), 104-105. 
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Document 15 


Joseph Stuckey, Eine Begebenheit, die sich in der Mennoniten Gemeinde, 
in Deutschland und in der Schweitz, 


von 1693 bis 1700 zugetragen hat (July 1, 1871) 


Following the 1871 Ministers’ meeting, Joseph Stuckey (1826-1902) 
compiled the first known published collection of letters dating from the Amish 
division (1693). Experiencing conflict in the church and perhaps anticipating 
the difficulties he himself would experience with the examining committee 
appointed by the ministers to examine the conditions in his and other 
congregations (Proceedings, 1871, 12-13; Proceedings, 1872, 6-10), Stuckey 
used the occasion of publishing these letters as a plea “to capture a lesson and 
a warning from the letters and not allow themselves to enter into such 
differences so easily.” The collection included the letter of confession in which 
Jacob Ammann stated “we have grievously erred.” 


AN INCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED IN THE MENNONITE CHURCH IN 
GERMANY AND IN SWITZERLAND FROM 1693 TO 1700. 


Elkhart, Indiana. Printed by John F. Funk and Brother, 1871 


Preface 


Several of the brothers have considered it worthwhile to make public and 
print the main points of the incident which occurred among the weaponless and 
nonresistant Christians in Germany and in Switzerland from 1693 to 1700, not, 
however, to renew these differences or to lay the blame on somebody, rather 
simply so that each one can see what has already happened and what the 
consequences were, perhaps someone can see himself reflected in the incident 
and say with the poet: 

“Oh happy is the man who can see himself mirrored in the damage of 
others.” 

We are people surrounded by weakness, but if we can see where others have 
erred then we can guard ourselves against such errors. Therefore it has been 
considered worthwhile to collect these old letters again in order to examine 
them since so many errors arose from the Jacob Ammann division in 1693 and 
have been preserved to this very day. Also it may contribute something to 
closer connections with each other and perhaps to heal this division which 
would of course be desirable. 

These old letters were carefully transcribed, which was also quite a bit of 
work since some were written according to the old language and a part were 
written very unclearly. But we did not spare any trouble or work on this 
account, rather took the time to grasp the true sense and understanding of the 
letters; and it is our desire that each person who reads this will do so with 
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compassion for the weakness of humans and recognize the poverty which is a 
part of us humans and not as an accusation against others or even against those 
- who did as here described, rather simply to capture a lesson and a warning from 
the letters and not allow themselves to enter into such differences so easily, 
rather as the Apostle Paul says, to pursue peace and holiness for peace is the 
bond of perfection which holds us together and where peace is, there is love, 
and love is everything in everything. With this may it be left to the reader to 
judge for himself. 


Written July 1, 1871 by Preacher Joseph Stucky, Danvers, Illinois. 


Translated by Nelson P. Springer. Four letters from the Amish division by 
Jakob Guth (1694), Christian Blank (1693), Gerhard Roosen (1697), and Uli 
Ammen (1698) were compiled and transcribed by Joseph Stuckey who published 
them as Eine Begebenheit die sich in der Mennonitengemeinde in Deutschland 
und in der Schwiez, von 1693 bis 1700 zugetragen hat (Elkhart, Indiana: John 
F. Funk und Brud., 1871). The above preface appeared also in the reprintings 
of 1883, 1906, and 1936. 


Document 16 
John F. Funk, “The Conference Minutes of the Omish 
Mennonite Church,” August 1871 


John F. Funk (1835-1930), the editor of the Herald of Truth and the Herold 
der Wahrheit, printed the Proceedings of the Ministers’ meetings in 1866-67 
and 1869-1878. He used the occasion of printing the 1871 Proceedings to 
evaluate the way that the Amish Mennonites kept minutes of their annual 
conferences and to give his call for a general conference of Mennonites 
throughout the United States and Canada. 


THE CONFERENCE MINUTES OF THE OMISH MENNONITE church 
for 1871 have been printed and sent to the different ministers by mail for 
distribution. We hope they have all been duly received. There are yet a few 
copies left and if any wish to get them, they will be sent by applying at this 
office. 

We think it is a very good plan for a conference to have its proceedings 
written out and published for the benefit of the churches. What say the brethren 
of our Old Mennonite church to this matter? Do you not think it would be a 
benefit if our conference proceedings should be thus preserved for the benefit of 
the church? In all our business transactions where the matter of dollars and 
cents is concerned, we are very careful to make a record of the matter, so that it 
be not forgotten, and why should we not do so in these matters of religion which 
we profess to esteem of so much greater importance? 


So we also believe that a general conference of the ministers and brethren, of 
the churches throughout the United States and Canada, would be a great benefit 
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to the church at large. Many of our ministers look with much favor and interest 
upon this matter. In this way we might become acquainted, and exchange 
words of Christian love and friendship, and this would perhaps bring us into 
closer union with each other, and might have a tendency to make us more of one 
mind, and to awaken a more earnest zeal for the cause of Christ. In such a 
conference our Omish brethren and Swiss brethren might also be invited and 
share with us in a common union of hearts in the great work of the Lord. What 
a blessing it might prove to the world if the nonresistant churches could only be 
brought into a closer union with one another, and labor more for the truth of the 
Gospel in its true light. We might then indeed see and feel something of the 
power of the prophecy wherein it is declared, that Christ “shall judge among the 
nations and shall rebuke many people; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks, nation shall not lift up the 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more,” and “the wolf also 
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the 
calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead 
them.” Brethren think of these things. 


This editorial by John F. Funk was taken from the Herald of Truth (August 
RZ: 


Document 17 
“Rules and Order of the Congregation,” Daviess County, Indiana, 
November 21, 1871 

In 1869 the Amish congregation in Daviess County, Indiana was organized 
by Jacob Graber (1821-1904), who had just moved there from Allen County, 
Indiana as reported in Mennonite History, 175. On November 21, 1871 the 
young congregation drew up these “Rules and Order of the Congregation.” 
Although this congregation developed as an Old Order church, Jacob Graber 
still attended the annual Ministers’ Meeting of 1872. He and his brother Peter 
Graber (1811-1896), an Old Order bishop in Allen County, Indiana, who also 
attended the 1872 meeting, were the last of the Old Order ministers to attend 
these meetings. 


1. Bundling is strictly forbidden. 

2. It is not permitted to go to elections or to hold government office. 

3. We are not permitted in the Gospel to use the power of government to 
protect ourselves. 

4. If a brother or sister commits a sin against another, the rule of Christ 
(Matthew 18) is to be used and followed. 

5. Those who are poor shall not undertake anything or incur any debts that 
they cannot carry out, except with the counsel of the congregation. 
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6. No brother or sister shall introduce or begin anything in the congregation 
that is not already there, without the counsel of the congregation. 

7. No member of the brotherhood shall lend money into the world without 
asking the congregation whether a member needs it. 

8. All money loaned to the poor of the congregation shall be loaned without 
interest. 

9. Concerning clothing we expect to hold to the rules and order of the 
Mennonites” and not go along with the world in fine array and pride, from one 
fashion to another, for the world will pass away with its lusts, as John says. 

10. The use of tobacco during the church service is not permitted. 

11. If holidays are observed, they shall not be observed for carnal pleasure 
but for the glory of God. 

12. If a brother or sister marries outside the church, according to God’s Word 
they cannot be received back into the congregation until he or she brings the 
spouse and both are received, or they separate from each other. 

13. It is not allowed to go to a show or fair, where the spirit of the world has 
dominion. 

This document, as translated by Elizabeth Horsch Bender is taken from the 
MHB 36 (Oct. 1975), 4, 6-7, with the consent of the Mennonite Historical 
Committee, with one minor deviation. In the above, Bender’s use of the word 
“brotherhood” has been replaced with “congregation.” Another translation of 
this document may be found in Daviess County Amish, 20-30. 


Document 18 
Joseph Joder, “The Glad Tidings,” 1869 


On May 22, 1872 “some verses were read to the assembly [Ministers’ 
meeting] from a poem by Jos. Yoder from McLean County, Ill., called the ‘Good 
News’” as recorded in the Proceedings, 1872, 21. According to his grandson, 
poet Joseph Joder (1797-1887) wrote “Die Frohe Botschaft” in German in 
1869 as an expression of his belief in love and universal salvation. See 
Olynthius Clark, “Joseph Joder, Schoolmaster-Farmer and Poet, 1797-1887,” 
Transactions of the Illinois State Historical Society (1929), 135-165 for a 
description of the life and poetry of Joseph Joder. 


26. This congregation used Mennonite, rather than Amish, to indicate its church affiliation, 
because some of its members, including its leader, Jacob Graber, originated from the Montbeliard 
congregation in Europe which commonly identified itself as Mennonite. 


Part II: Documents 283 
The Glad Tidings 


1. 
This is a faithful saying 
And worthy of all acceptance, 
That Jesus Christ came into the world 
To save sinners. 
I Tim[othy] 1:15, 2:4-6; I Joh[n] 2:1-2; Col[ossians] 1:15- 21. 


2 
Such teachings 
As we frequently hear 
Of eternal torment in hell 
Cannot possibly be the truth; 
They deny God’s goodness 
And make His spirit harsh. 

I Tim[othy] 1:3,4 


=f 
Men should recognize 
The omnipotence of God in His works. 
He does whatever pleases him; 
He who creates and guides all, 
Maintains and beautifies it, 
Also rules the world. 
Rom[ans] 1:19, 20, 21 


4. 
Even though men are sinners, 
They are nevertheless God’s children, 
Destined for glory. 
Jesus Christ is our salvation, 
Weare his heirs, body, and a part of him, 
Brought to God through him. 
Rom[ans] 3:23, 24 


= 

Sin itself must pass away 

And only God’s grace 

And justice remain. 

The Redeemer, Jesus Christ, 

Is the Savior of all men, 

And will remain so throughout eternity. 
Rom[ans] Chap[ter] 5: 20, 21 
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6. 

He teaches us through experience 

And through the revelation of God 

That God is all-loving. 

Indeed, you love your children 

Much less than God loves His, 

For you are a human being. 
Psalm145: 9 





I 

Now if pain and suffering 

Come to a child, in order to relieve them 

You assuage his pain. 

His desire for fish 

You do not satisfy with serpents, 

You do not give him a stone for bread. 
Mat[thew] 7; Luke 11:11 








8. | 
God’s love is infinitely better | 
and his loving kindness greater | 
Than yours, child of earth. | 
God gives us our bodies and our lives, | 
Would he later give us 
A scorpion for an egg? 
Malfachi] 12:13 





9. | 
He who has never broken His word 
Has promised you salvation, | 
And surely we believe Him. 
Therefore no one can snatch or steal 
My security and my inheritance 
From Him with his hand. | 
II Cor[inthians] 1:20; Eph[esians] 1:14 


10. 
The Gospel is therefore 
Glad tidings for us | 
Because it brings peace. | 
Therefore, too, the Lord of Heaven 
Sings joyously and jubilantly | 
To the Glory of the Most High. | 
. Luke 2:10-15 N 
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Be 

Jesus Christ, gentle and mild, 

Is the image of the Father, 

Is God with us on earth. 

He is the Way and the Door 

And works in us that we 

May become pleasing to Him. 
Matt[hew] 1: 21, 25; Joh[n] 14: 6 


12. 
He calls to all, Come unto me 
Ye who are heavy-laden here, 
I will refresh you. 
Take my yoke of humility upon you, 
Grow in love like me, 
Salvation shall delight you. 
Matt[hew] 11: 28, 29 


be 

God with His own word 

Has promised the Covenant of Grace 

In the New Testament. I Joh[n] 4:9. 

This covenant was sealed 

Through the death of Jesus Christ, and we 

To God are reconciled and by Him acknowledged. 
Heb[rews] 13:8; I Cor[inthians] 16. 


14. 
Jesus Christ, yesterday, today, 
Remains the same forever, 
He cannot be denied. 
He is at the same time God and man, 
He opens the Kingdom of Heaven to us, 
He wants us to be his children. 
Heb[rews] 13:8; I Cor[inthians] 16: 47, 48 


13. 
It is not at all reasonable [to believe] 
That in the future the torment of hell 
Should last forever. 
Only insanity can so delude us 
As to believe or hear 
What God’s word does not teach. 
Hosea 13:14; I Cor[inthians] 15: 25, 26 , 54, 55 
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16. 

[This idea] is pure fable, 

A heathen suggestion; 

Lack of understanding honors only 

The darkness in the corner; 

Sectarian presumption 

Builds up hatred and quarreling. 
Titus 1:14 


EI. 

Why will people not listen 

To the teachings of salvation 

Which God Himself gives us? 

Instead people prefer to sow the wind, 
And in the darkness remain blind, 
Deluded by vanity. 

Isaiah 25:6-9 


18 
Men built a tower of Babel 
Based upon a fable 
Conceived in heathen lands. 
God looks upon the tower, 
Confuses their tongues, | 
Makes their work useless. | 
Mark 7:2-8 





19. 
People do not wish to trust in God; 
Instead they build their own justification, | 
Strive to be saved through works. | 
They do not believe in God’s mercy 
And refuse to do it honor; 
Therefore theirs is a false pretence. 
Romans 10:2-5 








20. 

We have an example 

In the Pharisee in the Temple, 
Who, in his self-righteousness, 
Thought himself much better, | 
More righteous, holy, greater 
Than all other people. | 

























Daniel Roth (1833- 
1922), Tazewell County, 
Illinois who attended the 
1866, 1871, 1874, 1875 
and 1878 conferences 
pictured here with his 
grandaughter, Helen 
Leanna Roth Francis, 


ca. 1920. Source: Ruth C. Roth 


and Roy D. Roth, A Genealogical 
Study of the Nicolaus and Veronica 
(Zimmerman) Roth Family, 1834— 
1954 (Elkhart, IN: Ruth C. Roth, 
1955), 302, 














John Rupp (1824-1913), 
McLean County, Illinois 
attended the conference in 


187 1. Source: Ronald Ropp, 
Normal, IL. 
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Barn on the farm of the Christian and Mary (Gingery) 
Schantz in German Township, Fulton County, Ohio where the 


1870 conference was held. Source: Karen Ruth, Mennonites of Northwestern 
Ohio, 1834-1984 (1984), 57. 


Christian Schlegel (1819-1884), 
Livingston County, Illinois, 1842. He 
attended the conferences of 1866, 
1870-1876 and 1878 serving as 


assistant moderator in 1874. Source: 
MyrnaL. Park, Normal, IL. 








John P. Schmidt 
(1820-1904) and his 
wife Catherine, 
Livingston County, 
Illinois. John P. 
Schmidt attended the 
conferences in 1866, 
1870-1873, 1875 
and 1878. He served 
as a secretary in 
1871-1873 and 


1875. Source: Edwin J. 


Stalter, The Mennonites of 
Waldo, 1860-1960 (1960), 12. 








Barn on the farm of Samuel and Lydia (Schmucker) Schrock 
in Green Township, Wayne County, Ohio where the first 


conference in 1862 was held. Source: C. Henry Smith, Mennonites of 
America, Illinois ed. (Goshen, IN: by the author 1909), 240. 


Peter Short (1826-1904) who 
hosted the 1876 conference in 


Fulton County, Ohio. Source: Karen 


Ruth, Mennonites of Northwestern Ohio, 1834— 
1984 (1984), 57. 


















John Smiley (1822-1879), 
Wayne County, Ohio, 1858. 
Attended the conferences in 

1862, 1864-1866, 1868-1870, 

1873-1876 and 1878 serving as 


assıstant chairman ın 1875. 


Source:James O. Lehman, Creative 
Congregationalism: A History of the Oak 
Grove Mennonite Church in Wayne County, 
Ohio (Smithville, OH: Oak Grove Mennonite 
Church, 1978), 62 
























Jonathan P. Smucker (1838— 
1903), Starke and Elkhart 
Counties, Indiana, 1856. 
Attended the 1875 and 1878 


| 
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conferences. Source: Silas J. 
Smucker and Esther V. Smucker, 
Jonathan Smucker: Ancestors and 
Descendants (Goshen, IN: by the 
authors, 1976), 68. 
| 
| 
| 
7 


Isaac Smoker (1810-1893), 
Noble County, Indiana who 
attended the conferences in 
1862, 1864-1867, 1870 and 


l 872. Source: Silas J. Smucker and 


Esther V. Smucker, Jonathan Smucker: 
Ancestors and Descendants (Goshen, 
IN: by the authors, 1976), 64. 





Nobertus Sproal (1830-1901) and his wife Catherine 
Schrock (1828-1905) of Howard County, Indiana. He 
attended the conferences in 1871, 1872, 1875 and 1876. 


Source: Carolyn Nafziger, Minier, IL. 
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John Stahly (1827-1900) 
McLean County, Illinois with 
his wife Rose Marie Stahly 
(1833-1899) and their grandson 


Clarence Stahly, 1898. Source: 
Robert Ramseyer, Elkhart, IN. 








i Daniel Steinman (1830-1916) and his wife Catherine 
Birkey (1834-1874), Livingston County, Illinois, 1854. He 


attended the conferences of 1872, 1873, 1875 and 1878.. 
Source: Myrna L. Park, Normal, IL. 
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Joseph Stuckey (1826- 
1902), McLean County, 
Illinois, December 1901. He 
attended the conferences of 
1862-1867, 1871 and 1872 
and was the focus of the 
Stuckey division in 1872. 


Source: Illinois Mennonite Archives, 
Metamora, IL. 





Gideon Stoltzfus (1835- 
1913) and his wife 
Susanna Mast (1838- 
1918), Lancaster | 
County, Pennsylvania, 
1858. He attended the 


1868 conference. Source: 


Paton Yoder, Eine Würzel: 
Tennessee John Stoltzfus (Goshen, — 
IN: by the author, 1979), 28. | 














Peter Edward Stuckey 
ig (1844-1929), Tazewell 
County, Illinois, attended 
the conferences in 1871 


and 1872: ca. 1897. Source: H. 


Krehbiel, The History of the General 
Conference of the Mennonites of North 
Amercia (Canton, OH: by the author, 
1898), 359. 











Jacob Stucky (1824— 
1893), McPherson 
County, Kansas. Elder 
from Volhynia who 
immigrated to Kansas in 
1874 and attended the 


1875 conference. Source: 


Jacob M. and Anna J. (Graber) 
Goering, comp. The Rev. Jacob 
Stucky Family Record, 1824-1953 
(North Newton, KS: The Mennonite 
Press, 1954), frontispiece. 





Christian Sutter (1823- 
1899), Tazewell County, 
Illinois, ca. 1899. He hosted 


the 1875 conference. 
Source: Boynton Mennonite Church, 
Hopedale, IL. 








Barn on the farm of Christian and Barbara (Steinmann Augsburger) 
Sutter in Little Mackinaw Township, Tazewell County, Illinois where 
the 1875 conference was held, ca.1890. This barn was re-erected on the 
grounds of the Illinois Mennonite Historical and Genealogical Society 
in 1990. Source: Archives of the Mennonite Church, Goshen, IN. 











Jonas D. Troyer (1811- 
1897) of Elkhart and 
Marshall Counties, 
Indiana who attended the 
conferences of 1862, 
1864, 1866, 1867 and 


1872. Source: Linda 
Wojciechowski, Mishawaka, IN. 








Jacob “Schmidt” Unzicker (1808-1893) with his wife Marie Krehbiel 
(1814-1904) and their daughter Katie Unzicker (1848-1928) from 
Tazewell County, Illinois. He attended the conferences in 1862, 1864, 
1866, 1871 and 1872. Source: Illinois Mennonite Archives, Metamora, IL. 





Christian Warye (1832-1914) and 
his wife Elizabeth Troyer (1833-— 
1916) when they lived in Johnson 
County, Iowa. They lived in 
Lagrange County, Indiana when he 
attended the conferences in 1872, 


1873 and 1876. Source: Melvin Gingerich, 


Mennonites In Iowa (Kalona, IA: Mennonite 
Historical Society of Iowa, 1974). 


Christian Wyse (1852-1926) 
and his wife Magdalena 
Stutzman (1855-1927), Fulton 
County, Ohio. He served as a 


secretary for the conferences of 


1870 and 1876. Source: Karen Ruth, 


Mennonites of Northwestern Ohio, 1834-1984 
(1984), 58. 
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Elias Yoder (1821-1875), 
lay person from the Rock 
Creek congregation in 
Illinois who attended the 


1871 session. Source: Illinois 
Mennonite Archives, Metamora, IL. 


David Z. Yoder (1849-1929) 
and his wife Mary Ann Smiley 
(1850-1916), Wayne County, 
Ohio, 1903. He attended the 
1873 and 1876 conferences. 


Source: James O. Lehman, Creative 
Congregationsalism: A History of the Oak 
Grove Mennonite Church in Wayne County, 
Ohio (Smithville, OH: Oak Grove 
Mennonite Church, 1978), 99. 











Jemima Zook Yoder (1844-1930), second wife of John K. Yoder 
(1824-1906), in 1928 holding John Howard Yoder. John K. Yoder 
was an organizer of the conferences and attended the sessions in 
1862-1870, 1872-1875 and 1878 serving as chairman for the 1864, 
1868, 1874 and 1878 sessions and as an assistant in 1866 and 1870. 
He and his family also hosted the 1865 conference on their farm. 
Standing behind Jemima Yoder from left to right: Christian Z. Yoder 
who described the conferences of 1862, 1865 and 1873 in his 
diaries, Howard Yoder and John S. Yoder. 


Source: James O. Lehman, Creative Congregationsalism: A 
History of the Oak Grove Mennonite Church in Wayne County, 
Ohio (Smithville, OH: Oak Grove Mennonite Church, 1978), 52. 


Identified as John D. Yoder 
(1815-1895) who came to 
Logan County, Ohio in 1844 
and hosted the 1867 


conference on his farm. 


Source: Uncommon Threads: A 
Centennial History of the Bethel 
Mennonite Church (West Liberty, OH: 
Bethel Mennonite Church, 1990), 3. 
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Identified as Jonathan Yoder 
(1795-1869) by a great- 
grandson. He was the 
founder of the Rock Creek 
congregation in Illinois in 
1851 and explained the 
purpose of the conference at 
the first meeting in 1862. He 
attended the sessions of 
1862-1866 and 1868 
serving as the chairman in 
1862 and the assistant in 


1863. Source: Illinois Mennonite 
Archives, Metamora, IL. 


The five sons of John 
Yoder. It is thought 
that Bishop Joseph 
Yoder (1822-1908) of 
Lagrange County, 
Indiana and St. Joseph 
County, Michigan is 
the one on the lower 
right. Joseph Yoder 
attended the confer- 
ences in 1864-1866, 
1868, 1871-1873, 
1875 and 1878. Taken 
with his brothers on 
August 22, 1896 
following a family 


reunion. Source: Paton 
Yoder, Joseph Yoder: Amish 
Mennonite Bishop (Goshen, IN: 
1989), 23; 





Jacob Zehr (1825-1898) and his wife Elizabeth Ehresman 
(1830-1902), Woodford County, Illinois, 1897. He attended the 
conferences of 1866, 1871, 1872, 1875 and 1878. Source: Mennonite 


Historical Library, Goshen, Indiana. 


Rachel Zook (1837-1916), 
Israel Zook (1833-1919), and 
Phoebe Zook (1842-1917), 
children of Shem Zook (1798— 
1880). Rachel and Phoebe 
witnessed the proceedings on 
the 1863 conference from the 
hayloft of the Christian B. 


Peachey barn. Source: John E. Sharp, 
Goshen, IN. 
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21. 
Considering himself truly pious, 
He despises the publican 
As godless and insane; 
But although the Pharisee had come to pray 
With a devout air, 
Nevertheless he was accursed. 
Matt[hew] 18:9-15 


22. 

But now, you fable writers, 

Hear the verdict that the Judge 

Of [all] hearts Himself pronounces: 
The publican’s humble praying 

Is completely in high esteem, 

And God does not reject him. 


23; 

God is willing to hear the prayer 
And to grant the request 

Of him who trusts in God alone. 

Like Aaron, the Pharisee 

Makes golden calves for himself, 
Because he counts on his works. 


24. 

And here it is wise to note 

That justification by works 

Does not belong to Christianity. 
Rather those are the idols 

That people set up for themselves, 
An iniquitous possession. 


25. 
He who knows Jesus Christ 
And calls himself his disciple, 
Will be recognized by the fact 
That he loves his neighbor, and 
Practices love in humility, 
With heart and lips and hand. 
John 13:34-35 


26. 

Love flows forth from God 

And works its way into the whole of creation, 
Makes everything like unto itself, 
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Until the whole earth 
Shall become one universe, 
A Heavenly Kingdom of Peace. 
I Joh[n] 4:8; I Cor[inthians] 15:28 


This translation of “Die Frohe Botschaft” is the work of Jennie A. Whitten, 
Normal, Illinois in 1969 and is used by permission from Steven R. Estes, A 
Goodly Heritage; A History of the North Danvers Mennonite Church, 296-300. 
This volume also contains a transcription of the German original on pp. 291- 
295. A photocopy of a German manuscript copy, possibly in Joder’s own hand, 
is in the Edwin O. Ropp Papers, IMA.. 


Document 19 
John K. Yoder, “A Visit to the Western Churches,” 1872 


In September and October, 1872 John K. Yoder (1824-1906), John N. Yoder 
(1825-1906), and John P. King (1827-1887) visited many of the Amish 
Mennonite churches in Illinois and Iowa because of the difficulties with Joseph 
Stuckey (1826-1902) over Joseph Joder’s poetry and other issues. 


John K. Yoder’s account of this trip seems to be a rough draft of what might 
have become an article for the Herald of Truth. Perhaps Yoder decided not to 
submit a report of his trip because his friend John P. King had published his 
account of the trip, which appears as Document 20 in this volume. Christian 
Ropp (1812-1896), who was likely the Amish bishop who had called the 
committee to Illinois, gave his perspective on this trip in Proceedings, 1873, 25- 
2 


A Visit to the Western Churches 
by J. K. Yoder 
[Leaving home on] Sept. 26, 1872 


I left home in company with John Yoder from Mifflin Co., Pa. for Ill. Met J. 
P. King at forest arrived at Chenoa in the morning of the 28th had Preaching the 
same day and on 29th at same place, on the 30th drove 26 miles to Brother C. 
Roop’s in McClane [McLean] Co. had preaching at Roop’s house Oct. Ist on 
the 2nd Preaching at Brother C. Zares [Zehr’s] Tazville [Tazewell] Co. 13 
miles from former place, the same day drove 20 miles to Woodford Co had 
Preaching same evening, and on 3rd at Brother Peter Kennels, and drove 12 
miles to Black Parttridge had preaching same evening at A Brothers house by 
the name of Kennel who was confined to his bead by a hurt in the spine, on the 
4th the congregation assembled in the Meeting house. Preaching in the 
forenoon and council in afternoon. D. Goldsmith was excommunicated,”’ drove 


31. Daniel Goldsmith (born ca.1844), the nephew of Elder Joseph Goldsmith (1796-1876), grew 
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8 miles same evening, to Br. Slagles and on Sth meeting in Washington 
meetinghouse Tazville Co visited a sick Sister who had followed her husband to 
the grave 8 weeks before our visit, talked with her of that home which is 
prepared for all those that Love our Lord Jesus Christ and follow his 
commandments, and commended her unto the hand of him in whose keeping we 
all are, and drove 16 miles to Brother Joseph Roop’s. 6th Preaching at Brother 
John Burky’s and drove 8 miles to Brother Andrew Roop’s had preaching same 
evening, on 7th at same place, drove 20 miles to Brother C. Nafzinger had 
preaching same evening, 8th preaching at Brother J. Nafzinger 2 miles from 
former place in the forenoon and afternoon, and evening, on 9th drove 25 
miles to McClane Co 10th Preaching in J. Stuckeys meetinghouse, and drove 
35 miles same evening to Brother C Slagles, at Chenoe on the 11th preaching 
at Chenoe meetinghouse in the afternoon 12th at the same place 13 catacumes 
taken into Church by Baptism, same evening at Valentine Eichstein, 13th 
Sacrament 13 ministers present on the occasion and same evening at Brother 
Slagles house, 14th went from Chenoe to Buroe Co Ill met at A Brothers house 
had preaching forenoon and afternoon 16th preaching at J. Nafzingers in 
forenoon and council meeting in afternoon and drove 9 miles to Brother Joseph 
Burky’s 17th Left J. Burkey’s for Johnson Co Iowa arrived there same day and 
had preaching same evening at Brother J. P. Millers, 18th preaching at Moses 
P. Miller’s, in forenoon and afternoon, in Washington Co 20th had preaching in 
Benjamin Eichers meetinghouse and 21st Brother J. Slagles Henry Co 3 miles 
from former place and same evening at Martin Eichers house Washington 
County, 22nd Left in morning for Davis Co. arrived there same evening 24th 
left Davis Co for home arrived home on the 25th found the Family all well, for 
which we all felt thankful to Giver of all good and perfect gifts. 


in all 33 meetings and 2 council meetings 


John K. Yoder’s manuscript, recounting this trip, may be found in the C. Z. 
Yoder Collection, AMC. 


up in Washington Township, Tazewell County, Illinois and was a member of the Partridge Creek 
congregation (now the Metamora Mennonite Church) from which he was excommunicated on 
October 4, 1872. Goldsmith had been indicted for the murder of Christian Schertz (1843-1871), 
another member of the Partridge Creek congregation, who was killed on December 3, 1871 by a 
bullet that struck him in the chest through a window while he was rocking his two infant sons to 
sleep in a cradle, and was discussing the book of Revelation with his mother-in-law. Goldsmith had 
lived with the Schertz family until a few days before the killing when he left because of 
disagreements with Christian Schertz. Goldsmith was tried in Woodford County and found “Not 
Guilty” on April 20, 1872. The Metamora, Illinois community was angered by this verdict and there 
were threats of a lynching. For a detailed account of this event see Steven R. Estes, Living Stones: A 
History of the Metamora Mennonite Church (Metamora, Ill.: Metamora Mennonite Church, 1984), 
182-184. Amish Genealogies, 98 shows that Daniel Goldsmith’s father Benjamin Goldsmith (b. 
1800) was a brother to Joseph Goldsmith (1796-1876). 
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Document 20 
John P. King, “A Visit to Illinois” 
December 1872 


In John P. King, “A Visit to Illinois,” this Logan County, Ohio bishop told of 
his trip to Illinois and Iowa with John K. Yoder (1824-1906) and John N. Yoder 
(1825-1906). His account pinpoints the date of the Stuckey division described 
in Proceedings, 1873, 25-27 as October 10, 1872. 

The accounts of both John P. King (1827-1887) and John K. Yoder make it 
clear that the committee visited nearly every Amish congregation in central 
Illinois that became Amish Mennonite. Apparently in their visits prior to 
October 10 they were seeking to discern and solidify the position of the 
churches concerning Joseph Stuckey (1826-1902) and after October 10 they 
were reporting their action to the congregations. In Iowa it appears that they 
were trying to win over those who were sympathetic to Stuckey in Davis and 
Henry counties, as well as reporting to the congregations in Johnson and Henry 
counties, who were largely unsympathetic to Stuckey. 


A VISIT TO ILLINOIS 

Upon the urgent request of the brethren in Illinois to visit them, I took the 
cars at West Liberty, Ohio, the 26th of September, and at Forrest I met my 
traveling companions, John K. Yoder, of Ohio, and John Yoder, of Pa. On 
Saturday the 28th, at 2, A. M. we arrived at Chenoa, Livingston Co., Illinois, 
and went home with Pre. Christian Schlegel. We attended a number of 
meetings in the following places; In the meeting-house here, on Saturday and 
Sunday, both of which were well attended with anxious hearers. 


On Monday 30th, we went to McLean county, and Oct. Ist held a meeting at 
Christian Rupp’s; Oct. 2nd, in Tazewell county, at Christian Zehr’s, and also in 
the evening. Oct. 3rd at Peter Kennel’s in Woodford county; on the 4th in the 
Black Partridge Meeting-house, Tazewell county. After meeting, Bro. J. K. 
Yoder and I visited a sick sister. 


Oct 6th, meeting at John Berkey’s, and in the evening at Andrew Rupp’s. 
On the 7th at the same place, and in the evening at Christian Nafziger’s. The 
8th at the house of John Nafziger we held three meetings, morning, afternoon, 
and evening. 


The 9th we returned to McLean county, a distance of 25 miles; 10th had 
services at Stuckey’s new Meeting-house, and the same day C. Schlegel took us 
to Livingston Co., distance 35 miles. Bro. Schlegel and wife, and also many 
other brethren and sisters accompanied us from place to place, and until our 
return to where we started we traveled two hundred miles. 


The 11th and 12th we held services in the Livingston county Meeting-house, 
where eighteen precious, young souls were received into the church by baptism. 
Oh, what joy those beloved youth will see in thus drawing near to God and 
laboring for his cause, so that their names may be written in heaven! That the 
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Almighty God may help them manfully to contend against sin, the Devil, death 
and hell, that in the end they may be victorious, is my prayer and heartfelt 
desire. 


On the evening of the 12th we had services at the house of Pre. Peter 
Eigstein,® who on account of protracted illness was unable to attend our 
meetings. May the Lord stand by him and give him strength. On the 13th the 
Lord’s Supper was celebrated, of which a great number participated. Oh, how I 
was made glad in my heart, and with Peter, to say, “It is good to be here.” In 
the evening services were again held at Bro. Schlegel’s, where a large and 
attentive audience were present. 


The 14th we took leave of the brethren, which caused sadness at parting with 
such warmhearted friends. Accompanied by Brothers Schlegel, Andrew and 
Christian Rupp [sic], Jos. Berkey, Joseph Gasho, John P. Schmidtt, and Jacob 
Rupp, we went to Bureau co., distant about sixty miles. The 15th we held 
services twice at the house of Christian Albrecht; the 16th at Jos. Berky’s, in the 
afternoon we sought to settle a difficulty. 


The 17th we bade farewell here, and were accompanied by Andrew and 
Jacob Rupp, and C. Schlegel, to Iowa City, Iowa, where we met Pre. 
Hershberger, who conveyed us to the beloved brother and Bishop, Abner Yoder 
in Johnson county, Iowa. In the evening had services at Bro. Joseph P. Miller’s; 
next day held two meetings at Bro. Moses P. Miller’s. The 19th we went to 
Henry county, accompanied by Abner Yoder, Paul Hershberger, and the aged 
brother, Peter Miller. The 20th services in B. Eicher’s church; 21st in 
Schlegel’s church; and in the evening at Martin Eicher’s. 


The 22nd in company with C. Schlegel, A. and Jacob Rupp, we went to 
Davis county, on the border of Missouri, where on the 23rd we had meeting in 
Bishop Rulet’s Meeting-house. Here we met the aged brother, John Plank, who 
is well. 


The 24th we parted with our beloved companions, with their wishes for the 
blessings of God, and took the train at Pulaski homeward bound, with the hope 
that God would preserve us, and on the 25th we arrived safely at home, thanks 
be to God, and found all well. 


We were now at home, and as servants, we were much rejoiced, not alone 
because we returned safely, but because we felt that we had endeavored to 
discharge our duty. The command of the Lord to us is, “Go therefore and 
teach” and that [to] all nations; therefore we must not wait until we are called, 
or until the spring or harvest labor is performed, as is too frequently the case at 
the present day. Oh, who can be disobedient to the words of Jesus, and yet 
expect to enter into his kingdom? 

During our journey we attended thirty three meetings, all of which were well 
attended and good order observed. It is the prayer of your servants that the Lord 
will bestow upon you his richest blessings, both in time and in eternity, for the 


32. Actually Valentine Augstein (1821-1872). His last illness is described in his obituary by John 
P. Schmitt, “Valentine Augstein,” HoT (Dec. 1872), 190. 
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love and kindness which you manifested unto us whist among you. Let us pray 
for one another, and not be forgetful of what God has done for us. 

It affords us a great deal of pleasure to have formed such an agreeable 
acquaintance with the worthy young brother and co-laborer, John Gascho, of 
Canada, whom we met in Illinois, whither he had gone to visit his friends. He 
traveled with us, and assisted to labor for Jesus. May the Lord bless him. May 
we be able to say with Paul, “Therefore, seeing we have this ministry, as we 
have received mercy, we faint not.” 

Written in love. Pray for me. I commend you to the care of Almighty God. 

John P. King 

John P. King’s “A Visit to Illinois” was taken from the Herald of Truth, 
(December 1872), 188-189. 


Document 21 
Benjamin Eicher, “A Visit to Illinois,” December 1872 


Benjamin Eicher (1832-1893), bishop in Iowa, was a good friend of Joseph 
Stuckey (1826-1902), who had ordained him as a bishop in 1866. Eicher had 
come to Illinois to participate in the dedication of the new North Danvers 
meetinghouse on September 26, 1872. He gave his perspective on a segment of 
the visit of “the brethren from the East” in Benj. Eicher, “A Visit to Illinois.” 
He adds the information that he and Stuckey had attended at least two of the 
meetings, those held on October 2 and on October 6, which “the brethren from 
the East” conducted prior to October 10, 1872. 


A JOURNEY TO ILLINOIS 


On the 27th of September, I took the cars at Mount Pleasant to go to 
Danvers, Ill; but as it was a fast train, which did not stop at Danvers, I had to 
stop all night at Pekin, where I arrived about two o’clock in the night, and found 
good accommodation at the American Hotel. Here I slept undisturbedly until 
six o’clock in the morning, when I was awakened by a cry in an adjoining room, 
“Oh, Johnnie! Johnnie! Oh, Johnnie!” Upon inquiry I found that a young man 
who had in the evening gone to bed in apparent good health, had been found 
dead in the bed by his sister who worked at the hotel. As the coroner’s inquest 
did not take place until after I left, I was not able to learn the cause of his death. 
But it is again a powerful reminder of how uncertain our earthly existence is, 
how rapidly we are passing away, and how earnestly we should be engaged in 
preparing to meet our God. 

In Danvers I was received by Br. Hudler, who was waiting my arrival at the 
Depot, and went home with him, where I met Bro. Christian Imhoff, who 
brought me the same evening to Pre. Joseph Stuckey’s, where I had the pleasure 
of meeting Bro. Joseph Augspurger, Sr., from Trenton, Ohio. If it affords us 
here already so much pleasure to meet our dear brethren and sisters from time to 
time, how much greater will be our pleasure when we, in the home of the 
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blessed, in eternity, shall meet with those who love the Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity. 

On Sunday the 29th the large new meeting-house was dedicated to the 
worship of God and though the weather was very unfavorable, on account of the 
rain on Saturday, which also continued on Sunday, the house was filled with 
attentive and devout hearers, who gave a perceptible testimony that the temple 
and dwelling place of the living God is not composed of wood and stone, but of 
true believers in Jesus Christ. In the forenoon the services were held in the 
German language from Hebrews 3:1-7 and in the afternoon in English from 
Haggai 2:7-10. O may God preserve the love, zeal and earnestness which 
manifested itself among those assembled and increase the living stones in his 
temple. 

On Monday we visited several families among whom also was Elias Yoder, 
who was confined to his bed by a severe fever, and though he could not enjoy 
the privileges of attending the meeting, with us, he yielded himself submissively 
to the will of God. On Tuesday I visited, in company with Bro. Asa Yoder, the 
Illinois State Normal University, near Bloomington, and it was encouraging to 
see that not only the intellectual education of the students, (of which about 600 
are there in attendance) was cared for but that both professors and students 
united around the throne of grace, and by singing, prayer and reading the word 
of God commended themselves into the care of the Most High. 

On the same evening, as well as on Thursday evening we had meeting in the 
meeting-house, and they were as well attended as on Sunday. On Wednesday 
the 2nd of October we attended the meeting where the brethren John Yoder, of 
Pennsylvania, John P. King, and J. K. Yoder of Ohio conducted the services. 
They were on a visit to the churches in Illinois and Iowa. 

Besides making many pleasant visits with the brethren and sisters, conducted 
by the brethren, Joseph Stuckey and Joseph Augspurger, we attended another 
meeting in the meeting-house near Washington, where the brethren from the 
East again preached. On Sunday we had there another meeting, and after an 
affecting separation from the dear brethren and sisters, who manifested so much 
love and kindness towards us, I started for home on Monday, and found my 
family, thanks be to God, all well and safe. 

Benj. Eicher. 

Marshall, Iowa. 


Eicher’s “Visit to Illinois” was taken from the Herald of Truth (December 
1872), 189-190. 


Document 22 
Newspaper Account Published in the Mount Pleasant, Iowa Free Press, 
May 28, 1874 


Benjamin Eicher (1832-1893) was not listed in the register of ministers 
attending the 1874 meeting, and no formal action was taken by the assembled 
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ministers concerning him. For an account of Eicher’s encounter with Bishop 
John K. Yoder (1824-1906) at this conference see note 6 to the Proceedings, 
1874. 

Marshall, May 24, 1874 


Editors Free Press: I’ve been to Sunday School to-day and to a German 
conference meeting. The Mennonites have been holding a sort of minister’s 
conference at the residence of Mr. Conrad of Washington County. There have 
been upwards of twenty preachers in attendance; there were five or six sermons 
today preached in Mr. Conrad’s barn. And such a crowd of Germans, more 
than a thousand I should think, the men plainly dressed, many of the wealthy in 
home made jeans and coarse muslin shirts; the women in plainly made dresses 
with no trails or bustles or hoops or polonaises or any of the fanciful rigging 
which would surely characterize a crowd of American women; their tidy white 
caps on old and young of the females were very tasty. There seemed to be none 
of those wasp-waists so often seen among American girls. They seem fitted to 
be the mothers of a sturdy race. Moderate enterprise and patient endurance are 
characteristic of these people. I cannot give you an exact idea of their faith, but 
I think the Amish branch of the Mennonite church are non-resistant, something 
after the style of the Quakers. Most of them are wonderfully conservative, 
clinging closely to the manners and traditions of their ancestors, and to no one 
thing do they cling with more fidelity than to that custom which ordains that 
men shall wear hooks and eyes on their coats and vests and utterly discard 
buttons. This custom is an old one. It dates so far back as the middle of the 
16th century. In fact at that date all of the populace of the Canton of Berne in 
Switzerland, Protestants, Catholics, and unbelievers wore hooks and eyes. This 
not through any prejudice in favor of hooks and eyes but more that buttons had 
not been introduced. The common intermingling of one district or canton was 
not known. Society was not so frequently stirred up by the introduction of new 
elements then as now. But it came to pass that the Mennonites were banished 
from their homes on account of their religious convictions. They found a safe 
shelter and a secure retreat in that terribly devastated—formerly French now 
German—province of Alsace. It was found by the proprietors of the soil that 
none more trusty, more honest, more persevering or more industrious were to be 
found than among the exiled Mennonites. And all the Mennonites coming from 
Berne wore hooks and eyes, hence the hooks and eyes came to be looked upon 
as a sign of honesty and integrity by the Alsatians, and as a sign of mutual 
recognition by the Mennonites. The tradition and its observance are fast losing 
hold on the minds of the members of the church. Most of the younger members 
ordinarily wear buttons and only wear hooks and eyes in conformity with the 
desires of the older members of the church. Most of the ministers insist upon 
the old style, but some even of the ministers deeming it no longer a necessary 
custom have departed from the old way. One of the most prominent ones who 
has rebelled against the old custom is Mr. Benjamin Eicher, a gentleman well 
known in this section of Henry County, and to whom I am indebted for most of 
the facts above. Mr. Eicher was at the conference today with buttons on his coat 
and vest. It is generally expected that he and the members of his church that 
will not conform to the general rule will be banished from the church. Mr. E. is 
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a man of broad and liberal views, is well versed in the history of his church, is 
able and willing to inculcate his own views, and is I believe not only willing but 
anxious that his church should keep up with that spirit of improvement which so 
strongly characterizes this present age. I had the pleasure of listening to two 
sermons this p. m., one by Rev. Joseph Berge of Illinois, the other by John K. 
Yoder from, if I remember rightly, Pennsylvania. Could not understand a word, 
but Mr. Yoder seemed to me to be an eloquent man. The conference lasts until 
Thursday or Friday of this week. Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Iowa are represented. 


This report was reprinted in Melvin Gingerich, “Amish Ministers’ meeting, 
1874,” MHB (Dec. 1942), I, 4, the source for this document. 


Document 23 
“The Mennonites” 
The Delavan Times, May 22, 1875 


A reporter attended the 1875 Ministers’ meeting on May 16, 1875 and filed a 
report in a local paper. This report provides a glimpse of the arrangements 


needed for the hosting of such meetings as well as an outsider’s view of the 
Amish. 


THE MENNONITES 


The Omish or Amish branch of this sect held an annual convention in [a] 
large barn two miles east of Hopedale this week. Learning the convention was 
to commence Sunday last, a Times reporter on that day visited the scene to 
learn, if possible, some of the characteristics of this peculiar people. 

Arriving at the farm of Chris Zuter [Sutter], he found assembled at least one 
thousand people, and the meeting in progress. The house of worship was a 
mammoth red barn, with a speaker’s stand erected near the center. Plank seats 
occupied the main floor, and also the lofts to either side—all of which were 
occupied by worshipers and spectators. 

The men sat principally by themselves, and the ladies also sat alone. The 
members of the church dressed alike, wearing the same style of garments worn 
during the 17th century. 

A peculiarity in their dress, that of fastening their clothes with hooks and 
eyes, has given the sect the name of “Hook and Eye Ommish.” 

The men shave the upper lip, but not the chin, and cut their hair in front, but 
wear it long behind. Their salutation varies somewhat from the American 
method, as the men invariably kiss each other and shake hands with the women. 
The service was spoken in German, and our reporter, not being versed in that 
language cannot give a very interesting report of what was said. He was 
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informed, however, that the speakers were farmers and not ministers, as the 
latter were very rare. 

Being an agricultural people they prefer a plain address from one of their 
own members to a classical discourse from a priest. Nearly each speaker would 
close his remarks with prayer, when all the congregation would kneel. A hymn 
would be sung, and another speaker occupy the stand. 


At noon a long table was spread and everybody invited to partake of 
refreshments, which consisted of homemade bread, some kind of sauce, and 
water. 

Our reporter learned that delegates were in attendance from every state and 
territory of the Union, from Canada and Russia. There are about 1800 Omish in 
Tazewell County and 150,000 [sic] in the United States. 


The Mennonites are a sect of Anabaptists, founded by Menno in 1536. In 
1630 and 1649 conferences of the Anabaptists in Germany, Flanders and 
Priestland [Friesland] were held at Amsterdam, where the rigorous laws of their 
founders were mitigated. 


Persecuted in Europe since their foundation till the beginning of the present 
century, they were obligated to fly from one country to another, and many of 
them, on the invitation of Wm. Penn, transported themselves and families to 
Pennsylvania as early as 1683. 


Their religious views were at an early date, and since, misrepresented, and no 
small degree of prejudice was excited against them. To allay such prejudice 
they had the Christian Confession of Faith, etc., containing the chief doctrines 
held by them, translated into English and printed in Philadelphia in 1897 [sic]. 

The first split from the old body occurred in 1811, when a number believing 
the main body to have fallen off from the original faith, seceded and established 
the Reformed Mennonite Society. 


The most rigid branch is the one convened this week which was founded by 
Jacob Amen, who was a Mennonite preacher in Switzerland in the 17th century. 
This is, we believe, the only branch that rigidly rejects the modern styles of 
dress. Their doctrines and usages are generally alike those of the other Baptists, 
the chief difference consisting in their being formally averse to oath, to war, and 
to capital punishment, and in their method of administering baptism—not by 
immersion but by sprinkling. They observe the ordinance of feet-washing, and 
forbid their members to be married to any except believers. 


Politically they are a model people, industrious, kind, intelligent and honest. 


Their convention lasted four days. They always hold their meetings in the 
country, preferring a large barn to a city edifice. 


This report appeared under the heading, “The Mennonites” in The Delavan 
Times (May 22, 1875), 3. It has been reprinted in the Tazewell County 
Genealogical Newsletter 5 (April 1983), 42-43, and in Sandra Denman, 
“Sandra’s Scrapbook: Delavan Times 1875 Issue Reported Mennonite 
Meeting,” The Delavan Times (August 23, 1989), 7. 
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Document 24 
“The Amish in Conference,” 
Religious Intelligence, 1878 


“The Amish in Conference” is an anonymous account of the 1878 Ministers’ 
meeting held near Eureka, Illinois, written in longhand in a nine-page 
manuscript. It was apparently written for the Religious Intelligence and seems 
to be based on interviews with John K. Yoder (1824-1906) and “an Amishman 
who is now more than eighty years old,” obviously Joseph Joder. It is unknown 
whether it was copied from such a periodical, or if it is a manuscript that was 
never published. 


The name Amish or Omish quite frequently appears in the press of the 
country; but few who see it know much about it, except that it belongs to a 
religious body of German origin, whose members wear hooks on their clothes, 
instead of buttons, and, hence, are often called “Hookers.” The Amish, who 
number only about ten thousand in the United States and Canada, meet annually 
in Conference, which is their most important ecclesiastical event. They are A 
branch of the Mennonites, originating in Germany, and derive their name from 
Jacob Amen, a rigid Mennonite preacher of the seventeenth century, though it 
was first applied to them in this country. The Amish adhere to the Mennonite 
Confession of Faith and differ but little from the regular ip. 2) Mennonites. The 
Amish Conference this year was held in or near Eureka, Ill., in June. On the 
first day some 400 or 500 People met together in a Chapel which is four miles 
from any town, or, rather in a large shed, for the church proper was occupied by 
women and babies. As there are many Amish families in the surrounding 
country, the delegates from a distance were taken to and from the place of 
meeting morning and night by the farmers who became there [sic] hosts. This 
was their Sixteenth Annual Conference and it continued in session four days. 
Notwithstanding the unfavorable weather and the almost impassable roads, the 
attendance was good. The meeting-house being too small to accommodate the 
people, a huge shed, covered with fencing boards, was erected at one side, and 
in the center of this a platform, occupied by the preachers and a few of the elder 
and elect ladies. The listeners were carefully p. 3) separated. The women and 
girls, with heads covered by tidy black silk caps or stiffly starched sunbonnets 
(none wear hats) meekly and modestly looked up to the preacher from the rough 
board seats on one side of the platform. While the men and boys with coats and 
vests fastened with hooks and eyes, occupied the seats on the other side and 
with honest and attentive faces gave heed to the spoken word. There were forty 
two delegates present—four from Ohio, two from Indiana, two from Iowa, and 
one each from Pennsylvania and Nebraska. Canada was not represented. 
Illinois had thirty-two. The character of the meeting was chiefly devotional. 
The body seems to lack a fixed polity, and, aside from the appointment of a few 
committees to investigate cases of alleged Violation of customs or doctrines, the 
chief business was in the direction of system in their polity. To illustrate, it has 
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been customary for petty differences in single churches to find their way into 
the Annual jp. 4; Conference, and to be cast upon it in such an informal and 
unbusiness-like manner as to create not a little trouble. Last year they did not 
hold an Annual Conference. They abandoned it, rather than have a wrangle. 
The first business this year was to erect barriers against this nuisance. The 
Conference decided that casses [cases] can only be admitted which cannot be 
settled by the church where they originate, or by a conference board composed 
of representatives of several neighboring churches. Cases which cannot be 
settled in either of these tribunals can in a formal way be admitted to this highest 
tribunal, the Annual Conference. Elder J. K. Yoder of Ohio, was made 
chairman of the Conference, and presided all the time, in both business and 
devotional meetings. The preachers, as has been stated, occupied the platform, 
and were called out by him to address the people. The addresses were in 
German, and usually were from fifteen to twenty minutes in length. They were 
largely hortatory in their character, calling the people to practical, godliness and 
simplicity in dress. {p.s) These preachers are not men of learning; but are farmers 
and mechanics, called to their office by the people. And this is the manner in 
which they are called: When the elder discovers that the flock or congregation is 
in need of a preacher, he advises them to give special attention to prayer on that 
subject, in order that they may not only be free from prejudice and partisan 
feeling, but also enlightened and directed by the Holy Spirit. Thus prepared, 
three men are appointed to take their places in a room, into which the members 
of the congregation come one by one and cast their votes, while one of these 
men takes the names of the voters and persons voted for. The votes all in, the 
persons receiving the greatest number by two or three is declared elected. If 
there should be a tie or within one of a tie, these persons cast lots before the 
congregation, and thus decide or let the Lord decide. The preachers receives 
[sic] no specified salary. Some of the younger and more Americanized 
members are beginning to favor salary; but the older ones do not. The expenses 
of delegates are always paid, and in all cases where a preacher is forced for the 
ip. 6) Sake of his people to neglect his farm he is paid for his time. A young 
preacher, when asked why he wore hooks and eyes, replied: “For the sake of the 
old people of my congregation. I never wore them until I began to preach.” 
Elder Yoder described them as simply “badges.” The New Amish do not wear 
hooks and eyes. This is the greatest difference between the bodies, the doctrinal 
differences being insignificant. When the meeting broke up, the brethren all 
saluted one an other with the holy kiss. They regard the “kiss” as an ordinance 
of equal importance to the Lord’s Supper, baptism, and feetwashing. The 
Lord’s Supper is administered twice a year, in the spring and in the fall; and it is 
on these occasions that the ceremony of feetwashing is observed. In civil affairs 
they take no part, abstaining from voting at elections, except occasionally for 
such an officer as school director. They are noncombatants. They will 
excommunicate a habitual drunkard, a brewer, or a dealer in liquor, but do not 
enforce total abstinence. They have no denominational schools and no pp. 7] 
church paper, depending on the public schools for education for their children 
and on the Mennonites for their literature. They are not opposed to education. 
An educated man would not be excluded from the ministry if he were in accord 
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with them in usage and doctrine. As to the practical life of the Amish, their 
neighbors speak highly of them. For honesty and industry, runs the verdict, 
they will average higher than any other class of religionists in the West, and one 
will hear of the strictness of their adherence to truth before their faithfulness in 
observing the ordinance of feet washing. For one of them to violate his word or 
fail to pay his debts would cause more surprise than if he were to leave off 
wearing the badge of his religion, hooks and eyes. Tradesmen are never afraid 
to trust to their promise to pay. If one of them meets with misfortune, so he 
cannot pay his debts, the church does it for him; and if he can and will not, he 
cannot be longer a member—he is excluded. They always advise a member to 
consult the Church before embarking in any new enterprise; and if the Church 
approves, it will see him out of trouble if his enterprise [p. sı fails. They always 
have a care for their poor and never allow them to be sent to the almshouse. In 
a town in Illinois a bank went down, some time ago, carrying with it the price of 
an Amishman’s farm, which he had just sold, preparatory to going West. His 
church did not let him stop; but placed money in his hands, so that he could 
carry out his plans. In church discipline the Amish are very rigid on triflings 
questions [sic]. This often results in the expulsion from the church of very good 
men. Sometimes the leaders do not agree, and then there is much trouble. The 
three men who are pillars in the church (J. K. Yoder and J. P. King of Ohio, and 
Samuel Yoder of Penn) disagreed last year, and thus prevented the meeting of 
the Conference. These disagreements too often result in parties [factions]|—a 
class sustaining each leader. In Pennsylvania there have been, if not now, three 
parties. One party has meeting houses, another worships in private houses, and 
another is distinguished cheifly [sic] by the fact that it will not patronize the 
public schools; but has select schools, and prescribes what shall be taught and 
how it shall be taught. An Amishman who is now more than eighty years old,” 
says this select school party refused for years to allow the children to observe 
the punctuation marks in reading. This old man was excluded from the 
conference on account [p. 9} of his liberal sentiments. Though he never attended 
school but little, he has a very fair education, and surprises those who converse 
with him by his knowledge of Greek and Latin. He even desires to study 
Hebrew at this late day in life, but has no teacher. The leading missionary or 
evangelist of the Church is elder J. K. Yoder. He regards the Amish as 
ageressive, and says they hope not only to hold the ground they now have, but 
also to extend their conquests among the German and even among the English 
speaking population. He does not hope to do this by controversy; but by the 
power of simple truth, clearly stated and fully exemplified in actual life. 


This manuscript was found in the family Bible of Christian Stuckey (1831- 
1885), younger brother of Joseph Stuckey (1828-1902), now in the IMA. 


33. This is a reference to Joseph Joder (1797-1887) who would find a teacher in a local 
schoolteacher named Josephine Giddings and study Hebrew in the winter of 1879-1880.—Clark, 
“Joseph Joder,” 140-41. 
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Document 25 
“A General Conference,” 
by “Constant Reader,” 1899 


This evaluation of the Ministers’ meetings of 1862-1878, reflects on the 
defunct Diener Versammlungen in the light of the establishment of the 
Mennonite General Conference in 1897. The writer says he was disappointed 
in the way the Ministers’ meetings developed and expressed his hope that the 
new Mennonite General Conference would not follow a similar course. 


“Constant Reader” gave one clue as to his identity when he wrote that when 
“in 1862 our Amish Mennonite brethren held their first General Conference, 
your humble servant, who was then a young man of twenty-four years, was an 
enthusiastic friend of the General Conference.” This hint, added to the quality 
and tenor of the writing suggests that the writer was Jonathan K. Hartzler 
(1838-1906) who was indeed twenty-four years old in 1862. 


A GENERAL CONFERENCE 
BY CONSTANT READER 


When in 1862 our Amish Mennonite brethren held their first General 
Conference, your humble servant, who was then a young man of twenty-four 
years, was an enthusiastic friend of the General Conference, (young people 
sometimes get full of enthusiasm, God be thanked for it). I was a friend of the 
conference because I longed for more light to be let into our church from God, 
and for a more general union, more love and life in our hearts, and more active 
work in the white harvest fields around us. But alas! my bright hopes of 
development and progress in our churches were blasted. The good for which I 
hoped did not appear, but instead of the good which might have been there was 
failure. There was a tendency to assume authority that did not belong to the 
conference; to do things which did not come within its jurisdiction. The result 
was dissatisfaction with some, alienation with others, and finally a collapse of 
the General Conference after it had been held about eighteen years. 


Many dear brethren took part in the conference and far be it from me to say 
anything harsh or unkind of them. If there was a lack of charity and of humble 
whole-souled dependence on God and also an undue love of authority on the 
part of others, let it only be sadly and reluctantly named as a lesson for us that 
we do not fall into the same snares. 


I have just finished a look through 15 years of the conference proceedings 
and will here record a few of my impressions: During the first three annual 
meetings there was manifested a conciliatory spirit, forbearance was advocated 
in the diversities which appeared and care not to infringe on conscience. See 
1862, [pp.] 3, 4 and S. 


This wise course was seen to be necessary to win as co-laborers in the 
conference certain rigidly conservative old brethren and churches. But 
conciliation did not win them, and a policy of forbearance they did not like, 
nothing but submission to what they were accustomed and believed would 
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satisfy their rigid conscience. And thus quite a number of churches and bishops 
of this way of thinking in the United States and Canada, never came to the 
conference, some came once or twice only and then many such brethren and 
churches withheld their fellowship from the conference. Now there remained 
two other elements from which a conference might be combined, the 
conservative and the progressive; they were not so-called, they were not two 
distinct parties, yet they were there. The conservative element did not believe it 
wise, or expedient, to submit to the restrictions and rigid forms of the old 
school, neither were they ready for what seemed to them to be too much 
yielding by the progressive element to worldly ways and too little regard for the 
established ways and faith of the old evangelical, non-resistant churches which 
have withstood the storms of centuries of persecution. 


The organization and control of the conference was in the hands of the 
conservative element throughout, and so soon as it was clear that conciliation 
and appeals for forbearance would not win the old school element, then in 1866 
some rules of order were adopted, the second of which stated that the 
conference should aim to establish ourselves upon the foundation laid in God’s 
Word, and not make laws (Gesetze) or unevangelical decisions (unevangelische 
Beschlüße). It seems fair to me to take these words as disclaiming all legislative 
function on the part of the conference. Yet probably, without noticing the 
inconsistency, the conference, the very next year (1867) adopted two additional 
rules of order which in effect claimed legislative authority for the conference 
over the churches. 


This bold and radical assumption of mandatory authority over the churches 
without their consent, by which the decisions and enactments of former 
conferences were to be enforced (in Kraft gesetzt) in the churches without first 
submitting them to the churches for their acceptance or rejection, produced a 
deep and widespread feeling of indignation throughout the brotherhood, and 
henceforth as attempts were made to exercise mandatory authority over the 
churches the indignation increased and the collapse of the conference was only a 
question of time. 


Our churches were not ready for and did not believe in any ecclesiastical 
Synod, Presbytery or Conference above the churches. They believed, and still 
believe, that Christ is the only head of the church, and, according to the New 
Testament, there should be no intervening church judicatories or legislative 
bodies. 


But what of the council at Jerusalem? Was it a general and permanent 
ecclesiastical organization exercising legislation and judicial authority over the 
churches in general? The question answers itself, it seems to me, in the 
negative, although our Presbyterian and Episcopalian friends want to derive 
from that council (Acts 15) authority for their Presbyteries, Synods, and General 
Assemblies. Is it not a fair statement of the case to say: That certain members of 
a church, which “went out from” one church (Acts 15:24) into another church 
(Antioch), taught doctrine which had no apostolic sanction and caused “no small 
dissension and dispute.” It was thereupon deemed desirable to send the apostles 
and elders who were in the church from whence these disturbers of the peace 
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came. In verse 24 “about this question” (circumcision) there were the apostles 
with inspired and infallible authority, there also were the experienced elders of 
the church at Jerusalem, but from thence also the trouble had come, verse 24. 
We read in verse 6, “Then the apostles and elders came together for to consider 
this matter.” But the apostles and elders did not, it seems, take all authority 
upon themselves, for in verse 4 it appears that the brethren sent up from Antioch 
about this matter “were received of the church and of the apostles and elders.” 
Then after a conclusion had been reached we read in verse 22: “Then pleased it 
the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send” their message couched 
in loving, fraternal terms and ending not with words of stern ecclesiastical 
authority, but after informing them verse 24 “that certain which went out from 
us have troubled you,” they informed them that the errorists did not have the 
sanction of the church at Jerusalem and organized only that which Christians in 
all times are required to do, namely, abstaining from certain things, verse 29 
“from which, if you keep yourselves, ye do well.” 


Whether your unworthy brother favors a General Conference depends not 
upon whether the conference is modeled exactly as he thinks it ought to be, for 
he does not expect that and knows that where many diverse shades of belief and 
practice prevail there must be forbearance and charity, in order to bring about 
“Unity in Diversity” (See Herald for Dec. 1876). 


Your humble servant, in common with many others, in earlier days looked 
upon church government as a matter of minor importance, but since observing 
how vitally different bodies of churches are affected in their peace, unity, spirit, 
and welfare by the form of church government to which they are subject, he has 
been convinced that church government is a matter of the utmost importance. 
In church government in general the dangers arise more from too much 
machinery, too much authority, than from too little. I believe in apostolic and 
primitive simplicity and brotherly love. I believe that the apostolic and 
primitive churches were all distinct, separate bodies. Each church managed its 
own affairs, recognizing no human control or authority outside of itself, save 
that of the apostles whose office was temporary and extraordinary, for a 
temporary and extraordinary purpose. I believe that each congregation of 
Christians, meeting in one place, and united by a solemn covenant is a complete 
church with Christ for its only head and deriving from Him the right to choose 
its own officers, to observe the ordinances, to have public worship, and to 
discipline its own members. If this be a scriptural conception, it excludes as 
unscriptural, a General Conference, with legislative authority over the churches 
or with ecclesiastical or spiritual domination, but it does not exclude the great 
and sacred principle of the fellowship or communion of churches, by which all 
whom they regard as true churches of Jesus Christ are bound together by ties 
similar in their nature to those which unite to each other the members of a single 
church. The Bible is the supreme and only binding code of laws for the 
government of the church, and no one church has the right to force its own 
interpretations of scripture upon another, neither have any number of churches, 
acting through a General Conference, any such right. 


What field of usefulness then remains for a General Conference? A broad 
and promising field still is open. 
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A General Conference may exercise an advisory function. Its advice may be 
sought and given in cases of discipline or dispute, but let us not forget advice is 
not law. But the advice and decisions of the General Conference, while not 
binding, would have the great moral power which united wisdom and piety 
would give them, and would generally be accepted by the churches, on being 
submitted to them. In all cases they would meet with respect, where any show 
of enforcing authority might be deemed uncharitable and an unscriptural 
encroachment. A General Conference might be the instrument of the churches 
in church extension; in helping to build meeting houses; in supplying preaching 
help. 

A General Conference might be the channel through which the evangelizing 
spirit of the churches could flow out to the lost in the world. 


In other ways, which will easily suggest themselves, a General Conference 
might be the instrument or servant of the churches, never their lord, in carrying 
on the Lord’s work in a perishing world. 


Coming together thus in the love of God and of our neighbor, we would 
become better acquainted, and no doubt, the effort to do the Lord’s work abroad 
would tend to unite us at home and bring great blessings upon our churches. 


Yes, I am in favor of a General Conference conducted upon congregational 
principles of church government. 


I am in favor of conducting the General Conference on the Savior’s principle 
(Matt. 23:8): “One is your master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.” | 
believe that this principle of brotherly equality entitles lay members to take part 
in the discussions, decisions and action of a General conference. The Jerusalem 
counsel was composed of “the apostles and elders with the whole church.” Acts 
15:22. But let us not do violence to that counsel by trying to derive from it, 
authority or precedent for a general permanently organized church conference. 
A General Conference may, it seems to me, be organized upon principles in 
harmony with gospel principles and carried on as an instrument for promoting 
and extending the Redeemer’s kingdom with the same authority that we have 
for Sunday schools, Bible classes and evangelizing societies. Experience and 
observation show that these agencies are good and that God honors them with 
His favor and blessing if organized and conducted in total dependence upon 
God for His presence and blessing. They may be gotten up in self-confidence 
and vain-glory and fail of good, yea rather tend to evil. 


This evaluation of the Ministers’ Meetings of 1862-1878 was made in an 
article “By Constant Reader,” in “A General Conference,” Herald of Truth 
(Feb. 15, 1899), 51-52. 
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COMPILER’S INTRODUCTION 


This compilation of short biographical sketches of the 253 ministers who attended 
one or more of the Diener Versammlungen, is presented with the intention of providing 
information which may help to give further insight to these meetings. 


Using the names and addresses listed in the Proceedings as well as the text of the 
minutes as a starting point, I used many published sources and also conducted some 
original research in public records to determine basic information for each of the 
ministers. These sources are cited extensively in the footnotes. This task was 
considerably eased by the publication of Amish and Amish Mennonite Genealogies by 
Hugh F. Gingerich and Rachel W. Kreider in 1986. Their registration at the conferences 
is the only indication for six individuals that they were Amish ministers (Christian Egle 
[1822-1892], John Engel [1801-1888], Jacob Hochstettler [1825-1884], Samuel S. Mast 
[1836-1904], Christian Miller [1806-1878], and Peter Roth [1829-1901]). As with any 
compilation involving this much detail, errors are undoubtedly present for which I take 
responsibility. I look forward to receiving corrections, clarifications, and additional 
information concerning these ministers. 


For a listing of the attending ministers by congregation see Appendix I, Part IV. 


COMPILER’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


Many persons have willingly helped in the process of compiling these biographies. 
Many of them are gratefully identified in the endnotes. I am also very grateful to those 
who have published congregational and conference histories as well as a variety of 
genealogies which have formed the core of this research along with the obituary files 
available at both the Mennonite Historical Library in Goshen, Indiana and at the Illinois 
Mennonite Historical and Genealogical Society, Metamora, Illinois. Paton Yoder has 
been a most helpful collaborator in this work. Joe Springer has provided information 
unavailable to me elsewhere. Others have reviewed biographies and provided 
information, including Jerald Stahly, Verle and Margaret Oyer, Myrna L. Park, Dale 
Nofziger, Donald W. Roth, John M. Byler, Neil Ann Stuckey Levine, David Luthy, 
Joseph Stoll, Lorraine Roth, and Joseph Horner. Jeff Gundy provided a valuable 
photocopy from the C. Henry Smith Collection which was very helpful in providing 
information on the Hessian Amish ministers in Illinois. Ardys Serpette generously 
shared from her research in French records. David Habegger has made material being 
collected in the OMII Genealogical Project for Ohio, Michigan, Indiana and Illinois 
available. The staffs of the Mennonite Historical Library (Goshen) and the Mennonite 
Historical Library (Bluffton), of the library of the Illinois Mennonite Historical and 
Genealogical Society and the Illinois Mennonite Archives, the Archives of the 
Mennonite Church, and of numerous courthouses, libraries and genealogical and 
historical societies have served in making this compilation much more complete. Special 
thanks to Janet Shoemaker at the Mennonite Historical Library in Goshen for taking 
numerous telephone requests over the years. 


— Steven R. Estes 
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MINISTERS ATTENDING THE MEETINGS OF 1862-78 


ALBRECHT, JOHN, 1866, 1871, 1872. Born Nov. 20, 1833 in Bavaria; died Feb. 12, 1900 
Livingston County, Ill. Son of Jacob Albrecht (1805-1878) and Katherine Ackerman (d. 1842). 
Married first on March 5, 1859 Anna Gascho (Nov. 24, 1839-Dec. 25, 1873), daughter of John 
Gascho (1808-1870) and Magdalena von Gundy (1810-1884). Married second on Nov. 22, 1874 
Barbara Naffziger (Aug. 28, 1851-April 9, 1923), daughter of Joseph Nafziger and Jacobina Stalter 
(1831-1895). Came to Putnam County, Ill. with his parents and grandparents in 1836 on the ship 
“Orion” from Bremen landing at New York on June 18, 1836 and that fall moved to Bureau County, 
Ill. In 1865 he came to Waldo Township, Livingston County, Ill. Ordained as a minister in 1864 or 
1865 for the Bureau Creek congregation (now the Willow Springs Mennonite Church); served in the 
Gridley Prairie congregation (now the Waldo Mennonite Church) from 1865-1900.' 


ALBRECHT, JOSEPH, 1866, 1871. Born March 19, 1817 Budenhof-Sesslach, Bavaria; died 
Oct. 17, 1895 Bureau County, Ill. Son of Christian Albrecht (1779-1843) and Elizabeth Engel 
(1781-1842). On Oct. 15, 1842 married Barbara Gingerich (May 3, 1815-June 25, 1883), daughter 
of Johannes Gingerich (1792?-1831) and Magdalena Eckhardt (ca. 1790-1852). Came to America 
with his parents in 1836 on the ship “Orion” from Bremen landing at New York on June 18, 1836, 
and settling in Putnam County, Ill. until that fall, when he moved to Bureau County, Ill., where he 
died in Arispe Township. He was the first deacon for the Bureau Creek congregation (now the 
Willow Springs Mennonite Church) and was ordained by a bishop from the Partridge Creek 
congregation ca. 1845. He preached when no minister of the Word was present, and also served as 
the song leader. He served until 1885.’ 


AUGSBURGER, NOAH, 1866, 1871, 1875, 1876. Born Nov. 30, 1819 near Augsburg, Bavaria; 
died July 17, 1903 near Hopedale, Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Noe Augsburger and Elizabeth 
Eyer. On July 8, 1855 he married Magdalena Schrock (March 31, 1822-Nov. 9, 1914), daughter of 
Christian Schrag (1799-1831) and Elizabeth Biirki (1802-1892). Came from Bavaria to the United 
States in 1848 and settled on the Delavan Prairie in Tazewell County, Ill. in 1854. Ordained as a 


1. Amanda Sears, et al, The Albrechts, 1836-1969 (1969), 3-5, 16; Joseph A. Gascho, The Joe 
and Phoebe Roth Gascho Story, rev. ed. (Lancaster, Pa.: Joseph A. Gascho, 1995), 12-13; Woodford 
County Marriages, 1; Lorraine Roth and John Bradley Arthaud, The Jacob Lebold and Magdalena 
Blank Family, 1800-1993 (Waterloo, Ontario, 1994), 86; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 247; 
“Anna Albrecht,” HoT (Feb., 1874), 47; Joseph Burcky, “History of the So-cold [sic] Mennonite 
Amish Church,” MS, C. Henry Smith Collection, Mennonite Historical Library, Bluffton, Ohio, 5 
(which indicates Albrecht was ordained following the arrival of Joseph Stauffer in the community in 
March 1864); Edwin J. Stalter, The Mennonites of Waldo, 1860-1960 (Flanagan, Ill.: by the author, 
1960), 3; Mennonites in Illinois, 552; Livingston County, Ill. Land Records, Book 27, 311; 
Inscriptions, Waldo Cemetery, Livingston County, Ill.; The Biographical Record of Livingston and 
Woodford Counties, Illinois (Chicago, The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1900), 339-340. “Pre. 
John Albrecht,” HoT (April 1, 1900), 109 states: “Although not as eloquent or fluent as a speaker as 
some, he was honest and earnest, and a,faithful counsellor.” 


2. Sears, The Albrechts, 3, 64; Ginger, Albrecht Relatives, pedigree charts; Amish Mennonites in 
Germany, 37; H. C. Bradsby, ed, History of Bureau County, Illinois (Chicago: World Publishing 
Company, 1885), 529-530; Amish Genealogies, 92; 1850 Federal Population Census, Woodford 
County, Ill., #343, #559; Centennial History, 231-232. An ordination date of ca. 1840/45 is provided 
by Joseph Albrecht’s nephew Henry V. Albrecht (1860-1938) in an untitled, two-page manuscript 
history of the Willow Springs Mennonite Church, ca. 1928 (located in the Willow Springs 
Mennonite Church, Tiskilwa, Ill). He must have been ordained sometime following his marriage in 
1842.—Woodford County Marriages, 1. 
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minister between 1855 and 1866 for the Delavan Prairie congregation (now the Hopedale Mennonite 
Church) and according to his obituary “labored in the ministry for many years.” 


AUGSPURGER, JOSEPH, 1863. Born March 17, 1806 Ixheim, Zweibrucken; died Jan. 29, 
1864 Butler County, Ohio. Son of Christian Augspurger (1782-1848) and Catherine Hauter (1784- 
1847). Married Aug. 9, 1831 Magdalena Kennel (March 9, 1811-Oct. 12, 1902), daughter of John 
Kennel (1781-1831) and Magdalena Nafziger (1791-1873). Came to Butler County, Ohio with his 
parents in 1819. In his youth he was baptized and joined the Augspurger congregation (one of the 
parent congregations of the present Trenton Mennonite Church). In “later years he was elected one 
of the ministers.”* 


AUGSPURGER, JOSEPH, JR., 1862, 1863, 1864, 1866. Born Jan. 4, 1816 Boissy-St. Leger, 
France; died Feb. 17, 1896 Butler County, Ohio. Son of Joseph Augspurger (1786-1869) and 
Elizabeth Schlabach (1795-1848). Married March 9, 1843 Catherine Goldsmith (May 3, 1826- 
March 2, 1886), daughter of Joseph Goldsmith (1796-1876) and Elizabeth Swartzendruber (1807- 
1900). In 1819 came to Butler County, Ohio, with his parents. In Sept., 1843 to Lee County, Iowa, 
soon returning to Butler County, Ohio. Baptized in 1834; joined the Augspurger congregation (one 
of the parent congregations of the present Trenton Mennonite Church). In 1835 joined the Hessian 
congregation (another of the parent congregations of the present Trenton Mennonite Church), 
following the division in the congregation that year. In 1860 he was ordained as a minister; ordained 
as an elder on Feb. 12, 1863 by Jonas D. Troyer (1811-1897) and John Schmucker (1816-1872); 
retired in 1892.° 


AUGSPURGER, JOSEPH, SR., 1864. Born May 19, 1818 Petit Val, Alsace; died April 10, 
1887 Butler County, Ohio. Son of Jacob Augspurger (1786-1846) and Maria Schlabach (1780- 
1856). Married Oct. 12, 1837 Elizabeth Augspurger (Feb. 3, 1817-Oct. 8, 1858), daughter of Joseph 
Augspurger (1786-1869) and Elizabeth Schlabach (1795-1848). Married Oct. 12, 1858 Jacobina 
Roth; married April 7, 1885 Jacobina Rupp. In 1819 came to Butler County, Ohio with his parents. 
Tradition says that he “was elected a minister in the Augspurger congregation [now part of the 
Trenton Mennonite Church] in the year 1872.” However, as early as 1868 he was called “Dea. 


3. “Pre. Noah Augsburger,” HoT (Aug. 13, 1903), 264; Hermann Guth, “Versuch einer 
‘Augsburger’ Genealogie,” Souvanance Anabaptiste/Mennonitisches Gedächtnis (1991), 69; 
Hermann Guth, “The Güngerichs and Augsburgers of Wellenburg,” MFH (July 1992), 102; 
Tazewell County Marriage Records, Book A, 275; “Schrag,” HoT (Feb. 15, 1892), 63; Hermann 
Guth, “The Schrags and Kinsingers on the Heckenaschbacherhof,” MFH (Oct., 1989), 125; Ivan 
Kauffman, ed., /00 Years at Hopedale (Hopedale, Ill.: Hopedale Mennonite Church, 1954), 25; 
Keith F. Schrag, Lorraine Roth, Ruby and Alvin Gingerich, eds., The Daniel Schrag Family History 
and Genealogy (Kitchener, Ont., 1981), 12; Mennonites of America, 478/479. 


4. Mennonites of Butler County, 29-30, 41; Johanna Kennel, “Family Record of John Kennel,” 
MS 1908, 37, photocopy in the IMA; Neil Ann Stuckey Levine, Princeton, New Jersey, letter to 
Steven Estes, Chenoa, Ill. (Aug. 13, 1995); Amish Mennonites in Germany, 205; Neil Ann Stuckey 
Levine, “The Augspurgers of Butler County, Ohio, In Napoleonic France, Part III: Genealogy from 
Old World Records,” MFH (July 1997), 93. Listed in the Proceedings, 1863 as “Joseph Augspurger, 
Trenton, Butler County, Ohio.” 


5. Mennonites of Butler County, 29; Amish Genealogies, 98; Kennel, “Family Record,” 37; 
Mennonites in Iowa, 49; Levine to Estes (Aug. 13, 1995); Levine, Ibid., 95. Listed in the 
Proceedings, 1862 as Joseph Augsburger, Overpeck, Butler County, Ohio” (where pp. 7-8, 12 
indicate that he was the minister in the Hessian congregation); in 1863 as “Joseph Augspurger, jun., 
Overpeck, Butler County, Ohio”; in 1864 as “J. Augspurger, Jr., Overpeck, Butler County, Ohio”; 
and in 1866 as “Jos. Augspurger, Jr., Overpeck, Butler Co. Ohio; Stoltzfus Documents, 102 tells 
about his ordination. 
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Joseph Augspurger, of Ohio.” Perhaps he had been ordained as a deacon prior to 1864, when he 
attended the conference, and in 1872 was ordained as a minister.® 


AUGSPURGER, NICHOLAS, 1862, 1866, 1867. Born Aug. 11, 1811 Sainte-Marie-aux-Mines, 
France; died April 18, 1872 Butler County, Ohio. Son of Jacob Augspurger (1786-1846) and Maria 
Schlabach (1780-1856). Married March 6, 1835 Magdalena Gautsche (b. ca. 1814), daughter of 
Christian Gautsche (b. ca. 1782) and Catherine Goldsmith (b. ca. 1790). She came to Butler County, 
Ohio with her parents in 1830. Came to Butler County, Ohio with his parents in 1819. In his youth 
he joined the Augsburger congregation (now part of Trenton Mennonite Church). Chosen as a 
minister and in 1847 he “was elected to the full ministry [elder or bishop].” He was regarded as the 
leading minister of the Augspurger congregation.’ 


AUGSTEIN, VALENTINE, 1866, 1870, 1871. Born March 3, 1821 near Strasbourg, Alsace; 
died Nov. 5, 1872 Nebraska Township, Livingston County, Ill. Name of first spouse unknown. 
Married second March 17, 1859 Anna King (Nov. 4, 1822-Aug. 20, 1903), daughter of Johannes 
Koenig (1791-1854/60) and Jacobina Rediger (1794-1869). Came to Stark County, Ohio in 1852; to 
Montgomery Township, Woodford County, Ill. by 1859; to Dry Grove Township, McLean County, 
Ill. on Feb. 14, 1869; and to Nebraska Township, Livingston County, Ill. later in 1869. Ordained as a 
minister in France where he served the Blanc-Rupt congregation in the upper valley in the White 
Saar which broke away from the Salm congregation. In Ohio he served in the Canton (or Richville) 
congregation (organized 1820; discontinued in the 1870s) by April 11, 1855. In Illinois he probably 
served the Mackinaw Meeting (later the Goodfield Mennonite Church and now part of the First 
Mennonite Church, Morton, Ill. and the Roanoke Mennonite Church) from ca. 1859-1869, and then 
the Gridley Prairie congregation (now the Waldo Mennonite Church) from 1869-1872.° 


6. Mennonites of Butler County, 26, 40, 43; Levine to Estes (Aug. 13, 1995); Levine, /bid., 102; 
Joseph Stuckey, “From Ill.,” HoT (Sept. 1868), 137. In 1872 Benjamin Eicher called him “Joseph 
Augspruger, Sr.”—Benj. Eicher, “A Journey to Illinois,” HoT (Dec. 1872), 189-190, reproduced in 
Part II, Document 21. Listed in the Proceedings, 1864 as “J. Augspurger, sr., Trenton, Butler 
County, Ohio.” 


7. Mennonites of Butler County, 24, 40, 43; Amish Genealogies, 98; Guth, “Augsburger 
Genealogie,” Souvenance, 98: Levine to Estes (Aug. 13, 1995); Levine, Ibid., 102. 


8. The register of ministers attending the 1866 conference includes the name of “Andreas 
Augstein, Hudson, McLean Co., Illin.” No trace of an Andreas Augstein has been found in Illinois 
in the 1860s. Quite certainly it was Valentine Augstein who attended the 1866 meeting. “Letter No. 
12,” (April 11, 1855) in the Samuel Mast collection, AMC, translated by John S. Umble in 1961, 
includes the name of “Vallendin Auchsti” with signatures of other ministers known to have served in 
the Canton (or Richville, or Sommers) congregation in Stark County, Ohio; Settlements That Failed, 
346-348; Elmer S. Yoder, From das Buchenland to the Beech (Louisville, Ohio: The Historical 
Committee of Beech Mennonite Church, 1991), 24-25. John Schmitt, “Valentine Augstein,” HoT 
(Dec. 1872), 190; Inscriptions, Waldo Cemetery, Flanagan, IIl.; McLean County, Ill. Marriage 
Records, Bk. 9, 11; Augstein Family Information from Connie Cooper, Northlake, Ill., a descendant 
of Valentine Augstein’s son, Valentine Augstein (1850-1936); “Daniel Augstein,” CE (Aug. 1926), 
190; “C. B. Augstein,” CE (July 1950), 408; Plat Book of Livingston County, Ill. (Chicago: George 
A. Ogle & Co.), 87 showed that C.B. Augstein came to Livingston County in 1869. King Family 
information in the possession of Steven Estes, Chenoa, Ill; Pierre Sommer, Historique des 
Assemblées (1929-1933), no. 35 which gives his name as “Valentin Augst”; “Blanc-Rupt” by J[ohn] 
H[oward] Y[oder], ME 1:352. Listed in Proceedings, 1866 as “Andreas Augstein, Hudson, McLean 
Co. Illin”; in 1870 as “Valentin Augstein, Gridley, McLean [County], Ill.; and in 1871 as “Vallentin 
Augstein, Gridley, McLean [County], III.” 
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BACHMAN, JOHN, 1871, 1875, 1878. Born March 12, 1818 France; died Oct. 12, 1888 
Tazewell County, Ill. Married Nov. 4, 1855 Barbara Sutter (Feb. 21, 1827-Jan. 10, 1903), daughter 
of Johannes Sutter (1795-1887) and Barbara Oesch (1795-1884). Ordained between 1855 and 1871. 
Served as deacon in the Dillon Creek congregation, later the Pleasant Grove congregation (now the 
First Mennonite Church, Morton, Ill.). He spoke French more fluently than German, so he seldom 
preached.” 


BACHMAN, JOSEPH, 1866, 1875, 1878. Born Aug. 16, 1826 Reinhardsmunster, Bas-Rhin, 
France; died Dec. 29, 1897 Woodford County, Ill. Son of Andrew Bachman (1796-1864) and 
Elizabeth Behr (1792-1854). Married on June 3, 1849 in Woodford County, Ill. to Barbara Steider 
(Jan. 1, 1831-Oct. 28, 1904), daughter of Jean Steider (1806-1854) and Katherina Miller (1804- 
1884). Came to Illinois from Alsace in 1839 with his parents. Ordained as minister in 1852 and as a 
bishop in 1867 for the Partridge Creek congregation (now the Metamora Mennonite Church).’° 


BAECHLER, ANDREW, 1864. Born 1796 Lorraine; died March 9, 1874, Yates Township, 
Livingston County, Ill. Son of Peter Baechler and Mary Mosiman. In 1819 married Anna Rupp 
(Jan. 1800-July 16, 1870), daughter of Christian Rupp and Magdaline Braechbiel. In April, 1855 
came from France via New York and Hancock County, Ohio; to Peoria, Ill. and soon near to 
Tremont, Tazewell County, Ill. In 1859 joined his son Simon Baechler (1834-1921) south of 
Mackinaw, Tazewell County, Ill. and in 1862 moved with him to the Delavan Prairie near Minier, 
Tazewell County. In 1866 moved to the Weston Prairie near Chenoa, Ill., settling in Yates 
Township, Livingston County, Ill. Ordained as a minister in France between 1819 and 1855. In 
Illinois served the Dillon Creek congregation (later the Pleasant Grove Mennonite Church, now part 
of First Mennonite Church, Morton, Ill.) from 1855-1859; the Delavan Prairie congregation (now the 
Hopedale Mennonite Church) from 1859-1866; and the Weston congregation (which eventually 
became the Flanagan Mennonite Church in 1878 and the Meadows Mennonite Church in 1890) from 
1867-1874." 


BAECHLER, SIMON, 1871, 1872. Born July 13, 1834 in Donley, near Saarburg, Meurthe, 
Lorraine, France; died Jan. 3, 1921, Fairbury, Livingston County, Ill. Son of Andrew Baechler 
(1796-1874) and Anna Rupp (1800-1870). Married Sept. 20, 1859 in France to Elizabeth Wenger 





9. “Family Chart: Orville Dale Eyer,” 1985, in possession of Myrna L. Park, Normal, Ill.; Rudolf 
Ingold, “The Suttor Family From Helmannsberg,” MFH (Oct., 1991), 132-133; Rudolph Ingold and 
Hermann Guth, “The Oeschs From Hanfeld and Forsthoh,” MFH (July 1991), 94-95; Centennial 
History, 219; Verle and Margaret Oyer, Gibson City, Ill., letter to Steve Estes, Chenoa, Ill. (Oct. 19, 
1995); Elaine Sommers Rich, Mennonite Women; A Story of God's Faithfulness, 1684-1983 
(Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press, 1983), 71-75. 


10. “Bachman,” HoT ( March 1898), 94; Mennonites of America, 487; Janet Smith, “Hickory 
Point Cemetery,” MH (Dec. 1983), 31; Portrait and Biographical Album of Woodford County, 
Illinois (Chicago; Chapman Brothers, 1889), 298; Letter, Ethel M. Bachman Zehr, granddaughter of 
Joseph Bachman, Fort Myers, Florida to Steven Estes, Chenoa, Ill. (April 26, 1994); Woodford 
County Marriages, 3; Ethel Bachman Zehr, Family History of Joseph J. Bachman and Elizabeth 
Schlabach Bachman (n.d.) 1-7. Centennial History, 600; a note in the C. Henry Smith Papers, 
Mennonite Historical Library, Bluffton College, Bluffton, Ohio states that Joseph Bachman was 
ordained to the ministry at the same time as Christian Esch (1818-1882) and Christian Schertz 
(1815-1878). 


11. Edwin O. Ropp, “Baechler-Rupp Papers” and “Family History Papers” in the possession of 
descendants (photocopies at IMA); Mennonites of America, between 478 and 479; “Anna Bachler,” 
HoT (Sept. 1870), 143; “Andrew Boechler,” HoT (April 1874), 79; Steven R. Estes, From 
Mountains to Meadows: A Century of Witness of the Meadows Mennonite Church, 1890-1990 
(Chenoa, Ill.: Meadows Mennonite Church), 23-31. 
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(March 14, 1842-Feb. 23, 1934), daughter of John Wenger and Anna Zimmerman of Michelfelden, 
Alsace. They were remarried in Tazewell County, Ill. on Jan. 21, 1860. Emigrated from France in 
1855 and settled near Tremont, Tazewell County, Ill., returning to France in 1859 to marry. They 
returned to Illinois in Oct. 1859 and settled seven miles south of Mackinaw, Ill., in Tazewell County. 
In 1862 they came to the Delavan Prairie between Hopedale and Minier. In the spring of 1866 they 
moved to Yates Township, Livingston County, Ill. and in 1888 they moved to Fairbury, Ill. Ordained 
as a minister in 1864 for the Delavan Prairie congregation (now the Hopedale Mennonite Church) 
serving until the spring of 1866. He served the Weston congregation (parent congregation to the 
Flanagan Mennonite Church) from its organization in 1867 to its close in 1891 and was instrumental 
in forming the Flanagan Mennonite Church (1878), the Meadows Mennonite Church (1890), and the 
Pleasant View Mennonite Church (1886-1972), Aurora, Nebraska.’ 


BEACHY, DAVID, 1863, 1865, 1869, 1872, 1873, 1876. Born May 5, 1823 Walnut Creek 
Township, Holmes County, Ohio; died July 5, 1905 in the village of Sugar Creek, Holmes County, 
Ohio where he had lived since 1892. Son of Moses Beachy (1790-1840) and Elizabeth Miller (1789- 
1841). Married on April 18, 1844 Judith Yoder (July 2, 1824-Nov. 10, 1905), daughter of John 
Yoder (1788-1836) and Elizabeth Gindlesperger (b. ca. 1794). Ordained as a deacon on Nov. 9, 1857 
for the Walnut Creek district (now the Walnut Creek Mennonite Church), going with the Amish 
Mennonites in the separation of 1860/61. Ordained as a minister on May 1, 1860 and as a bishop on 
Oct.1,.1870.7 


BEACHY, JOEL, 1865. Born May 3, 1816 Elklick Township, Somerset County, Pennsylvaniia; 
died June 8, 1894 near Grantsville, Garrett County, Maryland. Son of Peter Beachy (ca. 1781-1869) 
and Barbara Hershberger (1784-1850). Married in 1840 Elizabeth Gnagey (March 30, 1816-Jan. 1, 
1906), daughter of Christian Gnagey (1790-1880) and Barbara Blocher (1792-1836). Served the 
River congregation in Somerset County, Pa. and Garrett County, Maryland. Ordained as a deacon 
on June 15, 1851, as a minister in on May 15, 1853, and as a bishop on June 11, 1854. In 1877 the 
River congregation divided into the Pennsylvania district and the Maryland district. Beachy served 
as bishop of both districts until 1879, after which he was the bishop for the Maryland congregation 
only. In 1865 he helped to organize the congregation in Douglas County, Ill. which continues as an 
Old Older Amish settlement.'* 


12. Edwin O. Ropp, “Baechler-Rupp Papers” and “Family History Papers”; David C. Perkins, 
comp., Tazewell County, Illinois Marriage Records Index, II (Pekin, Ill.: Tazewell County 
Genealogical Society, 1983), 2; Death Record #7253, Livingston County, Ill.; Mennonites of 
America, 478/479; Estes, Meadows Mennonite Church, 23-31. 


13. Amish Genealogies, 3, 4, 6, 99, 271, 498, 508; Stoltzfus Documents, 42, Tradition, 130-134; 
Mennonites of Ohio, 344; Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 38; Nettie Glick, Historical Sketch of the 
Walnut Creek, Ohio, Amish Mennonite Church (Scottdale, Pa.: MPH, 1933), 9; Grace Glick, 
“History of Rev. David Beachy,” Typescript (Aug. 18, 1932), 1-2, MHL. The first Amish church 
service in Holmes and Tuscarawas counties, Ohio was held in 1810 in the home of Bishop Jacob 
Miller (1754-1835). The congregation organized in 1812 and in 1835 divided into the Walnut Creek 
congregation in Holmes County and the Sugar Creek congregation in Tuscarawas County. In 1840 
the Walnut Creek congregation divided with Levi Miller (1799-1884) as the bishop in one district 
and “Gross” Moses Miller (1802-1877) as the bishop in the other district (now the Walnut Creek 
Mennonite Church), often called “die Mosey-gma.” After building a meetinghouse in 1862 the 
congregation was often referred to as “die Gma-haus Leit” and “die Waldensers” (used in derision), 
History of Preachers, 1,2; Mennonite History, 152, 153; Glick, Historical Sketch, 5. Listed in 
Proceedings, 1863, as “David Pitsche”; in 1865 and 1873 as “David Peachey”; in 1869 as “David 
Betschy; in 1872 as “David Beachey”; and in 1876 as “David Pitschy.” 


14. Amish Genealogies, 3, 6, 104, 212; Alvin J. Beachy, “The Amish Settlements in Somerset 
County, Pa.,” MOR 28 (Oct. 1954), 277; “Early Disciplines,” 98; David I. Miller, Irwin, Ohio, letter 
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BEACHY, JONAS, 1863. Born Nov. 5, 1791 Somerset County, Pa.; died Oct. 23, 1878 
Keyser’s Ridge, Garrett County, Maryland. Son of Peter Beachy (ca.1753-1832) and Sarah 
Blauman. Married 1816 Sarah Gnagey (June 27, 1798-Nov. 22, 1875), daughter of John Gnagey 
(ca. 1763-1845) and Elizabeth Miller (1762-1843). Served the River congregation in Somerset 
County Pa. and Garrett County, Maryland which formed two districts in 1877. Ordained as a 
minister in ca. 1838 and bishop in ca. 1839." 


BEACHY, MOSES, JR. 1865. Born May 17, 1819 Holmes County, Ohio; died Oct. 4, 1899 
Holmes County, Ohio. Son of Moses Beachy (1790-1840) and Elizabeth Miller (1789-1841). 
Married on Feb. 27, 1841 Barbara Keim (Feb. 25, 1822-Oct. 20, 1880), daughter of Nicholas Keim 
(1768-1830) and Catherine Eash (1799-1889). Married second Susanna Mast (Sept. 1829-Jan. 4, 
1893), daughter of Daniel Mast (1791-1874) and Elizabeth Hochstetler (1801-1869). Susanna Mast 
Beachy had married first Emanuel Miller (1825-1847) and second Michael D. Miller (1809-1876). 
Ordained as a minister in the Levi Miller congregation (started 1840, now Old Order Amish) in 1863 
and as a bishop on Oct. 16, 1867.'° 


BEACHY, PETER “PETE,” 1862, 1865. Born May 5, 1823 Holmes County, Ohio; died Dec. 
21, 1911 Tuscarawas County, Ohio. Son of Moses Beachy (1790-1840) and Elizabeth Miller (1789- 
1841). Married Susanna Miller (March 18, 1828-July 11, 1902), daughter of Jonas Miller (1788- 
1854) and Catherine Hershberger (1789-1869). Ordained as a minister Oct. 18, 1859 serving in the 
Sugar Creek congregation.!” 


BECHER, JOSEPH, 1865. Born June 12, 1835, Paris Township, Stark County, Ohio; died Sept. 
2, 1904 near Barryville, Stark County, Ohio. Son of Andrew Becher (d. 1845) and Barbara Becher 
who settled in Stark County in 1829. Married March 23, 1858 Stark County, Ohio Mary Krabill 
(Feb. 26, 1834-Aug. 8, 1913), who came from near Belfort, France with her parents in 1837. 
Daughter of Hans Kräyenbül (1794-1883) and Mey (Mary) Miller (1799-1865). Ordained to the 
ministry in 1863 and served in the Buchenland congregation (now the Beech Mennonite Church).'? 


to Steve Estes, Chenoa, Ill., (Oct. 7, 1995); Conservative Conference, 144, 145; David I. Miller, 
“Joel Beachy on the Ban,” The Historian (Oct. 1991), 1-4; Mennonite History, 159; Elias Gnagey, A 
Complete History of Christian Gnaegi and a Complete Family Register (Elkhart Ind.: Mennonite 
Publishing Co. 1897; 3rd ed., Meyersdale, Pa.: Noah D. Wengerd, 1981), 29-30, 175-177. 

15. Amish Genealogies, 3, 4, 209, 210; Beachy, “Somerset County,” 275-277; Miller, letter to 
Estes (Oct. 7 1995). “Early Disciplines,” 95 show that Jonas Beachy did not sign the decisions of the 
ministers’ meeting in Somerset County, Pa. held on March 18, 1837, so he probably was not yet 
ordained at that time. 

16. Amish Genealogies, 3, 4, 198, 276, 329; History of Preachers, 2, 3, 9; Beachy Family 
History: Descendants of Moses M. Beachy and Lizzie M. (Miller) Beachy (Sugarcreek, Ohio: 
Monroe L. Beachy, n.d.), n. In 1849 this district was called the Upper Martin’s Creek 
congregation.—Melvin Gingerich, “A List of Amish Ministers in 1849,” MHB (July 1965), 7; on 
June 1, 1865 it was called the Holmes County congregation, (“Early Disciplines,” 97); in 1905 
called the Noah Beachy Walnut Creek district (Mennonite History, 153); later called the Beachy 
Walnut Creek district (History of Preachers, 9). During the time Levi Miller (1799-1884) served as 
bishop the district was often referred to as the Levi Miller congregation or “die Lefy-gma” (Glick, 
Historical Sketches, 5; Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 2). 

17. Amish Genealogies, 3, 4, 7, 272, 279; History of Preachers, 7; “Early Disciplines,” 98; 
David Luthy, Heritage Historical Library, Aylmer, Ontario, letter to Steve Estes, Chenoa, Ill. (Oct. 
17,.1995), 

18. Margery Raber, The Descendants of Jacob Krabill (Kräyenbül) and Fanny Miller, 1803- 
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BEILER, SOLOMON K., 1862, 1863. Born July 18, 1798 Lebanon County, Pa.; died May 3, 
1888 near Belleville, Mifflin County, Pa.. Son of Christian Beiler (1752-1804) and Anna King (d. 
1816). Married in Mifflin County, Pa. on March 14, 1820 Sarah Hartzler (Oct. 3, 1799-Aug. 3, 
1887), daughter of David Hartzler (1788-1855) and Mary Yoder (1771-1826). Ordained as a minister 
for the Kishacoquillas Valley congregation in Mifflin County between 1820 and 1830. Ordained as 
a bishop in 1842 at the time of the formation of the Middle district for that district (now the 
Allensville Mennonite Church and the Maple Grove Mennonite Church). By 1850, perhaps earlier, 
he was an ardent advocate of stream baptism. In 1865 he asked to be relieved of his ministry in 
protest to his congregation’s insistence on ordaining the congregation’s full deacon to the office of 
bishop. However his fellow ministers refused to relieve him. Subsequently he became largely 
inactive in the ministry.’ 


BELSLEY, JOSEPH “BLACK JOE,” 1866, 1867. Born May 20, 1812 Lorraine, France; died 
Oct. 23, 1879 Spring Bay, Ill. Son of Michael Belsley (ca. 1776-ca 1848/58) and Catherina Schertz 
(ca. 1793-1864). Came from France to Peoria, Ill. 1831 with his uncle David Schertz (1786-1860). 
Married first Barbara/Mary Rosenkranz, who died a few months later. Married second Feb. 25, 1840 
Barbara Engel (Feb. 8, 1821-Feb. 6, 1880), daughter of Joseph Engel (1790-1852) and Barbara 
Roggy (1795-1863?). Ordained as the first deacon for the Partridge Creek congregation (now 
Metamora Mennonite Church) in 1834, probably by Christian Engel (ca. 1764-1838), the first Amish 
bishop serving west of Ohio.”° 


BENDER, JOHN, 1865. Born Sept. 14, 1817 Hesse; died Sept. 14, 1874 Wilmot Township, 
Waterloo County, Ontario. Son of Jacob Bender (1791-1843) and Magdalena Brennemann (1798- 
1877). In 1831 came to Lancaster County, Pa. and in 1832 to Waterloo County, Ontario. Married 
July 11, 1841 Catherine Miller (1824-July 1, 1874), daughter of Jacob Miller. Ordained as a minister 
in 1847 and served the Wilmot congregation, the original Amish congregation in Ontario.”' 


BIRKEY, JOSEPH, “BIG JOSEPH,” “BLACK JOSEPH,” 1878. Born March 19, 1828 near 
Augsburg, Bavaria; died Dec. 6, 1906 near Shickley, Filmore County, Neb. Son of Christian Birky 
(d. 1840). Married Jan. 7, 1851 Mary Burkey (March 19, 1833-Oct. 28, 1908), daughter of 
Valentine Birky (1794-1860) and Elizabeth Unzicker (d. 1848). In 1841 to Butler County, Ohio; in 
1844 to Tazewell County, Ill.; from 1867-1872 to Gridley Township, McLean County, Ill., from 


1989 (Alliance, Ohio; 1989), 2, 12, 13; Yoder, The Beech, 31, 41, 51, 112. 


19. Amish Genealogies, 48, 50, 149, 495; Hartzler Family, 404, Harvey J. Miller, “Amish 
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Andrew Hostetler, “The Life and Times of Samuel Yoder (1824-1884),” MOR 22 (Oct. 1948), 228; 
Stoltzfus Documents, 128-130; Tradition, 175; Mennonites of Ohio, 350; “Byler,” HoT (June 1, 
1888), 173; Solomon K. Beiler, “Copy Book,” Ms. 1858-1878, 143, in Solomon K. Beiler 
Collection, AMC. 

20. Jean Wallace Sauder, Belsley-Sauder, Woodford County, Illinois: Ancestors and 
Descendants of Christian Belsley and Christian Sauder, 1750-1985 (Astoria, Ill.: Stevens Publishing 
Company, 1985), 25-31; Val Swartzendruber, “Black Joe Belsey of Woodford County,” MH 10 
(Sept. 1983), 13, 20; Steven R. Estes, Love God and Your Neighbor: The Life and Ministry of 
Christian Engel (Metamora, Ill.: by the author, 1993), 24, 92-93, 65; Herman Guth, “The Roggys of 
Offweilerhof,” MFH (Jan. 1990), 13; Centennial History, 199. “Some of Johannes Gingerich’s 
Letters,” MH 15 (Sept. 1988), 32-33 shows that, as of Jan. 11, 1835, he had been recently ordained. 


21. Amish of Canada, 203-204; Amish Genealogies, 11, 42, 43. Herman Guth, The Amish 
Mennonites of Waldeck and Wittgenstein (Elverson, Pa.: Mennonite Family History, 1986), 16, 17; 
Amish Immigrants, 25, 28, 33, 140. 
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1872-1889 in Boynton Township, Tazewell County, Ill.; from 1889-fall 1903 in Decatur County, 
Kansas; then to Filmore County, Neb. Ordained as a deacon in 1877 in the Hopedale congregation 
(now the Hopedale Mennonite Church). In Kansas he served the congregation in Decatur and 
Sheridan counties from 1889-1903 and in Nebraska in the Filmore congregation (organized in 1891, 
now the Salem Mennonite Church) from 1903-1906.” 


BIRKY, “BIG ANDREW,” “BLACK ANDREW,” 1866, 1867, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1878. Born 
Oct. 1816 near Augsburg, Bavaria; died Jan. 27, 1892 Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Christian Birky 
(d. 1840). Married Oct. 2, 1843 Magdalena Garber (1824-May 1912) in Butler County, Ohio. In 
1841 to Butler County, Ohio and in 1844 to Tazewell County, Ill. Ordained as a deacon between 
1843 and 1854; confirmed as a full deacon by April 30, 1854 when he married a couple. Served the 
Dillon Creek congregation (later the Pleasant Grove Mennonite Church, now part of the First 
Mennonite Church, Morton, Ill.). After the formation of the Delavan Prairie congregation (now the 
Hopedale Mennonite Church) in 1854, he apparently also served in that congregation which met in a 
rotation of services with the Dillon Creek congregation. The roster of ministers attending the 1878 
conference lists him as from Lovington, Moultre County, Ill. It is unknown if this was an error, or if 
he lived among the community of tradition-minded Amish of that county for a time.” 


BIRKY, JOHN, “BIG JOHN,” “BLACK JOHN,” 1864, 1866, 1867, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, 
1874, 1875, 1876, 1878. Born Jan. 25, 1815 near Augsburg, Bavaria; died Nov. 9, 1896 Tazewell 
County, Ill. Son of Christian Birkey (d. 1840). Married 7 Jan. 1847 Elizabeth Birky (1826-Oct. 
1866), daughter of Valentine Birky (1794-1866) and Elizabeth Unzicker (d. 1848). In 1840 came to 
Butler County, Ohio with his brother Christian Birkey (1810-1885) and family; to Tazewell County, 
Ill. in 1844. Ordained as a deacon between 1847 and 1864. Served the Dillon Creek congregation 
(later the Pleasant Grove Mennonite Church, now part of the First Mennonite Church, Morton, Ill.). 
After the formation of the Delavan Prairie congregation (now the Hopedale Mennonite Church) in 
1854, he apparently also served in that congregation which met in a rotation of services with the 
Dillon Creek congregation.” 


BLOUGH, PETER, 1862, 1864, 1865, 1869, 1870, 1873, 1876. Born June 24, 1804 Somerset 
County, Pa.; died Jan. 13, 1884 Elkhart County, Indiana. Son of David Blough (1777-1846) and 
Elizabeth Weaver (d. by 1820). Married first in 1825 Leah Yoder (1807-March 6, 1833), daughter 
of Solomon Yoder (1776-1868) and Barbara Miller (1774-1858). Married second on July 14, 1833 


22. Verle and Margaret Oyer, Joseph and Mary [Burkey] Birky: Pioneer Parents (Foosland, IIl., 
1966), 2-7; Birky, “Birky History,” [ 1-2]; Centennial History, 2; Estes, Meadows Mennonite 
Church, 16; McLean County, Ill. land records show Joseph Birky selling land in 1872; South 
Central, 201; Mennonite History, 312; Eldon Hostetler, Nebraska Mennonite Historical Society, 
Milford, Neb., letter to Steve Estes (Sept. 12, 1995). “Birkey,” GW (Dec. 28, 1906) states: “Bro. 
Birkey was a deacon in the Mennonite Church for twenty-nine years.” His obituary also appears in 
“Birkey,” HoT (Dec. 27, 1906), 499. Listed in Proceedings, 1878 as “Joseph Birkey.” 


23. Lloyd A. Burkey, Birkey-Birky-Burcky-Burkey; Early Family Data (1963), 7; Valentine 
Birky, “The Birky History,” Typescript, 1935, [1-2]; Tazewell County Marriage Records, Book A, 
249; Centennial History, 218-219, 239; “A Brief History of the Birkey Family,” undated pamphlet; 
“Buerky,” HoT (Feb. 15, 1892), 61. Listed in Proceedings, 1866 as “Andreas Burkey”; in 1867, 
1871, 1873 as “Andreas Burky”; in 1872 as “Andrew Burkey”; in 1878 as “Andreas Birky.” 


24. Burkey, Early Family Data, 3, 5, 7; William Albert Berkey and Ruth Berkey Reichley, The 
Berkey Book (Arlington, Va.: Ruth Berkey Reichley, 1984), 210; Birky, “Birky History,” [ 1-2]; 
Tazewell County Marriage Records, Book A, 249; Centennial History, 218-219, 239; “A Brief 
History of the Birky Family.” Listed in Proceedings, 1864 as “John Birky”; in 1866, 1872, 1876 as 
“Johannes Burkey”; in 1867, 1870, 1871, 1873, 1874, 1875 as “Johannes Burky”; and in 1878 as 
“Johannes Birky.” 
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Magdalena Nafziger (May 30, 1811-1873), daughter of Valentine Nafziger (1782-1857) and 
Jacobina Schantz (1785-1866). In 1824 moved to Wayne County, Ohio and late in life to Elkhart 
County, Indiana. Ordained as a minister prior to 1855 and served the Wooster congregation (now the 
Oak Grove Mennonite Church).”° 


BOLLER, GEORGE BENJAMIN, 1864, 1866, 1868, 1870, 1872, 1874. Born Dec. 12, 1828 
Ohio; died May 20, 1883 Noble County, Indiana. Son of George Boller and Elizabeth Zook (1790- 
1847). Married Catherine Zook (Oct. 3, 1830-Oct. 16, 1904), daughter of Gideon Zook (1803-1845) 
and Mary Yoder (1809-1887). Ordained as a deacon in 1857 for the Haw Patch congregation (now 
the Maple Grove Community Church). Served as the first superintendent of the Sunday school at 
Haw Patch and as a member of the committee for Die Allgemeine Lieder-Sammlung (1871).”° 


BORNTREGER, JOSEPH “SEP,” 1864. Born Aug. 4, 1811 Somerset County, Pa.; died April 
5, 1908 Elkhart County, Indiana. Son of John Borntreger (1781-1856) and Barbara Johns (1782- 
1870). Married 1832 Barbara Yoder (April 10, 1811-Oct. 2, 1888), daughter of Christian C. Yoder 
(1790-1846) and Elizabeth Miller (1787-1816). Joseph’s family was one of the first four Amish 
families to settle in Elkhart and Lagrange counties, Indiana. He and his family left Somerset County 
on June 3, 1841 and arrived at Goshen, Indiana on June 29, 1841. On July 20, 1841 he purchased 
land in Clinton Township, Elkhart County, Indiana where the family settled. On Feb. 22, 1852 he 
moved to Newbury Township, Lagrange County, Indiana. Ordained as a deacon in 1839 for the 
congregation near Johnstown, Somerset County, Pa. In Indiana served in the original Clinton 
congregation from 1842-1848; in the Clinton district (which became Old Order Amish after 1854) 
from 1848-1852; and in the Lagrange district (which also became Old Order Amish after 1854) from 
1852-1908.’ 


BORNTREGER, JOSEPH J., 1869, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1878. Born 
Sept. 28, 1830 Somerset County, Pa.; died Nov. 13, 1921 Bloomfield, Montana. Son of John 
Borntreger (1805-1891) and Anna Yoder (1808-1848). Married first March 21, 1852 Elizabeth 
Hershberger (Aug. 22, 1834-Feb. 23, 1881), daughter of Joseph Hershberger (1811-1901) and 
Veronica Miller (1815-1887). Married second Jan. 29, 1882 Barbara Meyer (Nov. 30, 1863-June 16, 
1912), daughter of Joseph Meyer (b. ca. 1830) and Lena Erb. In 1844 moved with his parents to 
Lagrange County, Indiana. In 1883 moved to Lyon County, Kansas; in 1894 to Fauquier County, 
Virginia; in Dec., 1898 to Fayette County, Ill.; and in Sept., 1905 to Dawson County, Montana. 
Ordained as a minister on June 2, 1867 for the Forks Amish Mennonite congregation (now the Forks 
Mennonite Church). On March 25, 1876 he and others organized the Townline Amish Mennonite 
Church (independent until 1912, when it joined the Conservative Amish Mennonite Conference, 
since 1954 the Conservative Mennonite Conference). In 1883 he joined the Old Order Amish and 
served as a minister in the various places where he lived the last 38 years of his life.” 


25. Amish Genealogies, 27, 29, 34, 343, 495, 500; Creative Congregationalism, 63-64; 
“Blough,” HoT (Feb. 15, 1884), 60; letter from Jerold A. Stahly, Richfield Pa., to Steve Estes, 
Chenoa, Ill. (Jan. 16, 1996). 

26. Amish Genealogies, 42, 497, 552; Mennonites in Indiana, 263; “Boller,” HoT (July 1, 1883), 
205. Listed in Proceedings, 1864, as “Christian Z. Boller”; in 1866 as “George Z. Boller”; in 1868, 
1872, 1874 as Georg Z. Boller”; and in 1870 as “G. Z. Boller.” 

27. Amish Genealogies, 39, 40, 274, 498, 508; Settlements That Failed, 406-409; Short Account, 
5-7, 9-10; Mennonites in Indiana, 385; Amish Mennonites in Eastern Elkhart and Lagrange 
Counties, Indiana, 1841-1991 (Goshen, Ind.: The Amish Heritage Committee, 1992), 6-10, 16. 

28. Amish Genealogies, 39, 40, 104, 273, 498; Settlements That Failed, 87, 89, 90, 125, 128, 
262, 266, 471, 472, 474; J. C. Wenger, The Story of the Forks Mennonite Church: A 125th 
Anniversary History (Middlebury, Ind.: Forks Church, 1982), 23; Mennonites in Indiana, 264, 408- 
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BRANDT, CHRISTIAN, 1862, 1865. Born ca. Dec. 26, 1782 canton Bern, Switzerland with 
citizenship rights in Lauperswil, canton Bern; died Dec. 20, 1866 near Smithville, Wayne County, 
Ohio. Son of Jacob Brand and Elsbeth Luti. Married Catharina (ca. 1773-27 Dec. 
1841). Came from Switzerland to Mifflin County, Pa. in 1817 leaving on July 4, 1817 from 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands on the frigate “Francis” and arriving in Philadelphia, Pa. on Oct. 11, 
1817 and to Wayne County, Ohio in 1818. Baptized in the Reformed Church at Signau, canton Bern, 
Switzerland on Jan. 5, 1783; baptized in the Amish church perhaps in 1797. Ordained as a minister 
in canton Bern in ca. 1815. Served as the first minister of the Word for the Wooster congregation 
(now the Oak Grove Mennonite Church) from 1818-1866. As early as Nov. 15, 1855 he discussed 
the idea of “a conference of ministers throughout all America” in a letter stating, “At this time I do 
not feel obliged to issue a call through all America.” 


BRENNEMAN, DANIEL, 1866. Born March 16, 1804 Hof Wohra, Hesse Cassel; died March 
14, 1884 Boynton Township, Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Jacob Brennemann (1764-1848) and 
Anna Guengerich (1768-1842). Married Sept. 26, 1826 Elizabeth Iutzi (Oct. 16, 1804-July 26, 
1879), daughter of Michael Iutzi (1777-1840) and Maria Holly (1783-1853). Came from Hesse 
Cassel to Baltimore, Maryland landing there on July 31, 1832. Spent the winter of 1832 in 
Hamilton, Butler County, Ohio, and in 1833 moved to Turtle Creek Township, Warren County, 
Ohio. In 1854 moved to McLean County, Ill. and in the fall of 1855 to Boynton Township, Tazewell 
County, Ill. Ordained as a minister in Ohio between 1832 and 1854 for the Hessian congregation 
there. In Illinois he was a minister in the Hessian congregation (later the South Danvers Mennonite 
Church, dissolved in 1943).°° 


BURCKY, JOSEPH “JOE,” 1866, 1867, 1869, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1878. Born May 
29, 1836 Seckking, Bavaria; died Aug. 1, 1920 Peru, LaSalle County, Ill. Son of Andrew Burcky 
(1809-1891) and Barbara Eyer (1808-1894). On Feb. 28, 1858 married Jacobine Zimmermann (June 
17, 1838-June 1, 1900), daughter of Michael Zimmermann (1776-1860) and Magdalena Erb (1807- 
1892). Came to Butler County, Ohio in 1839 with his parents and moved to Woodford County, Ill. in 
1840. They settled in Elm Grove Township, Tazewell County, Ill. in 1844. In 1867 moved to 
Bureau County, Ill. Baptized in 1854 at the age of 18 years in the Dillon Creek congregation (later 
the Pleasant Grove Mennonite Church, now part of the First Mennonite Church, Morton). Ordained 
as a minister in 1863 for that congregation, serving until 1867. Ordained as bishop in Dec. 1878 by 


409, 415. 

29. Amish Genealogies, 46; Creative Congregationalism, 15, 21; Bernese Anabaptists, 100, 
129-131, 137-138; Mennonites of Ohio, 347 (which shows that Brant may have been ordained as 
early as 1797, probably a mistake for his baptismal date); “Brandt,” HoT (Jan. 1867), 15; John 
Umble, “The Oak Grove-Pleasant Hill Amish Mennonite Church in Wayne County, Ohio, In the 
Nineteenth Century (1815-1900),” MOR 31 (July 1957), 160-163; quotation from Stoltzfus 
Documents, 39-40, Letter, David Remple Smucker, Akron, Pa. to Steve Estes, Chenoa, Ill., (March 
5, 1996); John Umble, “An Amish Minister’s Manual,” MOR 15 (April 1941), 95-117. 


30. Amish Genealogies, 43-44; Amish Immigrants, 18, 37, 86, 181; Augusta Iutzi Phillips, comp., 
A Brief History of the Daniel Brenneman Families (Hopedale, Ill.: By the author, 1921); Anna 
Brenneman, comp., “Family Record of Jacob Brenneman,” MS 1888, photocopy of the handwritten 
copy made by Loa Oswald Wurmnest in 1910 in the IMA, Metamora, Ill.; information on his 
ministry taken from C. Henry Smith notes of a conversation with Christian Gingerich (1820-1908) in 
1904, probably in preparation for his Mennonites of America (1909), in “Memorandum” Notebook, 
C. Henry Smith Papers, in a box marked “Misc.” in the C. Henry Smith Historical Library, Bluffton, 
Ohio; Mennonites of America, 491-492. 
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John K. Yoder (1824-1906) and Joseph Schlegel (1837-1913) and served the Bureau Creek 
congregation (now the Willow Springs Mennonite Church).*! 


DETWEILER, CHRISTIAN, 1863. Born Feb. 7, 1819 Huntingdon County, Pa.; died June 10, 
1869 Huntingdon County, Pa. Son of Jacob Detweiler (1790-1868) and Elizabeth Hertzler (1795- 
1846). Married on Feb. 5, 1843 Rachel Zook (Oct. 3, 1824-April 7, 1870), daughter of David Zook 
(1788-1870)) and Barbara King (1788-1855). Ordained as a deacon by 1863 for the Upper district of 
the Mifflin County Amish (now the Peachey or Renno Church of the Old Order Amish).?? 


EGLE, CHRISTIAN, 1878. Born Dec. 15, 1822 Lerchenhof, Obermonsheim, Wiirttemberg; 
died Jan. 17, 1892 Waldo Township, Livingston County, Ill. Son of Heinrich Egle (1786-1841) and 
Jakobine Ehrisman (b. 1780). Married Nov. 24, 1850 in Baden to Maria Rediger (March 24, 1824- 
June 6, 1909), daughter of Jakob Rediger (1773-1843) and Jakobina Gingerich (b. 1779). In 1850 
moved to Reit, Vaihigen, Wiirttemberg and in the spring of 1874 left Germany to settle near Eureka, 
Woodford County, Illinois. In March, 1876 moved to Waldo Township, Livingston County, Ill. 
Unknown where or when ordained to the ministry. Served the Gridley Prairie congregation (now the 
Waldo Mennonite Church) when he attended the conference in 1878. On June 12, 1887 he was 
baptized by Joseph Rediger (1826-1904) and joined the Egly Amish congregation in Livingston 
County (now the Salem Evangelical Mennonite Church).** 


EGLI, JOHN, 1871, 1872, 1875, 1878. Born June 16, 1821 at Mondelshof near Ellingen at 
Swatswald, Baden; died Dec. 11, 1907 near Minier, Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Jacob Egli. 
Married Feb. 10, 1850 Magdalena Gascho (July 1826-April 8, 1902), daughter of Joseph Gascho 
(1792-1882) and Magdalena Ingold. In 1822 to Strasbourg, Alsace; in 1847 to Huron County, 
Ontario, Canada; from 1867-1869 and 1871-1886 in Tazewell County, Ill.;, from 1867-1871 in 
McLean County, Ill.; from 1886-1888 at Offerle, Edwards County, Kansas; and from 1888-1907 in 
Tazewell County, Ill. Baptized in 1837. Ordained as a minister in 1861 for the Blake congregation 
(organized 1849; discontinued 1972) in Huron County, Ontario. Served the Delavan Prairie 
congregation (now the Hopedale Mennonite Church) from 1871-1886 and again from 1888-1907. 


31. “Burcky,” GH (1920), 431; Berkey and Reichley, Berkey Book, 272; Burkey, Early Family 
Data, 2; [Burkey], “History of So-cold [sic] Mennonite Amish Church,” 5, 7; Centennial History, 
228; Mennonites of America, 493; Inscriptions, Willow Springs Mennonite Cemetery, Tiskilwa, Ill. 
“Deed Record/51/Bureau County,” 311 shows that Andrew Burcky (1809-1891) was in Tazewell 
County, Ill. on Jan. 20, 1868 when he purchased 185 acres of land in Indiantown Township, Bureau 
County, Ill. Listed in Proceedings, 1866, 1869, 1872 as “Joseph Burkey”; in 1867, 1870, 1871, 
1873, 1874 as “Joseph Burky”; and in 1878 as “Joseph Birkey.” 


32. Mifflin County Amish, 119-120, 372; Amish Genealogies, 63, 64, 549, 553; Hartzler Family, 
346; Lois Ann Zook, Only a Twig: A Branch of the Zugs/Zooks From Pa. (Strasburg, Pa.: by the 
author, 1979), 32. 


33. Nola Egle Mahaffey, comp., Relative-ly Speaking (Palm Bay, Fla.; by the compiler, 1986), 
2:2, 5; Christian R. Egle, “Brief History of Salem Mennonite Church,” Typescript (May 18, 1925), 
1; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 158-159, 223-224. Christian Egle’s living grandchildren have no 
indication that he was a minister. However, his address as given in the 1878 roster of ministers 
attending from Gridley, McLean County, is consistent with that given for “Eagle, Christian” in The 
History of Livingston County, Illinois (1878). His experience with the Egly Amish is recorded in 
Henry Egly, “A Brief History of My Life,” English translation by Emma Steury, 23 in Henry Egly 
Papers, AMC. Also baptized at this time were his wife and most of his children including a son 
William Egle (1860-1944) who became a founding minister of the Missionary Church Association 
(now part of the Missionary Church) in Berne, Indiana on 29 Aug. 1898. Listed in Proceedings, 
1878 as “Christian Egli, Gridley, McLean County, III.” 


34. Delmar Oswald, The Tribe of Joseph Egli (1969); John Egli Family Group Record # F5 118 
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EGLY, CHRISTIAN, 1865. Born 1805 Mulhouse, Alsace, France; died 1889 Walnut Twp., 
Reno County, Kansas. Married Marie Hilty (born March 31, 1811, Normanvillars, near Florimont, 
France; died between Aug. 20, 1870 and June 21, 1880, Springfield Twp., Allen County, Indiana), 
daughter of Joseph Hilty (1741-1836) and Catharina Schadd (1782/8-1851) and the widow of Pierre 
Suter (ca. 1802-1837). Came from Illzach, Haut-Rhin, France where he applied for emigration with 
his family on March 14, 1856. Left Le Havre on the ship “Rattler” arriving in New York on May 21, 
1856. By July 6, 1860 he was living in Green Twp., Wayne County, Ohio where he was a laborer. 
Ordained as a minister in 1862 by Levi Miller (1799-1884) from Holmes County, Ohio for a 
congregation of traditional Amish in Wayne County, Ohio which withdrew from the Wooster 
congregation (now the Oak Grove Mennonite Church) because of the building of the meetinghouse. 
The congregation reunited with the Wooster congregation after 1865 and before 1870. Egly’s 
ministry apparently discontinued at that time. By Aug. 20, 1870 Christian Egly lived in Springfield 
Twp., Allen County, Indiana where he became an early member of the Amish Mennonite 
congregation there (formed 1861; now the Leo Mennonite Church). On Oct. 29, 1880 he applied for 
American citizenship in Allen County, Indiana. Probably after the death of a daughter in Allen 
County, Indiana in 1886 he moved to Reno County, Kansas to live near other family members.” 


EGLY, HENRY, 1865. Born April 5, 1824 Baden; died June 23, 1890 Adams County, Indiana. 
Son of Abraham Egle (1797-1872) and Magdalena Reber (d. 1834). Married Aug. 3, 1848 Katherine 
Goldsmith (June 15, 1827-Feb. 27, 1905), daughter of Jacob Goldsmith and Catherine Schlatter (ca. 
1791-1878). Came to America April 5, 1837 settling in Butler County, Ohio in Aug., 1837. Arrived 
in Adams County, Indiana Aug. 24, 1850. Baptized as a member of the Augspurger congregation in 


7942, courtesy of Alosia Carlson, Salt Lake City, Utah; “Egli,” HoT (June 15, 1902), 190; “Egli,” 
HoT (Dec. 26, 1907), 484; “Egli,” GW (Jan. 22, 1908), 687; Gascho, Gascho Story, 12; Amish of 
Canada, 206; South Central, 173; “Egli” CE (Oct. 1944), 240. 


35. The ministry of Christian Egly is attested to in John Umble, “The Oak Grove-Pleasant Hill 
Amish Mennonite Church in Wayne County, Ohio in the Nineteenth Century (1815-1900),” MOR 31 
(July 1957), 172-173; Creative Congregationalism, 42, 84; Stoltzfus Documents, 102. The Federal 
Population Census, Green Township, Wayne County, Ohio, 6 July 1860, 63, #863/882, lines 20-22 
which lists him as “Christian Eagly.” This census record courtesy of Lloyd K. Vandersall, Wayne 
County Genealogical Society, Wooster, Ohio. For Christian Egly in Allen County, Indiana see the 
Federal Population Census, Springfield Twp., Allen County, Indiana, Aug. 20, 1870, 34, #273/273, 
lines 27-32 and the Federal Population Census, Springield Tw, Allen County, Indiana 21 and 22 
June 1880, 34, #261/262, lines 49-50. This 1880 census gives his birthplace and the birthplace of his 
parents as Baden. His position as an active member of the Amish Mennonite congregation (now the 
Leo Mennonite Church) in Allen County, Indiana is indicated in Ira S. Johns, J. S. Hartzler, and 
Amos O. Hostetler, Minutes of the Indiana-Michigan Mennonite Conference, 1864-1929 (Scottdale, 
Pa.: MPH, [1930]), 220 where “Christ Egly” is listed as among “some of the first families” in the 
church and in Proceedings, 1872, 11-12 where he is a signatory to a letter presented to the 
conference that year. The birth and death years for Christian Egly are taken from Corrine Latta 
Afton, “Sterling, Kansas Mennonite Cemetary,” MH (March 1984), 3. It is unknown if his burial in a 
cemetary of an Evangelical Mennonite Church means that he had joined that church. Approximate 
birthdates indicated in census and other records indicate birth years from ca. 1805-ca.1810. This 
biography of Christian Egly is based on the genealogical research of Joe Springer, David Habegger 
and Neil Ann Stuckey Levine for Jay Norwalk, Alna, Maine. Norwalk researched Christian Egly for 
Gail Zimmerman, Glenda Mosiman, Karlene Donze and Ruth Caldwell, descendants of Egly’s 
daughter Martha “Mattie” Egly Zimmerman (1845-1886). This material was reported in telephone 
conversations with David Habegger on March 30, 1998 and Joe Springer on March 30, 1998 and 
correspondence of March 30, 1998 and April 18, 1998 from David Habegger as well as 
correspondence from Jay Norwalk, May 14, 1998. For a summary of his life see Zimmermann and 
Related Families, 77-84, 124-127. 
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Butler County, Ohio in 1841 by Jacob Augspurger (1786-1846) at the age of seventeen. Ordained as 
a deacon through the lot in Nov., 1850; as a minister on Pentecost Day, 1854 through unanimous 
election; and as a bishop in Jan., 1858 by Levi Miller (1799-1884) and Moses Miller from Holmes 
County, Ohio. In the fall of 1865 the congregation in Adams County divided, with Henry Egly 
leading the congregation of Egly Amish (now the Berne Evangelical Mennonite Church).*° 


EHRISMAN, (JOHANN) JACOB, 1865, 1866. Born Jan. 1806 Hesse; died Aug. 7, 1894 Carroll 
County, Indiana. Son of Johannes Ehresmann and Anna Barbara Fischer. In 1829 married Katherine 
Ehrisman (Aug. 8, 1807-Feb. 28, 1868), a second cousin, the daughter of Christian Ehresmann 
(1778/9-1837) and Elisabeth Egli (d. 1824). Immigrated Aug. 10, 1840 on the brig “Traybe” at 
Boston, Massachusetts. Came to Butler County, Ohio until about 1845 when they moved to Ross 
Township, Clinton County, Indiana. Unknown when and where ordained to the ministry. Served the 
congregation in Clinton County, Indiana which in 1866 joined the Egly movement (later the 
Lafayette Evangelical Mennonite Church). According to his “A Brief History,” Henry Egly visited 
the Clinton County congregation for the first time in 1867. However, in a letter of Feb. 6, 1866 to 
Bishop John K. Yoder, Egly includes the Clinton County congregation among the four 
congregations which “are in agreement to keep house” (administer discipline) together. This letter 
appears in Part II as Doc. 10.°’ 


EICHER, BENJAMIN, 1865, 1866, 1874. Born March 10, 1832 Pulversheim, Alsace; died Dec. 
7, 1893 near Noble, Washington County, Iowa. Son of Hans Eicher (1781-1858) and Margarette 
Conrad (1786-1856/7). Married Dec. 13, 1855 Lydia Sommer (June 9, 1838-Nov. 17, 1905), 
daughter of Joseph Sommer (1806-1888) and Elizabeth Miller (1809-1874). In 1849 came to Wayne 
County, Ohio and in 1853 to Washington County, Iowa. Ordained as a minister in the fall of 1862 at 
the organization of the Washington County congregation (now the Eicher Emanuel Mennonite 
Church). Ordained as a bishop on Oct. 28, 1866 by Joseph Stuckey (1826-1902). In 1893 he and 
the congregation joined the General Conference of Mennonites of North America (now the General 
Conference Mennonite Church).*® 


ENGEL, JOHN, 1871. Born May 22, 1801 Jambrot estate, Lagarde, Lorraine; died March 14, 
1888 near Panola, Woodford County, Ill. Son of Christian Engel (ca. 1764-1838), the first Amish 
bishop active west of Ohio, and Barbara Brunner (1769--1852). Married July 16, 1839 Barbara 
Detweiler (1813-June 10, 1874), daughter of Christian Detweiler (1761-1831) and Catherine Schertz 
(1782-1838). In 1829 came to Lancaster County, Pa. for six months and then went to Butler County, 
Ohio. In 1830 made a walking tour to Illinois and Iowa and in Aug., 1831 came from Butler County 


36. Mahaffey, Relatively Speaking, 2, 7, 153; Egly, “A Brief History of My life”; David N. 
Claudon and Katheryn E. Claudon, The Life of Bishop Henry Egly [1947], 11; Mennonites of Butler 
County, 38,40; Amish Genealogies, 98; Albert and Anna S. Egly, comp., Egly Family Record: 
Chronology of the Descendants of Henry Egly, 1828-1958 (Fort Wayne, Ind.: the compilers, [1958]). 
A discussion of Henry Egly’s theology can be found in Keeping Salvation Ethical with a listing of 
his writings on 302-303. 

37. Amish Immigrants, 52; Settlements That Failed, 95; Letter, Neil Ann Stuckey Levine, 
Princeton, NJ to Steven Estes, Chenoa, Ill. (Nov. 6, 1998). 


38. Eicher’s name does not appear on the register for the 1874 minutes. See Part II, Doc. 22 for 
an explanation of his participation in the conference of that year. Von Gail Hamilton, Eicher Name 
in America, 108-111, 117; Ruth V. Neese, Eicher Genealogy, 17xx-1964, Amish Genealogies, 443; 
H. Krehbiel, The History of the General Conference of Mennonites of North America (Canton, Ohio: 
by the author, 1898), 465; Mennonites in Iowa, 102-103, 106-112. One of his early published 
writings on the union of “Omish Mennonites” and Mennonites was B[enjamin] E[icher], “Beloved in 
Christ,” HoT (May 1865), 35-36. 
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to Illinois and settled near Metamora. In 1865 he moved to the prairie east of Metamora and by 1871 
was living in Panola Township, Woodford County, Ill. Baptized in 1818 in Lorraine. Ordained as a 
minister prior to 1871 and at that time apparently was serving in the Gridley Prairie congregation 
(now the Waldo Mennonite Church).*? 


ESCH, CHRISTIAN, 1875, 1878. Born Aug. 26, 1818 Dorsterhof, Lorraine; died May 25, 1882, 
Worth Township, Woodford County, Ill. Son of Christian Esch (1788-1824) and Magdalena 
Nafziger (d. 1824). Married Aug. 20, 1846 Anna Garber (Aug. 10, 1827-May 17, 1898), daughter of 
Peter Garber (1794-1857) and Magdalena Gingerich (1795-1848). After he was orphaned lived with 
a Guengerich family until 1837 when he came to Illinois with the family of his cousin John Nafziger 
(1802-1856) after landing in New Orleans, Louisiana from Havre on the ship “Marengo” on Nov. 
25, 1837. Lived near Pekin, Tazewell County, Ill. until 1841 when he moved to Worth Township. In 
1852 he was ordained as a minister for the Partridge Creek congregation (now the Metamora 
Mennonite Church) and in 1867 he was ordained as a bishop.“ 


ESCH, JOHN, 1862, 1863, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1868, 1870, 1872, 1873, 1876. Born March 21, 
1807, Mifflin County, Pa.; died Feb. 28, 1879 Juniata County, Pa. Son of Christian Esch (ca. 1778- 
1830) and Mary Zug (1786-1844). Married Dec. 27, 1831 Leah Yoder (Nov. 9, 1811-July 6, 1888), 
daughter of Yost Yoder (1775-1849) and Sarah Yoder (1776-1844). In 1808 moved with his parents 
to Juniata County, Pa.; returned to Mifflin County, Pa. first to the lower river settlement in 1816 and 
then to the upper river settlement in 1824. In 1832 he moved to Brown Township, Mifflin County, 
Pa., and in 1840 to Juniata County, Pa. Ordained as a minister for the Tuscarora Valley congregation 
(organized 1836 and discontinued 1900) after 1840 and then as bishop, perhaps ordained in 1851.*! 


FARNI, CHRISTIAN, 1864. Born May 15, 1800 Bisping, Meurthe, France; died April 1, 1882 
Butler County, Kansas. Son of Joseph Farni (1748-1800) and Anne Riser (1759-1808). Married first 
[Nancy?] Yoder (b. France; d. ca. 1839). Married second June 14, 1840 Magdalena Strubhar (Feb. 
22, 1800-Jan. 31, 1883), daughter of Peter Strubhar (1770-1835) and Magdalena Ebersole. 
Immigrated in 1824 to Lancaster County, Pa.; in 1826 to Wilmont Township, Waterloo County, 
Ontario; in 1834 to Montgomery Township, Woodford County, Ill.; in 1876 to Butler County, 
Kansas. Ordained as a minister in 1829 in Ontario for the Wilmot congregation. In Illinois served as 
minister for the Partridge Creek congregation (now the Metamora Mennonite Church), 1834-ca. 
1838; from ca. 1838 ministered in the Mackinaw Meeting (now the Roanoke Mennonite Church and 
the First Mennonite Church, Morton, Ill.). During the Panic of 1857 became involved in a financial 
scandal and various court cases. Sometime between 1866 and 1872 no longer served as a minister. 


39. Estes, Christian Engel, 19-20, 31-34, 79-80; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 151; “Family 
Register” in Bible of John and Barbara (Detweiler) Engel in possession of Geraldine Summer, 
Washington, Ill. 


40. Steven R. Estes, Living Stones, A History of the Metamora Mennonite Church (Metamora, 
Ill.: Metamora Mennonite Church, 1984), 79-80; Herman Guth, “The Oeschs From Wahlerhof,” 
MFH (April 1989), 44-47; ship passenger list courtesy of Doris Borthwick, Albion, Mich.; Elta 
Yoder Ehret, comp., Peter Schertz Family (Goshen, Ind.: by the compiler, 1977); Woodford County 
Marriages, 11; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 219; Mennonites of America, 489; Centennial 
History, 604; a note in the C. Henry Smith Papers states that he was ordained as a bishop at the same 
time as Joseph Bachman (1826-1897). A book of Esch’s sermons may be found in the IMA. 


41. Amish Genealogies, 69, 72, 432, 493, 494, 495, 496, 500, 514, 551; Settlements That Failed, 
430-434; S. Duane Kauffman, Perkasie, Pa., letter to Steve Estes, Chenoa, Ill. (Aug. 23, 1995); 
“Esh,” HoT (April, 1879), 77. Listed in Proceedings, 1862, 1863, 1865, 1866, 1868 as “John Esch”; 
in 1864 as “John Ehsch”; and in 1870, 1872, 1873, 1876, as “Johannes Esch.” 
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He joined the Rock Creek congregation (now the North Danvers Mennonite Church), but did not 
serve there as a minister.*” 


FREY, JOSEPH, 1873. Born April 12, 1804 Montebeliard; died Oct. 7, 1877 Logan County, 
Ohio. Son of Joseph Frey (b. 1760) and Catherine Meyer (b. 1779). Married 1836 Mary Stucky (b. 
1817), daughter of Jaques Stucki (b. 1775) and Freni Kauffman. They lived on the farm in Charmot, 
France. In 1853 the family came to New York and in 1858 to Stark County, Ohio. In this move he 
walked and his wife and children rode in a spring wagon. Lived with his son Joseph Frey (1847- 
1917) following the latter’s marriage in 1871. In 1872 they moved to Wayne County, Ohio and in 
1875 to Logan County, Ohio. Baptized on March 29, 1820 in the Montbeliard congregation, and 
ordained as a minister there in 1836. In America he was a minister in the Buchenland congregation 
(now the Beech Mennonite Church) from 1858-1872; in the Wooster congregation (now the Oak 
Grove Mennonite Church) from 1872-1875; and in the North district (now the South Union 
Mennonite Church) from 1875-1877.* 


FREYENBERGER, CHRISTIAN, 1876. Born May 21, 1841 Alsace; died July 28, 1910 Fulton 
County, Ohio. Son of Joseph Freyenberger (b. 1807) and Elizabeth Rupp (ca. 1814-ca. 1850). 
Married April 3, 1862 Catherine Frey (July 6, 1835-July 15, 1911), daughter of Jacob Frey (1800- 
1862) and Mary Graber (1803-1865). Left Alsace on March 30, 1858 and arrived in Fulton County, 
Ohio in June, 1858. Ordained as a minister for the Fulton County congregation (now the Central 
Mennonite Church) on May 13, 1872. In 1878 he was in the lot for bishop, but was not chosen.* 


GARBER, CHRISTIAN, 1866, 1871. Born Feb. 2, 1814 Gensburg, Alsace; died July 21, 1877, 
Washington Township, Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Nicholaus Gerber (ca. 1772-1840) and 
Magdalena Bacher (ca. 1779-1840). Married March 24, 1842 Catherine Nafziger (June 2, 1818-Oct. 
8, 1876), daughter of Christian Nafziger (1775-1829) and Catherine Maurer (1780-1845). Came to 
America and Illinois in 1840 after arriving from Havre in the ship “Marcia Cleaves” in New Orleans, 
Lousiana on June 26, 1840. Ordained for the Partridge Creek congregation (now the Metamora 


42. Correspondence from Lois Marie Lewis, Mesa, Ariz., 1985, great-great granddaughter of 
Christian Farni; John M. Byler, “From Waldeck to America in 1820 With an Emphasis on the Kempf 
Family,” MFH (Oct. 1992), 158; Correspondence from Terry A. Bowen, Glenwood Springs, Colo. 
(Nov. 7, 1985) concerning the Strubhar, Farni, and other families; Untitled notes on the Farni family 
in the possession of Ardys Serpette, Bloomington, Ill.; [North Danvers Mennonite Church Record, 
1872-1883], 56; Amish of Canada, 204. For accounts of Farni’s financial difficulties see Steve Nolt, 
“Amish Mennonites and the U. S. Supreme Court: 110 Years Before Yoder,” MHB (July 1995), 1-4; 
Steven M. Nolt, “The Rise and Fall of an Amish Distillery: Economic Networks and Entrepreneurial 
Risk on the Illinois Frontier,” JMH (Sept. 1995), 45, 53-63 and (Dec. 1995), 65, 75-79 and Steven 
M. Nolt, “Christian Farni and Abraham Lincoln: Legal Advice and The Election of 1860,” /MH 
(March, 1996), 1, 13-14. Listed in Proceedings, 1864 as “Ch. Forney, Forneysville, Woodford 
County, III.” 

43. “Frey,” HoT (Nov. 1877), 181; “Obituary,” GH (May 31, 1917), 159; David L. Habegger, 
“Five Generations of Freys From Rothenbach, Switzerland,” MFH (April 1991), 63-65; “Family 
Chart: Janet Gundy,” 1985, 1, in possession of Myrna L. Park, Normal, IIl.; Telephone interview, 
David Habegger (July 25, 1997). 


44. Mennonites of Ohio, 353; Out of the Wilderness, 200; Karen Ruth, Mennonites of 
Northwestern Ohio, 1834-1984 ([Archbold, Ohio]: Central Mennonite Church, 1984), 53; Habegger, 
“Five Generations of Freys,” MFH, 64-65; Allen E Rupp, Descendants of Johannes Rupp (Mariette, 
Ohio: By the Author, 1976], 79-80, 82-83, 189; “Freyenberger,” GH (Aug. 4, 1910), 287; Richard 
Family, 44. 
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Mennonite Church) as a minister prior to 1866, perhaps in 1857 by Jonathan Yoder (1795-1869), 
and served there until his death.” 


GASCHO, JOHN, 1865. Born Feb. 21, 1830 Somerset County, Pa.; died Dec. 13, 1909 
Waterloo County, Ontario. Son of Christian Gascho (1797-1870) and Christina Petersheim (1806- 
1882). Married first Barbara Erb (July 13, 1831-Aug. 6, 1876) on Sept. 21, 1852, daughter of John 
Erb (1796-1865) and Veronica Schwartzendruber (1804-1863). Married second Oct. 7, 1876 
Barbara Erb (Feb. 2, 1835-1932), daughter of Christian Erb (1792-1875)and Elizabeth Schultz (ca. 
1811-1873). Came from Somerset County, Pa. to Wilmot Township, Waterloo County, Ontario in 
1848. Ordained as a deacon in 1854 and as a bishop in 1872 for the Wilmot congregation (organized 
in 1824).* 


GASCHO, JOSEPH, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875. Born Dec. 14, 1841 Woodford County, Ill.; died 
Feb. 1, 1902 near Milford, Seward County, Neb. Son of John Gascho (1808-1870) and Magdalena 
von Gundy (1810-1884). Married March 14, 1868 Mary Burkey (Dec. 28, 1850-Dec. 25, 1938), 
daughter of Joseph Birkey (1816-1902) and Barbara Eigsti (1827-1911). Moved from Woodford 
County, Ill. to Livingston County, Ill. in 1864 and then to Seward County, Neb., arriving near 
Milford on Feb. 4, 1878. Ordained as a minister in 1872 for the Gridley Prairie congregation (now 
the Waldo Mennonite Church) and served until 1878. Served as minister for the Fairview 
congregation (organized March 26, 1876, now the East Fairview Mennonite Church) from 1878- 
1902.* 


GERBER, WILLIAM, 1862, 1867, 1869. Born June 24, 1809 Somerset County, Pa.; died Aug. 
25, 1882 Holmes County, Ohio. Son of Abraham Gerber (1769-1840) and Magdalena Yoder (1771- 
1850). Married Catherine [Mishler] (1814-1882), probably the daughter of Peter Mishler (1791- 
1876) and Susanna Berkey (b. ca. 1790). By 1818 came to Holmes County, Ohio with his parents. 
Ordained as a minister between ca. 1847 and 1853 and served the Walnut Creek congregation (now 
the Walnut Creek Mennonite Church) until his death.*® 


45. Mrs. Emil Wurmnest, comp., Family Tree of Christian and Catherine (Nafziger) Garber 
(1941), n.; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 157, 203; ship passenger list courtesy of Doris 
Borthwick, Albion, Mich.; Centennial History, 199. A note in the C. Henry Smith Papers states that 
Jonathan Yoder went to Partridge Creek to “make preachers” and discovered the congregation 
already had 14 ministers. This seems to have been in 1857 according to the known ministers of the 
Partridge Creek congregation. This may have been when Christian Garber was ordained. In Estes, 
Living Stones, 50, 83, 90, 150, 324 this minister is identified as Christian Garber (1814-1893), a 
nephew of Christian Garber (1814-1877). However, Christian Garber (1814-1893) lived in Worth 
Township, Woodford County and the attendance registers for the 1866 and 1871 conferences 
indicate that the Christian Garber attending those conferences resided in Washington Township, 
Tazewell County, Ill. The only known Christian Garber living in Washington Township, Tazewell 
County, Ill. in those years was Christian Garber (1814-1877). 


46. Amish of Canada, 204; Amish Genealogies, 96, 448; Amish Immigrants, 123, 153; “Early 
Disciplines,” 98; Gascho, Gascho Story, 12; Lorraine Roth, Waterloo, Ont., letter to Steve Estes, 
Chenoa, Ill. (Aug. 24, 1995). 


47. Gascho, Gascho Story, 9, 11-13; Amish Genealogies, 96; Ardys Serpette, Emery Eigsti, and 
Book H, 296; Stalter, Mennonites of Waldo, 4; Mennonites in Illinois, 552; Paul Hershberger, “From 
Nebraska,” HoT (Jan. 1878), 12; Eldon Hostetler, Milford, Neb. to Steve Estes, Chenoa, Ill. (Sept. 
12, 1995); “Gascho,” HoT (March 1, 1902), 77; Milford Mennonite Experience, 126. 


48. Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 38; Amish Genealogies, 84, 85, 88, 262; Stoltzfus Documents, 
42; “Gerber,” HoT (June 15, 1882), 190. 
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GERIG, ANDREW, 1864. Born ca. 1815 France; died June 13, 1890. Son of Joseph Gerig 
(1786-1873). Married Elizabeth (ca. 1827-25 March 1899), born in France. Came to 
Indiana between 1849 and 1855 and lived in Cedar Creek Township, Allen County, Indiana. 
Ordained as a minister, probably in France, and served the Amish congregation in Allen County. In 
1866 he went with the portion of the congregation that joined the Egly Amish (now the Grabill 
Evangelical Mennonite Church).* 


GERIG, JOSEPH, 1864, 1865. Born Dec. 23, 1824 Alsace, France: died Aug. 3, 1892 Allen 
County, Indiana. Son of Joseph Gerig (1786-1873) and Elizabeth Tehanz [Tschantz?] (d. 1824). 
Married 1848 Maria Anna Schlatter (ca. Aug. 12, 1823-March 2, 1901), probably the daughter of 
Christian (born ca. 1797) and Catherine (born ca. 1797) Schlatter. Came to the United States from 
Havre on the ship “S. M. Fox” arriving in New York on Nov. 10, 1852 and to Allen County, Indiana 
in 1854. Ordained as a bishop in France ca. 1850. Served the Allen County congregation as a bishop 
from 1854-1866 when he joined the Egly Amish and led the congregation now known as the Grabill 
Evangelical Mennonite Church until his death.°° 


GERIG, SEBASTIAN, 1873, 1874. Born May 27, 1838 Pfastatt, Alsace; died April 3, 1924 
Wayland, Iowa. Son of Jacob Gerig (1794-1851) and Elizabeth Zimmerman (1796-1848). Married 
Sept. 11, 1864 Magdalene Goldsmith (Jan. 22, 1847-Sept. 8, 1931), daughter of Joseph Goldsmith 
(1796-1876) and Elizabeth Swartzendruber (1807-1900). In April 1856 came from Alsace to Baden, 
Ontario for a few weeks, then to Davis County (and also Lee County), Iowa; from 1862-1864 lived 
in Wayne County, Ohio; in 1864 moved to Henry County, Iowa; in 1903 moved to Wayland, Iowa. 
Baptized in April 1856 at seventeen years of age in the Pulversheim congregation in Alsace, he was 
ordained as a preacher in 1869 for the Henry County congregation (now the Sugar Creek Mennonite 
Churdh near Wayland, Iowa). Ordained as bishop for that congregation in 1879.°! 


GINGERICH, CHRISTIAN, 1866. Born Oct. 28, 1820 Andenacht, Hesse-Darmstadt; died June 
20, 1908 Danvers Township Township, McLean County, Ill. Son of Michael Gingerich (1789-1854) 
and Barbara Heinemann (1799-1841). Married March 4, 1854 Butler County, Ohio Elizabeth Miller 
(July 27, 1824-Sept. 5, 1865), daughter of John Miller (1783-1859) and Magdalena Eyer (b. 1787). 
Married second Sept. 7, 1866 Catherine Gingerich (July 12, 1844-April 19, 1937). Came from 


49. Mennonites in Indiana, 192-193, 396; William C. Ringenberg, “Development and Division 
in the Mennonite Community in Allen County, Indiana,” MOR 50 (April 1976), 125-126; Alberta 
Minor Flint, comp., A Collection of Cemetery Inscriptions of Allen Co., Indiana (1932), 58; Federal 
Population Census, Cedar Creek Township, Allen County, Indiana, July 13, 1860, 141, #1021/995, 
and June 4, 1880, 199, #22/22; Simon S. Gerig and Noah A. Gerig, comp., The Joseph Gerig Family 
Record, 1824-1955, 5. Wenger, Mennonites in Indiana, says that Andrew Gerig was a brother to 
Joseph Gerig (1824-1892; see below). If so, they were half brothers with Andrew being born to a 
previous wife of Joseph Gerig (1786-1873). R. E. Roth, comp., The John Gerig Family Record, 
1806-1953 (Fort Wayne, Ind.: by the compiler, 1953), 7, provides the vital statistics for the family of 
John Gerig (1806-1859) and Magdalena Ruby (1806-1876) married in 1829. Gerig and Gerig, 
Joseph Gerig, 54 says that John Gerig (1806-1859) was a brother to Joseph Gerig (1824-1892). So it 
seems that John Gerig (1806-1859) and Andrew Gerig (ca. 1815-1890) were the sons of Joseph 
Gerig (1786-1873) by a previous wife or wives and were half-brothers to Joseph (1824-1892). 

50. Mennonites in Indiana, 192-193, 396; Gerig and Gerig, Joseph Gerig Family, 5-7; 
Ringenberg, “Allen County,” 122-123, 125-126; Germans to America, 4:157; Flint, Cemetery 
Inscriptions of Allen County, 58. 

51. Melvin Gingerich, “Sebastian Gerig 1838-1924): His Life and Times,” MOR 35 (Oct. 1961), 
297-308; Roy E. Wenger, Benjamin Gerig and Lydia Schrock: Their Lives and Times (n.d.), 
“Benjamin Gerig, A Family Tree”; Olive G. Wise, comp., The Sebastian Gerig Family (Goshen, 
Indiana: Olive G. Wise, 1978), 1-5. Amish Genealogies, 88; “Gerig,” GH (April 17, 1924), 63. 
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Hesse-Darmstadt in the spring of 1850, landing in New Orleans and coming to Butler County, Ohio, 
where he lived with the family of Christian Iutzi (1788-1857) and Maria Sommer (1793-1853) in 
Madison Township. In 1852 went to McLean County, Ill. and worked on a farm by the month, 
returning to Butler County in 1854 to marry. The couple then returned to Ill., settling in Danvers 
Township until moving to Allin Township, McLean County, Ill. in 1865. Ordained as a minister in 
1858 by J. Michael Kistler (1808-1876) and as a bishop in 1863 by John Nafziger (1826-1899) of 
Walnut, Bureau County, Ill. Served the Hessian congregation (later the South Danvers Mennonite 
Church which merged with the North Danvers Mennonite church, Danvers, Ill. in 1943).°2 


GNAGY, JOHN C., [1862], 1864, 1872, 1876. Born April 27, 1817 Somerset County, Pa.; died 
March 27, 1889 Clinton Township, Elkhart County, Indiana. Son of Christian Gnagy (1790-1880) 
and Barbara Blocher (1792-1836). Married in 1837 Magdalena Lehman (Jan. 24, 1818-Dec. 25, 
1875), daughter of David Lehman (1782-1851) and Magdalena Yoder (1791-1876). Married second 
Dec. 28, 1879 Elizabeth Troyer (b. Jan. 21, 1837), daughter of Abraham Troyer (1808-1838) and 
Susanna Mast (1814-1877). Moved to Lawrence County, Pa. in 1852; by 1860 lived in Mahoning 
County, Ohio; and to Clinton Township, Elkhart County, Indiana in 1865. Ordained as a minister in 
ca. 1837 in Somerset County, Pa. In 1856 in Lawrence County, Pa. he led the group forming the 
Neshannock Falls congregation (now the Maple Grove Mennonite Church). In 1865 joined the 
Clinton district (Old Order Amish), Elkhart County, Indiana; in 1879 came into difficulty with the 
church; investigated by a committee of Amish leaders from Daviess County, Indiana; put under the 
ban on May 6, 1880. In 1881 he joined the Clinton Brick Mennonite Church and served there as a 
minister until his death.’ 


GOLDSMITH, JOSEPH, 1862, 1866. Bom March 19, 1796 Tannzapfen-Muhl near 
Rapperswyr, Alsace; died April 26, 1876 near Wayland, Henry County, Iowa. Son of Conrad 
Goldschmidt (1757-1817) and Katherine Koenig (d. 1836). Married Jan. 4, 1824 in Pennsylvania to 
Elizabeth Schwartzendruber (Feb. 17, 1807-Aug. 18, 1900), daughter of [possibly Christian 
Schwartzendruber (b. 1773) and of] Catherine Miller (ca. 1773-1861). Landed at Philadelphia, Pa. on 
June 18, 1819; moved to Waterloo County, Ontario in the early spring of 1824; to Butler County, 
Ohio in 1831; to Lee County, Iowa in Dec., 1846; and to Henry County, Iowa in 1855. Baptized in 
1812 and ordained in 1824 as one of the first two ministers in Waterloo County, Ontario by John 
Stoltzfus (1776-1857). In 1838 ordained as a bishop in Butler County, Ohio by his uncle Benedict 
King of the Collinsville congregation (which had organized in 1835 among Butler County Amish 
who wanted to join neither the Augspurger congregation nor the Hessian congregation when the 
church there split). In lowa served the Lee County congregation as bishop from 1846-1855. While 
there he organized a congregation in Johnson County, Iowa in 1851 (the original congregation for 
Old Order Amish, Conservative Mennonite, and Mennonite Church congregations there presently) 
and a congregation in Henry County in 1852/53 (now the Sugar Creek Mennonite Church). After 
1855 this was his home congregation. As early as 1849 he preached in Jefferson County, Iowa 


52. Central Conference, 203, Mennonites of America, 491-492; Amish Immigrants, 81, 107; 
Amish Mennonites in Germany, 56, 153; “Gingerich,” GH (July 11, 1908), 239; “Gingerich,” CE 
(June 1937), 142; Portrait and Biographical Album of McLean County, Illinois (Chicago: Chapman 
Brothers, 1887), 479; Smith, “Memorandum” Notebook in C. Henry Smith Papers. 


53. Amish Genealogies, 212, 214, 238, 471,; Eugene Ellis Kenaga, Descendants of Johanes 
Gnäge and John Kenege Sr. and Related Families (Midland, Mich.: by the author, 1988), 56-57; 
Mennonites in Indiana, 280-281; Mennonite History, 254; Herbert E. Zook, A History of the Maple 
Grove Mennonite Church (1972), 1-3; Short Account, 13; Luthy letter to Estes (Oct. 17, 1995); 
“Gnagy,” HoT (May 1, 1889), 140. Listed in Proceedings, 1862, 8 as “Johann Knegy”; in the 1864 
register as “John Kanagy”; in 1872 as “Johannes Gnagy”; and in 1876 as “Johannes Kenage.” 








Part III: Biographical Sketches S25 


(which became a part of the Henry County congregation) while from 1854-60 he occasionally 
preached for the settlement in Davis County, Iowa.”® 


GRABER, DANIEL, 1862, 1865. Born June 30, 1797 Clemont, France; died Sept. 22, 1874 
Perry Township, Stark County, Ohio. Son of Peter Graber (1762-1840) and Maria Lichti (1764- 
1840). Married in a civil ceremony on Dec. 26, 1817 at Villars-sous-Dampjoux and in a religious 
ceremony on Jan. 27, 1818 by Martin Conrad to Maria Graber (ca. 1799-Jan. 31, 1869), the daughter 
of Peter Graber (1769-1814 and Katherine Graber (1780-1841). Landed at New York on board the 
ship “Challenge” on May 1, 1854 coming from Havre, France. Settled in Perry Township, Stark 
County, Ohio. Baptized at the same time as his wife on Dec. 13, 1812 by Jacob Conrad in the 
Montbéliard congregation. Ordained as a minister by April 1855 when he was serving in the 
Summers church (also called the Canton church) in Stark County, Ohio.” 


GRABER, JACOB, [1862], 1864, 1865, 1867, 1872. Born May 27, 1821 Mont-Prevoir, France; 
died June 28, 1904 Daviess County, Indiana. Son of Daniel Graber (1779-1858?) and Mary Frey 
(1779-1860). Married Jan. 30, 1848 in Stark County, Ohio Hannah Rich/Reich (March 10, 1831-Jan. 
17, 1916), daughter of Jacob (b. ca. 1794) and Louisa (b. ca. 1789) Rich/Reich. Came to America in 
1836 with his parents arriving in New York from Havre in the ship “Troy” on May 28, 1836. Settled 
in Washington Township, Stark County, Ohio; in Nov. 1852 moved to Allen County, Indiana; in 
1869 moved to Daviess County, Indiana (in 1872 his post office was just across the county line at 
Loogootee, Martin County, Indiana). Ordained as a deacon in Allen County in ca. 1853/4 and 
ordained there as a full deacon prior to 1869.°° 


GRABER, JOHN, 1862, 1864, 1865. Born Sept. 9, 1816 Mont-Pevoir, France; died Oct. 2, 1877 
Daviess County, Indiana. Son of Daniel Graber (1799-1858?) and Mary Frey (1779-1860). Married 


54. Melvin Gingerich, “Historical Introduction,” in Joseph Goldsmith 1796-1876 and His 
Descendants (Kalona, Iowa: John W. Gingerich, 1955), 4-14; Mennonites in Iowa, 22-23, 26, 32; 
Steven R. Estes, “Mary Schwartzendruber Birckelbaw Gundy and Her Husbands,” /MH (Dec., 
1992), 81-83; Simon Gingerich, “Fifty Mennonite Leaders: Joseph Goldschmidt,” GH (May 2, 
1929), 106-107. 


55. Letter from Joe Springer, Goshen, Ind. to Steve Estes, Chenoa, Ill. (Oct. 27, 1995); Richard 
Family, 3-4. On April 11, 1855 Daniel Graber signed a letter with other ministers from the Summers 
church to ministers in the Martin’s Creek congregation in Holmes County, Ohio asking if they and 
other Holmes County ministers could come to their church service on May 6, 1855 “about matters in 
our congregation.—Letter No. 12 (April 11, 1855) in the Samuel Mast Collection, AMC, translated 
by John Umble in 1961. Letter No. 5 (Dec. 19, 1853) in the Samuel Mast Collection, AMC, also 
translated by John Umble in 1961 was signed by a “David Graber.” If this signature should be read 
as “Daniel Graber,” it must be the signature of Daniel Graber (b. 1814), a first cousin to Maria 
Graber (ca. 1799-1869) who came to Stark County, Ohio in 1833 and later moved to Indiana. 


56. Mennonites in Indiana, 192-193, 395-397; Ringenberg, “Allen County,” 123; David Luthy, 
“Early Amish Settlements in Stark County, Ohio,” Family Life (Nov. 1978), 18; Habegger, “Frey,” 
65-66; Graber Immigrants, 21, 156; “Daviess County,” by J[oel] W[agler], ME 2:19-20; Daviess 
County Amish, 15-16, 31-35, 325, 425-430; Federal Population Census, Washington Township, 
Stark County, Ohio (June 28, 1860), 506, #777/759. There is some question as to the ministerial 
offices which Graber held and when. His great-grandson says that family tradition is very strong that 
Jacob Graber was ordained as a bishop from a full deacon. See O. A. Graber, “Gleanings from 
Yesterday,” Die Bothschaft (April 10, 1985), 21. For a discussion of this question see Daviess 
County Amish, 31-35. Jacob Graber’s name is not listed on the ministers’ attendance register in 
1862. However, Proceedings, 1862, 8 indicates his participation on a committee. Listed in 
Proceedings, 1862, 8, and in the registers of 1864 and 1865 as “Jacob Graber”; in 1867 as Jacob 
Grawer”; and in 1872 as “Jakob Graber.” 
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in ca. 1851 Catherine Rich/Reich (ca. 1835-July 4, 1888), daughter of Jacob (b. ca. 1794) and Louisa 
(b. ca. 1789) Rich/Reich. Came to Stark County, Ohio in 1836 with his parents after landing in New 
York on the ship “Troy” from Havre on May 28, 1836 and moved to Allen County, Indiana in Nov., 
1852. Moved to Daviess County, Indiana where he first purchased land on Sept. 13, 1873. Ordained 
as a minister in Allen County shortly after he moved there, perhaps about 1853. Ordained as a 
bishop in Daviess County, Indiana in 1877 and died within four months.” 


GRABER, PETER, 1867, 1869, 1872. Born May 5, 1811 Mont-Prevoir, France; died Jan. 8, 
1896 near Grabill, Allen County, Indiana. Son of Daniel Graber (1779-1858?) and Mary Frey 
(1779-1860). Married June 20, 1839 Anna (or Marieanne) Miller (Feb. 1, 1819-July 6, 1890), 
daughter of Christian Miller (1788/9-1865) and Beibei (Elizabeth or Barbara) Kräyenbül (1788- 
1867). In the spring of 1833 he came to Stark County, Ohio having obtained his passport on Sept. 
24, 1832 and in Nov., 1852 moved to Allen County, Indiana. Ordained as a minister in Stark County, 
Ohio in ca. 1840 (shortly after his marriage) and served the Buchenland congregation (now the 
Beech Mennonite Church). On May 6, 1854 he was ordained as a bishop in Allen County, Indiana 
and served as a leader of the Old Order Amish there. 


GUENGERICH, PETER, 1870, 1871. Born Dec. 17, 1825 Niedersteuzzenhausen, 
Kutzenhausen, Alsace; died Dec. 31, 1898 Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Peter Guengerich (1792- 
1863) and Madeleine Gerber. Married on Feb. 8, 1859 Catherine “Katie” Nafziger (Dec. 1, 1835- 
May 27, 1914), daughter of John Nafziger (1802-1856) and Anna Gerber (1809-1885). Ordained in 
Nov. 1868 by Joseph Stuckey (1826-1902) as a minister for the Washington Prairie congregation 
(now the Calvary Mennonite Church) in Tazewell County, Ill. and began preaching in 1869. In the 
summer of 1880 he affiliated with the Partridge Creek congregation (now the Metamora Mennonite 
Church) where he served as a minister.” 


VON GUNDEN, JOHN, 1871, 1874, 1875, 1878. Born Jan. 4, 1827 supposedly in the yard of 
the palace of the king of Bavaria; died Nov. 16, 1906 Johnson County, Iowa. Son of John Von 
Gunden (ca. 1792-1865). Married on Jan. 16, 1848 in Butler County, Ohio to Catherine Peterschmidt 
(May 8, 1824-Oct. 24, 1898), daughter of John Peterschmidt (b. 1794) and Christina Schwartz (b. 
1790). In 1834 came with father and siblings from Baden to Pennsylvania, then to Wayne County, 
Ohio and then on to Fulton County, Ohio. They soon moved to Butler County, Ohio and in March, 
1851 to Lee County, Iowa. In 1852 moved to Henry County, Iowa and in 1888 to near Kalona, 


57. Mennonites in Indiana, 192-193, 395-397; Ringenberg, “Allen County,” 123; Habegger, 
“Frey,” 65-66; Graber Immigrants, 125-126, 415; Daviess County Amish, 16, 37, 40, 43, 164, 165, 
326; Federal Population Census, Milan Township, Allen County, Ind., July 17, 1860, 391,# 
1112/1083; Federal Population Census, Washington Township, Stark County, Ohio, June 28, 1860, 
506, #777/759. 


58. Mennonites in Indiana, 192-193, 395-396; Ringenberg, “Allen County,” 123; Luthy, “Stark 
County,” 18; Habegger, “Frey,” 65-66; Graber Immigrants, 85, 86, 87, 90, 135; Raber, Descendants 
of Jacob Krabill, 2; Yoder, Beech, 35-36; Daviess County Amish, 32-33, 324, 326-330; Richard 
Family, 7. Listed in Proceedings, 1867 as “Peter Grawer”; and in 1869 and 1872 as “Peter Graber.” 


59. “Pre. Peter Gingerich,” HoT (Feb. 1, 1899), 45; “Gingerich,” GH (Sept. 10, 1914); Woodford 
County Marriages, 14; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 162; Emile Kinsinger, comp., Family Tree of 
John and Anna (Gerber) Nafziger (Washington, Ill.: By the compiler, 1939); Valentine Strubhar, “A 
Condensed History of the East Washington Mennonite Church Now Known As The Calvary 
Mennonite Church of Washington, Illinois,’ Mimeographed Typescript (April 29, 1940), [2]. For a 
description of Guengerich’s ministry at the Partridge Creek congregation see C. Henry Smith, 
Mennonite Country Boy: the Early Years of C. Henry Smith, Mennonite Historical Series, no. 7 
(Newton, Kansas: Faith and Life Press, 1962), 128. 
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Johnson County, Iowa. Ordained as a minister in 1860 for the Trenton congregation (now the Sugar 
Creek Mennonite Church). 


GUTH, PETER, 1866, 1871, 1875, 1878. Born March 3, 1806 on the Ransbrunnerhof near 
Eppenbrunn, the Palatinate; died June 22, 1886 Washington Township, Tazewell County, Ill. Son of 
Johannes Guth (1773-1828) and Anna Christner. Married Susanna Oyer (April 4, 1809-Dec. 12, 
1888), daughter of Jacob Oyer (ca. 1778-1855) and Susanne Schertz (ca. 1780-1829). Immigrated 
from the Palatinate on “DeRham” which landed at New York on Dec. 21, 1830. Settled in Butler 
County, Ohio and moved to Illinois in 1833. Ordained as a decaon by 1866 for the “Busche Gemein” 
(now the Groveland Evangelical Mennonite Church). When that congregation joined the “Egly 
Amish“ in 1868, he affilaited with the Washington Prairie congregation (now the Calvary Mennonite 
Church). When that congregation became “Stuckey Amish” in 1872 he joined the Dillon Creek 
congregation (now part of the First Mennonite Church, Morton, 111.).°' 


HARTZ, MOSES, 1868. Born Dec. 23, 1819 near Alleghenyville, Berks County, Pa.; died May 
17, 1916 Berks County, Pa. Son of Jacob and Margaretha Gebhart Hartz. Married Dec. 25, 1849 
Magdalena Nafziger (April 28, 1821-March 3, 1901), daughter of Peter Nafziger (1790-1827) and 
Jacobina Schwartzentruber (1793-1869). Orphaned at four years of age, he lived in a foster home 
until 1838 when he began working for David Mast (1798-1869) as a teamster. Baptized as a 
Lutheran in his infancy, he received Amish baptism and joined the Conestoga district. In 1855 he 
was ordained as a minister for the Lower Pequea district; in 1858 moved and served the Conestoga 
district. On March 8-9, 1877, because of a crisis in the congregation, a special two-day conference 
was held in his home. In the division which followed (summer of 1877) he went with the Old Order 
part of the congregation who wanted to remain under the the leadership of Bishop Christian Umble 
(1809-1896) of the Lower Pequea district. He preached until the fall of 1895 and was silenced on 
Feb. 23, 1896, because he refused to shun his son. On June 14, 1896 he was received into the 
Conestoga Amish Mennonite. congregation (now the Conestoga Mennonite Church) and was 
excommunicated and shunned by the Old Order Amish. Then in the fall of 1896 the Amish 
Mennonite congregation reconsidered his membership in an attempt to keep peace with Old Order 
Amish, but he made confession and was received back into membership on April 14, 1897.° 


60. Vera Sakemiller Root, The Jacob and Magdalena Kinsinger Gundy Family (1982), G-10, G- 
11; Mennonites in Iowa, 54, 97, 102, 106, 109; Amish Immigrants, 32; Estes, “Mary Gundy,” 81-83. 
Information on the Peterschmidt family comes from Mennonites in Iowa, 56; “Death of Rev. 
Schmidt: Passing of This Saintly Old Man Was Peaceful and Painless,” notice in the possession of 
his great-granddaughter, Ruth Slagell, Normal, Ill.; “Mrs. Barbara Salzman,” CE (Feb. 1916), 77-78; 
V. Gordon Oyer, “Nineteenth Century Amish Folk Medicine in Alsace-Lorraine,” /MH (Dec. 1990), 
74; Peterschmidt genealogical information in the possession of Verle and Margaret Oyer, Gibson 
City, Ill., including material from Willy Peterschmidt of France; “Von Gunden,” HoT (Dec. 1, 1898), 
365; “Von Gunden,” HoT (Nov. 29, 1906), 479-480 states that John von Gunden was born in Baden; 
Neil Anne Stuckey Levine, “Catherine Stucky Frey Yoder (1810-1881): Part II, Her Years Before 
Marriage and Old World Stucky Ancestry,” JMH (March 1992), 20-21, 25. 


61. “Guth,” HoT (July 15, 1886), 223; “Good,” HoT (Feb. 1, 1889), 44; Jean Chapman, History 
of Peter and Susanne Guth (Morton, Ill.: By the author, 1977), 1-3; Hermann Guth “The Guths at the 
Freudenbergerhof Estate,” MFH (July, 1989), 91-92; Mennonites of America, 498; Verl C. Oyer and 
V. Gordon Oyer, “Amish Emigration Through Le Havre: Two Oct. 1830 Departures,” JMH (March 
1992), 9; birth certificate of Peter Guth submitted by Donald W. Roth, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

62. J. Lemar and Lois Anne Mast, As Long as Wood Grows and Water Flows: A History of the 
Conestoga Mennonite Church (Morgantown, Pa.: Conestoga Mennonite Church, 1982), 37-39, 47, 
55-62, 83-87, 260; Diener Register, 9, 11, 19; Tradition, 110, 171, 210, 267-272; Amish Mennonites 
in Germany, 211; “Hartz,” GH (June 1, 1916), 168. 
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HARTZLER, DAVID F. 1863, 1864, 1867, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873. Born Aug. 4, 1816 Mifflin 
County, Pensylvania; died Jan. 14, 1889 Logan County, Ohio. Son of David Hartzler (1768-1855) 
and Mary Yoder (1771-1826). Married on Dec. 2, 1841 Barbara Yoder (May 19, 1822-Feb. 26, 
1884), daughter of Jacob Yoder (d. 1849) and Anna Detweiler (b. 1800). Following marriage moved 
from Mifflin County, Pa. to Fairfield County, Ohio and then to Indiana between 1852 and 1855. 
After his ordination in 1848, served as a minister in the Haw Patch congregation (now the Maple 
Grove Community Church) until ca. 1874, when he moved to Logan County, Ohio and ministered in 
the North Salem congregation (organized ca. 1874; discontinued 1906).°° 


HARTZLER, JOHN, 1863, 1864, 1867, 1868, 1873. Born Nov. 2, 1815 Mifflin County, Pa.; 
died Oct. 1, 1888 Mifflin County Pa. Son of Yost Hartzler (1791-1843) and Elizabeth Byler (1792- 
1884). Married on Dec. 24, 1842 Leah Zook (Sept. 19, 1820-March 30, 1899), daughter of Solomon 
Zook (1794-1863) and Leah Sharp (1796-1832). Ordained as a minister in ca. 1858 in the Middle 
district (now the Maple Grove Community Church and the Allensville Mennonite Church) of the 
Kishacoquillas Valley Amish.“ 


HEADINGS, SAMUEL, 1869. Born June 26, 1826 Mifflin County, Pa.; died April 5, 1902 
Logan County, Ohio. Son of Philip Headings (b. ca. 1800) and Magdalena Glick (1797-1849). 
Married first on Feb. 12, 1857 Nancy Hartzler (Feb. 2, 1833-Dec. 31, 1879), daughter of Jacob 
Hartzler (1805-1854) and Susanna King (1812-1865). Married second on March 23, 1882 Mary 
Stutzman (Nov. 23, 1831-Jan. 11, 1898), daughter of Paul Stutzman (d. 1840) and Elizabeth Yoder 
(b. 1788). Mary Stutzman was the widow of John Yoder (1828-1861). In 1856 moved from 
Laurence County, Pa. to Champaign County, Ohio and then in 1858 to Logan County, Ohio. He was 
ordained as a minister on July 7, 1867 for the South district (now the Oak Grove Mennonite Church) 
and was a supporter of Bishop John Warye (1824-1903) during the extended period of difficulties in 
the Logan-Champaign Amish settlement.® 


63. Mennonites in Indiana, 162, 286; Amish Genealogies, 149, 153, 497, 506; Hartzler Family, 
438; “North Salem Amish Mennonite Church,” by J[ohn] S. U[mble], ME 3:922; Kauffman to 
Estes, 23 Aug. 1995. “Hartzler,’ HoT (March 1, 1889), 77 states that he “was a minister of the 
Amish Mennonite church about forty years.” 


64. Mennonites of Ohio, 358; Amish Genealogies, 151, 157, 555; Hartzler Family, 326. 
Gingerich and Kreider, Amish Genealogies, list him as a bishop on 151, 157, and 555 as does 
Hartzler Family, 326 but it seems clear that he was a minister of the Word. See Mifflin County 
Amish, 120, 377. “Hartzler,” HoT (Oct. 15, 1888), 319 states that he “was a minister in the Amish 
Mennonite Church for upwards of thirty years.” 


In 1861 relations were broken between the Upper district (led by Abraham Peachey) and the 
Middle district (led by Solomon Beiler) in Mifflin County, Pa.. In 1863 the Middle district divided 
into the two meeting places, one at Maple Grove near Belleville and another at Allensville for the 
convenience of meeting for the members living in those areas. Maple Grove built a meetinghouse in 
1868 (first service held on Aug. 9, 1868) and Allensville built a meetinghouse in 1869. Services 
were held on alternate Sundays in each location with the ordained leadership serving at both places. 
In 1931 the worshippers in the two meetingplaces organized into separate congregations. The above 
interpretation of the Mifflin County congregations is based on Samuel W. Peachey, Amish of 
Kishacoquillas Valley, Mifflin County, Pennsylvania (Bellville, Pa.: by the author, 1930), 36, 39; 
Mifflin County Amish, 120, 391; “Allensville Mennonite Church,” by U[rie] D. H[artzler] ME 1:57; 
“Maple Grove Mennonite Church,” by A[mon] K[aufman] and J[ohn] L. H[orst]; A History of the 
Maple Grove Mennonite Church (Belleville, Pa.: Maple Grove Mennonite Church, 1974), 42; Joseph 
S. Miller, Beyond the Mystic Border: A 100 Year History of the Whitestone Mennonite Church 
(Hesston, Kans.: Whitestone Mennonite Church, 1985), 31-32, 170. 

65. Mennonites of Ohio, 358; Amish Genealogies, 114, 115, 152, 434; Settlements That Failed, 
364; Early Sunday Schools, 19, 37; “Samuel Headings,” HoT (June 1, 1902), 175; “Headings,” HoT 
(Feb. 15, 1898), 60-61. According to James O. Lehman, Uncommon Threads: A Centennial History 








nn m nn 
a U = 


Part III: Biographical Sketches 329 


HERSHBERGER, CHRISTIAN, 1864. Born Aug. 17, 1814 Somerset County, Pa.; died July 17, 
1882 Elkhart County, Indiana. Son of Christian Hershberger (d. 1857) and Barbara Beachy (1782- 
1835). Married first Mary Miller (Feb. 2, 1822-by 1843), daughter of Emanuel Miller (1793-1848) 
and Elizabeth Yoder (b. 1793). Married second on March 13, 1843 Elizabeth Hochstettler (March 
17, 1821-April 11, 1843), daughter of David Hochstettler (1797-1869) and Mary Schrock (1787- 
1866). Married third on Dec. 13, 1843 Susanna Yoder (March 22, 1816-March 13, 1906), daughter 
of John Yoder (1788-1836) and Elizabeth Gindelsperger, and widow of Benjamin Miller (1813- 
1843). By ca. 1820 moved with his parents to Holmes County, Ohio; in 1843 moved to Tuscarawas 
County, Ohio; in 1854 to Howard County, Indiana; and in 1873 to Elkhart County, Indiana. 
Ordained as a deacon by 1864 for the Peru congregation (now Old Order Amish) in Howard and 
Miami counties, Indiana. In Elkhart County he was in the Clinton Old Order Amish district. It is 
uncertain whether he served as a deacon there. 


HERSHBERGER, DANIEL, 1863, 1865. Born April 10, 1807 Somerset County, Pa.; died June 
2, 1885 Somerset County, Pa. Son of Peter Hershberger (1775-1827) and Anna Beachy (1776- 
1867). Married Sarah Gnagey (March 26, 1815-July 2, 1880), daughter of Christian Gnagey (1790- 
1880) and Barbara Blocher (1792-1836). Ordained as a minister between 1837 and 1863 and served 
the River congregation in Somerset County, Pa. and Garrett County, Maryland. After the 
congregation divided into two districts in 1877 he served the Pennsylvania district.” 


HERSHBERGER, MOSES, 1865. Born Aug. 21, 1823 Holmes County, Ohio; died ca. 1867 
Miami County, Indiana. Son of Abraham Hershberger (1782-1857) and Catherine Gnagey (1789-ca. 
1825). Married in ca. 1847 Lydia Troyer (Jan. 4, 1828-Nov. 15, 1891), daughter of Samuel Troyer 
(1803-1873) and Magdalena Hochstedler (1801-1840). She married second in 1868 to John 
Borkholder (1815-1893) who had first married Rachel Hochstetler (1808-1866). Moved to Harrison 
Township, Miami County, Indiana in ca. 1847. Had no children but raised Aaron Miller (1847- 
1883) following the death of the latter’s father John C. Miller (ca. 1822-ca.1851). Ordained as a 
minister in Miami County, Indiana by 1865 and served in the Peru congregation (now the Old Order 
Amish) Church. 


of the Bethel Mennonite Church (West Liberty, Ohio: Bethel Mennonite Church, 1990), 5, Samuel 
Headings was in leadership in the South Union congregation (formerly the North district) by 1890. 


66. “Hershberger,” HoT (Sept. 1, 1882), 270; Amish Genealogies, 106, 113, 129, 275, 277, 289, 
508; Howard-Miami, 64, 88; Paton Yoder, ed., Katie Hershberger Troyer Hostetler (1852-1929) 
(Goshen, Ind.: [by the editor], 1981), 1-2, 10, 76, 77. Concerning his church membership in Elkhart 
County, Indiana it is clear that Chirstian Harshberger and his family attended the “geminda” for 
which “Leff” John Miller and Dave Hostetler were the ministers.—Yoder, Katie, 14-16, 17. These 
men were ministers in the Clinton district —Short Account, 13. Hershberger’s obituary calls him “a 
faithful member of the Amish Mennonite church. He had a strong faith in God, a good hope of 
heaven, and he was ready to die. He said the blood of the Lamb would cleanse him from all 
imperfection. Peace to his ashes.” 

67. Amish Genealogies, 106, 111, 212; Beachy, “Somerset County,” 276-278; “Hershberger,” 
HoT (July 1, 1885), 205; Miller, letter to Estes (Oct. 7, 1995). “Early Disciplines,” 98 would 
indicated that he was not yet a minister at the time of the ministers meeting on March 18, 1837. 

68. Amish Genealogies, 46, 105, 107, 285, 310, 464, 472; “Börkholder,” HoT (Dec. 1, 1891), 
367; Howard and Miami, 57; Early Disciplines, 98. On Jan. 14, 1868 Lydia Hershberger of Howard 
County, Indiana transferred 120 acres in Miami County, Indiana to Samuel S. Troyer of Howard 
County, Indiana. Joseph Horner, West Liberty, Ohio, letter to Steve Estes, Chenoa, Ill. (Sept. 28, 
1995). 
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HERSHBERGER, PAUL P., 1868, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1874, 1878. Born April 6, 1840 Holmes 
County, Ohio; died May 19, 1908. Son of Paul Hershberger (1811-1865) and Veronica Miller 
(1815-1840). Married Dec. 2, 1860 Magdalena “Mattie” Kuhns (Oct. 10, 1838-March 26, 1918), 
daughter of Samuel Kuhns (b. ca. 1805) and Mary Shank (d. 1842). Ordained as a minister in 1862 
for the Walnut Creek congregation (now the Walnut Creek Mennonite Church). By 1870 he was in 
Johnson County, Iowa serving as a minister in the Sharon district (now encompassing several Old 
Order Amish districts) and in 1873 promoted the first Sunday School in the district. On March 17, 
1876 he moved to Seward County, Neb. and organized the Fairview congregation (now the East 
Fairview Mennonite Church) on March 26, 1876. He homesteaded land near O’Neill in 1883 and 
was the first resident pastor for the Slocum congregation (later the Pleasant Hill Amish Mennonite 
congregation). In 1891 he helped organize the Filmore congregation (now the Salem Mennonite 
Church) near Shickley, Neb.” 


HERTZLER, CHRISTIAN, 1868. Born June 17, 1800 Lancaster County, Pa.; died March 3, 
1878 Lancaster County, Pa. Son of Jacob Hertzler (1770-1849) and Magdalena Zug (1779-1861). 
Married April 2, 1833 Barbara Risser/Reeser (June 12/13, 1812-Dec. 10/31, 1852), daughter of 
Jacob Reeser (1765-1825) and Barbara Blank (1776-1847). Ordained as a minister in 1863 for the 
Conestoga district, but because of an inability to speak in public, he assumed the duties of a deacon 
in 1869 following the death of Deacon David Mast (1798-1869). In the division of 1877 he went 
with the Amish Mennonites (now the Conestoga Mennonite Church).’° 


HOCHSTETTLER, EMANUEL, 1865. Born Sept. 18, 1799 Somerset County, Pa.; died Dec. 
22, 1886 Wayne County, Ohio. Son of Joseph Hochstetler (1768-1823) and Susanna Gieber (b. 
1770). Married Catherine Fordemwald (Jan. 8, 1809-March 26, 1886), daughter of John Fordemwald 
(1792-1856) and Anna Wagler (1787-1872). Ordained as a minister in Wayne County, Ohio for the 
Wooster congregation (now the Oak Grove Mennonite Church). In ca. 1850 he withdrew from the 
congregation because deviations from Amish tradition were being accepted in the church, and 
organized a group of followers into a separate congregation. Before 1855 this group returned to the 
parent congregation and Hochstettler was reinstated as a minister. In 1862 he led another division 
when the Wooster congregation built a meetinghouse. It was probably at this time that he was 
ordained as a bishop, probably by Levi Miller (1799-1884), Holmes County, Ohio. By the late 
1860s his congregation rejoined the Wooster congregation, of which he remained a member until his 
death, but no longer served in the ministry there.”! 


HOCHSTETTLER, JACOB, 1866, 1867, 1870. Born Jan. 1825 Lauterbacherhof, near 
Reinshofen, Alsace; died March 8, 1884 Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Joseph Hochstettler (1798- 
1854) and Phoebe Jacobina Gingerich (ca. 1800-1856). Married April 7, 1857 Elizabeth Ropp (Oct. 
16, 1837-Sept. 16, 1881) daughter of Andrew Ropp (1807-1890) and Jacobena Verkler (1811-1885). 
Moved with parents to Bavaria in ca. 1835. In 1849 came to America with his parents and family, 


69. Amish Genealogies, 112, 196; “Hershberger,” GH (June 6, 1908), 159; “Hershberger” GH 
(April 18, 1918), 54; Mennonites in Iowa, 33, 132; Hershberger, “Nebraska,” HoT (1878), 12; 
Mennonite History, 312; Hostetler letter to Estes (Sept. 12, 1995); Milford Mennonite Experience, 
126. 


70. Amish Genealogies, 150, 155, 374; Mast and Mast, Conestoga Mennonite Church, 44, 71; 
Mennonites of Ohio, 359. 


71. Amish Genealogies, 82, 124, 129; Amish Immigrants, 58; Creative Congregationalism, 23- 
24, 41-43; Settlements That Failed, 342; Early Disciplines, 98; Stoltzfus Documents, 102; John 
Umble, “The Oak Grove-Pleasant Hill Amish Mennonite Church in Wayne County, Ohio in the 
Nineteenth Century (1815-1900),” MOR 31 (July 1957), 172-173; “Hostetler,” HoT (Feb. 1, 1887), 
44. 
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landing in New York on Aug. 10 and arriving in Tazewell County on Aug. 26, 1849. Ordained 
between 1857 and 1866 and served the Dillon Creek congregation (after 1879 the Pleasant Grove 
Amish Mennonite Church which in 1941 became part of the First Mennonite Church, Moton, III.).”7 


HOCHSTETTLER, JOSEPH, 1866. Born Feb. 3, 1836 Siebenbrunnenfeld, near Augsburg, 
Bavaria; died July 4, 1896 at Washington, Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Joseph Hochstettler (1798- 
1854) and Phoebe Jacobina Gingerich (ca. 1800-1854). Came to America in 1849 with his parents 
and family, landing in New York on Aug. 10 and arriving in Tazewell County on Aug. 26, 1849. 
Married July 6, 1862 Elizabeth Unzicker (Sept. 28, 1839-Aug. 10, 1920), daughter of Jacob 
Unzicker (1808-1893) and Marie Krehbiel (1814-1904). The couple moved to near Washington, 
Tazewell County, Ill. and then to near Hopedale, Tazewell County, Ill. Several of their children 
were born near Stanford, McLean County, Ill. Ordained as a minister between 1862 and 1866 and 
served the the Delavan Prairie congregation (now the Hopedale Mennonite Church) in Tazewell 
County, I11.”° 


HOLLY, CHRISTIAN, 1862, 1863, 1864. Born Feb. 11, 1820 Rilferoth estate, Hesse- 
Darmstadt; died Lemon Township, Butler County, Ohio Jan. 8, 1862. Son of Peter Holly (1791- 
1854) and Katherine Holly (1795-1852). Married Oct. 1, 1846 to Helena Iutzi (Dec. 3, 1829-Oct. 26, 
1872), daughter of Christian Iutzi (1788-1857) and Maria Sommer (1793-1853). In 1832 immigrated 
from Hesse-Darmstadt, landed in Baltimore, Maryland on July 31, 1832, and went to Butler County, 
Ohio.Elected and ordained as a minister in 1860 for the Hessians congregation (later the Apostolic 
Mennonite Church, now the Trenton Mennonite Church).’* 


HOSTETLER, DAVID H., 1862, 1864, 1865. Born Aug. 9, 1818 Somerset County, Pa.; died 
Dec. 30, 1885 Newton County, Indiana. Son of Henry Hochstetler (1773-1846) and Sarah Yoder 
(1794-1880). Married Susanna Yoder (June 15, 1821-Aug. 29, 1886), daughter of Daniel Yoder 
(1777-1854) and Barbara Yoder. Moved to Holmes County, Ohio and in about 1848 to Marshall 
County, Indiana; in 1849 to Elkhart County, Indiana and in 1877 to Newton County, Indiana. After 
1855 ordained as a minister for the Marshall County district (now the several districts of Old Order 
Amish in the area of Nappanee, Indiana) and ordained as the first resident bishop by 1860. When he 
moved to Newton County, Indiana he became the first bishop for that congregation.”° 


HOSTETLER, DAVID J., 1864. Born April 13, 1839 Holmes County, Ohio; died Feb. 8, 1929 
Elkhart County, Indiana. Son of Jonas D. Hochstetler (1811-1875) and Elizabeth Miller (1818- 
1890). Married June 2, 1861 Magdalena Hochstetler (Aug. 15, 1844-May 5, 1920), daughter of 
Joseph P. Hostetler (1802-1893) and Magdalena Eash (1806-1884). Came with his parents to Clinton 


72. Hochstettler Family Bible in Jacob and Elizabeth Ropp Hochstettler Papers, IMA; [Walter 
Ropp], “Andrew Ropp, 1897-1890,” Typescript, 5-7; Harvey Hostetler, Descendants of Jacob 
Hochstetler (Eli J. Hochstetler, 1977), 931-932; Correspondence from Evelyn Gelvin, Mesa, Ariz., 
(May 15, 1993); Centennial History, 218, 627; Estes, Christian Engel, 111-112. 

73. Hostetler, Hochstetler Descendants, 931-933; Evelyn Gelvin Correspondence; Amish 
Mennonites in Germany, 252-253; Amish Immigrants, 100; 100 Years at Hopedale, 24; Centennial 
History, 239. 

74. Mennonites of Butler County, 29, 35; Amish Immigrants, 18, 86-87, 165, 176-177. 

75. Amish Genealogies, 124, 131, 503; Devon Miller, Amish Directory of the Nappanee, Kokomo 
& Milroy Communities (Nappanee, Ind.: Devon Miller, 1985), 8, 15, 16; Settlements That Failed, 
95-96; “Hostetler,” HoT (May 1, 1886), 140. The congregation in Marshall County, Indiana was 
organized in 1853 by Levi Miller (1799-1884) of Holmes County, Ohio and Joseph Miller (1808- 
1877) of Lagrange County, Indiana——Mennonite History, 156-157. 
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Township, Elkhart County, Indiana in the fall of 1841; moved to Brown County, Indiana on March 
1, 1897; moved to Marshall County, Indiana in Feb. 1907; and returned to Elkhart County, Indiana 
in 1918. Ordained as a minister in the Clinton district (now Old Order Amish) on June 16, 1863 and 
served in the several locations where he resided.’° 


HOSTETLER, EMANUEL, 1862, 1864. Born Aug. 5, 1817 Somerset County, Pa.; died July 20, 
1897 near Monitor, McPherson County, Kansas. Son of Joseph Hostetler (1770-1841) and Mary 
Yoder (1781-1858). Married April 24, 1847 in Indiana to Fannie Stutzman (March 24, 1828-Feb. 26, 
1909), daughter of Michael Stutzman (1788-1864) and Elizabeth Blough (1799-1868). The family 
went to Ontario by 1841 and in 1842 Emanuel came to Lagrange County, Indiana where he lived in a 
log cabin. By 1862 he was in Elkhart County, Indiana. In 1892 he moved to near Monitor, 
McPherson County, Kansas. Ordained as a minister and served the Forks congregation (now the 
Forks Mennonite Church) after its organization in 1857, and ordained as a bishop by Dec. 4, 1862 
when he performed a marriage service. He was still active in the ministry in 1881 and then, after 
serving in the ministry for almost twenty years, he was silenced because of strife with a neighbor.’”’ 


HOSTETLER, JOHN M. 1876. Born April 16, 1839 Somerset County, Pa.; died July 8, 1914 
Lagrange County, Indiana. Son of Moses J. Hostetler (1812-1894) and Elizabeth Mast (1822-1899). 
Married first on March 13, 1864 in Holmes County, Ohio Susanna Hostetler (March 1, 1845-Jan.11, 
1879), daughter of Noah H. Hochstetler (1823-1903) and Barbara Schrock (1825-1897). Married 
second on July 22, 1879 Barbara Suntheimer (Oct. 18, 1850-May 18, 1923), daughter of Adam 
Suntheimer (b. ca. 1815) and Catherine Schei (b. ca. 1814). Came with his father’s family to Holmes 
County, Ohio in ca. 1841 and later to Lagrange County, Indiana.He was the first minister ordained in 
the Townline congregation (now the Townline Conservative Mennonite Church). The ordination 
date is given as Oct. 19, 1876, the date of the first communion service. It seems clear, however, that 
he was ordained by June 4-7 of that year in order to have been listed as a minister attending that 
conference. It seems likely that he was ordained on March 25, 1876 when the congregation was 
organized by John P. King (1827-1887) and Christian K. Yoder (1829-1911).”8 


HOSTETLER, JOSEPH P., 1864, 1865. Born Nov. 2, 1802 Berks County, Pa.; died Feb. 4, 
1893 Elkhart County, Indiana. Son of Peter Hostetler (1775-1843) and Magdalena Yoder (b. 1780). 
Married on April 3, 1825 in Somerset County, Pa. Magdalena Esch (Aug. 10, 1806-Sept. 10, 1884), 
daughter of Jacob Esch (ca. 1769-1850) and Susanna Miller (ca. 1770-1842). Moved to Cambria 
County, Pa. in ca. 1829; to Holmes County. Ohio in ca. 1840; and to Lagrange County, Indiana in 
1851. Ordained in 1858 as a deacon for the Clinton district (now Old Order Amish).”” 


76. Amish Genealogies, 133, 137; Settlements That Failed, 101, 103, 105; Short Account, 5; 
Amish Directory of Nappanee, 16. 


77. Amish Genealogies, 125, 136, 433; Mennonites in Indiana, 290-291; Wenger, Forks 
Mennonite Church, 23; Settlements That Failed, 130. “Hostetler,” HoT (Sept. 1, 1897), 270; J. C. 
Wenger, Forks Mennonite Church, 23. He may have been the deacon ordained by Isaac Smoker 
(1810-1893) and Jonas D. Troyer (1811-1897) in 1862, whom they advanced to full deacon almost 
immediately as described in Proceedings, 1862, 9-10 and 1863, 5-6. Stoltzfus Documents, 191 
indicates that in May 1866 Emanuel Hostetler was involved in a “process” with George Boller and 
himself on one side and Christian Conrad and Christian Miller on the other side (referred to in 
Proceedings, 1866, note 17). 

78. Amish Genealogies, 131, 142, 419; Mennonites in Indiana, 408-409; Wenger, Forks 
Mennonite Church, 23; Descendants of Jacob Hochstetler, 256-257. “Hostetler,” GH (July 23, 
1914), 280 gives his ordination date as June 27, 1876. Listed in Proceedings, 1876 as “Joh. M. 
Hoffstetler.” 


79. Amish Genealogies, 69, 126, 137; Settlements That Failed, 410; Short Account, 5; 
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IMHOFF, CHRISTIAN, 1867, 1871, 1872. Born Oct. 31, 1838 Butler County, Ohio; died May 
31, 1881 near Danvers, McLean County, Ill. Son of Christian Imhoff (1809-1838) and Barbara 
Schertz (1815-1868). Married first March 26, 1861 Mary Strubhar (Oct. 11, 1842-Feb. 17, 1875), 
daughter of John Strubhar (1808-1883) and Anna Schertz (1820-1901). Married second Oct. 12, 
1875 Barbara Ehresman (Nov. 13, 1846-Feb. 19, 1937), daughter of Christian Ehresman (1800- 
1874) and Fannie Barnhardt (1824-1895). Came to McLean County in 1857. Ordained as a deacon 
for the Rock Creek congregation (now the North Danvers Mennonite Church) in 1867. He was 
treasurer of the North Danvers Mennonite Church from Oct., 1871 until his death‘ 


IMHOFF, PETER, 1865, 1867. Born Sept. 16, 1819 Dorrmoschel, Bavaria; died March 20, 
1896 Butler County, Ohio. Son of Catherine Imhoff (b. ca. 1788/97; living in 1860), who later 
married John Gingerich. Married July 12, 1842 Catherine Augspurger (1821-1901), daughter of 
Jacob Augspurger (1786-1846) and Maria Schlabach (1780-1856). Came from Germany to Butler 
County, Ohio in 1839 landing in New York on the ship “Rhone” on June 17, 1839. Ordained as a 
minister in 1861 for the Augspurger congregation (now part of the Trenton Mennonite Church) and 
as a bishop in 1870. He preached his last sermon on Feb. 28, 1896.°' 


JANTZI, JOHN, 1865. Born March 24, 1806 Belgrad near Bistroff, Lorraine, France; died Dec. 
12, 1881 Wilmot Township, Waterloo County, Ontario. Son of Christian Jantzi (1766-1828) and 
Anna Farny (1771-1816). Married Elizabeth Gerber (1806-June 25, 1890), daughter of Jean Gerber 
and Magdalena Gerber (ca. 1769-1859). The couple lived at Belgard until 1834 when they left from 
LeHavre on the ship “Groton,” landing at New York on 4 June 1834. Settled in Lewis County, New 
York and perhaps in Pennsylvania before moving to Waterloo County, Ontario. Perhaps ordained 
three times: in 1834 for the Lewis County congregation (now the Croghan Conservative Mennonite 
congregation) as a deacon; in 1843 as a minister for the Wilmot congregation in Ontario; and as a 
bishop in 1859 for the newly organized Wellesley congregation (now the Mapleview Mennonite 
Church).* 


KAUFFMAN, JOSEPH, 1862, 1864, 1866, 1867. Born July 1804 Huntingdon County, Pa.; died 
March 12, 1868 Lagrange County, Indiana near the Indiana-Mich. state line. Son of Jacob Kauffman 
(ca. 1769-1832) and Anna Yoder. Married Nancy Smucker (June 27, 1827-July 7, 1896), daughter of 
Christian Schmucker (1775-1857) and Elizabeth Stutzman in Wayne County, Ohio. Moved with his 
parents to Mifflin County, Pa. in 1813; to the Half Moon Valley, Centre County, Pa. in 1816 and to 
Wayne County, Ohio in 1826. In 1843 moved to Union Township, Logan County, Ohio by way of 


Descendants of Jacob Hochstetler, 807-808. 


80. Christian W. Imhoff, /Imhoff Family Record (Chicago, Ill.: Christian W. Imhoff, 1984), 2-7; 
Estella Risser Leys, The Strubhar Family (1939), 2-3, 12; Inscriptions in the Imhoff Cemetery and 
Maurer Cemetery, McLean County, Ill.; Viola Zurlinden, Ehresman (1968), 2-3, 8; Central 
Conference, 201. Central Conference says that he was ordained as a deacon in 1868 (p. 201) but 
elsewhere (p. 61) dates his ordination in 1867. It is clear that he was ordained by June 9-12, when he 
attended the conference. His obituary states that he had served for fourteen years—” Imhoff,” HoT 
(July 1881), 125. 

81. Mennonites of Butler County, 25; Amish Immigrants, 81; ship list courtesy of John M. Byler, 
Fredericktown, Ohio; “Imhoff,” HoT (April 15, 1896), 124; Wilma Schertz Brentz, comp., 
“Genealogy of Wilma Schertz Brentz,” IMH (March 1993), 3-8; Levine to Estes (Aug. 13, 1995). 


82. Lorraine Roth, Introduction: The Jantzi/Yantzi/Yancey Family (Waterloo, Ont.: 1991), 7, 13; 
Ruth Yantzi Ryan, comp., A Portion of the Jantzi (Yantzi) Story (1973), 4-5; Amish of Canada, 38, 
39, 207; Roth letter to Estes (Aug. 24, 1995). Listed in the Proceedings, 1865, as “John Yonze, 
Waterloo Co., C[anada] W[est].” 
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Knox County, Ohio; by 1862 to Lagrange County, Indiana; and in 1864 to Noble County, Indiana. 
Ordained as a minister in summer, 1845 at the organization of the Logan County congregation, and 
when the church divided into districts in 1850 he was in the North district (now the South Union 
Mennonite Church). Served the Haw Patch congregation (now the Maple Grove Community 
Church) from 1862-1868 and from 1864-1868 also served the Michigan congregation (later the 
Barker Street congregation, which in 1928 merged with the present Pleasant Oaks Mennonite 
Church, Middlebury, Indiana)*° 


KAUFFMAN, MOSES, 1862, 1864, 1872. Born March 22, 1804 Somerset County, Pa.; died 
Dec. 8, 1872 Middlebury Township, Elkart County, Indiana. Son of Jacob Kauffman (1756-1825) 
and Catherine Miller (b. 1758). Married Lydia Plank (Nov. 7, 1808-Dec. 22, 1886), daughter of John 
Blank (1774-1825) and Magdalena Yoder.By 1831 living in Holmes County, Ohio; in 1851 moved 
to Elkhart County, Indiana. Ordained as a minister in Holmes County, Ohio before 1851. Served in 
the Clinton (Old Order Amish) district from 1851 to about 1872. Joined the Clinton Amish 
Mennonite Church (now the Clinton Frame Mennonite Church) shortly before his death and prior to 
May, 1872.%4 


KEIM, JOSEPH N., 1863. Born April 5, 1826 Somerset County Pa.; died May 28, 1872 
Douglas County, Ill. Son of Nicholas Keim (1768-1830) and Catherine Eash (1799-1889). Married 
on Dec. 15, 1846 Leah Hershberger (Aug. 31, 1827-Nov. 24, 1904), daughter of Henry Hershberger 
(d. 1837) and Catherine Hochstetler (1798-1861). Leah married second on March 20, 1877 Daniel 
F. Miller (1809-1892) as his fourth wife. By 1848 the Keims were living in Holmes County, Ohio. 
Moved to Johnson Couunty, Iowa in 1852 and to Douglas County, Ill. in 1865. Ordained as a 
minister in 1855 for the Sharon Township congregation and as an elder in 1858 to assist Bishop 
Jacob Schwartzendruber (1800-1868). On Oct. 25, 1863 he led a church service for a group of 
conservative minded church members who were dissatisfied with Schwartzendruber’s leadership. In 
Dec., 1863 unity was restored in the congregation, but Joseph remained dissatisfied and participated 
in the church services for the last time on Sept. 25, 1864. In 1865 he moved to Douglas County, Ill. 
and became the first bishop for the Old Order Amish congregation there (now consisting of 
numerous districts in Douglas and Moultrie counties, I11.).°° 


KENAGY, JACOB C., 1862, 1865, 1874. Born Aug. 4, 1821 Mifflin County, Pa.; died March 6, 
1894 Cass County, Missouri. Son of David Kenagy (1787-1862) and Rebecca Hartzler (1789-1856). 
Married Oct. 21, 1847 Elizabeth Yoder (Nov. 14, 1828-June 11, 1912), daughter of Peter Yoder 


83. Amish Genealogies, 181, 411; “Joseph Kauffman, HoT (May 1868), 79; Esther Kauffman, 
“Kauffman,” HoT (Oct. 1, 1896), 303; Settlements That Failed, 365, 416; Mennonites in Indiana, 
162, 199, 294; Mennonite History, 255, 288; Mifflin County Amish, 68, 101, 102, 115; Central 
Conference, 128-129; Ira S. Johns, J. S. Hartzler, and Amos O. Hostetler, comps., Minutes of the 
Indiana-Michigan Mennonite Conference, 1864-1929 (Scottdale, Pa.: MPH,, ca. 1930), 321; Samuel 
Floyd Pannabecker, Faith in Ferment: A History of the Central District Conference, Mennonite 
Historical Series, no. 9 (Newton, Kansas; Faith and Life Press, 1968), 195; Kauffman letter to Estes 
(Aug. 23, 1995). The attendance register for the Diener Versammlung of 1862 lists Kauffman’s 
address as Haw Patch, Lagrange County, Indiana, and the attendance registers for 1864, 1866, and 
1867 list his address as Ligonier, Noble County, Indiana. 


84. Amish Genealogies, 163, 171, 350; Mennonites in Indiana, 294; Short Account, 4, 7; “Moses 
Kauffman,” HoT (Jan. 1873), 15. 


85. Amish Genealogies, 69, 104, 107, 198, 202, 276; Abe E. and Lizzie Miller and Paul J. and 
Anna Miller, Descendants of Emanuel J. “Honsa Mony” and Barbara (Keim) Miller, 1864-1994, 
24-27; Mennonites in Iowa, 121, 124-125; Centennial History, 541; Steven R. Estes, “Joseph N. 
Keim: Illinois. First Old Order Amish Bishop,” JMH (Sept. 1990), 45-47. 
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(1773-1849) and Gertrude Kauffman (d. 1847). Moved to Logan County, Ohio in 1845 and to Cass 
County, Missouri in April, 1866. Ordained as a minister for the North district (now South Union 
Mennonite Church) in 1850 and as biship in 1855. Served as the bishop for both the North district 
and the South district (now the Oak Grove Mennonite Church) until 1861 when John Warye (1824- 
1903) was ordained as bishop for the South district. Kenagy and Warye came into conflict 
concerning the practice of John P. King (1827-1887), a full deacon, taking a regular turn preaching 
for the congregations. Finally, Kenagy moved to Missouri (1866) where in 1868 he organized the 
Clearfork congregation (now the Sycamore Grove Mennonite Church).*° 


KENNEDY, JOSEPH, 1864. Born Aug. 22, 1826; died June 28, 1906 Miami County, Indiana. 
Son of David Kennedy and Magdalena Troyer (1797-1845). Married Jan. 15, 1850 Anna “Nancy” 
Lantz (April 3, 1825-April 17, 1898), daughter of Stephen (b. 1787) and Anna (d. 1846) Lantz. 
Came from Wayne County, Ohio to Miami County, Indiana in 1851. Ordained as a minister in 1854 
for the Howard-Miami congregation (now the Howard-Miami Mennonite Church). Silenced between 
June, 1864 and April 1865 and joined the Church of the Brethren near Plevna, Indiana and by 1887 
was not connected with any church.?’ 


KENNEL, KILIAN, 1866. Born Aug. 10, 1832 Herfingerhof near Dreisen the Palatinate; died 
Nov. 15, 1923 near Hamburg, Fremont County, Iowa. Son of Peter Kennel (1784-1860) and 
Magdalena Holly (1790-1853). Married 1853 Helen Iutzi (Sept. 25, 1832-1916), daughter of John 
Iutzi (1803-1868) and Elizabeth Schantz (1809-1889). Came to the United States in 1848/49 and 
settled in Madison Township, Butler County, Ohio by 1850. Came to Tazewell County, Ill. in 1854; 
moved to Olio Township, Woodford County, Ill. in 1859; and moved to McLean County, Ill. in 
1864. Ordained as a minister for the Hessian congregation (later the South Danvers Mennonite 
Church which merged with the North Danvers Mennonite Church in 1943) by Christian Gingerich 
(1820-1908) between 1864 and 1866. In 1871 he moved to near Hamburg, Fremont County, Iowa. 
He drifted away from the church; his wife left him; they divorced; on Feb. 8, 1883 he married Eva 
Wagner (d. May 16, 1933) in Fremont County, Iowa.*® 


KENNEL, PETER, 1862. Born April 9, 1813 Dreisen, the Palatinate; died Oct. 25, 1896 Butler 
County, Ohio. Son of John Kennel (1781-1831) and Magdalena Nafziger (1791-1873). Married 
June 18, 1839 Susanna lutzi (1819-1904), daughter of Christian Jutzi (1788-1857) and Maria 
Sommer (1793-1853). Came to Butler County, Ohio in 1831 having landed in New York on the ship 


86. Amish Genealogies, 148, 210, 211, 213, 538; Settlements That Failed, 365; Early Sunday 
Schools, 17; South Central, 46-48, 79-93, 468; L. J. Miller, “Fifty Mennonite Leaders: Bishop J. C. 
Kenagy (1821-1894),” GH (Aug. 15, 1929), 428. Listed in Proceedings, 1862 as “Jacob Kenega”; in 
1865 as “Jacob Kanagy”; and in 1874 as “Jakob Kenagy.” 


87. Amish Genealogies, 256, 463; Mennonites in Indiana, 184, 295; Howard and Miami, 56-57, 
89 states that he was a deacon; Minutes of Indiana-Michigan, 318; Horner letter to Estes (Sept. 28, 
1995). 

88. Amish Immigrants, 94-96, 180, 181; “Woodford County/B/Mortgage Record,” 415; 
“Woodford County/L/Dee370 Record,” 510; Federal Census-1860-Woodford County, Illinois, II 
(Normal, Ill.: The McLean County Genealogical Society, 1994), 35; “McLean County/50/Deed 
Record,” 149; Fremont County, Iowa Early Marriage Records, 1849-1885 (Des Moines, Iowa: lowa 
Genealogical Society, 1989), 43; Christian Gingerich Interview, C. Henry Smith Papers. Kennel 
must have been ordained between 1864, when the Hessian meetinghouse was built, and 1866 when 
he attended the conference. He was erroneously assumed to be a deacon in Goodly Heritage, 29, 
302. The C. Henry Smith Papers also state: “. . . preached at Hessian church . . . drifted away from 
the Mennonites, first wife deserted him, married an Irish woman.” 
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“De Rhand” on Dec. 21, 1830. Ordained as a minister for the Hessian congregation (now part of the 
Trenton Mennonite Church) in 1847.°° 


KING, CHRISTIAN, 1863. Born July 9, 1827 Leacock Township, Lancaster County, Pa.; died 
Aug. 26, 1912 Leacock Township, Lancaster County, Pa. Son of John King (1804-1831) and 
Elizabeth Stotlzfus (1806-1864). Married Jan. 30, 1849 Mary Stoltzfus (June 9, 1827-Oct. 17, 1907), 
daughter of Christian Stoltzfus (1803-1883) and Susanna Lantz (1805-1853). On April 1, 1851 
purchased land in Union County, Pa. where he lived until 1880 when he returned to Lancaster 
County, Pa. Ordained as a minister in 1856/7 in the Buffalo Valley congregation in Union County. 
Ordained as a bishop in 1882 in the Middle Pequea district, Lancaster County, Pa.” 


KING, CHRISTIAN S., 1863. Born Feb. 10, 1830 Mifflin County, Pa.; died Aug. 26, 1872 
Salem Township, Champaign County, Ohio. Son of Samuel King (1786-1847) and Anna Yoder 
(1792-1830). Married first on Feb. 20, 1851 Lydia Kauffman (ca. 1813-ca. 1870), daughter of 
Christian Kauffman (1796-1876) and Anna Hertzler (1800-1877). Married second Nancy A. 
Detweiler (May 18, 1844-1913), daughter of Jonathan Detweiler (1817-1879) and Elizabeth Byler 
(1820-1896). She married second on Nov. 21, 1900 Isaac Taylor. By 1860 King was a minister in 
the South district (now the Oak Grove Mennonite Church) in Champaign County, Ohio. He 
supported Bishop John Warye (1824-1903) in the difficulties of the Amish community in Logan and 
Champaign counties, Ohio.”! 


KING, JACOB, 1862, 1863, 1865, 1866, 1867, 1869, 1870, 1873, 1876. Born May 18, 1811 
near Basel, Switzerland; died Jan. 4, 1891 Wayne County, Ohio. Son of Jacob King (d. 18327). 
Married in 1835 Rebecca Zook (ca. 1816-April 12, 1882), daughter of John Zook (1770-1853) and 
Catherine Weidman (d. by 1840). Came with his parents and siblings from Freiburg, Baden in 1832 
and landed at Philadelphia, Pa. They went to Lancaster County, Pa.; then to Butler County, Ohio; 
then to Wayne County, Ohio. Ordained a deacon by 1855 for the Wooster congregation (now the 
Oak Grove Mennonite Church).?? 


KING, JOHN P., 1862, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, 1868, 1870, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1876. 
Born Jan. 29, 1827 Mifflin County, Pa.; died Jan. 7, 1887 Chase County, Kansas. Son of Samuel 


89. Mennonites of Butler County, 23; Amish Immigrants, 94-95, 176-177; Oyer and Oyer, 
“Amish Immigration,” 9; Levine to Estes (Aug. 13, 1995). Although Mennonites in Butler County, 
23 states that Peter Kennel was ordained as an elder in 1847, see Proceedings, 1862, note 34 for his 
statement that he was not a “full minister.” 


90. Amish Genealogies, 184, 188, 192, 254, 257, 383, 385; Settlements That Failed, 423, 425. 
Diener Register, 19 gives King’s ordination date as 1857, but 11 says that he was ordained in 1856. 
An account of the Amish settlement in Union County, Pa. may be found in John Umble, “The Amish 
Mennonites of Union County, Pennsylvania: [Part] I Social and Religious Life”, MOR 7 (April 
1933), 71-96, and [Part] “II. A History of the Settlement,” MOR 7 (June, 1933), 162-190. References 
are made to Christian King on 71, 74, 77, 78, 89, 172, 173, 175-176, 180, 185, 186-187. 


91. Amish Genealogies, 64, 164, 173, 184; Early Sunday Schools, 17, 18; Marriage 
Records/Champaign County, Ohio/1805-1856, entry of 20 Feb. 1851; Death Record # 181, Probate 
Division, Champaign County, Ohio. 

92. Creative Congregationalism, 39, 49, 64-65, 67-68, 81, 83-85, 88-89, 91; “History of Jacob 
King and Rebecca Zook,” Typescript in possession of Dale Nofzinger, Adrian, Mich; Amish 
Genealogies, 487, 548, 549, 552; “King,” HoT (Feb. 1, 1891), 47. That he assisted with the 
ordination of Peter Schantz (1819-1885) as a minister in Lee County, Iowa on June 3, 1866 may 
indicate he was confirmed as a full deacon by that date.-—Joseph Stuckey, “A Visit to the Churches 
in lowa,” HoT (July 1866), 56. 
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King (1786-1847) and Anna Yoder (1792-1830). Married Oct. 20, 1850 Rebecca Troyer (Oct. 21, 
1829-June 17, 1908), sister of Noah J. Troyer (1831-1886), the sleeping preacher, and daughter of 
John Troyer (1805-1889) and Elizabeth Yoder (1811-1883). In 1847 left home and worked in 
Mifflin County until he moved to Logan County, Ohio arriving there on March 2, 1849. Except for a 
short time in Champaign County, Ohio, he lived in Logan County until Feb., 1886 when he moved 
to Coffey County, Kansas. Here he purchased a tract of Eagle Creek land in order to provide a farm 
for each of his four sons. After building two houses it was discovered that an unknown mortgage of 
$18,000 was held against the land by a company in Emporia, Kansas. He lost the land and moved to 
Chase County, Kansas where he died of typhoid fever. Ordained as a deacon in 1857 in the South 
district (now the Oak Grove Mennonite Church) in Champaign County, Ohio. Confirmed as a full 
deacon in 1859. Assumed leadership of the North district (now the South Union Mennonite Church) 
in Logan County in 1866 when Jacob C. Kenagy moved to Missouri. Ordained as a bishop in 1872. 
In Kansas he served the congregation centered at Hartford, Lyon County.” 


KING, MICHAEL, 1866. Born May 27, 1806 Baden; died May 9, 1872 Woodford County, Ill. 
Son of Christian King and Maria Zimmerman (b. ca. 1773; still living in 1840). Married in 1838 
Elizabeth Barnhardt (July 11, 1811-June 8, 1893), daughter of John Barnhardt (ca. 1760/70-1846) 
and Guengrich. Came from Wurtemberg to Butler County, Ohio in the forepart of 1830. 
In the fall of 1854 or 1855 came to Woodford County, Ill. Ordained as a minister by 1866; served in 
the Mackinaw meeting (now the Roanoke Mennonite Church). 


KING, NICHOLAS, 1862, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1876. Born March 
8, 1814 Basel, Switzerland; died Dec. 6, 1896 near Pettisville, Fulton County, Ohio. Son of Jacob 
King (d. 1832?). Married 1834 Elizabeth Schrock (Oct. 29, 1805-March 10, 1898), daughter of 
Benedict Schrag (b. 1767) and Magdalena Aeschlimn (d. 1807). Migrated to America (Wayne 
County, Ohio) in 1832 and moved to Fulton County in 1837. Elizabeth came to Wayne County, 
Ohio with her father in 1817. Ordained as a minister for the Fulton County congregation (now the 
Central Mennonite Church) in 1844, when he was placed in the lot by one vote, and as a bishop in 
ier 


KING, SHEM, 1862, 1863, 1865, 1868, 1873, 1874. Born Dec. 19, 1819 Mifflin County, Pa.; 
died Sept. 25, 1876 Lawrence County, Pa. Son of Samuel King (1786-1847) and Anna Yoder 


93. Amish Genealogies, 185, 190, 469; “King,” HoT (Feb. 1, 1887), 44; Elias Riehl, “In Memory 
of Pre. John King,” HoT (Feb. 15, 1887), 62; Settlements That Failed, 126. Concerning King’s 
ministry in Logan and Champaign counties, Ohio see Early Sunday Schools, 17-23. The dates of 
King’s ordination as full deacon and as bishop are taken from W. H. Perrin and J. H. Battle, History 
of Logan County and Ohio (Chicago: O. L. Baskin & Co., Historical Publishers, 1880), 788-789. 
The date of 1857 for his ordination as a deacon is taken from the comment in “Church News,” HoT 
(Feb. 1, 1886), 41 that he was then a “minister of the gospel for twenty-eight years.” This would 
indicate that he was ordained in 1857. 

94. Untitled listing of the King family written by Christian R. King (1819-1904) on Sept. 20, 
1847 and located in his family Bible, translated in 1989 by George Unger; “Michael King,” HoT 
(June 1872), 95; “Koenig,” HoT (Oct. 1, 1893), 310; Harold A. Zehr, untitled Family Notes on the 
Ehresman Family, photocopy in /MA; Ruth Gerber King, “Gleanings,” photocopy in possession of 
Myrna Park, Normal, Ill.; Linda Weitekamp, “Genealogy of Linda Weitekamp, Sherman, Illinois,” 
MH (Sept., 1989), 88-89. Goodly Heritage, 65, 301 incorrectly lists Michael King as a minister in 
the Rock Creek congregation. King, “Gleanings,” states that Michael King’s son Christian King 
(1840-1924) “attended services in the home of Jacob Zehr,” an obvious reference to the Mackinaw 
meeting. The C. Henry Smith Papers list him as a minister. 

95. Amish Genealogies, 196; Out of the Wilderness, 199; “History of Jacob King and Rebecca 
Zook,” 1; J. Virgil Miller, “Migrations of the Schrag/Schrock Family,” MFH (July 1991), 105-106. 
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(1791-1830). Married on Jan. 20, 1842 Anna Zook (July 9, 1823-May 12, 1889), daughter of 
Abraham Zook (1791-1857) and Magdalena Yoder (b. ca. 1793). Moved to Lawrence County, Pa. in 
Aug. 1847. Ordained as a minister in Lawrence County prior to 1852. In 1856 followed John C. 
Gnagy (1817-1889) and identified with the progressive or meetinghouse Amish. In ca. 1864 became 
the bishop for the Neshannock Falls congregation in Lawrence County (now the Maple Grove 
Mennonite Church).% 


KINSINGER, MICHAEL, 1866. Born Oct. 10, 1814 in Hesse-Darmstadt; died June 28, 1895 
Montgomery Township, Woodford County, Illinois. Son of Daniel Kinsinger (1765-1828) and 
Catherine Schwartzendruber (1771-1834). Married first Yorder (possibly either Yordy or 
Yoder). Married second Nov. 12, 1837 Magdalena Naffziger (Marchl3 /Aug. 1, 1818-Aug. 9, 
1895), daughter of Peter Naffziger (1787-1885), “the Apostle,” and Barbara Beck (1796-1865). 
Moved from Hesse to Bavaria in 1836; to America in 1837 landing in New York and settling in 
Butler County, Ohio. Came to McLean County, Ill. in 1838 and to Woodford County, Ill. in 1844. 
Ordained in 1858 as a minister by John Michael Kistler (1808-1876) and served the Hessian 
congregation (later the South Danvers Mennonite Church).”’ 


KLOPFENSTEIN, JOHN, 1865. Born Dec. 16, 1813 Belfort, France; died April 10, 1891 Allen 
County, Indiana. Son of John Klopfenstein (1783-1870) and Catherine Luider. Married March 4, 
1836 in Stark County, Ohio to Katherine Sommer (April 19, 1818-June 30, 1895), daughter of 
Joseph Sommer (1778-1856) and Anna “Mary” Gerig (b. 1786; still living Sept. 1, 1862). Came 
from France to Stark County, Ohio by 1836 and moved to Cedar Creek Township, Allen County, 
Indiana in 1853. Ordained as a minister by 1849. Served the Buchenland congregation (now the 
Beech Mennonite Church) until 1853, and later served among the Old Order Amish in Allen County, 
Indiana.?® 


KROPF, CHRISTIAN, 1864. Born Dec. 1, 1829 Alsace-Lorraine; died July 30, 1905 near 
Pulaski, Davis County, lowa. Son of Christian Kropf and Catharina Wagler. Married first possibly 
to Katie Stuckey, daughter of Joseph Stuckey and Elizabeth Specht. Married second on Sept. 10, 
1855 by Bishop John Fordemwald (1782-1856) of Lee County, Iowa to Barbara Stevig (Nov. 1, 
1832-Aug. 7, 1880), daughter of Christian Stevig and Barbara Mowery. Married third Lydia 
Reinhart (July 25, 1859-Dec. 17, 1930), daughter of Benedict Reinhart and Magdalena Feitz. In 1848 
came to Ohio; in ca. 1849 to Lee County, Iowa; and then in 1854 with the Jeptha J. Plank (1818- 
1906) family to Davis County, lowa. Ordained as a minister for the Davis County congregation (now 
the Pulaski Mennonite Church) in Nov. 1861 and as bishop by Dec. 18, 1862. In 1865 
approximately one-half of the congregation formed the Apostolic Christian Church near Pulaski. 
Kropf served as their minister and then as elder (later relinquishing his eldership in 1895).” 


96. Amish Genealogies, 185, 190, 214, 555; Zook, Maple Grove Mennonite Church, 3; 
Mennonite History, 254, “Elder Shem King,” HoT (Nov. 1876), 191; “King,” HoT (June 1, 1889), 
173. Listed in Proceedings, 1862, as “Shem King”; in 1863 as “Shem König”; in 1865 as “Samuel 
King”; in 1868 as “Sem König”; and in 1873 and 1874 as “Sem Kinig.” 


97. Central Conference, 204-205; Amish Immigrants, 98,107; Root, Gundy Family, K-1-K-3; 
“Kinsinger,” HoT, 15 July 1895; “Gingerich,” HoT (July 11, 1908), 239. 

98. John Henry Klopfenstein, comp., Klopfenstein Family Record: The Chronology of the 
Descendants of Michael Klopfenstein, 1757-1925 (Grabill, Indiana; By the Compiler, 1925), 15-16; 
Donald F. Roth and Ruth Catherine Roth, eds., Bishop Samuel Gerber: A Brief Look at the Lives and 
Times of His Ancestors, Family, and Descendants ({Morton, Ill.]: Ruth Gerber King and Ruth King 
Roth, 1991), 257; Melvin Gingerich, “A List of Amish Ministers in 1849,” MHB (July 1965), 7; 
Mennonites in Indiana, 193, 396; Luthy letter to Estes (Oct. 17, 1995). 


99. “Kropf” family information on display at the 125th anniversary of the Pulaski Mennonite 
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LANTZ, JONATHAN, 1864. Born Nov. 18, 1820 Mifflin County, Pa.; died Dec. 13, 1902. Son 
of Samuel Lantz (1799-1870) and Magdalena Plank (1794-1891). Married March 2, 1847 Mary 
“Mattie” Kurtz (March 13, 1825-Feb. 5, 1903), daughter of John Kurtz (1794-1865) and Anna 
Hostetler (1800-1867). Moved to Lawrence County, Pa. in 1850. In 1854 ordained as a minister and 
in 1856 assisted John C. Gnagy in starting the Neshannock Falls congregation (now the Maple 
Grove Mennonite Church). Ordained as a bishop in 1877 and served for twenty years. !” 


LEHMAN, PETER, 1867. Born July 16, 1828 Harperich, canton of Grosztenchen, Lorraine; 
died July 14, 1896 Lewis County, New York. Son of Laman and Maria (ca. 
1793-by 1866). Married Nov. 23, 1858 Catherine Widrick (1836-1884), daughter of Peter Widrick 
(b. 1796) and Mary Kennel (b. 1803). Left France on Feb. 15, 1852 and arrived in New York on 
April 20. In 1854 his mother and two brothers joined him there. Ordained as a minister in ca. 1860 
and as a bishop in Jan. 1888 for the Lewis County, New York congregation (now the Croghan 
Mennonite Church, Conservative Mennonite Conference).'°! 


LUGBILL, CHRISTIAN, 1876. Born April 11, 1825, Mont Chevis France; died Aug. 30, 1880 
Allen County, Indiana. Son of Jean Lugbill (1794-1844) and Francoise Graber (1800-1843). 
Married on July 21, 1851 Catherine Richard (Aug. 30, 1831-Jan. 4, 1881), daughter of Michel 
Richard (1787-1863) and Magdalena Widmer (1805-1870). In 1872 came from France to Allen 
County, Indiana. Ordained as a minister in 1875 to serve the Leo Amish Mennonite congregation 
(organized in 1861; later the Leo Mennonite Church).'’” 


MAST, ABRAHAM, 1862, 1863, 1865, 1866, 1867, 1869, 1870, 1872. Born Dec. 31, 1820 
Holmes County, Ohio; died June 8, 1898 Holmes County, Ohio. Son of Jacob Mast (1787-1868) 
and Magdalena Miller (1799-1871). Married on May 31, 1841 Anna Beachy (Feb. 14, 1822-June 5, 
1903), daughter of Moses Beachy (1790-1840) and Elizabeth Miller (1789-1841). Ordained as a 
minister in 1848 for the Walnut Creek congregation which in 1860/1 became Amish Mennonite 


Church, Pulaski, Iowa on Aug. 1-3, 1986; Mennonites in Iowa, 60; Perry A. Klopfenstein, Marching 
to Zion: A History of the Apostolic Christian Church of America, 1847-1982 (The Apostolic 
Christian Church of America, 1984), 178-182. Melvin Gingerich and Howard Raid, “Early Records 
of the Members, 1850-1925, of the Pulaski Mennonite Church, Pulaski, Iowa,” Mimeographed 
Typescript, June 1961, 16, 17, 31, 39. The possible identity of Kropf’s first wife is found in Ellen L. 
Svejda, Stuckey: 7 Generations of the Descendants of Christian Stuckey and Maria Richer (Kansas 
City, Mo.; by the author, 1984), 5. This Christian Kropf may be the Christian Kropf serving as a 
minister in the Canton (or Richville or Sommers) congregation who signed a letter from that 
congregation on April 11, 1855, numbered “Letter No. 12” in the Samuel Mast Collection. If so, then 
his ordination in Iowa in Nov. 1861 must have been as a bishop. 


100. Amish Genealogies, 125, 230, 255, 257, 350; Zook, Maple Grove Mennonite Church, 3; 
Mennonite History, 254, Mennonites of Ohio, 367. 


101. Arlene Yousey, Strangers and Pilgrims: History of Lewis County Mennonites (Croghan, 
New Yord: Arlene R. Yousey, 1987), 282-287, 318-321; Conservative Conference, 321; “Bishop 
Peter Lehman,” HoT (Aug. 15, 1896), 254. The date of Lehman’s ordination as a minister is usually 
given as 1868 or 1869, but since he was at the 1867 ministers’ meeting, he must have been ordained 
by 1867. His obituary states that “he labored faithfully in the ministry of God’s word for about 
twenty-eight years in our Amish congregation in Lewis County, N. Y., and 8 years and 7 months as 
bishop,” which would place his ordination to the ministry of the word in ca. 1860 and as a bishop in 
Jan. 1888. A manuscript of Peter Lehman’s is in the Joseph Lehman Collection, AMC. 

102. Mennonites in Indiana, 192-95, 302, 396; Minutes of Indiana-Michigan, 320; Flint, 
Cemetery Inscriptions of Allen County, 62; “Lugbill,” GH (June 19, 1924), 255; “Lugbill,” GH (Jan. 
28, 1926), 911; “Lugbill,” GH ( March 9, 1945), 1007; Richard Family, 4, 52, 77. 
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(now the Walnut Creek Mennonite Church). Served for fifty years in the ministry, was the Sunday 
school superintendent, and was a physician as well as a farmer.'” 


MAST, DAVID, “LEATHER DAVY,” 1863, 1867. Born Feb. 17, 1789 Berks County, Pa.; 
died Nov. 26, 1869 Lancaster County, Pa. Son of John Mast (1763-1832) and Mary Kurtz (1765- 
1845). Married first Sept. 5, 1824 Veronica Byler (Aug. 2, 1801-Oct. 16, 1855), daughter of Jacob 
Byler (1776-1845) and Magdalena Lapp (b. ca. 1778). Married second Catherine Warye (July 23, 
1814-July 15, 1894), daughter of Michael Warye (b. 1785/86) and Katherine Bender (1792-1842). 
Baptized on April 17, 1824 by John Blank. Served as deacon for the Conestoga congregation, 
perhaps ordained in 1832 following the death of his father who had also served as deacon.'™ 


MAST, JOHN P., 1863, 1868. Born Nov. 19, 1826, Berks County, Pa.; died June 11, 1888, 
Berks County, Pa. Son of Daniel Mast (1803-1883) and Rachel Blank (1802-1873). Married Nancy 
Zook (Jan. 12, 1828-July 7, 1903), daughter of Henry Zook (1794-1866) and Christina Kurtz (1801- 
1874). Ordained as a minister in the Conestoga congregation in 1852 and as a bishop on June 24, 
1877. At that time he became the leader of the more progressive portion of the congregation (now 
the Conestoga Mennonite Church).'” 


MAST, NOAH S., 1865, 1866, 1869. Born Jan. 10, 1829 Holmes County, Ohio; died July 17, 
1899 Tuscarawas County, Ohio. Son of Jacob Mast (1787-1868) and Magdalena Miller (1799- 
1871). Married Elizabeth Miller (Dec. 24, 1824-Feb. 15, 1905), daughter of Jacob J. Miller (1778- 
1861) and Dorothy Seese (1792-1879). Ordained as a minister for the Walnut Creek congregation 
(now the Walnut Creek Mennonite Church) between ca. 1851 and 1865. Because he was not a 
public speaker he was ordained as a deacon for the congregation in 1870.'” 


MAST, SAMUEL, 1862, 1865, 1867, 1869. Born March 20, 1812 Lancaster County, Pa.; died 
March I, 1883 Holmes County, Ohio. Son of Christian Mast (1778-1858) and Susanna Kurtz (1782- 
1853). Married on Jan. 21, 1834 Mary J. Troyer (April 8, 1813-Feb. 20, 1836), daughter of Andrew 
Troyer (b. 1773) and Margaret Rickenbach. Married second Elizabeth Hage (May 6, 1821-Aug. 21, 
1901), daughter of Frederick Hage (1794-1863) and Fanny Eash (1798-1869). Ordained as a minister 
in 1850 in Holmes County, Ohio for the Martin’s Creek congregation (organized in 1828). Ina 
division of the congregation in 1865 he led a group of twenty-four persons who became Amish 
Mennonites (now the Martin’s Creek Mennonite Church) and was ordained as their bishop in 1865 
by John K. Yoder (1824-1906).!°” 


103. Amish Genealogies, 4, 328, 338; Mennonites of Ohio, 369; Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 2, 
38; Nellie M. Raber, comp., Marriage Records/Holmes County, Ohio/1825-1865, 383. 


104. Amish Genealogies, 242, 330, 488; Amish Immigrants, 171; Mast, Conestoga Mennonite 
Church, 36-37, 43-44, 265-266; Mast Family, 67; Mennonites of Ohio, 370. 


105. Amish Genealogies, 229, 330, 349, 552; Diener Register, 9; Mast, Conestoga Mennonite 
Church, 53-57. 


106. Amish Genealogies, 273, 278, 328, 338 (listing Mast as a minister); Mennonites of Ohio, 
370 gives his ordination date as 1870 and his office as deacon; Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 38 says 
that he was ordained to the ministry by David Beachy (who was himself ordained as a bishop on Oct. 
1, 1870). Mast’s attendance at the Amish ministers’ meeting in 1865 indicates that he was ordained 
prior to that meeting. 

107. Amish Genealogies, 116, 216, 323, 325, 332, 463; Mast Family, 562; Mennonites of Ohio, 
370; Warren Miller, Martins Creek Mennonite Church Centennial Book, 1865-1965 (1965) 5, 8-11; 


Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 3. Samuel Mast’s papers form the Samuel Mast Historical Manuscripts 
in the AMC. 
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MAST, SAMUEL S., 1876. Born Feb. 10, 1836 Holmes County, Ohio; died Jan. 25, 1904 
Elkhart County, Indiana. Son of Samuel Mast (1812-1883) and Mary J. Troyer (1813-1836). 
Married Jan. 21, 1858 Catherine Yoder (Jan. 18, 1833-Jan. 18, 1914), daughter of Nicholas Yoder 
(1784-1855) and Catherine Kurtz (1793-1885). Moved to near Lima, Lagrange County, Indiana in 
1865 and later lived in Elkhart County where he died. Ordained as a minister by 1876 and probably 
served the Pretty Prairie congregation (organized by 1866, discontinued by 1915). Joined the (Old) 
Mennonite Church and his funeral was conducted by John F. Funk (1835-1930). He did not serve as 
a minister for the Mennonites.'% 


MAURER, DAVID, 1862, 1865, 1873. Born Nov. 11, 1814 Switzerland; died Dec. 5, 1896 
Stark County, Ohio. Married Oct. 30, 1849 to Fanny Schloneger (Feb. 29, 1820-Dec. 27, 1894), 
daughter of Michael Schloneger (1792-1879) and Barbara Conrad (1788-1876). Came from 
Switzerland to Stark County, Ohio as a single young man. Ordained as a deacon in 1850 for the 
Buchenland congregation (now the Beech Mennonite Church, founded in ca. 1822). He was the 
leader of the larger progressive group in the split in 1862, which healed by 1863. He served for 
forty-six years.'” 


MEYER, JOSEPH, 1862, 1866, 1867. Born 1812 Belfort, France; died Dec. 24, 1886 Butler 
County, Ohio. Married Mary Augspurger (b. Oct. 20, 1815), daughter of Jacob Augspurger (1786- 
1846) and Maria Schlabach (1780-1856). Came from France to Butler County, Ohio in 1828 and 
joined the Augspurger congregation (now part of the Trenton Mennonite Church). Elected as 
minister for that congregation by 1862.'!° 


MILLER, ABSALOM, 1862, 1872. Born Feb. 19, 1827 Holmes County, Ohio; died March 11, 
1898 Miami County, Indiana. Son of John J. Miller (1778-1861) and Catherine Willard (b. ca. 
1789). Married first on Dec. 16, 1850, in Miami County, Indiana Barbara Schrock (July 20, 1827- 
Feb. 14, 1885), daughter of Jacob Schrock (d. 1832) and Magdalena Yutzy (b. ca. 1788). Married 
second on Jan. 15, 1888 Mary Hostetler (Dec. 31, 1835-March 1899), daughter of Zachariah 
Hostetler (1813-1890) and Barbara Troyer (1818-1907). She was the widow of minister Benjamin 
Schrock (1829-1878), who was a nephew of Absalom Miller’s first wife Barbara Schrock. Came 
from Holmes County, Ohio to Miami County, Indiana in 1850. Ordained in 1862 as a deacon for the 
Howard-Miami congregation (now the Howard-Miami Mennonite Church).'"! 


108. Amish Genealogies, 325, 332; Mast Family History, 563; “Samuel S. Mast,” HoT (Feb. 4, 
1904), 48. None of these sources mention Mast as serving as a minister. His listing as a minister 
(“Samuel S. Mast”) at the 1876 ministers’ meeting is apparently the only record currently known 
which gives him that role. In the register of attendance at the 1876 meeting his name appears next to 
that of Christian Warye (1832-1914), both giving a Lima, Indiana address. Since Warye is known to 
have been a minister at Pretty Prairie, near Lima, it is inferred that Mast probably served along with 
Warye in that congregation. 

109. Mennonites of Ohio, 370; Yoder, Beech, 40-41, 108-109, 111-112; James Rollin Slonaker, 
comp., A History of the Slonaker Descendants In America Since Early 1700 (1941), 574, 585; 
telephone interview with David Habegger (July 25, 1997). 

110. Mennonites of Butler County, 24, 40; Levine to Estes (Aug. 13, 1995); Levine, “Augspurger 
Genealogy,” 102. 

111. Amish Genealogies, 127, 142, 272, 277, 403, 404, 463; Amish Immigrants, 176, 180; 
Mennonites in Indiana, 305; Howard and Miami, 50-52, 88, 90, 92. 
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MILLER, ANDREW W. 1863. Born Feb. 5, 1829 Lancaster County, Pa.; died April 20, 1917 
near Terra Bella, California. Son of Moses Miller (1797-1871) and Nancy Johnson (1805-1878). 
Married Jan. 16, 1853 Fanny Riehl (May 22, 1830-Sept. 16, 1911), daughter of John Riehl (1793- 
1864) and Lavina Yoder (1790-1878). Moved to Long Green, Baltimore County, Maryland with his 
parents, who were the first Amish settlers there. In 1869 moved to Union County, Pa.; in 1885 to 
Hartford, Lyon County, Kansas; in 1890 to Missouri; in 1907 to Harvey County, Kansas; and in 
1911 to California with his son Joseph. Ordained as a minister in 1859 for the Maryland 
congregation and served in the various communities in which he lived until 1899, when he no longer 
preached because of an ulcer of the limb which first developed in about 1892.'"? 


MILLER, CHRISTIAN “CHRIST”. 1864, 1865. Born ca. 1806 France; died May 1878 German 
Township, Fulton County, Ohio. Married ca. 1830 Magdalena Sommer (b. ca. 1809/10 in France or 
Germany; died after July 14, 1870 and before Sept. 29, 1877). Emigrated to Fulton County, Ohio in 
1841. Ordained to the ministry between ca. 1830 and 1864 serving the Fulton County congregation 
(now the Central Mennonite Church) when he attended the conferences of 1864 and 1865. He may 
have joined the Egly Amish." 


MILLER, CHRISTIAN C., 1862, 1864, 1866, 1869, 1870, 1872. Born June 15, 1818 Somerset 
County, Pa.; died July 25, 1891 Lagrange County, Indiana. Son of Jacob S. Miller (1795-1874) and 
Catherine Keim (d. 1832). Married first Lydia Hochstetler (Jan. 28, 1822-March 6, 1849), daughter 
of Peter Hostetler (1775-1843) and Magdalena Yoder (b. 1780). Married second Barbara Mast 
(March 3, 1816-Oct. 4, 1872), daughter of Jacob Mast (1787-1868) and Elizabeth Yoder (d. by 
1820) and widow of Joseph Gerber (1824-1848). Married third on Nov. 10, 1874 Fannie Miller 
(Dec. 14, 1839-Dec. 25, 1905), daughter of Solomon T. Miller (1811-1872) and Rachel Lehman 
(1810-1864), and widow of John M. Kauffman (1829-1871). Came to Lagrange County, Indiana in 
1844. Ordained as a minister in the Lagrange congregation in 1852. In the division of 1854 he 
identified with the Amish Mennonites which first met with what later became the Clinton Frame 


112. Amish Genealogies, 318, 367, 496; Settlements That Failed, 169-170, 172; “Miller,” GH 
(May 17, 1917), 127. The ordination date of 1859 is calculated from the statement in Miller’s 
obituary to the effect that he preached for forty years, but in his remaining eighteen years he no 
longer preached. 


113. Although the name Christian Miller, Archbold, Fulton County, Ohio, appears on the 
registers of the ministers attending the conferences of 1864 and 1865, yet his ministry is not 
confirmed in Ruth, Mennonites of Northwestern Ohio, 54; nor in Settlements That Failed, 359; nor in 
Out of the Wilderness, 197-202. The descendants of his son, Christian Miller (1835-1902), are listed 
in Fulton County, Ohio, 1850-1976 (1976), 449, which gives the family’s origins as in France. His 
wife’s surname of Sommer was given in 1917 by their son John S. Miller (1841-1921) in the death 
certificate of his sister Mary Miller (1847-1917). Death Record #39418, Ohio Historical Society, 
Columbus, Ohio. Christian Miller is listed in the following Federal Population Censuses in German 
Township, Fulton County, Ohio: Oct. 15, 1850, 364/737, line 16 #1317/1323; 14 July 1860, 
141/597, line 27, # 965/943; 14 July 1870, 39/130, line 11, # 262/265. Further information from 
letter, Joe Springer, Goshen, Ind. to Steve Estes, Chenoa, Ill. (Sept. 11, 1995). The land records of 
Fulton County, Ohio show that Christian Miller purchased land in Fulton County, Ohio on Nov. 11, 
1841 and Sept. 10, 1844. His will was dated Sept. 29, 1877 and the first receipt in his estate was 
dated May 4, 1878, indicating that he died between those two dates, probaby in May 1878, since the 
will was presented for probate on June 24, 1878, an action usually required within a month of the 
decease of a will-maker. Christian Miller (ca. 1806-1878) may have been a son of Johannes Muller 
(b. 1773) and Eve Hagenstein, who were married in 1802 and lived in Altkirch, Alsace near 
Strassbourg.—Letter J. Virgil Miller, Sarasota, Florida to Steve Estes, Chenoa, Ill. (April 7, 1996). 
His possible association with the Egly Amish is indicated by the burial of some of his children in a 
cemetery used by that church, and his close association with the Rupp family as demonstrated in his 
estate. 
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congregation in Elkhart County (now the Clinton Frame Mennonite Church) and then in 1857 began 
services for the Forks congregation in Lagrange County (now the Forks Mennonite Church).!"4 


MILLER, DANIEL C., 1871. Born Nov. 13, 1824 Holmes County, Ohio; died April 7, 1902 
Howard County, Indiana. Son of Daniel C. Miller (b. 1789) and Elizabeth Troyer (b. ca. 1800). 
Married in 1854 to Magdalena Frey (May 12, 1832-Jan. 22, 1908), daughter of John Frey (1801- 
1878) and Barbara Farmwald (1796-1868). Came to Howard County in 1856. Ordained as a minister 
for the Howard-Miami congregation (now the Howard-Miami Mennonite Church) in 1867 and as 
bishop in ca. 1873.'"° 


MILLER, DANIEL D., 1862, 1865. Born Sept. 23, 1806 Somerset County, Pa.; died Aug. 15, 
1865 Holmes County, Ohio. Son of David Miller (1779-1840) and Elizabeth Troyer (b. 1781). 
Married Catherine Weaver (Oct. 18, 1811-July 22, 1893), daughter of Samuel Weaver (1788-1868) 
and Elizabeth Keim (1790-1860). Ordained as a minister between ca. 1829 and 1849 when he served 
the Doughty Creek congregation (which formed in 1849 and after 1860/1 became Old Order 
Amish).!!® 


MILLER, DAVID D., 1864, 1865. Born May 4, 1812 Somerset County, Pa.; died Nov. 2, 1885 
Newberry Township, Lagrange County, Indiana. Son of David Miller (1779-1840) and Elizabeth 
Troyer (b. 1781). Married Magdalena Mishler (Feb. 15, 1810-May 16, 1880), daughter of Valentine 
Mishler (born ca. 1779) and Barbara Lehman (b. ca. 1779). Ordained as a minister in Holmes 
County, Ohio after ca. 1834. Moved to Indiana between 1852 and 1862 where he served in the 
Lagrange Old Order Amish congregation.'!” 


MILLER, ELIS. “SIM ELI,” 1864, 1865, 1866, 1869, 1870, 1872. Born Sept. 11, 1821 Holmes 
County, Ohio; died March 1, 1917 Lagrange County, Indiana. Son of Simon Miller (1793-1874) and 
Elizabeth Gnagey (1793-1887). On Jan. 31, 1842 married Mary Kauffman (Aug. 7, 1823-Oct. 31, 
1900), daughter of Abraham Kauffman and Susanna Keck (1805-1881). Moved to Lagrange County, 
Indiana in the summer of 1870. Ordained as a deacon in 1849 and confirmed as a full deacon in 1860 
and first remained with the Old Order Amish before joining the Walnut Creek congregation (formed 
in 1840, now the Walnut Creek Mennonite Church) in 1863. In Indiana he served in the Clinton 
Frame and Forks congregations (now the Clinton Frame Mennonite Church and the Forks Mennonite 
Church) and as a full deacon performed many bishop functions.''® 


114. Amish Genealogies, 87, 126, 182, 284, 309; Ruth M. Slevin, comp., LaGrange County, 
Indiana Marriages/1832-1880 (1972), 38; Mennonites in Indiana, 306; Wenger, Forks Mennonite 
Church, 19, 20-22, 24; Ruth M. Slevin, comp., Lagrange County, IndianaMarriages/ 1832-1880 
(1972), 38. 

115. Amish Genealogies, 81, 284, 310, 462; Mennonites in Indiana, 506; Howard and Miami, 
68-69, 92; “Bish. Daniel C. Miller,” HoT (May 1, 1902), 142 


116. Amish Genealogies, 198, 276, 290, 460, 481, 483; “Amish Ministers in 1849,” 7; Early 
Disciplines, 98; Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 2. 

117. Amish Genealogies, 237, 261, 262, 276, 290, 460; Short Account, 13, 16; Early Disciplines, 
98; “Miller,” HoT (Nov. 15, 1885) states: “in his younger years he was ordained to the ministry... . 
He was a kind and peacable neighbor, a faithful and forcible preacher, and a watchful watchman in 
the old Amish Mennonite church.” Listed in Proceedings, 1864, 1865 as “David D. Miller.” 

118. Amish Genealogies, 171, 197, 210, 274, 285; “Eli S. Miller, 1821-1917,” MHB (April 
1948), 1; Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 2-3, 38; Glick, Walnut Creek, 9; Mennonites in Indiana, 307; 
Wenger, Forks Mennonite Church, 23; Raber, Holmes County Marriages, 418. Eli S. Miller (1821- 
1917) is not to be confused with Elias J. Miller (1833-1917), a deacon in the Levi Miller 
congregation who remained with the Old Order Amish and attended the ministers meeting held in 


344 Amish Mennonite Ministers’ Meetings 


MILLER, JACOB, 1866. Born June 18, 1811 Germany; died Aug. 22, 1893 Montgomery 
Township, Woodford County, Ill. Son of John Miller (1783-1859) and Magdalena Eyer (b. 1737) 
who came from Germany to Butler County, Ohio in 1845 and served in the Hessian congregation 
there until 1855 when he moved to Illinois to the home of his son Jacob. Jacob married Magdalena 
Moser (May 20, 1805-July 18, 1889). They had no children but raised Magdalena’s nephew John 
Detweiler (1838-1914), the son of John Detweiler and Catherine A. Moser. In 1850 the family came 
to Butler County, Ohio after landing at New York from Havre on the ship “Gallia” on May 9, 1850. 
They then to Woodford County, Ill. for several months before settling in McLean County, Ill. for 
two years. Then they settled in Section 10, Montgomery Township, Woodford County, Ill. until 
1867 when they moved to Section 21, Montgomery Township, Woodford County, Ill. When the 
Yoder congregation (now the North Danvers Mennonite Church) organized in 1851 Jacob Miller 
was ordained as one of the first deacons. In 1853 he helped solicit money for the building of the 
Rock Creek meetinghouse.!!? 


MILLER, JACOB J., 1865. Born Nov. 27, 1817 Holmes County, Ohio; died Nov. 17, 1885 
Tuscarawas County, Ohio. Son of Jonas Miller (1788-1854) and Catherine Hershberger (1789- 
1889). Married Nancy Schrock (July 7, 1827-Nov. 30, 1877), daughter of Andrew Schrock (ca. 
1783-1861) and Sarah Hochstetler (ca. 1795-1875). In about 1848 the family moved from Holmes 
County to Tuscarawas County. Between ca. 1844 and 1865 Jacob was ordained as a minister in the 
Sugar Creek congregation (now Old Order Amish) .!?° 


MILLER, JEREMIAH “JERRY,” 1862, 1865. Born Aug. 15, 1817 Somerset County, Pa.; died 
Jan. 15, 1890 Herman Township, Holmes County, Ohio. Son of Jonathan C. Miller (1789-1867) and 
Magdalena Kauffman (1785-1862). In 1819 he came with his parents to Holmes County, Ohio where 
he married on Feb. 12, 1839 to Lydia Troyer (June 18, 1817-Sept. 3, 1865), daughter of Andrew 
Troyer (b. 1773) and Margaret Rickenbach. Married second on Jan. 3, 1867 Catherine Keim (Aug. 
5, 1824-Nov. 29, 1914), daughter of Niclolas Keim (1768-1830) and Catherine Eash (1799-1889) 
and the widow of Joseph D. Miller (1824-1861). Ordained as a deacon between 1839 and 1862, 
serving the Doughty Creek congregation (Old Order Amish).!”! 


MILLER, JOHN L. “LEFF JOHN,” 1864, 1865. Born Aug. 31, 1826 Holmes County, Ohio; 
died March 21, 1890 Elkhart County, Indiana. Son of Levi Miller (1799-1884) and Mary Troyer 
(1806-1872). Married on Jan. 5, 1845 Anna Hostetler (Oct. 29, 1828-Jan. 18, 1913), daughter of 
Joseph P. Hostetler (1802-1893) and Magdalena Eash (1806-1884). Ordained as a minister in 
Holmes County, Ohio between 1845 and 1861 for the Levi Miller congregation. In 1861 he moved 





Holmes County, Ohio on June 1, 1865.—History of Preachers, 9; Amish Genealogies, 279, 300; 
Early Disciplines, 97. 

119. Central Conference, 61, 199-200; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 56, 153; Germans to 
America, 1:57; Portrait and Biographical Album of Woodford County, Illinois (Chicago: Chapman 
Bros., 1889), 311; “Miller Cemetery,” MH (June 1978), 17; Mennonites of Butler County, 32; 
“Meuller,” (Aug. 1, 1889), 254. 


120. Amish Genealogies, 104, 272, 279, 300, 403, 404; “Early Disciplines,” 98. Amish 
Genealogies and History of Preachers do not list him as a minister. 

121. Amish Genealogies, 163, 198, 274, 276, 283, 307, 463; History of Preachers, 13; Early 
Disciplines, 98; Roman Hershberger, Descendants of Jeremiah Miller and Lydia Troyer, 1763-1984, 


8, 21. His obituary states that “Bro. Miller was a deacon in the Amish Mennonite church for many 
years.” —HoT (Feb. 15, 1890), 93. 
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to Elkhart County, Indiana and served as a minister in the Clinton congregation until 1866 when he 
was ordained there as a bishop (Old Order Amish).'?? 


MILLER, JOSEPH, 1862, 1864, 1865. Born Nov. 15/16, 1808 Somerset County, Pa.; died Oct. 
12, 1877 Lagrange County, Indiana. Son of Joseph “Sep” Miller (b. ca. 1762) and Barbara 
Bontrager (b. 1783). Married Elizabeth Yoder (July 12, 1812-April 1881), daughter of Joseph Yoder 
(1784-1863) and Mary Lehman (1789-1863). In 1840 he was one of a scouting party of four persons 
from Somerset County, Pa. who went west to look for suitable land and found what they were 
looking for in Elkhart County, Indiana. On June 3, 1841 the Miller family with three other families 
left Somerset County and arrived in Elkhart County on June 29, 1842, spending several months on 
the Elkhart Prairie. On July 9 of that year he bought land in Clinton Township, Elkhart County, 
where lived until Aug. 1846, when he sold out and moved to nearby Newbury Township, Lagrange 
County, Indiana. Joseph Miller was ordained as a minister in 1833 in Somerset County, Pa. for the 
Conemaugh congregation centered around Johnstown, Cambria County, Pa. In Indiana regular 
church services began in his home on Easter Sunday, March 27, 1842. In 1843 he was in the lot for 
bishop but was not chosen and from 1845-1847 there was a split in the congregation. In 1848, after 
the reconciliation, the congregation divided into two districts, Joseph Miller being ordained as 
bishop for the Lagrange district, sometimes called the Forks (Old Order Amish) congregation. After 
the Amish split of the 1850s Joseph Miller played a strong leadership role in the Old Order Amish 
community of northeastern Elkhart County and western Lagrange County.!”* 


MILLER, LEVI “LEBB,” “LEF”, 1862, 1865. Born Feb. 14, 1799 Somerset County, Pa.; died 
Nov. 29, 1884 Holmes County, Ohio. Son of “Broad Run John” Miller and Catherine Yoder (b. ca. 
1765). Married Mary Troyer (May 15, 1806-1872), daughter of John Troyer (d. 1813) and 
Magdalena Miller (1781-ca. 1820). Ordained as a minister between ca. 1823 and 1840, perhaps in 
1835, for the original Holmes County congregation. Ordained as a bishop for the Walnut Creek 
district (often called the Levi Miller congregation) in 1840 (later called the Beachy Walnut Creek 
district). Levi Miller was one of the most influential leaders of the Old Order Amish west of 
Lancaster County, Pa., attending meetings to help reconcile differences in congregations, helping 
congregations to become established, and ordaining ministers.!?* 


122. Amish Genealogies, 285, 311; Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 3; Short Account, 13, 14; Early 
Disciplines, 98; Raber, Holmes County Marriages, 421. 


123. Amish Genealogies, 270, 273, 281, 498, 508. Amish and Mennonites in Elkhart and 
Lagrange Counties, 1, 6-10, 15-17, 44, 45; Settlements That Failed, 407, 409; Beachy, “Somerset,” 
271; Short Account, 9, 11, 15; Mennonites in Indiana, 19-20, 385; Early Disciplines, 98; MCD 245; 
“Miller,” HoT (Nov. 1877), 181. Although Joseph Miller’s middle initial was “J.” (Amish 
Genealogies, 273, 281), he should not be confused with the Joseph J. Miller (1816-1884) who came 
to Elkhart County from Holmes County, Ohio in the fall of 1842 and entered the ministry there in ca. 
1846. 


124. Amish Genealogies, 274, 285, 464; History of Preachers, 2, 11; Mennonites at Walnut 
Creek, 2-3; Tradition, 116, 124, 131, 133, 147, 152, 156, 157, 166; Stoltzfus Documents, 37-38, 122, 
124. In 1849 Levi Miller’s district was called the Upper Martin’s Creek congregation (“Amish 
Ministers in 1849,” 7). On June 1, 1865 it was called the Holmes County congregation (Early 
Disciplines, 97). In 1905 it was called the Noah Beachy Walnut Creek district (Mennonite History, 
153); later called the Beachy Walnut Creek district (History of Preachers, 9). During the time that 
Levi Miller served as bishop the district was often referred to as the Levi Miller congregation 
(Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 2). He performed his last wedding ceremony on Februry 11, 1876. 
Levi Miller became senile and lived with his daughter Catharine Miller Schlabach (1831-1906) at the 
time of his death. He is buried on the Jonas R. Yoder farm, near Charm. Mary is buried on the 
Melvin Miller farm near Charm. Locally, Levi Miller was called “Bishop Leffy” (Holmes County 
Cemetery Directory, 126-127, 138-139). 
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MILLER, MICHAEL, 1866. Born July 28, 1795 Sheppheim, Baden; died Aug. 22, 1873 Dry 
Grove Township, McLean County, Ill. Son of Jakob Muller (b. 1767) and Anna Rupp. Married July 
24, 1825 to Magdalena King (Sept. 6, 1800-Nov. 22, 1882), daughter of Christian King and Maria 
Zimmerman (b. ca. 1773). In 1836 the couple came from Germany to Butler County, Ohio and in 
1851 came to Dry Grove Township, McLean County, Ill. Ordained as a deacon in 1851 for the 
Yoder congregation (now the North Danvers Mennonite Church) and was one of the leaders 
responsible for the building of the Rock Creek meetinghouse in 1853.'”° 


MILLER, MICHAEL, 1865. Born ca. 1799 France; died Dec. 24, 1872 Allen County, Indiana. 
Son of Michel Miller and Freni Graber. Married Oct. 31, 1826 Catherine Graber (b. Jan. 26, 1801), 
daughter of Daniel Graber (1779-1858?) and Mary Frey (1779-1860). The couple came to America 
on the ship “Charlemagne,” landing in New York on April 11, 1835 and going to Stark County, 
Ohio. In 1852/3 they moved to Allen County, Indiana.He was ordained as a minister and served the 
Old Order Amish congregation in Allen County, Indiana.'® 


MILLER, MOSES B. “MOSEY,” 1862, 1863, 1865, 1868. Born Sept. 14, 1819 Somerset 
County, Pa.; died Oct. 17, 1902 Somerset County, Pa. Son of Benedict Miller (1781-1837) and 
Catherine Beachy (1778-1834). Married Susanna Hershberger (ca. 1818-30 Aug. 1897), daughter of 
Jacob Hershberger (1789-1854) and Barbara Summy. As a young man he taught school and singing 
schools. Ordained as a minister in 1844 and as a bishop in 1848, serving the Conemaugh 
congregation near Johnstown, Pa.'?” 


MILLER, MOSES H., 1862, 1865. Born June 28, 1813 Somerset County, Pa.; died March 17, 
1880 Holmes County, Ohio. Son of Henry C. Miller (1785-1850) and Anna Lehman (1788-1869). 
Married Sarah Hershberger (b. ca. 1810), daughter of Christian Hershberger (d. 1857) and Barbara 
Beachy (1782-1835). Ordained as a minister between ca. 1836 and 1862 in the Middleton 
congregation, Holmes County (formed in 1847, later called the Berlin East district).!?® 


MILLER, MOSES J. “KLEIN MOSE,” “GLAY MOSE,” “LITTLE MOSES,” 1862, 1865. 
Born Jan. 12, 1811 Walnut Crrek Township, Holmes County, Ohio (said to be the first child born to 
Amish parents in Holmes County); died May 6, 1897 Walnut Creek Township, Holmes County, 


125. “The Story of Michael and Magdalena (King) Miller,” MH (Sept. 1976), 34-35; J. Virgil 
Miller, “Migrations of the Amish-Mennonite Miller Family,” MFH (Oct. 1991), 137; 
correspondence from J. Virgil Miller, Sarasota, Florida to Steven R. Estes, Hopedale, Ill. (Oct. 29, 
1991); Central Conference, 61, 197; Amish Genealogies, 194. 


126. Graber Immigrants, 90-91; Richard Family, 6 Habegger, “Frey,” 65. Malinda E. E. 
Newhard, comp., Cemetery Inscriptions: Allen County, Indiana (By the compiler, 1978), 192 shows 
“Mikel Miller, Reverend, died Dec. 24, 1872.” There is also a “Katie Miller, died Dec. 31, 1904.” If 
she was Catherine Graber Miller she would have been 103 years old at her death. French records 
show that Michael Miller born on Dec. 3, 1793 as the son of Michael Miller and Barbara Rich, died 
in 1821 (conversation with Joe Springer, Goshen, Ind., Oct. 26, 1993). 


127. Amish Genealogies, 104, 107, 272, 278, 295; S. G. Shetler, “Fifty Mennonite Leaders: 
Moses B. Miller (1819-1902),” GH (Aug. 1, 1929), 379; Beachy, “Somerset,” 270; Settlements That 
Failed, 408, 410-411; “Miller,” HoT (Dec. 1, 1902), 365; MCD, 245-246. Listed in Proceedings, 
1862, 1863, 1865 as “Moses B. Miller, Johnstown, Cambria Co., Pa.” and in 1868 as “Mose B. 
Miller.” 


128. Amish Genealogies, 104, 274, 283; Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 2, 3; Early Disciplines, 
97, History of Preachers, 17; “Pre. Moses D. Miller,” HoT (May 1880), 97. Listed in Proceedings, 
1862, 1865 as “Moses H. Miller, Winesburg, Holmes Co., Ohio.” 


Part III: Biographical Sketches 347 


Ohio. Son of Jonas Miller (1788-1854) and Catherine Hershberger (1789-1889). Married Catherine 
Dunn (July 8, 1811-April 3, 1890), daughter of Jesse Dunn. Ordained as a minister on Nov. 22, 1835 
for the original Holmes County congregation (organized in 1835) and in 1840 went with the Walnut 
Creek district (now the Walnut Creek Mennonite Church) when the congregation was divided into 
two districts. When that district divided in 1847 he was ordained on Nov. 7, 1847 as the bishop for 
the new Middleton district (later the Berlin East district)!” 


MILLER, MOSES P., “GROSS MOSE,” “BIG MOSES,” 1862, 1864, 1868, 1869, 1873. Born 
Jan. 28, 1802 Somerset County, Pa.; died Jan. 18, 1877 Holmes County, Ohio. Son of Peter Miller 
(1756-1818) and Mary Stutzman (1756-1838). Married Catherine Miller (Aug. 5, 1795-Jan. 31, 
1874), daughter of “Broad Run John” Miller and Catherine Yoder. Ordained as a minister by lot in 
1830 for the original congregation in Holmes and Tuscarawas counties, Ohio (organized in 1812). 
He was with the Holmes County congregation when it organized in 1835 and when that 
congregation divided into two districts in 1840, he was ordained as bishop for the new Walnut Creek 
district. In 1847, when this district divided again, he remained with the parent district and his 
nephew Moses J. Miller became the bishop for the new Middleton district (later the Berlin East 
district). In 1860 or 1861 Moses P. Miller and his Walnut Creek district and the other Amish 
districts in Holmes County separated and Moses P. Miller’s congregation developed into the present 
Walnut Creek Mennonite Church. For a number of years, until ca. 1871, he served as the bishop for 
the Howard-Miami congregation in Indiana.'*° 


MILLER, NOAH D. “ALE NOAH,” 1862, 1865. Born Dec. 26, 1810 Somerset County, Pa.; 
died Aug. 17, 1884 Holmes County, Ohio. Son of David Miller (1779-1840) and Elizabeth Troyer 
(b. 1781). Married Fanny Hershberger (March 28, 1811-March 21, 1880), daughter of Abraham 
Hershberger (1782-1857) and Catherine Gnagey (1789-ca. 1825). Ordained as a deacon between ca. 
1840 and 1862 and served in the Levi Miller congregation (Old Order Amish, later the Beachy 
Walnut Creek district).!*! 


MILLER, SHEM J., 1862, 1865. Born Aug. 3, 1820 Holmes County, Ohio; died Jan. 30, 1899 
Holmes County, Ohio. Son of Emanuel Miller (1793-1848) and Elizabeth Yoder (b. 1793). Married 
Anna Miller (April 22, 1820-Oct. 11, 1899), daughter of Jonathan C. Miller (1789-1867) and 


129. Amish Genealogies, 279, 300; History of Preachers, 2, 17; Early Disciplines, 97; 
Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 2-3; MCD, 246; “Moses J. Miller,” by J[ohn] S. U[mble], ME 3:691; 
“Miller,” HoT (June 15, 1897), 188-189. Listed in Proceedings, 1862, as “Moses J. Miller, Walnut, 
Holmes Co. Ohio”; and in 1865 as “Moses J. Miller, Walnut Creek, Holmes Co. Ohio.” Moses J. 
Miller was called “little” to distinguish him from his uncle Moses Miller (1802-1877), who was 
called “big” because he was older. In his maturity Moses J. Miller stood 6’ 2”, two inches shorter 
than his uncle Moses Miller—Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 1. 


130. Amish Genealogies, 270, 272, 274, 280; History of Preachers, 2, 17; Mennonites at Walnut 
Creek, 2, 5, 38. Moses Miller was originally called “big” to distinguish him from his nephew “little” 
Mose Miller (1811-1897) when they were children. In their adult years Moses Miller stood 64”, a 
mere two inches taller than his nephew.—Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 1; Glick, Walnut Creek, 5,9. 
Listed in the Proceedings, 1862, 1864, 1868, 1869, as Mose Miller or Moses Miller, Schanesville, 
Tuscarawas County, Ohio. In the Proceedings, 1873 his address is given as “Schanesville, Holmes 
County, Ohio.” 

131. Amish Genealogies, 103, 104, 107, 209, 210, 276, 290, 460; History of Preachers, 9; Early 
Disciplines, 97; Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 3. Amish Genealogies does not list Noah D. Miller as a 
minister, in fact, lists no Noah Miller who was born in 1833 and died in 1915 (the dates given in 
History of Preachers, 9), but his obituary (HoT, Nov. 1, 1884, 333) calls him “Preacher Noah 
Miller” and says that “brother Miller was a useful member of the Amish Mennonite Church and 
faithful laborer in the cause of Christ.” 
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Magdalena Kauffman (1785-1862) and the widow of Simon Miller (1816-1840). Ordained as a 
minister after ca. 1842 and in 1850 as a bishop for the Doughty Creek district (Old Order 
Amish). !31!22 


MILLER, SOLOMON I., 1865. Born April 8, 1816 Holmes County, Ohio; died March 9, 1910 
Holmes County, Ohio. Son of Isaac Miller (1791-1871) and Mary Yoder (ca. 1791-1817). Married 
first Maria Brenneman (March 15, 1812-June 21, 1878), daughter of Peter Brenneman (b. 1780) and 
Magdalena Guengerich. Married second on April 17, 1879 Mary Yoder (April 14, 1824-Feb. 23, 
1916), daughter of Daniel Yoder (1792-1882) and Nancy Yoder (1800-1887), and the widow of 
Daniel Schlabach (1813-1874). Ordained as a minister in 1847 for the Middleton congregation (later 
the East Berlin district, Old Order Amish).'?? 


MORRELL, DAVID, JR., 1872. Born Oct. 10, 1828 Mifflin County, Pa.; died Aug. 9, 1904 
Lagrange County, Indiana. Son of James Morrell (1807-1880) and Leah Lewis (1805-1886). His 
parents were indentured servants in Amish households and joined the church of their benefactors. 
Married on April 13, 1852 Lydia Stutzman (May 18, 1828-May 15, 1894), daughter of Paul 
Stutzman (d. 1840) and Mary Troyer (born ca. 1791). In 1834 moved with his parents to Fairfield 
County, Ohio and in the fall of 1853 moved to Lagrange County, Indiana. Ordained as a minister in 
the Haw Patch congregation (now the Maple Grove Community Church) on Oct. 30, 1870. Later 
served as the first minister in Johnson County, Missouri (Pleasent View Church, organized in 1870; 
discontinued in 1924) from 1881-1894 and following that served in the Sycamore Grove 
congregation in Cass County, Missouri (now the Sycamore Grove Mennonite Church) from 1897- 
1898.'* 


MOSER, JOHN, 1875. Born Sept. 21, 1813 Alsace Lorraine; died Jan. 21, 1901 Lewis County, 
New York. Son of [Nicholas?] Moser and Katarina Rubencht (still living in 1860). Married Oct. 24, 
1848 Catherine Steiner (Sept. 3, 1825-Jan. 28, 1901), daughter of Philip Steiner and Marie Zehr. 
Came from France in 1834 to Lewis County, New York with the family of Joseph Farni (1795-1873) 
and listed with the family of Catherine Jantzi (b. 1784) to avoid military service. Ordained as a 
minister in 1860 for the Lewis County congregation (now the Croghan Mennonite Church, 
Conservative Mennonite Conference).'*° 


MOSIMAN, MICHAEL, 1862, 1866. Born May 3, 1806 Chazelle, Muerthe, France; died April 
9, 1898 Morton, Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Michel Mosimann (1763-1842) and Susana Brechbiel 
(1763/5-1848). Married first July 13, 1834 Maria Rusche (1808-1852), daughter of Christophe 
Rusche (1776-ca. 1836) and Anne Pelsey (1776-1831). Married second Feb. 22, 1853 Barbara 
Rediger (Sept. 16, 1821-April 16, 1888), daughter of Benjamin Rediger (ca. 1797-1848) and Barbara 
Ehrisman (1797-1861). In 1831 left France and landed at New York, spending several months in 
Lancaster County, Pa. before moving to Butler County, Ohio until 1834 when he moved to Tazewell 


132. Amish Genealogies, 271, 277, 294, 495, 499; History of Preachers, 3, 11, 13; Early 
Disciplines, 98. 

133. Amish Genealogies, 43, 271, 277, 293, 379, 500, 514; Amish Immigrants, 41-42; History of 
Preachers, 17, Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 3; Early Disciplines, 97. 

134. Amish Genealogies, 322, 432, 434; Mennonites in Indiana, 312; Settlements That Failed, 
351-352; South Central, 55-57, 84., Mifflin County Amish, 78, 95. 

135. Yousey, Strangers and Pilgrims, 297-302; Merlin L. Swartz, “The Historical Background 
of the Conservative Mennonite Conference,” Mennonite History Paper, Goshen College, 1960, 14, 
29 (photocopy in the Mennonite Historical Library, Goshen, Ind.); Conservative Conference, 178. 
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County, Ill. Ordained in 1837 by Christian Engel (ca. 1765-1838) as a minister for the Dillon Creek 
congregation (later the Pleasant Grove congregation, now part of the First Mennonite Church, 
Morton, Ill.) and was probably the first person ordained as a minister in Illinois. Later that year the 
congregation proved to be too large and Mosiman led the Busch Gemein (now the Groveland 
Evengelical Mennonite Church). He was ordained as a bishop in 1840 and in 1868 led the 
congregation in joining the Egly Amish (now the Evengelical Mennonite Church).'*° 


NAFFZIGER, CHRISTIAN, 1866. Born Johann Christian Naffziger Jan. 16/17, 1803 Ueberau, 
Hesse-Darmstadt: died March 8, 1893 near Danvers, McLean County, Ill. Son of Peter Naffziger 
(1780-1813) and Jacobina Fisher. Married on March 26, 1826 Barbara Stahly (Jan. 22/25, 1805-Feb. 
19, 1898), daughter of Jacob Stahly (1752-1822) and Elizabeth Brennemann (1775-1851). The 
family landed in New York on board the ship “Empire” on Nov. 19, 1853, spent the winter in Butler 
County, Ohio, and arrived in Danvers Township, McLean County, Ill. on March 10, 1854. Christian 
had been ordained as a minister in Hesse-Darmstadt and served in the Hessian congregation (later 
the South Danvers Mennonite Church which in 1943 merged with the North Danvers Mennonite 
Church).'?? 


NAFFZIGER, DANIEL, 1863, 1868, 1869. Born Nov. 2, 1818 Illbach, Hesse; died Feb. 13, 
1883 Oliver Township, Mifflin County, Pa.. Son of Peter Nafziger (1790-1827) and Jacobina 
Schwartzendruber (1793-1869). Married first Magdalena Schertz (March 4, 1818-March 1863), 
presumably the daughter of Joseph Schertz (ca. 1789-1848) and Mary Ebersol (1792-1881). Married 
second Mary Kauffman (Feb. 10, 1824-Feb. 8, 1899). daughter of Christian Kauffman (1783-1852) 
and Catherine Yoder (1787-ca. 1866). Came with parents to America in 1827, his father dying 
during the passage over, landed in Baltimore, Maryland in the ship “Henry Clay” on Nov. 27, 1827, 
and came to Lancaster County, Pa. Ordained as a deacon for the Long Green congregation in 
Baltimore County, Maryland shortly after he arrived there in 1850 and as full deacon perhaps in ca. 
1858 and certainly by 1867 when he moved to McVeytown, Mifflin County, Pa. where he served the 
Upper River congregation (organized perhaps in 1812) now the Mattawana Mennonite Church).'** 


NAFFZIGER, JACOB, 1866, 1871, 1875. Born Oct. 5, 1798 Hocheim near Worms, the 
Palatinate; died March 5, 1888 Panola Township, Woodford County, Ill. Son of Valentine Nafziger 
(1763-1800) and Magdalena Spring (d. 1806). Married Aug. 24, 1822 in Weiterstadt to Barbara 
Graebill/Krehbiel (Sept. 25, 1795-Feb. 10, 1876), daughter of Johannes Krehbiel (1759-1820) and 
Barbara Kennel (b. 1760). The couple immigrated on the ship “DeRahm”, arriving in New York on 
Dec. 21, 1830 and going to Butler County, Ohio. In 1837 they moved to Peoria, Peoria County, Ill. 
and soon settled in Worth Township, Woodford County Ill. In 1864 they moved to Panola 
Township, Woodford County, Ill. In 1880 Naffziger was living with his son Peter J. Naffziger (1829- 


136. Steven R. Estes, “Michael Mosiman: His Life and Ministry,” JMH (March 1990), 1, 12-16; 
(June 1990), 33-37; and (Sept. 1990), 54-56; Report of research into French records by Ardys 
Serpette (May 1, 1993); Joanne Niswander, Bluffton, Ohio letter to Steven R. Estes, Chenoa, Ill. 
(March 23, 1993); C. Henry Smith Papers. 

137. Amish Immigrants, 33, 103, 104, 165; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 209; Portrait and 
Biographical Album of McLean County, Ilinois; “Naffziger,” HoT (April 15, 1893), 134. 

138. Amish Immigrants, 109; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 211, 241; Amish Genealogies, 160, 
161, 166, 344, 494, 496; “Peter of Illbach Sails for America,” The Nafziger Heritage News (March 1, 
1976), 1, [5]; “Peter of Illbach, 1827,” The Nafziger Heritage News (Fall, 1990), 1, 3; 
Correspondence on the Schertz family, David Luthy, Aylmer, Ont. to Steven Estes, Hopedale, Ill. 
(Feb. 26, 1992); Settlements That Failed, 172: Mifflin County Amish, 123, 127, 262, 379. See 
Tradition, 52 for the eight year time frame from ordination as a deacon to confirmation as a full 
deacon. 
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1909) in Boynton Township, Tazewell County, Ill. Ordained as a minister and when living in Panola 
Township served in the Gridley Prairie congregation (now the Waldo Mennonite Church) from 
1864-1888.'°° 


NAFZIGER, CHRISTIAN, 1864, 1866, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1878. Born 
May 6, 1819 Hesse; died March 6, 1899 near Hopedale, Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Christian 
Nafziger (1792/4-1873) and Veronica Burkey (1797-1855). Married Aug. 21, 1851 Elizabeth Zehr 
(Nov. I, 1828-April 28, 1900); daughter of Johannes Zehr (1792-1842) and Madeleine Stepp (1793- 
1846). Moved to Bavaria in early childhood with his parents. Came via New Orleans and Peoria to 
Tazewell County, Ill. in 1846. In 1854 moved to Hopedale Township, Tazewell County, Ill. 
Ordained as a minister in 1855 and as the first bishop in 1860/61 for the Delavan Prairie 
congregation (organized in 1854 and now the Hopedale Mennonite Church).'*° 


NAFZIGER, CHRISTIAN VALENTINE, 1862, 1870. Born June 24, 1819 Condoman, 
Weisenburg, France; died March 24, 1892 near Sturgis, St. Joseph County, Mich. Son of Valentine 
Nafziger (1782-1857) and Jacobina Schantz (1785-1866). Married 1840 Elizabeth Plank (July 21, 
1823-Dec. 12, 1912), daughter of Christian Plank (1793-1881) and Elizabeth Kurtz (1798-1879). In 
1894 she married David Blough (1826-1911) who had previously married Catherine Kurtz (1831- 
1879) and then Salome Plank (1830-1891), widow of Isaac Lantz (1826-1875). The family arrived in 
Wayne County, Ohio in 1831. Ordained as a minister in 1844 for the Wooster congregation (now 
the Oak Grove Mennonite Church), serving there until he moved to the Pretty Prairie congregation in 
Lagrange County, Indiana by 1868.'*! 


NAFZIGER, JACOB F., 1864, 1865, 1867, 1870, 1871, 1873, 1876. Born May 6, 1815 Alsace; 
died May 8, 1881 Fulton County, Ohio. Son of Valentine Nafziger (1782-1857) and Jacobina 
Schantz (1785-1866). Married Veronica “Fannie” Stutzman (Nov. 23, 1821-Sept. 6, 1865), daughter 
of David Stutzman (b. 1791) and Catherine Schrock (1790-1872). Family arrived in Wayne County, 
Ohio in 1831 and Jacob went to Fulton County in 1842. Ordained as a minister in 1856 for the 
Fulton County congregation (now the Central Mennonite Church). After the meetinghouse was built 
and in use in 1870 he passed out the hymnbooks to the congregation at each bi-weekly service. He 
was known for his lengthy preaching with the service lasting until 3:00 o’clock in the afternoon 
when he preached. He acted as superintendent when the Sunday school started in 1873.'*? 


139. Amish Immigrants, 103, 106-107; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 196, 205; Oyer and Oyer, 
“Amish Immigration,” 9; Birky, “Birky History,” [3]; “Woodford County/Q/Deed Record,” 5; 
Federal Population Census, Panola Township, Woodford County, Ill., 1870, #101/101; “Barbara 
Naffzinger,” HoT (April, 1876), 78; “Naffziger,” HoT (March 15, 1888), 95, says that “he was a 
faithful worker in the Amish Mennonite Church.” The birthdates given here are calculated from 
these obituaries. Mennonites of America, 488 indicates that he was ordained prior to coming to 
Illinois in 1837. Jacob Naffziger was a brother to the famous Peter Naffziger, “the Apostle” (1787- 
1885). 


140. Mennonites of America, 492; 100 Years at Hopedale, 7, 8, 23; Gene C. Nafziger, Myrna 
Slagel Park, and Steven R. Estes, “Genealogy of Gene C. Nafziger,” JMH (Dec. 1991), 69, 70; 
Research on the Zehr family by Ardys Serpette, April 1995; Oyer letter to Estes (Oct. 9, 1995); 
Papers of Christian Nafziger can be found in the Arthur W. Nafziger Collection and in the Christian 
Nafziger Collection, AMC. 


141. Amish Genealogies, 34, 221, 256, 343, 344, 352, 353; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 205; 
Creative Congregationalism, 22, 24, 59, 61, 81, 84; Mennonites in Indiana, 315; Mennonites of 
Ohio, 374; “Nofsinger,” HoT (May 1, 1892), 73. 

142. Amish Genealogies, 343, 344, 436; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 205; Out of the 
Wilderness, 55, 74, 78, 85, 198-199; “Naffziger,” HoT (June 1881), 107; Tombstone Inscriptions: 
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NAFZIGER, JOHN, 1866, 1871, 1874, 1875, 1878. Born May 1826 Bavaria; died May 23, 
1885 near Minier, Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Christian Nafziger (1792/4-1873) and Veronica 
Burkey (1797-1855). Married Sept. 17, 1857 Mary Burkey (Feb. 16, 1839-May 18, 1929), daughter 
of Christian Burkey (1819-1890) and Mary Stalter (1820-1916). Came with his brother Christian 
Nafziger (1819-1899) via New Orleans and the Mississippi River to Tazewell County, Ill. in 1846. 
Moved to the Delavan Prairie in 1854. Ordained as a minister for the Delavan Prairie congregation 
(now the Hopedale Mennonite Church) between 1857 and 1866.'* 


NAFZIGER, PETER, 1862, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1870. Born Sept. 17, 1809 Alsace; died Sept. 6, 
1877 Fulton County, Ohio. Son of Valentine Nafziger (1782-1857) and Jacobina Schantz (1785- 
1866). Married perhaps in 1835 Magdalena Wyse (April 9, 1818-April 18, 1871). Arrived in Wayne 
County, Ohio in 1831 and purchased land in Fulton County, Ohio in 1837, moving there in 1841. 
Ordained as a minister in Wayne County, Ohio for the Wooster congregation (now the Oak Grove 
Mennonite Church) probably in 1841. Ordained as the third resident bishop in the Fulton County 
congregation (now the Central Mennonite Church) ca. 1865 by Joseph Stuckey (1826-1902) 
following the death of Peter Wyse (1800-1856). Served until incapacitated by a stroke in ca. 
187274 


NEUHAUSER, VALENTINE, 1866, 1871, 1874, 1875, 1878. Born March 14, 1814 Bebing, 
Moselle; died June 12, 1899 Livingston County, Ill. Son of Johannes Neuhauser (1775-1836) and 
Anne Marie Kennel (b. 1770). Married Oct. 19, 1839 at Lorquin, Moselle, Elizabeth “Barbara” 
Schertz (Oct. 12, 1838-May 14, 1886), daughter of Andre Schertz (ca. 1793-1837) and Barbara 
Saltzmann. Immigrated from France to Peoria, Ill. in 1853 and moved to the Gridley Prairie in 
Livingston County, Ill. in 1863. Served in the Gridley Prairie congregation (now the Waldo 
Mennonite Church) as deacon and was ordained by 1866.'* 


OESCH, ANDREW, 1878. Born Dec. 16, 1848 near Pekin, Elm Grove Township, Tazewell 
County, Ill.; died Jan. 23, 1940 near Upland, California. Son of Andreas Oesch (b. 1821). Married 


Fulton County, Ohio (Swanton, Ohio: The Fulton County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society, 
1986), 157. Nofziger’s obituary states: “He was a faithful laborer in the duties imposed upon him, 
until the Lord called him hence. Though he met with many difficulties in his ministerial labors, he 
remained steadfast, and was a firm pillar in the church. He continually exerted himself, as much as 
God gave him grace, to preserve the unity of the church, and to avoid dissenssions and divisions. He 
was a deep thinker, and an able preacher, a peaceable neighbor and a kind father.” 

143. Nafziger, Park, and Estes, “Genealogy of Gene C. Nafziger,” 69-72; 100 Years at Hopedale, 
8, 16, 24. 

144. Amish Genealogies, 343, 344; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 205; Out of the Wilderness, 
36, 55, 61, 78, 198; “Nafziger,” HoT (Nov. 1877), 81. According to Joseph Stuckey, “Memorandum 
Book,” MS 1893-1901, 5 (original located in the North Danvers Mennonite Church, Danvers, Ill.), 
Peter Nafziger of Fulton County, Ohio was the first bishop Stuckey ordained. This would place 
Nafziger’s ordination as bishop between April 26, 1864 when Stuckey himself was ordained bishop 
and Oct. 28, 1866 when Stuckey ordained Benjamin Eicher as a bishop. It was during Nafziger’s 
ministry that the congregation experienced several divisions: Apostolic Christian (1855), Church of 
God in Christ Mennonite (1858), Evangelical Mennonite Church (1863), and Reformed Mennonite 
Church (1865). Peter Nafziger was “strong willed” and “convinced that the new birth was a worldly 
teaching.” —Out of the Wilderness, 198. 

145. John Schmitt, “Neuhauser,” HoT (Aug. 1, 1899), 238; “Neuhauser,” HoT (July15, 1886), 
222-223; “Neuhauser,” GH (July 27, 1922), 335; Letter, Katie Green, Lincoln, CA to Steven R. 
Estes, Chenoa, IL, May 25, 1999. 
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Feb. 21, 1871 in Danvers, Ill. Magdalena Unzicker (Dec. 25, 1850-Feb. 8, 1914), daughter of Peter 
Unzicker (1816-1881) and Katharina Kennel (1825-1898). In 1871 moved from Tazewell County, 
Ill. to near Providence, Bureau County, Ill. In 1887 moved to Dawson County, Neb. and on Nov. 
24, 1888 to near Aurora, Hamilton County, Neb.; in 1907 to the city of Aurora; in 1912 to Normal, 
Ill.; and in 1913 moved to Upland, California. Baptized in Feb., 1867. Ordained as a minister in 
Feb., 1874 for the Bureau Creek congregation (now the Willow Springs Mennonite Church) and 
served there until Nov., 1887. Served the German Mennonite Church, Aurora, Neb. (organized in 
1886; later called the Pleasant View Mennonite Church; after 1965 the Pleaaant View Bible Church) 
from Nov. 1887 until 1904. In 1912-1913 he assisted in the First Mennonite Church, Normal, Ill. (in 
1976 merged with the Bloomington Mennonite Church to form the Mennonite Church of Normal).'*° 


PEACHEY, ABRAHAM Z., 1863. Born Oct. 17, 1799 Mifflin County, Pa.; died Jan. 15, 1884. 
Son of Moses Peachey (1759-1813) and Barbara Yoder (ca. 1765-1835). Married in 1827 Magdalena 
Zook (July 16, 1809-July 18, 1865), daughter of David Zook (1788-1870) and Barbara King (1788- 
1855). Ordained as a minister in Mifflin County, Pa. between 1827 and 1846, perhaps in 1842 when 
the congregation formed three districts following the death of Bishop Hans Beiler (1764-1842). 
Abraham Peachey served in the Upper district and was ordained as bishop for the Upper District 
probably in 1846 following the silencing of Bishop Samuel B. King (1798-1876) in that year. He 
soon became involved in a controversy with Bishop Solomon Beiler (1798-1888) of the Middle 
district which led to a division in the fall of 1864. Peachey’s congregation developed into the 
Peachey (Renno) Church of the Old Order Amish. '4” 


PLANK, CHRISTIAN S., 1864, 1865, 1867, 1870, 1872. Born April 6, 1819 Wayne County, 
Ohio; died Jan. 1, 1887 near Middlebury, Indiana. Son of Jacob Plank (1795-1856) and Barbara 
Zook (1785-1879). Married Oct. 1, 1840 to Elizabeth Schrock (1823-April 29, 1879), daughter of 
Peter C. Schrock (1795-1846) and Sarah Miller (1802-1848). Ordained as a minister in Wayne 
County, Ohio for the Wooster congregation (now the Oak Grove Mennonite Church) prior to the 
summer of 1851 when he moved to Indiana and became a minister in the Clinton district. In 1854 
went with the progressives and ministered at the Clinton Frame congregation (now the Clinton 
Frame Mennonite Church) and the Forks congregation (now the Forks Mennonite Church). He 


146. “Oesch,” CE (March 1940), 70; Ingold and Guth, “The Oeschs,” 94-95; Amish Immigrants, 
94-96, 170; Johanna Kennel, “Family Records of John Kennel,” MS 1908, 57, photocopy in IMA; 
Central Conference, 91, 207-208; Centennial History, 229; Rachel Waltner Goosen, Meetingplace: 
A History of the Mennonite Church of Normal, 1912-1987 (Normal, Ill.: Mennonite Church of 
Normal, 1987), 16. Andrew Oesch, Bureau County, Ill. purchased land in Indiantown Township, 
Bureau County, Ill. on March 14 and 15, 1870 which he and Magdalena sold on Jan. 8, 1887. “Deed 
Records/56/Bureau County,” 394, 395 and “Deed Records/73/Bureau County,” 611. The souvenir 
program for the fiftieth anniversary of the Pleasant View Mennonite Church, entitled Fifty Years in 
the Service of Christ, Pleasant View Mwnnonite Church (1943), [1] shows that the first minutes of 
the congregation in 1892 listed Andrew Oesch as a deacon. Western District A[mish] M[ennonite] 
Conference, Record of Conference Proceedings, 1890-1912 (Scottdale, Pa.: MPH, 1912), 24 shows 
Andrew Oesch attending the sessions near Milford, Neb. on Sept. 30, and Oct. 1, 1897, and listed as 
a bishop. The date of his moving to Nebraska is confirmed by land records which show that when he 
purchased property in Dawson County, Neb. on Sept. 5, 1887 he was living in Bureau County, Ill. 
but when he purchased land in Hamilton County, Neb. on Jan. 28, 1888, he was living in Dawson 
County, Neb. 


147. Amish Genealogies, 3, 5, 553; Samuel M. Peachey, 4 Memorial History of Peter Bitsche 
(Allensville, Pa.: by the author, 1892), 22; “Peachey,” HoT (April 15, 1884), 125 states: “He was a 
bishop in the Amish Mennonite Church more than 30 years”; Mifflin County Amish, 118-120. An 
account of the communion and ordination service conducted by Levi Miller (1799-1884) in the home 
of Abraham Peachey on Nov. 6, 1864 describes what might be considered to be the start of the 
Peachey Church.—Stoltzfus Documents, 122-124. 
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established the Sunday school at Forks in 1871. He led the singing at Forks the Sunday before he 
died.'* 


PLANK, DAVID, 1865, 1867, 1869. Born May 15, 1833 Mifflin County, Pa.; died Oct. 4, 1912 
Union Township, Logan County, Ohio. Son of Samuel Plank (1808-1878) and Juliana Hertzler 
(1810-1879). In 1844 came with his parents to Union Township, Logan County, Ohio. On Feb. 14, 
1856 married Mary Hartzler (June 9, 1836-Nov. 10, 1924), daughter of Adam Hartzler (b. 1803) and 
Mary Hooley (1804-1837). Baptized as an adult in the Amish church. Ordained as a minister in 
1859 for the North district (now the South Union Mennonite Church). In 1863 Plank left the North 
district and helped form the Walnut Grove congregation (which in 1929 discontinued services and 
rejoined the South Union congregation). He was ordained as a bishop in 1895 to serve both the 
Walnut Grove and South Union congregations. On June 7, 1863 he was instrumental in opening a 
Sunday school in the North district with the counsel of the congregation, called “the first permanent 
Sunday school in the ‘Old’ Mennonite church founded by the authority of the church.”'* 


PLANK, SAMUEL, 1865, 1867, 1868. Born July 20, 1808 Lancaster County, Pa.; died Dec. 11, 
1878 Logan County, Ohio. Son of Christian Plank (1771-1851) and Barbara Yoder (1766-1850). 
Married on March 6, 1830 Juliana Hartzler (June 9, 1810-April 11, 1879), daughter of Jacob Hartzler 
(1780-1832) and Christina Kauffman (1783-1871). In 1816 moved with his parents to Mifflin 
County, Pa.. In 1844 moved to Union Township, Logan County, Ohio. Ordained as a deacon in 
1847 for the original Logan County congregation. When the congregation formed two districts in 
1850 he served in the North district (now the South Union Mennonite Church). In 1863 he went 
with the group that formed the Walnut Grove congregation (which discontinued in 1929 and rejoined 
the South Union Mennonite Church).'*° 


RAMSEYER, JOSEPH, 1862. Born June 8, 1814 Switzerland; died Feb. 2, 1890 near Zurich, 
Hay Township, Huron County, Ontario. Son of John Ramseyer (1776-1853) and Barbara Kauffman 
(1777-1844). Immigrated with his parents from Havre on the ship “Richmond” arriving in New York 
on July 8, 1835. Married on Jan. 10, 1836 in Stark County, Ohio to Barbara Klopfenstein (b. ca. 
1817; living Oct. 16, 1850). Married second Anne Marie “Mary” Sommer (July 25, 1814-Jan. 22, 
1902), daughter of Joseph Sommer and Elizabeth Miller, widow of Jacob C. Eicher (1809-1849). In 
1850 lived in Washington Township, Stark County, Ohio and by 1860 was living in Paris Township, 
Stark County, Ohio. He was a minister in the Buchenland congregation (now the Beech Mennonite 
church). In 1862 he led a conservative group out of the Buchenland congregation in what was a 
temporary split in the church. In 1863 Ramseyer moved to near New Hamburg, Waterloo County, 
Ontario to escape the military draft. Later he lived near Zurich, Huron County, Ontario. Eventually 
joined the Egly Amish (now the Evangelical Mennonite Church).'*! 


148. Amish Genealogies, 349, 352, 357, 394; Mennonites in Indiana, 318; Short Account, 9-10; 
Wenger, Forks Mennonite Church, 20, 24. 


149. Amish Genealogies, 149, 152, 350, 354; Mennonites of Ohio, 376; Early Sunday Schools, 
10; John Umble, “David Plank,” MHB (Oct. 1963), 4, 7; David Plank, “Origin and Growth of our 
Sunday School,” MHB (Jan. 1964), 1-2; Settlements That Failed, 364-366. 


150. Amish Genealogies, 148, 150, 348, 350, 354; Hartzler Family, 53; Mifflin County Amish, 
63; Umble, “David Plank,” 4; Settlements That Failed, 364-366. 


151. John A. Liechty, Brief Outline Containing Lists of Names of Families Connected with the 
Ramseyer-Rich Reunion (Louisville, Ohio, 1907), 4, 8; ship passenger list courtesy of John M. Byler, 
Frederickton, Ohio; Early Marriages of Stark County, Ohio, 1809-1840 (Alliance, Ohio: The 
Alliance Genealogical Society, 1986), 73; Neesz, Eicher Genealogy, 5, 7, 8; Hamilton, Eicher Name 
in America, 111, 112-113, 121; Joseph Stoll, “An Early Amish Lawsuit, 1861,” Family Life (Aug.- 
Sept., 1987), 24, 26-27; Yoder, The Beech, 112; Federal Population Census, Washington Township, 
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REDIGER, JACOB, 1871, 1875, 1878. Born June 30, 1807 Ottenweierhof near Ichenheim, 
Baden; died June 15, 1889 near Milford, Neb. Son of Jacob Rediger (1773-1843) and Jacobina 
Guengerich (b. 1779). Married in 1835 Magdalena Schrag (1814-April 11, 1882), possibly the 
daughter of Johannes Schrag (1786-1821) and Elisabeth Eyer. Migrated from Baden to Woodford 
County, Ill. in 1868 because of conscientious objection to military service. Moved to near Milford, 
Seward County, Neb. in 1881. In 1836 ordained as a minister in Baden. In Illinois served the part of 
the Mackinaw meeting which developed into the Roanoke congregation (organized in 1873, now the 
Roanoke Mennonite Church) from 1868-1881.'° 


REDIGER, JOSEPH, 1878. Born March 13, 1845 Ottenweierhof near Ichenheim, Baden; died 
Aug. 28, 1938 Milford, Neb. Son of Jacob Rediger (1807-1889) and Magdalena Schrag (1814- 
1882). Married July 4, 1873 Magdalena Burkey (Jan. 4, 1853-May 28, 1924), daughter of Joseph 
Burkey (1816-1902) and Barbara Eigsti (1827-1911). Came to Illinois from Baden in 1868 because 
of conscientious objection to military service and moved to Seward County, Neb. with his parents in 
1881. Ordained as a minister in the spring of 1877 for the Roanoke congregation (organized 1873, 
now the Roanoke Mennonite Church) and served until 1881. He served in the ministry of the 
Fairview congregation (now the East Fairview Mennonite Church, organized in 1876) for 55 


years.!” 


REESER, CHRISTIAN, 1866, 1871, 1875, 1878. Born Sept. 15, 1819 Gavanhusen, Lorraine; 
died Jan. 14, 1923 Eureka, Woodford County, Ill. Son of John (ca. 1785-ca. 1830) and Fanny (b. ca. 
1796) Reeser. Married April 25, 1852 Barbara Zimmerman (April 4, 1831-March 26, 1903), 
daughter of Johannes Zimmerman and Emma Anna Schneider. In 1839 came from Lorraine to Butler 
County, Ohio through New Orleans, Louisiana. Moved to Delaware County, Indiana in 1847 and to 
Montgomery Township, Woodford County, Ill. in 1857. Moved to Eureka in 1895, lived in Cass 
County, Missouri from 1907-1910, and then near and in Eureka for the rest of his life. Baptized in 
ca. 1844. Ordained as a minister by the vote of the congregation in 1866 in the home of Christian 
Schrock (1818-1878) by Jacob Zehr (1825-1898) for the Mackinaw meeting (after 1873 the Roanoke 
congregation, now the Roanoke Mennonite Church). Preached his first sermon in the Christian Zehr 
(1812-1893) home. While in Missouri he served what is now the Sycamore Grove Mennonite 
Church.'”* 


Stark County, Ohio, 16 Oct. 1850 377, #311/313. Mary Garth Ramseyer, Joseph Ramseyer- "Yet 
Speaking” (Fort Wayne, Ind.: Mrs. Joseph Ramseyer, 1945), 17-21, 23. 


Egly, “A Brief History” tells of Henry Egly’s visit to “brother Joseph Ramseyer” in July and 
Aug., 1885 and that Henry Egly traveled to Ontario on Feb. 4, 1890 to conduct his funeral service. 
Ramseyer’s grandson was Joseph E. Ramseyer (1869-1944), a founder of the Missionary Church 
Association in 1898, who was saved in 1885 while plowing on his grandfather’s farm. J. E. 
Ramseyer’s parents were Michael Ramseyer (d. 1873) and Mary Eicher (1849-1930). 


152. L. E. Hulen, comp., Family of Christian Rediger and Elizabeth Eigsti (Nov. 1971), v.; 
Amish Mennonites in Germany, 223-224; 239, 240; “Rediger,” HoT (Aug. 15, 1889), 255; Hostetler 
letter to Estes (Sept. 12, 1995); Milford Mennonite Experience, 130. 


153. Hulen, Rediger, v, vi; Burkey, Early Family Data, 2-3; Hostetler, letter to Estes (Sept. 12, 
1995); Milford Mennonite Experience, 129-30. 


154. The life story of Christian Reeser is told in Ethel Reeser Cosco, Christian Reeser: The Story 
of a Centenarian (1953), see especially 54-63, 71-72; Marabeth Zimmerman Scott, Isaac 
Zimmerman (second printing, July 1993), 7-11; South Central, 84. The date given in Cosco, Reeser, 
54, for Reeser’s ordination is 1867, but he must have been ordained by 1866 to be listed as a minister 
in the attendance register of the 1866 meeting. “Reeser,” GH (Feb. 8, 1923), 895 states that “his 
period in the ministry was 56 years” which could indicate 1866 as an ordination date although the 
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RIEHL, ELIAS, 1862, 1863, 1865, 1867, 1868, 1870, 1872, 1873. Born July 6, 1818 Chester 
County, Pa.; died March 9, 1901 Union County, Pa. Son of John Riehl (1793-1864) and Lavina 
Yoder (1790-1870). Married Dec. 18, 1840 Frances “Fannie” Lantz (Aug. 5, 1816-May 29, 1897), 
daughter of Samuel Lantz (1781-1852) and Magdalena Fisher (1780-1850). Moved to Mifflin 
County with his parents in 1820 and to Union County in the spring of 1838. Ordained as a minister 
for the Buffalo Valley congregation (organized in 1837; closed 1885) in 1847 and as bishop by 
March 22, 1855 when he performed a marriage. In 1880 he was silenced in his ministry and held 
separate services until joining the Richfield Mennonite Church in Juniata County, Pa. (organized in 
1883, joined the Eastern District of the General Conference Mennonite Church in 1928) which had 
cordial connections with the “Johnson” Mennonites.'*° 


RIEHL, JACOB, 1862, 1863, 1864, 1868. Born May 14, 1810 Chester County, Pa.; died Dec. 
1881 near Academa, Juniata County, Pa. Son of Jacob Riehl (ca. 1771-1821) and Veronica Zug (b. 
1771). Married Gertrude Yoder (Nov. 27, 1810-Aug. 19, 1875), daughter of “Red Yost” Yoder (ca. 
1775-1856) and Veronica Yoder (ca. 1778-by 1830). Ordained as a minister perhaps at the time that 
John Esch (1807-1879) was ordained as a bishop in 1851 and served the Tuscarora Valley 
congregation (organized in 1836; discontinued ca. 1890).'°° 


RINGENBERG, JOHN, 1864, 1865. Born Jan. 17, 1827 Germany; died June 27, 1871 near 
Locke, Elkhart County, Indiana. Son of John Ringenberg and Catherine Oesch (1800-1867). 
Married May 10, 1853 Barbara Stahly (Jan. 22, 1836-Feb. 13, 1869), daughter of Henry Stahly 
(1810-1894) and Magdalena Erismann (ca. 1812-1879). Came with his mother to Wayne County, 
Ohio in 1827 to the Henry Stahly home and moved with them to Elkhart County, Indiana in about 
1842. Ordained as a minister on Nov. 17, 1853 and served in the congregation in Marshall County 
(previously part of the Clinton district. Services began in 1852; organized in 1853). In 1857 
Ringenberg led and organized the progressive Locke congregation (now the First Mennonite Church, 
Nappanee, Indiana). John Ringenberg issued one of the first recorded calls for the union of the 
Amish and Mennonites in the July, 1864 issue of the Herold der Wahrheit.'?’ 


obituary states 1867 as the year. Listed in Proceedings, 1866 as “Christ. Risser, Fornisville, 
Woodford Co., Illin.”; and in 1871, 1875, and 1878 as “Christian Risser, Danvers, McLean County, 
Ill.” A misreading of “Christ. Risser, Fornisville, Woodford County, Illin.” in the 1866 ministers’ 
register (Proceedings, 1866, 16) as “Christ. Miller, Fornisville, Woodford Co., Illin.” led to the 
misidentification of this minister as Christian Miller (1845-1915) in Goodly Heritage, 65, 301. 


155. Amish Genealogies, 76, 254, 257, 367, 368, 496; Umble, “Union County,” 71, 74, 77, 169- 
170, 173-175, 180-184, 186; David Luthy, “Union County,” Family Life (Feb. 1983), 21-23; 
Settlements That Failed, 422, 424, 425-427; Stoltzfus Documents, 52-54, 70, 80-81, 100, 127-128, 
130, 133, 145, 164, 207; “Johnson Mennonites,” by J[ohn] C[hristian] W[enger], ME 3:117-118; 
John L. Ruth, Maintaining the Right Fellowship: A Narrative Account of the Oldest Mennonite 
Community in North America, Studies in Anabaptist and Mennonite History, no. 26 (Scottdale, 
Pensylvania: Herald Press, 1984), 395. 


156. Amish Genealogies, 367, 368, 495, 501, 548; Settlements That Failed, 432-434. 


157. Elden R. Schrock, comp., The Family of John Ringenberg and Barbara Stahly (Nappanee, 
Ind.: [by the compiler, 1979]), 3-7; Amish Genealogies, 374-376; Amish Immigrants, 53, 165; 
Mennonites in Indiana, 321; Amish Directory of Nappanee, 7; Eldon Schrock, 100th Anniversary 
Edition of the History and a Pictorial Directory of the First Mennonite Church, Nappanee, Indiana 
(n.p., 1975), 4; John Ringenberg, “Letter to [John F. Funk]”, HdW (July 1864), 43. John 
Ringenberg’s parents were not married. His father may be the John Ringenberg who came to 
America in 1864 with his wife Marie Kohler (1804-1853) who had previously been the second wife 
of Isaac Stahly (1775?-1839). Emily J. Ropp, comp., Stahly Family History: Christian Stahly and 
Helena Ramseyer, 1779-1992, rev. ed. (by the compiler, 1992), 2; Letter from Jerold A. Stahly (May 
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ROPP, ANDREW, 1862, 1864, 1866, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1874, 1875, 1878. Born Sept. 6, 1807 
on the Bathelhuete near Dammerkirch, Upper Alsace; died June 11, 1890 Elm Grove Township, 
Tazewell, County, Ill. Son of Andrew Ropp (1776-1868) and Elizabeth Eiman (1786-1834). 
Married April 10, 1834 Jacobena Werkler (April 27, 1811-July 24, 1885), daughter of Joseph 
Wverkler (ca. 1788-1820) and Katharina Ringenberg (1788-1863). In 1826 came from France to 
Philadelphia, landing on July 4, 1826 and on to Waterloo County, Ontario with his parents. In 1831 
he preceded them to Butler County, Ohio and scouted land in Illinois in the fall of 1833. In Jan. 
1834 he returned to Illinois, took a claim along the Machinaw River, and in 1835 moved to Elm 
Grove Township, Tazewell County, Ill. Ordained as a minister in 1837 and as a bishop in ca. 1842 
for the Dillon Creek congregation (after 1879 the Pleasant Grove congregation, now part of the First 
Mennonite Church, Morton, I111.).'°® 


ROPP, CHRISTIAN, 1864, 1866, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1878. Born April 27, 
1812 Bartheheute, near Dammerkirch, Upper Alsace; died Aug. 3, 1896 White Oak Township, 
McLean County, Ill. Son of Andrew Ropp (1776-1868) and Elizabeth Eiman (1786-1834). Married 
first May 19, 1836 Magdalena Schertz (Feb. 1813-March 23, 1868), daughter of David Schertz 
(1786-1860) and Katherine Belsley. Married second Sept. 14, 1869 Magdalena Naffziger (Aug. 25, 
1827-April 2, 1908), daughter of Jacob Naffziger (1798-1888) and Barbara Graebill (1795-1876), 
widow of Valentine Birkey (1817-1856). Came from France to Philadelphia, Pa., landing at 
Philadelphia on July 4, 1826, and on to Waterloo County, Ontario in 1826; to Butler County, Ohio in 
1833, to Illinois in Jan., 1834. Ordained by lot in 1840 as a minister for the Mackinaw meeting and 
ordained there as a bishop by lot in 1846. In 1873 the meeting divided and he served both 
congregations (now part of the First Mennonite Church of Morton and the Roanoke Mennonite 
Church). He also served as the elder for the Gridley Prairie congregation (now the Waldo 
Mennonite Church) from 1860-1865 and from 1866-1872.'°? 


ROPP, PETER, 1866, 1871, 1874, 1875, 1878. Born April 25, 1815 Barthelhuete near 
Dammerkirch, Upper Alsace; died July 30, 1893 Elm Grove Township, Tazewell County, Ill. Son of 
Andrew Ropp (1776-1868) and Elizabeth Eiman (1786-1834). Married March 19, 1841 Maria Rich 
(1819-Nov. 17, 1859), daughter of David Rich and Birky. Came to Pennsylvania from 
France on July 4, 1826 and then to Waterloo County, Ontario; to Butler County, Ohio in 1832; and 
to Illinois in the spring of 1834. Ordained as a deacon in the Dillon Creek congregation (after 1879 
the Pleasant Grove congregation, now part of the First Mennonite Church, Morton, 111.).' 


22, 1993). It appears from correspondence in the Samuel Mast Collection, AMC, that John 
Ringenberg’s mother Catherine Oesch was a sister to Fanny Eash (1798-1869), who married 
Frederick Hage (1794-1863). See letter, John Ringenberg, Locke, Indiana to “Dear Friend and Co- 
Laborer [Samuel Mast],” (July 15, 1865). He apparently wrote to his relatives after seeing Samuel 
Mast (1808-1878) at the ministers’ meeting in Wayne County, Ohio on June 5-7, 1865 and then 
visiting them in Holmes County on his way home. 


158. Estes, Love God and Your Neighbor, 19, 24-25, 69, 111-112. Mennonites of America, 480- 
483, 486; Ropp, “Andrew Ropp,” [1-3]; “Ropp,” HoT (July 15, 1890), 222; C. Henry Smith Papers. 

159. Mennonites of America, 480-484, 495-496; Estes, Love God and Your Neighbor, 84; Amish 
Immigrants, 103, 106-107; Birky, “Birky History,” [1-3]. The notice of his death (“Obituary: Ropp,” 
HoT (Sept 1, 1896), 270 says: “For fifty-five years he preached the gospel in the Amish Mennonite 
Church. He was a faithful minister.” 


160. [Peter A. Ropp], Peter Ropp, 1815-1893, 1; Mennonites of America, 480-483; Centennial 


History, 218. “Rupp,” HoT (Aug. 15, 1893), 283 states: “Bro. Rupp was chosen to the ministry and 
served faithfully.” 
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ROTH, DANIEL, 1866, 1871, 1874, 1875, 1878. Born Feb. 5, 1833 Alsace-Lorraine; died Feb. 
10, 1922 Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Nicolaus Roth (d. 1834) and Veronica Zimmerman (1789- 
1878). Married first Feb. 27, 1855 Catherine Ropp (Dec. 27, 1835-March 25, 1885), daughter of 
Andrew Ropp (1807-1890) and Jacobena Werkler (1811-1885). Married second Sept. 15, 1887 
Lisette Goldsmith (Oct. 27, 1854-Sept. 11, 1923), daughter of Jacob Goldsmith and Anna 
Zimmermann. In 1837 moved with mother to Butler County, Ohio and in 1848 to Tazwell County, 
Ill. Ordained as a minister for the Dillon Creek congregation (after 1879 the Pleasant Grove 
congregation, now part of the First Mennonite Church, Morton) between 1855 and 1866.'°! 


ROTH, JOSEPH K., 1874. Born ca. 1828 in France; died July 6, 1882 near Trenton, Trenton 
Township, Henry County, Iowa shortly after a tornado destroyed every building on his farm except 
the house. Perhaps the Joseph Roth, aged 26, who immigrated from Havre on the ship “Albert 
Gallatin” arriving in New York on April 30, 1852. If so, he was a son of Johannes [sic] (b. ca. 1797) 
and Anna (b. ca. 1807) Roth. Married on Jan. 20, 1859 in Henry County, Iowa to Elizabeth 
Christner (April 24, 1839-Jan. 6, 1913), the daughter of Peter (1799-1880) and Fanny Christner. She 
came to Canada with her parents in 1847 and to Henry County, Iowa in 1855. Ordained as a deacon 
in 1863 for the Henry County congregation (now the Sugar Creek Mennonite Church near Wayland, 
lowa).!? 


ROTH, NICHOLAS “NICK”, 1866. Born March 14, 1815 Alsace-Lorraine; died Feb. 3, 1894 
Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Nicolaus Roth (d. 1834) and Veronica Zimmerman (1789-1878). 
Immigrated with his wife Katharina Habecker (ca. 1812/23-Dec. 2, 1888) from Havre on the ship 
“Poland” arriving in New York on June 17, 1839. In 1846 they settled in Washington Township, 
Tazewell County, Ill. Ordained as a minister for the Dillon Creek congregation (after 1879 the 
Pleasant Grove congregation, now part of the First Mennonite Church, Morton) ca. 1848. Ordained 
as a bishop by Oct. 25, 1866 when he performed a marriage. In 1868 he and some followers left the 
Dillon Creek congregation to join the Busch Gemein (now the Groveland Evangelical Mennonite 
Church) in becoming part of the Egly Amish (now the Evangelical Mennonite Church).'® 


161. Ruth C. Roth and Roy D. Roth, A Genealogics! Study of the Nicolaus and Veronica 
(Zimmerman) Roth Family, 1834-1954 (Elkhart, Ind.: by the author, 1955), xxxix, 287-294, 302; 
Estes, Love God and Your Neighbor, 111-112; Mennonites of America, 502; David C. Perkins, 
comp., Tazewell County Illinois Marriage Records Index, Jan. 1883-Dec., 1887 (Pekin, Ill.: 
Tazewell County Genealogical Society, 1991), 5:47. 


162. Mennonites in Iowa, 104, 300; “Died: Roth,” HoT (Aug. 1, 1882), 238 which states: “Bro. 
Roth was a faithful minister in the Amish Mennonite Church.” The obituary of his daughter Fannie 
Roth Ensminger (1871-1949) in “Ensminger,” GH (Nov. 15, 1949), 1134 states, “In her youth she 
accepted Christ as her personal Saviour and united with the Sugar Creek A. M. Church, in which her 
father served as deacon.” Federal Population Census, Trenton Township, Henry County, Iowa, Aug. 
25, 1870, 23/373, line 34, #178/176; Ibid., Trenton Township, Henry County, Iowa, June 9, 1880, 
11/235, line 46, #123/123; Evelyn Wiley, “Roth, Elizabeth Christner,” a short biography in the 
collection of the Mennonite Historical Society, Kalona, Iowa; “Roth,” GH (Feb. 6, 1913), 719; 
“Christner,” HoT (March 24, 1904), 104; Germans to America, 2:296. If Joseph K. Roth is the one 
listed on the “Albert Gallatin” in 1852, he was born March 7, 1826 in Reiningue, Alsace, France to 
Joseph Roth (1796-1873) and Anna Kauffman (1808-1886) who went to East Zorra Twp., Oxford 
County, Ontario. The father’s name was incorrectly given as Johannes on the ship list. — 
Zimmermann and Related Families, 236. 

163. Roth and Roth, Roth Family, 73-74, 191; Mennonites of America, 502; ship passenger list 
courtesy of John M. Byler, Fredericktown, Ohio; Tazewell County, Illinois 1 860 Census and Index: 
Eastern Half (Pekin, Ill.: Tazewell County Genealogical Society, 1984), 63-66; Tazewell County 
Marriage Records, Book C, 115; “Groveland, IL congregation,” file in Harry F. Weber Collection, 
AMC. The ordination date of ca. 1848 comes from a note in the C. Henry Smith Papers. 
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ROTH, PETER, 1866. Born Feb. 12, 1829 Alsace; died Aug. 9, 1901 Panola Township, 
Woodford County, Ill. Son of Nicolaus Roth (d. 1834) and Veronica Zimmerman (1789-1878). 
Married Feb. 8, 1857 Jacobena Naffziger (Jan. 6, 1836-Jan. 17, 1928), daughter of Jacob Naffziger 
(1798-1888) and Barbara Graebill (1795-1876). Came from Alsace to Butler County, Ohio in 1834; 
to Tazewell County, Ill. in 1856; and to Panola Township, Woodford County in 1873. Ordained as a 
minister for the Dillon Creek congregation (after 1879 the Pleasant Grove congregation, now part of 
the First Mennonite Church, Morton) between 1857 and 1866. In 1868 followed his brother 
Nicholas Roth (1815-1894) to the Busch Gemein (now the Groveland Evangelical Mennonite 
Church) and served there until 1873. After 1873 he was a member of the Evangelical Church.'* 


RUPP, JACOB, 1864, 1865. Born ca. 1801 Baden; died in the winter of 1875 near Leo, Allen 
County, Indiana of small pox when there visiting his son Joseph Rupp (1840-1911). Son of 
Johannes Rupp (b. ca. 1755/9). Married Magdalena King (b. ca. 1803/5; living July 14, 1860), 
possibly the daughter of Jacob Konig (b. ca. 1773) and Anna Rotinger (b. ca. 1785). The couple 
came from Baden to German Township, Fulton County, Ohio in 1840. Ordained as a minister, Rupp 
served in the Fulton County congregation (now the Central Mennonite Church) where he was 
involved in a controversy as early as 1863. By 1864 he and his followers had separated and formed 
their own congregation which in 1866 identified with the Egly Amish (now the Evengelical 
Mennonite Church, Archbold, Ohio).'® 


RUPP, JOHN, 1871. Born Oct. 18, 1824 near Saareburg, Lorraine; died April 4, 1913 
Bloomington, Ill. Son of John Rupp (1795-1867) and Mary Vercler (1796-1883). Married April 3, 
1853 Mary Baechler (July 28, 1830-Sept. 18, 1925), daughter of Andrew Baechler (1796-1874) and 
Anna Rupp (1800-1870). In April, 1855 moved to Peoria, Ill. and settled on the Delavan Prairie near 
Minier, Tazewell County; in 1865 to the Weston Prairie in Mclean County, Ill.; to Chenoa, Ill. in 
1879; and to Bloomington, Ill. in 1896. Retired from farming in 1872. Ordained as a minister for the 
Delavan Prairie congregation (now the Hopedale Mennonite Church) between 1855 and 1865 
(perhaps in 1864 at the same time that his brother-in-law Simon Baechler was ordained). He served 
the Weston congregation (organized in 1867 and continuing today in the Flanagan Mennonite 
Church and Meadows Mennonite Church). Became inactive as a minister.’ 


SCHANTZ, CHRISTIAN, 1862, 1865. Born Oct. 2, 1788 Kalzenthal, Alsace, France; died Oct. 
22, 1879 Wayne County, Ohio. Son of Peter Schantz (ca. 1750-ca. 1793) and Magdalena Wagler. 


164. Roth and Roth, Roth Family, 267-268, 273; Amish Immigrants, 103, 106-107; Woodford 
County, Illinois (1889), 306-307. 


165. Rupp, Descendants of Johannes Rupp, 16-17, 19, 45-47, 188, 193; Out of the Wilderness, 
35, 60, 65-69, 229; Lewis Cass Aldrich, History of Henry and Fulton Counties, Ohio (Syracuse, 
N.Y.: D. Mason & Co., 1888), 695; Thomas Mikesell, ed., The County of Fulton (Madison, Wis.: 
Northwestern Historical Association, 1905), 225 which states Jacob Rupp was bom in 
Switzerland.— letter Egly to Yoder (Feb. 6, 1866), translated in Part II, Doc. 10 of this volume. 
Although there has been some question as to whether Rupp was ever an ordained minister in the 
Fulton county congregation, his attendance at the ministers’ meetings of 1864 and 1865 
(Proceedings, 1864, 4, 8; 1865, 6) make it clear that he was a minister in that congregation. 


166. Edwin O. Ropp, “Family History Papers” and “Baechler-Rupp” Papers, IMA; Centennial 
History, 466. He may be the John A. Rupp of Ill. who followed Henry Egly (1824-1890) in 1870 and 
who in 1875, with Joseph Rupp (1840-1911) of Fulton County, caused a separation from the church 
which caused Egly great problems. In 1882 John Rupp and his followers were put out of the Egly 
Amish church (now the Evangelical Mennonite Church). Egly, “A Brief History,” 11, 12-13. 
Apparently the controversy began with a disagreement about baptism. 
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Married Oct. 4, 1812 Katharina Roggy (1793-1868), daughter of Jean Roggy (1757-1835) and 
Elisabeth Eyer (b. 1757). In 1833 came from near Weisenberg, France to Milton Township; Wayne 
County, Ohio. Ordained as bishop in the Wooster congregation (now the Oak Grove Mennonite 
Church) by Feb. 3, 1842 and is said to have been the first person ordained as a bishop in Ohio.'°’ 


SCHERTZ, CHRISTIAN, 1866, 1871, 1875, 1878. Born March 14, 1815 Berktropf, Lorraine; 
died Oct. 26, 1878 near Washington, Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Christian Schertz (1781-1835) 
and Catherine Schertz (1793-1853). Immigrated to Illinois in 1838 leaving La Havre on Dec. 10, 
1837 on the ship “Manchester” and arriving in New Orleans, Louisiana on Feb. 15, 1838. Married 
Aug. 29, 1841 Catherine Engel (March 15, 1820-June 12, 1896), daughter of John Engel (1788- 
1871) and Magdalena Frei (1789-1864). Ordained as a minister in 1852 and served in the Partridge 
Creek congregation (now the Metamora Mennonite Church).!® 


SCHERTZ, CHRISTIAN, 1866, 1878. Born May 1, 1832 Oberstinzel, Meurthe, France; died 
May 13, 1889 Woodford County, Ill. Son of Joseph Schertz (1769-1837) and Madeleine Schrag 
(1787-1833). Married Feb. 10, 1857 Anna Zehr (May 17, 1837-April 2, 1870), daughter of Joseph 
Zehr (1809-1883) and Catherine Kohler (1815-1884). Married second Catherine Cender (1833- 
1894), daughter of Christian Cender (1786-1861) and Magdalena Eymann (1789-1873). Came to 
Illinois with his father in 1837. Ordained as a minister between 1857 and 1866 (perhaps in 1857 by 
Jonathan Yoder, 1795-1869) serving the Partridge Creek congregation (now the Metamora 
Mennonite Church).!® 


SCHLABACH, JOHN C. 1864, 1865. Born Sept. 9, 1825 Somerset County, Pa.; died Dec. 22, 
1915 near Thomas, Custer County, Oklahoma. Son of Christian Schlabach (1793-1871) and Barbara 
Gnaegi (1791-1868). Married Dec. 5, 1847 Catherine Mast (Sept. 1831-April 12, 1896), daughter of 
Daniel Mast (1791-1874) and Elizabeth Hochstetler (1801-1869). In the 1830s came with his parents 


167. Amish Mennonites in Germany, 229-230, 234; Creative Congregationalism, 59-60; 
Mennonites of Ohio, 379; marriage record courtesy of Ardys Serpette, Bloomington Ill.; “Christian 
Schantz (1817-1907),” MHB (July, 1970), 3. His obituary (“Christian Schantz,” HoT, Jan. 1880, 17) 
calls him “the aged father, and bishop in the Amish Church.” 


168. Wilma Brentz, Christian Schertz Genealogy and History, 1815-1878 (Farmington, Ill.: by 
the author, 1971), 1-3; Peter Schertz Family, n. P.; Estes, Love God and Your Neighbor, 80-81, 82- 
83. One of Schertz’s great-granddaughters, Martha Neumann, reported to Mildred Schertz, another 
great-granddaughter, that she had heard that Christian was a minister. Reported by Mildred Schertz, 
Metamora, Ill. (April 24, 1988). Listed in Proceedings, 1866, as “Christ. Schertz, Tazewell Co., I11.”; 
and in 1871, 1875, and 1878 as “Christian Schertz, Washington, Tazewell County, III.” 


169. Joseph B. Sommer, The Joseph Schertz Family of Woodford County, Illinois (rev. ed., 
1981), 64-67; Joseph B. Sommer, The Joseph and Catherine Kohler Zehr Family (1979), 1-3; Ruth 
Oyer, Cender: Joseph and Mary; French material on the Schertz family in possession of Mildred 
Schertz, Metamora, Ill.; Ardys Serpette, “Zehrs From Europe to Illinois,” JMH (Sept., 1992), 53, 71- 
75; Neil Ann Stuckey Levine, “Cender’s Housebook I: Christian Cender In Alsace Between 1815 
and 1833,” JMH (Dec. 1993), 69, 80-87; Neil Ann Stuckey Levine, “Cender’s Housebook II: The 
Parents and Siblings of Journal-Keeper Christian Cender Born in Alsace in 1786,” JMH (March 
1994), 1, 6-21; Neil Ann Stuckey Levine, “Cender’s Housebook III: The Family of Johannes 
Zendner (d. 1803), Younger Brother of Journal-Keeper Christian Cender,” IMH (Sept. 1994), 45, 56- 
67. Listed in Proceedings, 1866 as “Christ. Schertz, Metamora, Woodford Co., Illin.”, and in 1878 
as “Christian Schertz, Metamora, Woodford County, Ill.” A note in the C. Henry Smith Papers 
states that Jonathan Yoder went to Partridge Creek to “make preachers” and discovered the 
congregation already had 14 ministers. This seems to have been in 1857 according to the known 
ministers of the Partridge Creek congregation. This may have been when Christian Schertz was 
ordained. 
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to Holmes County, Ohio; in 1852 moved to Marshall County, Indiana; in 1903 to Custer County, 
Oklahoma to live with his son Shem Schlabach (1854-1923) who moved there in Aug., 1902. 
Ordained as a minister in 1855 for the Breman (now Old Order Amish) congregation. Served the 
Old Order congregation in Custer County, Oklahoma from 1903-1915.'”° 


SCHLEGEL, CHRISTIAN, 1866, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1878. Born Jan. 
17, 1819 near Belfort, France; died Nov. 26, 1884 Pike Township, Livingston County, Ill. Son of 
Christian Schlegel (1792-ca. 1863) and Catherine Ernst (ca. 1790-between 1850 and 1860). Married 
May 16, 1842 Salome Sommer (June 17, 1819-July 20, 1890), daughter of Ulrich Sommer (b. 1769) 
and Barbe Guerich (b. 1774). In 1824 came with parents to Brooklyn, New York; in 1835 through 
Waterloo County, Canada and Chicago, Ill. to the Ten Mile Creek settlement in Tazewell County, III. 
In 1855 to Elm Grove Township, Tazewell County, Ill.; in 1857 to the Delavan Prairie in Tazewell 
County; and in 1862 to the Gridley Prairie in Livingston County, Ill. Ordained as a minister while 
living along Ten Mile Creek, perhaps in 1854. Served the Partridge Creek congregation (now the 
Metamore Mennonite Church) until 1855; the Dillon Creek congregation (later the Pleasant Grove 
congregation, now part of the First Mennonite Church, Morton, Ill.) from 1855-1857; the Delavan 
Prairie congregation (now the Hopedale Mennonite Church) from 1857-1862; and the Gridley 
Prairie congregation (now the Waldo Mennonite Church) from 1862-1884. In 1872 he was ordained 
as a resident bishop for the Gridley Prairie congregation.!”! 


SCHLEGEL, JOSEPH, 1871, 1874, 1878. Bom Nov. 11, 1837 near Muhlhouse, Alsace; died 
Dec. 25, 1913 Seward County, Neb. Son of Joseph Schlegel (b. 1808) and Madeleine Peterschmitt. 
Married Aug. 25, 1863 Mary Miller (Feb. 14, 1847-April 25, 1923), daughter of Peter (ca. 1810-by 
1860) and Anna (b. ca. 1809) Miller, the first Amish settlers in Davis County, Iowa. In 1854 
migrated with his parents to Waterloo County, Ontario; in 1856 to Davis County, Iowa; in 1865 to 
Henry County, Iowa; in 1879 to Seward County, Neb.; in 1898 he moved into Milford, Neb. 
Ordained as a minister in 1867 for the Trenton congregation (now the Sugar Creek Mennonite 
Church) and as a bishop in 1869. After 1879 was bishop for what is now the East Fairview 
Mennonite Church in Nebraska. He organized numerous congregations in Ontario, Oregon, 
Nebraska, and Colorado.'” 


SCHLONEGER, MICHAEL, 1864, 1865, 1867, 1868, 1869, 1872, 1873. Born July 22, 1822 
on the high seas while his family was migrating to America; died April 23, 1906 Stark County, Ohio. 
Son of Michael Schlunneger (1792-1879) and Barbara Conrad (1788-1876). Married April 25, 1847 
Barbara Yoder (Feb. 27, 1829-July 27, 1903), daughter of Jacques Yoder and Barbara Liechty. In 
1822 came to Stark County, Ohio as an infant. Ordained as a minister on Oct. 25, 1863 by John K. 


170. Amish Genealogies, 210, 324, 329, 377, 378; Amish Immigrants, 132, 140; Miller, Amish 
Directory of Nappanee, 8, 16; Settlements That Failed, 377, Mennonites of Indiana, 326. 


171. Myrna Slagell Park, “Christian Schlegel: Alsace to Illinois,” MH (June 1981), 15-18; 
Catherine Schlegel, “The Amish Schlegel Immigrants,” MFH (July 1994), 112-113; Claude Jerome, 
“Ascendance de Salome Sommer,” May 5, 1985, ancestrial chart in possession of the Gunden 
family, Goshen, Ind.; Steven R. Estes, “To Be Christ’s Disciples: The Life and Ministry of Christian 
and Salome Sommer Schlegel,” typescript presented at the Slagel-Slagell Family Reunion, 
Mennonite Heritage Center, Metamora, Ill., (Aug. 16, 1992). 


172. L. J. Miller, “Fifty Mennonite Leaders: Bishop Joseph Schlegel (1837-1913),” GH (Nov. 7, 
1929), 651; Schlegel, “Schlegel Immigrants,” 112-113; Mennonites in Iowa, 57, 104, 137, 300, 330, 
395; Amish Immigrants, 102; Park, “Christian Schlegel,” 15; Sugar Creek Mennonite Church, 1871- 
1971 (1971), 29-30; MCD, 328; “Schlegel, Joseph,” by M[elvin] G[ingerich], ME 4: 460; [Levi 
Schlegel?], “History of the Joseph Schlegel Family” in Hostetler, letter to Estes (Sept. 12, 1995); 
“Schlegel,” GH (Jan. 8, 1914), 655 states that he was ordained as a bishop in 1868. 
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Yoder (1824-1906) and as a bishop on May 26, 1870 also by John K. Yoder. Served in the 
Buchenland congregation (now the Beech Mennonite Church).'” 


SCHMIDT, JOHN P., 1866, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1875, 1878. Born Oct. 12, 1820 Bendorf, 
Upper Alsace, France: died Jan. 11, 1904 Waldo Township, Livinston County, Ill. Son of John 
Peter Schmitt (b. 1794) and Christina Swartz (b. ca. 1790). Married Oct. 17, 1847 Catharine 
Burgelbaugh (Aug. 29, 1830-Aug. 14, 1905), daughter of Hans Birkelbach (d. 1841) and Mary 
Schwartzentruber (1804-1892). In 1832 came to near Mill Creek, Lancaster County, Pa. and in 1833 
came to Butler County, Ohio with his parents; in 1851 to Lee County, Iowa; and in 1863 to 
Livingston County, Ill. Ordained as a minister, probably in Lee County, Iowa, probably in 1860 and 
served the Gridley Prairie congregation (now the Waldo Mennonite Church) from 1863-1904.'” 


SCHMUCKER, CHRISTIAN, 1865. Born 1805 Berks County, Pa.; died July 25, 1887 Miami 
County, Indiana. Son of Christian Schmucker (1775-1857) and Elizabeth Stutzman. Married Lydia 
Lantz, daughter of Christian Lantz (1781-1859) and Mary Hartzler (1783-1859). In 1806 came with 
his parents to Leacock Township, Lancaster County, Pa.; in 1814 with his parents to Mifflin County, 
Pa.; in 1828 to Stark County, Ohio; in 1830 to Wayne County, Ohio; by 1850, perhaps as much as a 
decade earlier, living in Knox County, Ohio; and about the time of the Civil War to Miami County, 
Indiana. Ordained as a minister prior to moving to Indiana where he joined the Howard-Miami 
congregation (now the Howard-Miami Mennonite Church). Apparently was not very active in the 
ministry after his move to Indiana.'’* 


SCHMUCKER, JOHN “HANS,” 1862, 1865. Born March 31, 1816 Berne, Switzerland; died 
Nov. 27, 1872 Howard County, Indiana. Son of Johannes Schmucker (1789-1823) and Mary 
Klopfenstein (ca. 1778/80-after 1850). Married first April 23, 1858 Elizabeth Nisely (Jan. 5, 1818- 
Oct. 29, 1859), daughter of Christian Nisely (by 1775-1848) and Sarah Miller (d. 1857). Married 
second in 1860 Catherine Schlabach (April 11, 1824-Oct. 15, 1901), daughter of Jacob Schlabach 
(1786-1863) and Barbara Yoder (1793-1856). In 1823 came to Somerset County, Pa. and then to 
Holmes County, Ohio; by 1837 in Holmes County, Ohio; and in the spring of 1850 to Howard 
County, Indiana. Ordained as a minister in the spring of 1851 and as bishop in ca. 1854. Leader of 
the conservatives in the Peru congregation in the 1850’s when the congregation split.'’° 


173. Yoder, The Beech, 113-114; Mennonites in Ohio, 379; Slonaker, Slonaker Descendants, 
574-576, 585; MCD, 329; telephone interview, David Habegger (July 18, 1997); Zimmermann and 
Related Families, 242, 458. Yoder and Stoltzfus give his ordination date to the ministry as 1853, but 
it is clear that he could not have been ordained as a minister in 1853 by John K. Yoder, who was not 
himself ordained as a bishop until 1859, 

174. “Death of Rev. Schmidt”, “Barbara Salzman,” CE (Feb. 1916), 77-78; “Von Gunden,” HoT 
(Dec. 1, 1898), 365; Oyer, “Amish Folk Medicine,” 74; Levine, “Catherine Stucky Frey Yoder,” 20- 
21, 25; Peterschmidt genealogical material; Amish Immigrants, 32, 141-143; Root, Gundy Family, 
G-5; Mennonites in Iowa, 56, 330. Schmidt served as a minister “over forty years,” according to 
Stalter, Mennonites of Waldo, 3. 

175. Amish Genealogies, 253, 255, 410, 411, 414; Silas J. and Esther V. Smucker, Ancestors 
and Descendants of Jonathan Smucker (Goshen, Ind.: by the authors, 1976), 50, 54-62, insert; 
Howard and Miami, 39, 52-53, 88 indicate that he was the leader of the Old Order Amish in the split 
in the 1850s in the Howard-Miami congregation, but it is clear that the authors of that work have 
confused Christian Schmucker with John “Hans” Smucker. According to Mennonites in Indiana, 328 
“he never preached. He did conduct devotional services.” 

176. Amish Genealogies, 270, 273, 342, 376, 377, 417, 418, 501; Amish Immigrants, 128; Mrs. 
George E. Hoover, Family History of Christian Schmucker and Catherine Christner (Wakarusa, 
Ind.: The Wakarusa Tribune, 1957), 3-4, 6-8; Richard Family, 2; Mennonites in Indiana, 183-184, 
393; Howard and Miami, 39, 88-89; Minutes of Indiana-Mich., 318. 
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SCHRAG, DANIEL, 1871. Born April 10, 1813 Gradhof, Bavaria; died Nov. 1, 1891 South 
Easthope Township, Perth County, Ontario. Son of Jacob Schrag (1753-1838) and Magdalena Holly 
(1766-1828). Came to Ontario in 1837. Married first on June 1, 1840 Elizabeth Gingerich (July 27, 
1825-Nov. 26, 1854), daughter of Jacob Schwartzentruber Gingerich (ca. 1795-1871) and Catherine 
[Honderich?] ( ca. 1802-1876). Married second on June 3, 1855 Magdalena Steinman (Dec. 1825- 
Sept. 8, 1878), daughter of Peter Steinman (b. 1795) and Anna Abresol/Ebersol (1792-1845). 
Ordained as a minister on June 24, 1849 and served the East Zorra congregation (organized in 
1837)!” 


SCHRAG, JOHN “HANNES VETTER,” 1875, 1876, 1878. Born June 9, 1813 near Dubno, 
Volhynia; died Feb. 21, 1898 Turner County, South Dakota. Son of Joseph Schrag (ca.1783-1859) 
and Freni Stucki. Married at Pentecost, May 17 (Julian), 1836 Anna Graber (d. Jan. 21, 1865), 
daughter of Peter Graber (b. 1781) and Katharina Gering (ca. 1774-1822). Immigrated from 
Volhynia to the Dakota Territory in 1874 docking in New York on Aug. 24 on the ship “City of 
Chester.” Ordained as a deacon in 1840 for the Waldheim congregation (organized ca. 1839) in the 
colony of Dossidorf (Zabara) in Volhynia. Ordained as an elder by 1862 (perhaps in 1859 following 
the death of his father who had served as an elder in the congregation). In South Dakota he served 
the original Swiss congregation which divided in 1876. He then served the Zion Church (made up of 
former Waldheim members which on Nov. 5, 1894 joined with the Salem Church to form the present 
Salem-Zion Mennonite Church, part of the General Conference Mennonite Church since 1899).'”8 


SCHROCK, CHRISTIAN C, “C. C.,” 1878. Born June 13, 1847 France; died Aug. 9, 1926 
Shickley, Neb. Son of Christian Schrock (1818-1878) and Elizabeth Cender (1821-1891). Married 
Feb. 27, 1873 Catherine Birkey (Jan. 28, 1852-Jan. 1, 1931), daughter of Joseph Birkey (1828-1906) 
and Mary Burkey (1833-1908). In 1855 the family came from Ugny-sur-Meuse, France to Roanoke 
Township, Woodford County, Ill. In ca. 1892 moved to near Oberlin, Decatur County, Kansas and in 
ca. 1902 to Vernon County, Missouri. Ordained as a deacon in the spring of 1877 for the Roanoke 
congregation (now the Roanoke Mennonite Church). Served at Roanoke, 1877-ca. 1892; at the 
Decatur congregation in Kansas, ca. 1892-1902; and at the Statesburgy congregation in Vernon 
County, Missouri from ca. 1902-1907. !” 


177. Daniel Schrag Family History and Genealogy, 12-13; “Familien Register,” Daniel Schrag 
Collection, AMC, transcribed from the original in the possession of Gordon Schrag, Route 4, 
Goshen, Indiana by Nelson Springer; Amish Immigrants, 69; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 239- 
240; “Readers’ Ancestry,” PMH (April 1986), 44-45; Amish of Canada, 205; Roth letter to Estes 
(Aug. 24, 1995). 

178. “Schrag,” HoT (March 15, 1898), 94; Letters from Jerold A. Stahly, Akron, Pa. (May 22, 
1993 and Jan. 16, 1996); Jerold A. Stahly, “The Amish of Eastern Europe,” in V. Gordon Oyer, ed., 
Proceedings of the Conference Tradition and Transition: An Amish Mennonite Heritage of 
Obedience, 1693-1993 (Metamora, Ill.: Illinois Mennonite Historical and Genealogical Society, 
1993), 111-113; Swiss-German Centennial Committee, The Swiss-Germans in South Dakota: From 
Volhynia To Dakota Territory, 1874-1974 (Freeman, South Dakota: Pine Hill Press, 1974), 51-52, 
63-64, 209; “Salem-Zion Mennonite Church,” by R[ussel] L. M[ast], ME 4:407; James W. Krehbiel, 
comp., Swiss Russian Mennonite Families before 1874 (Charleston, Ill.: by the compiler, 1995), 14, 
58, 129, 133-134; Adalbert Goertz, “The Mennonite Churches in Prussia and Eastern Europe in 
1843,” MFH (Oct. 1988), 152. 


179. Paul M. Schrock, Four Score And Ten: The Story Of Joseph Schrock, 1852-1943, 1; 
“Schrock,” GH (Sept. 2, 1926), 495; “Schrock,” GH (Jan. 15, 1931), 895; David C. Perkins, comp., 
Tazewell County Illinois Marriage Records Index, January 1868-December 1877 (Pekin, IIl.: 
Tazewell County Genealogical Society, 1983), 3:62; Joseph Yoder, “A Journey to Illinois,” HoT 
(June 15, 1888), 186; Joseph Yoder, “A Trip to Illinois,” HoT (Nov. 15, 1888), 346; Oyer, Birky, 8- 
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SCHROCK, DANIEL D. “SAWMILL DAN,” 1872. Born Sept. 6, 1830 Holmes County, Ohio; 
died Jan. 23, 1917 Elkhart County, Indiana. Son of David Schrock (1791-1867) and Margaret 
Borntrager (1790-1850). Married March 19, 1850 Susanna Schrock (March 19, 1825-Nov. 22, 
1905), daughter of Peter C. Schrock (1795-1846) and Sarah Miller (1802-1848). Came with parents 
to Elkhart County, Indiana in the fall of 1842. Ordained in ca. 1870 as the first deacon for the 
Clinton Frame congregation (now the Clinton Frame Mennonite Church) and served for twelve 
years, '®° 


SCHROCK, (JOHN) BENJAMIN, 1870. Born May 5, 1829 Holmes County, Ohio; died April 
19, 1878 Howard County, Indiana. Son of Jacob Schrock (1803-1857) and Elizabeth Hochstetler 
(1806-1887). Married Mary Hochstetler (Dec. 31, 1835-March 1899), daughter of Zachariah 
Hochstetler (1813-1890) and Barbara Troyer (1818-1907). She married second Absolam Miller 
(1827-1898) on Jan. 15, 1888 in Miami County, Indiana, who had first married Barbara Schrock 
(1827-1885). In 1848 came to Howard County, Indiana with his father’s family. Ordained as a 
minister in 1869 for the Howard-Miami Amish Mennonite congregation (now the Howard-Miami 
Mennonite Church) and was instrumental in the building of the meetinghouse in 1871.'*! 


SCHROCK, (JOHN) BENJAMIN, 1864, 1872. Born Feb. 22, 1819 Holmes County, Ohio; died 
Nov. 16, 1895 Elkhart County, Indiana. Son of John Schrock (1789-1858) and Anna Gerber (1795- 
1858). Married Nov. 9, 1842 in Holmes County, Ohio Mary Stutzman (Nov. 8, 1821-Feb. 18, 1901), 
daughter of Jonas Stutzman (1788-1871), “Der Weise,” and Magdalena Gerber (1794-by 1840). In 
about 1850 moved to Miami County, Indiana; in about 1863 to Elkhart County, Indiana; in 1872 to 
Clinton Township, Elkhart County, Indiana; and in 1878 to Middlebury, Township, Elkhart County, 
Indiana. Baptized in 1842 in Holmes County, Ohio. Ordained as a minister in the spring of 1851 for 
the Howard-Miami congregation and in 1854 ordained as the bishop serving the progressive wing of 
the congregation (now the Howard-Miami Mennonite Church). From ca. 1863-1892 he was a 
bishop in the Clinton congregation (now the Clinton Frame Mennonite Church). He was a charter 
member of the Silver Street Mennonite Church (now the Silverwood Mennonite Church) when it 
split from the Clinton Frame congregation in 1892 and served as the first pastor from June 22-Nov. 
25, 1892." 


35; Mennonite Year Book and Almanac (Quakerstown, Pa.: U.S. Stauffer), issues dated 1895-1904 
list him as serving in Selden, Kan.; South Central, 58; Neil Ann Stuckey Levine, “Cender’s 
Housebook VI: A Partial Genealogy of the Family of Christian Schrag/Schrack/Schrock/Gerard 
(1818-1878), Husband of Elisabeth Cender (1821-1878), Compiled Mainly From French Records,” 
IMH (Dec. 1997), 68, 70, 75; Centennial History, 205 indicates that Christian Schrock was chosen as 
a deacon at the same time (1877) that Joseph Rediger (1845-1938) was chosen as a minister. 

180. Amish Genealogies, 391, 394, 404, 407; Mennonites in Indiana, 323; Amish and 
Mennonites in Elkhart and Lagrange Counties, 11. 

181. Amish Genealogies, 127, 142, 277, 404, 405; Mennonites in Indiana, 184, 323; Howard and 
Miami, 48-49, 52-53; Minutes of Indiana-Michigan, 319; Horner letter to Estes (Sept. 28, 1995). 
Between 1864/5 and 1866 when there was no minister for the Amish Mennonites at Howard-Miami 
except Christian Schmucker (1805-1887) who did no preaching, Mary Hochstetler Schrock “saved” 
the congregation when she started hosting singings in her home and some of the lay members, 
including her future second husband, Absalom Miller, would read a Scripture lesson (Howard and 
Miami, 90 and Mennonites in Indiana, 184). 

182. Amish Genealogies, 403, 404, 435; Mennonites in Indiana, 167, 183, 323; Howard and 
Miami, 48-49, 52-53, 88, 89; Minutes of Indiana-Micigan, 305, 318; Steven R. Estes, Growing In 
Christ: The Centennial History of the Silverwood Mennonite Church (Goshen, Ind.: Silverwood 
Mennonite Church, 1992), 5-7. 9, 11. 
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SCHROCK, JOHN D., 1864. Born Nov. 14, 1819 Holmes County, Ohio; died April 19, 1910 
Cass County, Missouri. Son of David Schrock (1791-1867) and Margaret Borntreger (1790-1850). 
Married Mary Ursala Sproal (Oct. 21, 1824-Dec. 16, 1903), daughter of Wendling and Walburg (d. 
ca. 1836) Sproal. Came with his parents to Elkhart County, Indiana in the fall of 1842. Ordained as a 
minister by 1864 and apparently served in the Forks congregation (now the Forks Mennonite 
Church) until he moved to Cass County, Missouri between 1867 and 1870.'*? 


SCHROCK, JOSEPH, 1864. Born Nov. 11, 1812 Somerset County, Pa.; died April 14, 1879 
Somerset County, Pa. Son of John Schrock (ca. 1778-ca. 1853) and Magdalena Blough (1775-ca. 
1852). Married Catherine Sivits (Dec. 1, 1812-Dec. 23, 1893). Ordained as a minister by 1864 and 
served in the Glades congregation (now extinct.)'** 


SCHROCK, PETER, 1862, 1863, 1864, 1865. Born June 15, 1802, near Nancy, France; died 
Sept. 7, 1887 Butler County, Ohio. Son of Joseph Schrock and Magdalena Neuhauser. Married first 
Magdalena Zimmerman (ca. 1804/1810-1862) probably the daughter of Jacob (b. ca. 1779) and 
Elizabeth (b. ca. 1784) Zimmerman who traveled to Baltimore with the Peter Schrock family. 
Married second on Oct. 4, 1870 in Livingston County, Ill. Magdalena Rediger (Oct. 1829-April 23, 
1896). Came from France to Butler County, Ohio after landing in Baltimore, Maryland on May 21, 
1831. He setled in Lemon Twp. on the farm “Fairview.” In 1832 ordained as a minister for the 
Butler County congregation and in 1835 went with the Augspurger congregation (now part of the 
Trenton Mennonite Church).!* 


SCHWARZENTRUBER, FREDERICK, 1864, 1865, 1866. Bor March 3, 1825 
Galgenmuehle, near Mengeringhausen, Waldeck; died July 5, 1895 Sharon Township, Johnson 
County, Iowa. Son of Jacob Schwarzentruber (1801-1868) and Barbara Oesch (ca. 1787-1856). 
Married first Feb. 6, 1848 in Somerset County, Pa. to Sarah Yoder (May 2, 1829-July 9, 1867), 
daughter of Christian C. Yoder (1790-1846) and Catherine Miller (1796-1849). Married second 
July 20, 1871 Elizabeth Yoder (Jan. 13, 1841-Sept. 17, 1873), daughter of Jacob S. Yoder (1814- 
1891) and Fanny Miller (1822-1885). Married third Oct. 11, 1883 Barbara Yoder (Dec. 17, 1838- 
July 2, 1907), daughter of Valentine Yoder (1809-1893) and Mary Schrock (b. 1818), widow of 
Samuel Mast (1839-by 1880). Landed at Baltimore, Maryland with his parents on Aug. 13, 1833 
after leading Breman on June 1; settled at the Glades in Somerset County, Pa.; in 1840 to the 
Casselman River, Somerset County, Pa.; and on May 2, 1851 to Johnson County, Iowa. Ordained as 
a deacon by Joseph Goldsmith in spring, 1852 for the Johnson County Amish when the congregation 
organized. Confirmed as a full deacon in 1863 and began preaching regularly in 1869, acting in the 
capacity of a bishop. When two districts formed in 1863 he was in the Sharon district and also 


183. Amish Genealogies, 39, 403, 404, 407; Howard and Miami, 53-54; Amish and Mennonites 
in Elkhart and Lagrange Counties, 11. It is surmised that Schrock served in the Forks congregation 
because he is listed between Forks ministers Christian Miller and Christian Plank in the register of 
ministers attending the 1864 ministers meeting.—Proceedings, 1864, 22. 


184. Amish Genealogies, 391, 393, 399; Settlements That Failed, 403, 405. 


185. Birth record courtesy of Ardys Serpette, Bloomington, Ill.; Mennonites of Butler County, 
13, 16, 32 which gives his birthdate as June 17, 1803; ship passenger list courtesy of John M. Byler, 
Fredericktown, Ohio; marriage record courtesy of Myrna Park, Normal, IIl.; Ann Crane Salzman 
Farrier, comp., The Salzman, Troyer and King Families, 1800-1965 (Oak Ridge, TN: By the 
compiler, 1969), 13-14; Inscription, Augspurger Cemetery, Madison Twp., Butler County, Ohio; 
“Schrock,” HoT (May 15, 1896), 158. 
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served in the Deer Creek district. When the districts divided again in 1877 he served the South 
Sharon district (Old Order Amish).'*° 


SCHWARZENTRUBER, JACOB, 1864. Born March 18, 1801, Mengeringhausen, Waldeck; 
died June 5, 1868 near Sharon Center, Johnson County, Iowa. Son of Christian Schwarzentruber 
(1765-1819) and Katherina Roth (d. 1810). Married 1820 Barbara Oesch (ca. 1787-Jan. 24, 1856), 
daughter of Benedikt Oesch and widow of Peter Guengerich (d. 1817). Married on Sept. 11, 1860 in 
Elkhart County, Indiana the widow of Daniel Miller (the full deacon in the Glades). Left the 
Galgenmuehle May 9, 1833 and landed at Baltimore, Maryland on Aug. 13, 1833. Settled at the 
Glades, Somerset County, Pa.; in 1840 moved to the Casselman River area in Somerset County; and 
on May 2, 1851 to Johnson County, Iowa. Ordained as a minister in Waldeck in 1826 and as a 
bishop in 1853 in Iowa by Joseph Goldsmith (1796-1876) and Christian Schwartzendruber (1773- 
after 1849). Served the congregation in Waldeck from 1826-1833; the Glades congregation from 
1833-1840; the River congregation (now the Old Order Amish around Grantsville, Maryland) from 
1840-1851; and the Johnson County, Iowa congregation (after 1863 both the Sharon Township 
church and the Deer Creek district) as minister from 1851-53 and as bishop from 1853-1868.'?7 


SMILEY, JOHN, 1862, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1868, 1869, 1870, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1878. 
Born Oct. 2, 1822 Somerset County, Pa.; died Sept. 16, 1879 Wayne County, Ohio while making 
hay. Son of Nathan Smiley (1797-1872), an Irish orphan raised in the home of John Troyer (1753- 
1842) and Anna Miller (d. by 1830). Married Jaunary 15, 1846 in Wayne County, Ohio to Mary 
Conrad (Jan. 16, 1825-Dec. 31, 1912), daughter of Daniel J. Conrad (1798-1882) and Catherine 
Zook (1801-1875). Moved with his parents to Elkhart County, Indiana in 1842 and with his family to 
Wayne County, Ohio in the fall of 1866. Baptized in 1845 in Mifflin County, Pa. where he was 
working. Ordained as a minister in 1849 for the Clinton congregation in Elkhart County, Indiana 
and in 1854 identified with the group that formed the Clinton Frame congregation (now the Clinton 
Frame Mennonite Church), serving there until 1866. He was a minister in the Oak Grove 
congregation (now the Oak Grove Mennonite Church) from 1866-1879.'%8 


SMOKER, ISAAC, 1862, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, 1870, 1872. Born Sept. 29, 1810 Leacock 
Township, Lancaster County, Pa.; died Nov. 16, 1893 near Topeka, Indiana. Son of Christian 
Schmucker (1775-1857) and Elizabeth Stutzman. Married June 10, 1832 in Holmes County, Ohio to 
Sarah Troyer (Nov. 15, 1811-July 2, 1886), daughter of John Troyer (d. 1813) and Magdalena Miller 


186. Esther Swartzendruber Glick and Carolyn Swartzendruber Nafziger, Descendants of 
Frederick Swartzendruber, 1825-1895 and Sarah Yoder, 1829-1867 (Nappanee, Ind.: Evangel Press, 
1995), 11-59; Amish Genealogies, 448, 449, 450, 508, 519, 521; Amish Immigrants, 12-15, 19, 48, 
155; Mennonites in Iowa, 31-33, 113, 137; S. D. Guengerich, “A Brief History of the Amish 
Settlement in Johnson County, Iowa,” MOR 3 (Oct. 1929), 246-248; Tradition, 53, 171, 211, 275, 
276, 284, 286; Carolyn Nafziger, “Genealogy of Carolyn Swartzendruber Nafziger,” JMH (June 
1993), 28-29; Davies County Amish, 36, 50-51, 121. 


187. Amish Genealogies, 448, 449, 450; Amish Immigrants, 10, 12-15, 48, 155; Nafziger, 
“Genealogy of Carolyn Swartzendruber Nafziger,” 28-29, Mennonites in Iowa, 121-131; Settlements 
That Failed, 404, 405; Tradition, 58, 60, 95, 110, 138, 145, 163, 164, 194, 211, 265, 284; Harold S. 
Bender, trans. and ed., “An Amish Bishop’s Conference Epistle of 1865,” MOR 20 (July 1946), 222- 
229; John Umble, “Catalogue of an Amish Bishop’s ‘Library’,” MOR 20 (July 1946), 230-239; 
Glick and Nafziger, Swartzendruber, 54. 

188. Amish Genealogies, 62, 273, 447; Mennonites in Indiana, 327; Short Account, 9, 10; 
Creative Congregationalism, 48, 52, 61-63; C. Z. Yoder, “Reminiscences of our forefathers,” MS, 
June 1923 in C. Z. Yoder Collection, AMC. Listed in Proceedings, 1862, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1869 as 
“John Smiley”; in 1868 as “Johann Smiley”; in 1870, 1873, 1874, 1875, and 1876 as “Johannes 
Smiley”; and in 1878 as “Johannes Schmeile.” 


366 Amish Mennonite Ministers’ Meetings 


(1781-ca. 1820). In 1814 came to Mifflin County, Pa.; in 1828 to Stark County, Ohio; in 1830 to 
Wayne County, Ohio; in 1838 to Knox County, Ohio; in Nov., 1841 to Elkhart County, Indiana; 
from March 1851-Aug., 1852 in Woodford County, Ill.; and in 1852 to Noble County, Indiana. 
Ordained as a minister in Knox County, Ohio in the fall of 1838. On March 27, 1842 he contributed 
the opening and a prayer at the first regular church service in Indiana, which took place just east of 
Goshen, Elkhart County. Ordained as a bishop in 1843. During the temporary split of 1845-47 he 
led the Ohio group. In 1848 the congregation divided into two districts, with Smoker serving in the 
Clinton congregation (which after 1854 developed and divided into the Clinton Frame Church and 
the Old Order Amish districts of Elkhart County, Indiana). While in Illinois he served in the Yoder 
congregation (now the North Danvers Mennonite Church). He organized the Haw Patch 
congregation in 1854 (now the Maple Grove Community Church) and served it until his death in 
1893.19 


SMUCKER, JONATHAN, 1862, 1864, 1865, 1867, 1868, 1869, 1872, 1873, 1876. Born Dec. 
25, 1821, Mifflin County, Pa.; died Aug. 13, 1888 Wayne County, Ohio. Son of Christian 
Schmucker (1775-1857) and Fanny Livengood (1794-1884). Married Catherine Eshleman (Dec. 21, 
1823-Dec. 2, 1891). In 1828 came with his family to Stark County, Ohio; in 1830 to Wayne County, 
Ohio. Ordained as a minister on Oct. 22, 1861 for the Wooster congregation (now the Oak Grove 
Mennonite Church).'”° 


SMUCKER, JONATHAN P., 1875, 1878. Born May 8, 1838 Wayne County, Ohio; died Nov. 
23, 1903 Elkhart County, Indiana. Son of Isaac Smoker (1810-1893) and Sarah Troyer (1811-1886). 
Married first Dec. 4, 1856 in Wayne County, Ohio Salome Peight (July 19, 1837-April 5, 1893), 
daughter of Christian Peight (1798-1854) and Sarah Zook (1800-1858). Married second Feb. 17, 
1895 Mary E. “Polly” Stutzman (Dec. 11, 1845-May 25, 1924), daughter of Jonathan B. Stutzman 
(1813-1897) and Veronica Bachman (1822-1892) and widow of Joseph Kauffman (1842-1887). 
After his first marriage lived near the Haw Patch (later renamed Topeka), Indiana until the spring of 
1858, after which he lived in Wayne County, Ohio until fall, 1861, then returned to the Haw Patch; 
in March, 1873 to near Eagle Lake, Starke County, Indiana; fall, 1875 to near Nappanee, Indiana; 
and on March 14, 1895 to Clinton Township, Elkhart County, Indiana. Baptized in McLean County, 
Ill. in 1851/2 by Jonathan Yoder (1795-1869). Ordained as a deacon in the spring of 1873 for the 
Eagle Lake congregation by Jonas D. Troyer (1811-1897); and ordained as a minister in the fall of 
1873, also by Jonas D. Troyer; and in the spring of 1878 as a bishop by Joseph Stuckey (1826-1902) 
and Isaac Smoker (1810-1893) for the Nappanee congregation (later West Market Street Mennonite 
Church, now the First Mennonite Church, Nappanee, Indiana). Served the Eagle Lake congregation 
from 1873-1875; the Nappanee congregation from 1875-1895; and assisted at the Clinton Frame 
congregation (now the Clinton Frame Mennonite Church) from 1895-1903.!?! 


189. Amish Genealogies, 410, 411, 414, 465; Smucker and Smucker, Jonathan Smucker, 63-65; 
J. S. Hartzler, “Fifty Mennonite Leaders: Bishop Isaac Schmucker (1810-1893),” GH (June 27, 
1929), 267-268; Settlements That Failed, 363, 364; Amish and Mennonites in Elkhart and Lagrange 
Counties, 15-18; Mennonites in Indiana, 328. Listed in Proceedings, 1862, 1864, as “Isaac Smoker’; 
in 1865 and 1866 as “Isaak Schmucker”; in 1867, 1870, and 1872 as “Isaac Schmucker.” 


190. Amish Genealogies, 410, 411, 414; Smucker and Smucker, Jonathan Smucker, 51, insert; 
Creative Congregationalism, 35, 47, 60, 66-67, 81, 83, 86, 88-89, 91. Listed in Proceedings, 1862, 
1864 as “Jonathan Smoker”; in 1865, 1867, 1868, 1869, 1872, 1873 as “Jonathan Schmucker”; and 
in 1876 as “Jonath. Schmucker,” with addresses in Wayne County, Ohio. 


191. Amish Genealogies, 171, 361, 411, 414, 433, 437, 549; Smucker and Smucker, Jonathan 
Smucker, 66-72; MCD, 330; Mennonites in Indiana, 329; “Smucker,” GH (June 26, 1924), 271. 
Paton Yoder and Silas J. Smucker, Jonathan Smucker, Amish Mennonite Bishop (Goshen, Ind.: Silas 
J. Smucker, 1990) provides an extensive account of Smucker’s life and ministry. 
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SOMMER, GEORGE, 1871, 1878. Born March 24, 1801 Lorraine, France; died Feb. 24, 1883 
Worth Township, Woodford County, Ill. Married Anna Gasser (1810-April 2, 1889) and came from 
France to Illinois in 1836 after arriving from Havre in New Orleans, Louisiana on the ship “Mozart” 
on Sept. 15, 1836. Ordained as a deacon and served the Partridge Creek congregation (now the 
Metamora Mennonite Church). Perhaps ordained when the Partridge Creek meetinghouse was built 
in 1854,'” 


SPRINGER, JOSEPH, 1878. Born June 29, 1837 Bavaria; died March 29, 1902 Tazewell 
County, Ill. Son of David Springer (1806-1884) and Elizabeth Guth (1803-1849). Married May 24, 
1863 in Tazewell County, Ill. to Barbara Naffziger (June 20/July 24, 1841-Nov. 4, 1921), daughter 
of Peter Naffziger (1795/1800-1878), and Katharine Unzicker (1803/4-1876). In 1849 came to 
America and settled in Morton Township, Tazewell County, Ill. until 1855 when he moved to the 
Delavan Prairie with his parents. Ordained as a minister between 1875 and 1878 and as a bishop in 
ca. 1885 for the Delavan Prairie congregation (now the Hopedale Mennonite Church). In ca. 1890 
he joined the Groveland congregation (now the Groveland Evangelical Mennonite Church) where he 
served as a minister and also held services in his home near Hopedale.!*? 


SPROAIZWWÜOBERTUSSBERIUS NOBERT, “ROBERT,” “NOBE, "1871, 0872," 1875 
1876. Born Nov. 7, 1830 Baden; died Jan. 17, 1901 near Plevna, Howard County, Indiana. Son of 
Wendling and Walburg (d. ca. 1836) Sproal. Married on March 3, 1853 Catherine Schrock (May 11, 
1828-Nov. 27, 1905), daughter of Jacob Schrock (1803-1854) and Elizabeth Hochstetler (1808- 
1887). Came from Europe to Ohio with his parents in the spring of 1832 and was brought up in 
Holmes County, Ohio until 1848 when he moved to Howard County, Indiana. Ordained as a minister 
on Aug. 21, 1866 in the home of Lewis C. Hensler (1826-1889) by Isaac Smoker (1810-1893) and 
John K. Yoder (1824-1906) for the Howard-Miami congregation (now the Howard-Miami 
Mennonite Church).'?* 


STAHLY, JOHN, 1866, 1871, 1873. Born April 12, 1827 Petit Pont, Canton Neuchatel, 
Switzerland; died June 27, 1900 McLean County, Ill. Son of Isaak Stahli (1775?-1839) and Marie 
Kohler (1804-1865?). Married Dec. 15, 1855 Rose Marie Stahly (July 31, 1833-Nov. 4, 1899), 
daughter of Christian Stahly (1799-1854) and Helena Ramseyer (1803-1887). Came from Pont de 


192. Dennis D. Sommer, “George Sommer Family: Early Illinois Settlers,” MH (June 1976), 13, 
19; Mennonites of America, 499; Centennial History, 199; ship list courtesy of Doris Borthwick, 
Albion, Mich.; Estes, Living Stones, 47, 62, 64, 87, 89, 147, 150, 153, 158, 159, 321, 322, 324. 

193. Martha Springer, Joseph W. and Mary Litwiller Springer Family (1980), 1; Donald W. 
Roth, The Family of Christian and Magdalena (Springer) Litwiller (Fort Wayne, Ind.: by the author, 
1992), 8-10; “Genealogy of Gene C. Nafziger,” 69, 72-77; 100 Years At Hopedale, 23; E. E. 
Zimmerman, comp., “History of the Evangelical Mennonite Church of Groveland, Ill.” in Groveland 
Evangelical Mennonite Church, 1878-1978, 5; “Deaths: Springer,” HoT (June 15, 1902), 190. It is 
assumed that since he is not listed in the register of ministers for the 1875 ministers’ meeting hosted 
by his home congregation that he was not yet ordained at that time. He may have been ordained as a 
minister in 1877 at the same time that Joseph Birky (1828-1906) was ordained as a deacon 
(“Birkey,” GW, Dec. 26, 1906, 624). He was ordained as a bishop by Jan. 17, 1886 when he 
performed the marriage of Daniel W. Sears (1860-1934) and Elizabeth Springer (1866-1955).— 
Perkins, Tazewell County Illinois Marriage Records Index, 5:62. 

194. Amish Genealogies, 404, 405; Howard and Miami 53-54; Mennonites in Indiana, 330-331; 
“Nobertus Sproal,” HoT (Feb. 15, 1901), 68; “Sproal,” HoT (Dec. 21, 1905), 408; “Sproal,” GW 
(Dec. 13, 1905), 323; Horner letter to Estes, (Sept. 28, 1995). Listed in Proceedings, 1871, 1875, as 
“Robert Sproll”; in 1872 as “Nobartes Sproll”; and in 1876 as “Nobertius Sproll.” 
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Martel, Canton Neuchatel to McLean County, Ill. in Feb. 1864. Ordained as a bishop for the 
Neuchatel congregation in 1859. From 1864 to 1900 served the North Danvers Mennonite Church 
(before 1872 the Yoder congregation).'* 


STAUFFER, JOSEPH, 1871. Born March 31, 1821, near Mulhausen, Alsace; died Jan. 9, 1892 
Bureau County, Ill. Married Anna Schantz (April 30, 1820-April 30, 1875). Migrated from France to 
Henry County, Iowa in the spring of 1855; to Davis County, Iowa in the fall of 1855; and to Bureau 
County, Ill. in March 1864. Served as a minister in the Bureau Creek congregation (now the Willow 
Springs Mennonite Church) from 1864-1892.'"° 


STEINMAN, DANIEL, 1872, 1873, 1875, 1878. Born Feb. 1830 Bavaria; died March 17, 1916 
Neb. Township, Livingston County, Ill. Son of Jacob Steinman (ca. 1802-1865). Married first Nov. 
12, 1854 Tazewell County, Ill. Catherine Birkey (Nov. 1834-Feb. 8, 1874), daughter of Christian 
Birkey (1788-1866). Married second Aug. 17, 1876 Catherine Wyse (ca. 1831-Feb. 9, 1905), widow 
of Christian Stahly (1835-1874). In 1840 came to Butler County, Ohio with his cousins the “Big” 
Birkeys and continued with them to Tazewell County, Ill. in 1841. In 1865 moved to the Gridley 
Prairie; in 1908 moved to Wayland, Iowa. Ordained as a minister in 1872 for the Gridley Prairie 
congregation (now the Waldo Mennonite Church) and as bishop in 1886. He preached his farewell 
sermon on April 5, 1908.'? 


STOLTZFUS, CHRISTIAN, 1862, 1863. Born Sept. 3, 1803 Lancaster County, Pa.; died Nov. 4, 
1883 near Kelly Point, Union County, Pa. Son of Jacob Stoltzfus (1779-1810) and Mary Blank 
(1780-1848). Married first Susanna Lantz (Aug. 18, 1805-Jan. 28, 1853), daughter of Samuel Lantz 
(1781-1852) and Magdalena Fisher (1780-1850). Married second on March 6, 1855 Lydia Byler 
(Aug. 19, 1820-Nov. 24, 1896), daughter of Jacob Beiler (1779-1849) and Elizabeth Hertzler (1779- 
1853). Moved from Lancaster County, Pa. to Buffalo Valley, Union County, Pa. in 1837. Ordained 
as a deacon in 1839 for the Buffalo Valley congregation (organized in 1837; discontinued in 
1885).'?° 


STOLTZFUS, DAVID F., 1863. Born April 6, 1826 Lancaster County, Pa.; died April 2, 1896 
Lancaster County, Pa. Son of David Stoltzfus (1792-1862) and Anna Fisher (1793-1870). Married 
Sarah Mast (Nov. 13, 1828-March 30, 1892), daughter of Daniel Mast (1803-1883) and Rachel 


195. Ropp, Stahly Family History: 2-8, 11-14; Letter from Jerold A. Stahly (May 22, 1993); 
Central Conference, 201; Effie King and Vera Root, “More About Genealogy at North Danvers 
Mennonite Cemetery,” MS.,n.P. 


196. History of the Joseph Stauffer Family, 2, 3; Burkey, “History of so-cold Mennonite Amish 
Church,” 4-5, where he is called a “stil-minister”; Stauffer,” HoT (Feb. 15, 1892), 63; “Anna 
Stauffer,” HoT (June 1875), 95; “Deaths: Stauffer,” HoT (July 23, 1904), 240; Inscriptions, Willow 
Springs Mennonite Cemetery, Tiskilwa, Ill. In Mennonites of Illinois, 552, Smith confuses this 
minister with the latter’s son, also named Joseph Stauffer (1846-1903). It seems clear from Joseph 
Burkey’s writings that the minister by that name who attended the ministers’ meeting of 1871 was 
the father Joseph Stauffer. This seems to be further substantiated by the fact that Joseph Stauffer 
(1846-1903) was not married until Jan. 31, 1889. 


197. Mennonites of America, 492; Interviews with Myrna Slagell Park, great-granddaughter 
(Nov. 11, 1984 and June 26, 1995); Stalter, Mennonites of Waldo, 3, C. Henry Smith Papers. 
198. Amish Genealogies, 254,383, 385; MCD, 360; Umble, “Union County,” 72, 74, 80, 81, 84- 


85, 86, 89, 162, 163, 164, 171-172, 175, 176-183, 187; Settlements That Failed, 421-429; 
“Stoltzfus,” HoT (Dec. 1, 1883), 365. 
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Blank (1802-1873). Ordained as a minister in 1851 or 1852 for the Lower Pequea congregation and 
identified with the Old Order when that congregation split in 1876.!” 


STOLTZFUS, GIDEON, 1868. Born Oct. 23, 1835 Lancaster County, Pa.; died Sept. 19, 1913 
Lancaster County, Pa. Son of “Tennessee” John Stoltzfus (1805-1887) and Catherine Hooley (1807- 
1884). Married in 1858 Susanna Mast (July 1, 1838-July 27, 1918), daughter of John Mast (1795- 
1873) and Elizabeth Kurtz (1798-1845). Ordained as a minister in 1868 for the Lower Pequea 
congregation and in the division in the fall of 1876 identified with the progressives who formed the 
Millwood congregation (now the Millwood Mennonite Church). Ordained as bishop for the church 
on May 13, 1888.7” 


STOLTZFUS, JACOB, 1863. Born Feb. 3, 1808 Lancaster County, Pa.; died March 9, 1892 
Lancaster County, Pa. Son of Jacob Stoltzfus (1779-1810) and Mary Blank (1780-1848). Married 
first Barbara King (March 13, 1813-Dec. 20, 1855), daughter of John King (1779-1838) and Barbara 
Fisher (1779-1869). Married second Nancy Schmucker (b. ca. 1817), daughter of Daniel Smucker 
(1789-1871) and Barbara Lapp (1797-1850) and widow of Absalom Kanagy (b. ca. 1815). Married 
third on Feb. 9, 1867 Nancy Kurtz (April 24, 1820-Nov. 19, 1899), daughter of Christian Kurtz (b. 
1789) and Catherine King (1798-1869). Ordained as a minister in 1846 for the Pequea congregation 
until 1852; then with the Upper Pequea congregation until 1865; from 1865-1892 in the Middle 
Pequea (Old Order Amish) congregation.””! 


STOLTZFUS, JOHN “TENNESSEE JOHN,” 1862, 1863, 1867, 1868. Born Dec. 3, 1805 one 
mile south of Intercourse, Lancaster County, Pa.; died Sept. 17, 1887 near Concord, Knox County, 
Tennessee. Son of Jacob Stoltzfus (1779-1810) and Mary Blank (1780-1848). Married in 1826 to 
Catherine Hooley (Feb. 8, 1807-Dec. 9, 1884), daughter of Christian Hooley (1767-1857) and 
Elizabeth Mast (1776-1838). Lived in Lancaster County, Pa. until moving to Knox County, 
Tennessee in March, 1872. Ordained as deacon in 1844 for the Pequea congregation, serving in that 
congregation until 1852, after which he served in the Lower Pequea congregation until 1872. In 
Tennessee he was confirmed as a full deacon on Oct. 4, 1874 by Samuel Yoder (1824-1884) with 
John Hartzler (1815-1888) and Christian Stoltzfus (1803-1883) in attendance and led the Concord 
congregation as it proceeded to identify with the Amish Mennonite Church.” 


199. Amish Genealogies, 330, 384, 387. Diener Register, 11 says he was ordained in 1852, but 
19 says he was ordained in 1851. 


200. Amish Genealogies, 325, 330, 383, 385; “Stoltzfus,” GH (Oct. 17, 1918), 526; Diener 
Register, 11; Paton Yoder, Eine Wurzel: Tennessee John Stoltzfus (Goshen, Ind.: by the author, 
1979), 27, 52, 82-85; Martin G. Weaver, Mennonites of Lancaster Conference (Scottdale, Pa.: MPH, 
1931), 367. The Millwood congregation was also known as the Pequea Vally congregation.— 
Mennonite History, 254. 


201. Amish Genealogies, 184, 185, 211, 228, 229, 383, 385, 410, 412; Diener Register, 10, 11. 


202. Amish Genealogies, 118, 383, 385; Diener Register, 10; “Obituary: John Stoltzfus,” HoT 
(Nov. 15, 1887), 350-351; Paton Yoder, “ Tennessee’ John Stoltzfus and the Great Schism in the 
Amish Church, 1850-1877,” PMH (July 1979), 17-23; Paton Yoder, “Baptism as an Issue in the 
Amish Division of the Nineteenth Century; ‘Tennessee’ John Stoltzfus,” MOR 53 (Oct. 1979), 306- 
323. Yoder, Eine Wurzel is a biography of Stoltzfus. Paton Yoder, Amish Church Related 
Documents (cited in this volume as Stoltzfus Documents) consists of a collection of letters and other 
documents preserved by Stoltzfus and his family. Listed in Proceedings, 1862, 1863 as “John 
Stoltzfuss,”; in 1867 as “Johannes Stoltsfuss”; in 1868 as “Johann Stoltzfuss,” always with the same 
address--Gap, Lancaster Co., Pa. 
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STOLTZFUS, JOHN “GROFFDALE JOHN,” 1868. Born Jan. 13, 1810 Lancaster County, Pa.; 
died March 27, 1897 Lancaster County, Pa. Son of Christian Stoltzfus (1781-1865) and Anna Blank 
(1782-1856). Married first March 7, 1830 Elizabeth Umble (April 12, 1811-Oct. 21, 1853), daughter 
of John Umble (1781-1861) and Polly Kurtz (1782-1856). Married second Feb. 5, 1857 Elizabeth 
Nafziger (Jan. 16, 1820-Oct. 20, 1907), daughter of Peter Nafziger (1790-1827) and Jacobina 
Schwarzentruber (1793-1869). Ordained in 1844 as a minister for the Mill Creek congregation, after 
1859 serving the Lower Mill Creek congregation.”” 


STRUBHAR, JOHN, 1866, 1871. Born Oct. 14, 1808 near Saarebourg, Meurthe, Lorraine; died 
Nov. 17, 1883 McLean County, Ill. Son of Peter Strubhar (1770-1835) and Marie Gerber (1782- 
1864). Married Dec. 7, 1839 Anna Schertz (March 18, 1820-Nov. 8, 1901), daughter of Christian 
Schertz (1791-ca. 1853) and Margaret Muller (1797-1876). Came to Butler County, Ohio in 1826; 
came to Illinois to purchase land in 1830; moved to Illinois in 1837. Ordained as a deacon for the 
Rock Creek congregation (now the North Danvers Mennonite Church) on April 8, 1860 by Jonathan 
Yoder (1795-1869).?° 


STUCKEY, CHRISTIAN, 1872, 1874, 1876. Born Aug. 21, 1841 Fulton County, Ohio; died 
Dec. 8, 1907 Fulton County, Ohio. Son of Christian Stuckey (d. 1873) and Elizabeth “Maria” Short 
(1807-1902). Married first May 16, 1865 Lovina Wyse (Feb. 23, 1843-May 1, 1869). Married 
second on Aug. 8, 1870 Lydia Wyse (Dec. 20, 1841-May 26, 1922). Both were daughters of Peter 
Wyse (1800-1856) and Catherine Brandt (1807-1892). Ordained as a minister on May 13, 1872 and 
as a bishop on Nov. 4, 1878 in the Fulton County congregation (now the Central Mennonite 
Church).?® 


STUCKEY, JOSEPH, 1862, 1863, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, 1871, 1872. Born July 12, 1826 
near Nancy, Meurthe-et-Moselle, France; died Feb. 5, 1902 Danvers, McLean County, Ill. Son of 
Peter Stuckey (1799-1860) and Elizabeth Sommer (1801-1885). Married first Dec. 17, 1844 Butler 
County, Ohio to Barbara Roth (March 1, 1821-April 27, 1881), daughter of Christian Roth and 
Barbara Goldschmidt. Married second Dec. 12, 1881 Magdalene Roth (Feb. 1823-May 17, 1904), 
daughter of Christian Roth and Barbara Goldschmidt, widow of John Habecker (1824-1878). Came 
to Butler County, Ohio in 1830; to Peoria, Ill. in Oct. 1850; and to Danvers Township, McLean 
County, Ill. in March 1851; to the village of Danvers in 1877. Baptized at the age of eighteen (1844) 
by Jacob Augspurger (1786-1846) and joined the Augspurger congregation (now part of the Trenton 
Mennonite Church). Ordained in the Rock Creek congregation (now the North Danvers Mennonite 
Church) as a minister on April 8, 1860 by Jonathan Yoder (1795-1869) and as a bishop on April 26, 
1864 by Jonathan Yoder, Christian Ropp (1812-1896), and Jacob Zehr (1825-1898). Excluded from 
the fellowship of the Amish ministers on Oct. 10, 1872, he gathered a group of “Stuckey Amish” 
congregations (later the Central Conference Mennonite Church which in 1946 joined the General 
Conference Mennonite Church).?” 


203. Amish Genealogies, 344, 383, 386, 474; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 211; Diener 
Register, 10, 12; Christian Stoltzfus, comp., Golden Memories of Amos J. Stoltzfus (Pequea 
Publishers, 1984), 93, 105; L. S. Zook, “Stoltzfus,” HoT, 15 April 1897, 195. Listed in Proceedings, 
1868, as “Johann Stoltzfuss, Neu-Holland, Lancaster County, Pa.” 

204. Leys, Strubhar Family Record, 2-5; Christian W. Imhoff, Peter Strubhar II Family Record 
(May 1987), 1-2; Estes, Love God and Your Neighbor, Christian Engel, 84, 86; Central Conference, 
200-201. 


205. Out of the Wilderness, 200; Dale Nofzinger, “Fulton Co. Ohio Ancestrial Charts,” MS 1995, 
charts on Pierre/Peter Stuckey and Peter Wyse; Amish Genealogies, 46. 


206. Grace Hildy Croft Christensen, comp., Lineage and Descendants of Joseph Sommer and 
Elizabeth Barbe Gerber: The Beckler and Stuckey and Allied Families (Provo, Utah: [by the 
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STUCKEY, PETER EDWARD, 1871, 1872. Born May 31, 1844 Butler County, Ohio; died 
Jan. 25, 1929 Mount Pleasant, Iowa. Son of Peter Stuckey (1799-1860) and Elizabeth Sommer 
(1801-1885). Married Feb. 22, 1866 Catherine Engel (June 2, 1842-Jan. 13, 1927), daughter of John 
Engel (1801-1888) and Barbara Detweiler (1813-1874). In Oct., 1850 moved from Butler County, 
Ohio to Peoria, Ill.; in March, 1851 to Danvers Township, McLean County, Ill.; in 1866 to Tazewell 
County, Ill.; in Feb., 1889 to near Gibbon, Neb.; and in 1898 to Wayland, Iowa. Baptized in 1860 by 
Jonathan Yoder (1795-1869) and joined the Rock Creek congregation (now the North Davners 
Mennonite Church). Ordained as a minister in Nov., 1868 by Joseph Stuckey (1826-1902) for the 
Washington Prairie congregation (organized in 1866, now the Calvary Mennonite Church); began 
preaching in 1869 and ordained as a bishop there in 1875 by Joseph Stuckey. From 1889-1898 he 
supplied the pulpit at the Pleasant View Mennonite Church near Aurora, Neb. and a church near 
Lexington, Neb. From 1898-1902 he served the Emmanuel Mennonite Church (after 1937 the 
Eicher Emmanual Mennonite Church) near Noble, Iowa; and in 1900 also founded the Wayland 
Mennonite Church, Wayland, Iowa, serving there from 1900-1902.7” 


STUCKY, JACOB, 1875. Born Oct. 25, 1824 Edwardsdorf, near Dubno, Volhynia; died April 
25, 1893 Moundridge, McPherson County, Kansas. Son of Christian Stucki (1791-1851) and 
Katharina Mundlein (1791-1855). Married first Dec. 26, 1849 Anna Waltner (July 15, 1830-Dec. 8, 
1873), daughter of Andreas Waltner (1801-1852) and Magdalena Krehbiel (d. 1848). Married 
second May 2, 1879 Barbara Kaufman (March 4, 1822-June 12, 1879), daughter of Jacob Kaufman 
(1800-1873) and Maria Graber (b. 1805?) and widow of Andreas Voran (1815-1876). In 1861 
moved from Edwardsdorf to Kotosufka. On Aug. 6, 1874 left Europe and arrived in New York with 
his congregation on the ship “City of Richmond” on Aug. 31, 1874. Arrived in McPherson County, 
Kansas in Sept. 1874. Baptized on April 7, 1840. Elected as a minister on May 29, 1851 for the 
Edwardsdorf congregation and ordained as an elder on Sept. 29, 1862 for the new Kotosufka 
Gemeinde. Organized the Hoffnungsfeld congregation (now the Hopefield Mennonite Church, 
Moundridge, Kansas) in Oct. 1874, which was a charter member of the Kansas Mennonite 
Conference in 1877 (expanded into the Western District Conference in 1892) and joined the General 
Conference Mennonite Church in 1881.7 


STUTZMAN, MOSES, 1870, 1871, 1875, 1878. Born June 27, 1833 Holmes County, Ohio; 
died Nov. 24, 1908 Champaign County, Ohio. Son of Paul Stutzman (d. 1840) and Mary Troyer (b. 
ca. 1791). Married first in Nov. 1859 Magdalena Zook (Oct. 5, 1838-Jan. 25, 1894), daughter of 


compiler], 1991), 19-21, 55-66, 316-322; Central Conference, 76-73, 200; Goodly Heritage, 57-86; 
General Conference Pioneers, 53-59; Levine to Estes (Aug. 13, 1995). 

207. Christensen, Joseph Sommer, 19-21, 136-137, 316-322; Estes, Love God and Your 
Neighbor, 91, 98-99; Central Conference, 202, 203; Mennonites in Iowa, 294, 295. 


208. Jacob M. and Anna J. (Graber) Goering, comps., The Rev. Jacob Stucky Family Record 
(1954), III-IX, 1; Krebiel, Swiss Russian Mennonite Families, 157,161-162; Letter from Jerold A. 
Stahly (May 22, 1993); “Ancestry of Jana Schrag Schopp,” a family tree shared by the compiler Jana 
Schrag Schopp in 1994; Jerold A. Stahly, “The Swiss-Volhynian Stucki and Kaufman Ancesters,” 
MFH (Oct. 1989), 129-133; Jerold A. Stahly, “Joseph and Elizabeth Mundlein, Amish Mennonite 
Leaders in Galicia and Poland,” MFH (Jan. 1990), 28-30; Solomon Stucky, The Heritage of the 
Swiss Volhynians Mennonites (Waterloo, Ont.: Conrad Press, 1981), 223; Stahly, “Amish of Eastern 
Europe,” 111-114; Krehbiel, History of the General Conference of Mennonites of North America, 
378; 1.G. Neufeld, “Jacob Stucky — Pioneer of Two Continents,” Mennonite Life (Jan. 1949), 46-47; 
“Hopefield (Hoffnungsfeld) Mennonite Church,” by D[avid] D. S[chrag], ME 2:810; General 
Conference Pioneers, 47-52; Krehbiel, Swiss Russian Mennonite Families, 83, 157, 161-162, 171, 
174. For the history of the Western District Conference see David A. Haury, Prairie People: A 
History of the Western District Conference (Newton, Kans.: Faith and Life Press, 1981). 
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Solomon Zook (1803-1894) and Magdalena Yoder (d. by 1840). Married second on Jan. 27, 1898 
Barbara Hartzler (March 10, 1847-Sept. 7, 1927), daughter of Joseph Hartzler (1810-1888) and 
Barbara Zook (1814-1850) and widow of Eli Hartzler (1845-1893). Ordained as a minister on Sept. 
26, 1869 by John P. King (1827-1887) and served in the North District (now South Union 
Mennonite Church) until ca. 1880 when he joined the “Warye people” and ministered in the South 
District (now Oak Grove Mennonite Church) and in the Walnut Grove congregation (in 1929 
reabsorbed into the South Union Mennonite Church).”” 


STUTZMAN, SOLOMON, 1865, 1867. Born April 13, 1820 Delaware Township, Juniata 
County, Pa.; died July 16, 1876 Logan County, Ohio. Son of John Stutzman (1785-1864) and 
Barbara Hartzler (1788-1867). Married in April 1847 Lydia Byler (May 21, 1821-Dec. 28, 1891). 
daughter of David Byler (ca. 1794-1871) and Mary Hartzler (1798-1841). Moved to Fairfield 
County, Ohio in April 1835 with his parents. Ordained as a minister for the Fairfield County 
congregation (organized in 1834; discontinued ca. 1877). After 1867 moved to Logan County, 
Ohio.?'° 


SUTTER, JOHANNES, 1871, 1875. Born Dec. 23, 1795 probably at Munchweiler, Palatinate; 
died Aug. 2, 1887 Morton Township, Tazewell County, Ill. Son of Johannes Sutter (1765-1844) and 
Magdalena Stahly. Married Barbara Oesch (1799-Sept. 10, 1884), daughter of Christian Oesch 
(1755-1834) and Katharina Burki (1764-1829). Moved to Bavaria with his father in 1804 and after 
his marriage lived on the Forsthof estate near Neuberg on the Danube in Bavaria. Migrated to 
America, landing at New York on Oct. 16, 1850 after a 36 day voyage; settled in Morton Township, 
Tazewell County, Ill. Ordained as a minister by May 19, 1824 in Bavaria when he signed a church 
letter for Frederick Hage (1794-1863). In Illinois he served in the Dillon Creek congregation (later 
the Pleasant Grove Mennonite Church, now part of the First Mennonite Church, Morton) from 1850- 
1887.71! 


TROYER, DAVID A. 1862, 1865. Born May 12, 1827 Holmes County, Ohio; died Jan. 7, 1906 
Holmes County, Ohio. Son of Andrew D. Troyer (1801-after 1860) and Magdalena Hochstedler 
(1807-1867). Married in 1845 to Elizabeth Beachy (Aug. 25, 1825-March 5, 1918), daughter of 
Moses Beachy (1790-1840) and Elizabeth Miller (1789-1841). Ordained as a minister on April 30, 
1848 in the Levi Miller congregation at age 20 and in Nov. 1849 was ordained bishop for the newly 
formed Doughty Creek congregation. In 1877 he became the bishop in the Charm district.?!” 


209. Amish Genealogies, 153, 157, 432, 434, 563; Mennonites of Ohio, 388; Early Sunday 
Schools, 19, 22; “Stutzman,” GH (Dec. 12, 1908), 591. 


210. Amish Genealogies, 48, 50, 432, 433, 437; Hartzler Family, 361; Settlements That Failed, 
351. Listed in Proceedings, 1865, as “Salomo Glatzman”; and in 1867 as “Salomon Stutzman,” both 
years with identical addresses—‘‘Lancaster, Fairfield Co., Ohio.” 


211. Ingold, “Sutter Family,” 130, 132, 133; Ingold and Guth, “The Oeschs,” 94, 95; Nelson 
Springer, “A Brief History of the John and Barbara Sutter Family” (1940), 1-5; Ardys Serpette, 
“Landes Cemetery,” MH (June 1978), 17; Frederick Hage Church Letter (May 19, 1824) in Samuel 
Mast Collection, AMC. Sutter reprinted an anonymous eighteenth century prayer book, Wahrer 
Christen . . . Geistlich Himmels-Lieder: Reutlingen aus Gebet-Buch Eine Sammlung Geistreicher 
Gebeter für alle Zeiten und Angelegenheiten (Morton, Tazewell Co., Ill.: Johannes Sutter, 1874), 
152, printed in Elkhart, Indiana by John F. Funk and Bro. Two copies of the eighteenth-century work 
are in the Mennonite Historical Library, Goshen, Indiana. Listed in Proceedings, 1871, 1875 as 
“Johannes Sutter.” 


212. Amish Genealogies, 3, 4, 463, 469, 474; History of Preachers, 2, 3, 11; “Troyer,” HoT (Jan. 


25, 1906), 32; Letter, Eli E. Gingerich, Middlebury, Ind., to Paton Yoder, Goshen, Ind. (Dec. 23, 
1983); Mennonites at Walnut Creek, 2; E. J. Borntreger, Foreword to David A. Treyer, Hinterlassen 
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TROYER, DAVID D., 1865. Born Dec. 8, 1813 Holmes County, Ohio; died Nov. 26, 1879 
Holmes County, Ohio. Son of David Troyer (1777-1851) and Barbara Schrock (1780-1858). 
Married Anna Stutzman (July 31, 1817-Feb. 12, 1902), daughter of Jonas Stutzman, “Der Wiese, ” 
(1788-1871) and Magdalena Gerber (1794-by 1840). Ordained as a deacon between ca. 1835 and 
1865 and served in the Sugar Creek congregation.’”’ 


TROYER, JACOB, 1862, 1865, 1873. Born Aug. 4, 1799 Somerset County, Pa.; died Nov. 23, 
1876 Wayne County, Ohio. Son of Michael Troyer (1754-ca. 1838) and Anna Rickenbach. Married 
Fanny Yoder (Sept. 5, 1805-Oct. 19, 1883), daughter of Jacob Yoder (1762-1837) and Barbara 
Hooley (ca. 1769-1832). Came to Holmes County, Ohio in ca. 1825 and to Wayne County, Ohio by 
1840. Ordained as a deacon by 1855 for the Wooster congregation (now the Oak Grove Mennonite 
Church). Before the building of the meetinghouse in 1862 he served in the south district of the 
congregation.?'* 


TROYER, JONAS D. “YOHN”, 1862, 1864, 1866, 1867, 1872. Born Feb. 11, 1811 Vaughan 
Township, York County, Ontario; died Oct. 7, 1897 Elkhart County, Indiana. Son of David C. 
“Canada Dave” Troyer (1784-1871) and Catherine Hooley (1783-1847). Married Elizabeth Mishler 
(Oct. 13, 1807-July 17, 1885), daughter of Felty Mishler (b. ca. 1779) and Barbara Lehman (b. ca. 
1779). Came with his parents and grandparents to Holmes County, Ohio in ca. 1815; in 1841 moved 
to Logan County, Ohio; by 1853 returned to Holmes County, Ohio; in April, 1854 he moved to 
Clinton Township, Elkhart County, Indiana. From 1869-1875 he lived in Marshall County, Indiana; 
in Elkhart County, Indiana from 1875-1885; arrived in Coffee County, Tennessee on June 3, 1885; 
and then returned to Elkhart County, Indiana from 1885-1897. Ordained as a minister in summer, 
1845 at the founding of the Logan County church and when the congregation formed districts in 
1850 served the North district (now the South Union Mennonite Church). In 1853 he was serving in 
Holmes County, Ohio. When he moved to Indiana he was immediately ordained as a bishop in 1854 
by Isaac Smoker (1810-1893) and organized the Clinton congregation of change-minded Amish 
(now the Clinton Frame Mennonite Church) serving as bishop for that congregation from 1854- 


Schriften von David A. Treyer von Holmes County, Ohio, unter welchem sind auch mehrer 
Erbauliche und Geistreiche Gedichte, 2nd ed. (Arthur, Ill.: L. A. Miller, 1925), 3; David A. Treyer, 
Ein unparteiischer Bericht von den Hauptumständen welche sich ereigneten in den sogenannten Alt- 
Amischen Gemeinden in Ohio, vom Jahr 1850 bis ungefähr 1861, wodurch endlich eine 
vollkommene Spaltung entstand (n.d.), written Aug. 9, 1898; Early Disciplines, 98. The Diener 
Versammlung attendance register of 1862 listed David A. as David H. Troyer and the register of 
1865 listed him as David D. Troyer. David A. Troyer (1827-1906) indicated that he had been present 
at both the ministers’ meetings of 1862 and 1865 when he wrote in 1898: 


A short time after the above mentioned division, most of the elders on our side offered to leave it 
to them in that which concerned baptism, in the year 1862, and this was at a ministers’ meeting 
in Wayne County, Ohio. And afterwards in 1865 an offer was made to them once more 
personally by us 34 ministers and elders by a written message. This offer was as follows: If they 
would return only to the main points of our old rules and regulations, then we would receive 
them with hand and kiss as dear brethren and sisters and minister with them in the Word and 
keep the unity of the spirit with them without saying a word about baptism. And this offer was 
made to them in a ministers’ meeting in Wayne County, Ohio, as stated above, in 1865.—Ein 
unpartiischer Bericht, 7. 
213. Amish Genealogies, 432, 435, 463, 470; History of Preachers, 7; Early Disciplines, 98. 
Listed in Proceedings, 1865 as “David Troyer, Schanesville, Tuscarawas Co., Ohio.” 
214. Amish Genealogies, 460, 462, 464, 494, 497; Hilda Troyer, Troyer Family History (Gridley, 
Ill.: by the author, 1984), 226; Creative Congregationalism, 24, 39, 49, 58-59, 64, 66-68, 81, 84, 89, 
93, 98. “Jacob Troyer,” HoT (Jan. 1877), 15 states that “he served as deacon for a number of years.” 
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1869; for the Forks congregation (now the Forks Mennonite Church) from 1857-1887; and for the 
Starke County Amish Mennonite congregation from 1869-1875.?"° 


TSCHANTZ, PETER, 1866. Born Oct. 30, 1831 Switzerland; died May 30, 1895 Jefferson 
Township, Henry County, Iowa. Son of Peter Tschantz and Magdalena Wenger. Married first on 
June 27, 1859 in Wayne County, Ohio to Catharine Figy (Aug. 28, 1832-Oct. 6, 1866); married 
second on April 5, 1868 Anna Schmidt (June 5, 1840-April 3, 1869); married third Jan. 29, 1871 
Catharine Klopfenstein (Nov. 1, 1841-Nov. 21, 1919). In Switzerland his family belonged to the 
Holeestrasse (Amish) congregation at Basel. In Iowa he was ordained as a deacon in the Henry 
County congregation in 1861. When two churches were organized he at first served the Trenton 
Township Church (now the Sugar Creek Mennonite Church), but by 1869 went to the Marion 
Township Church (now the Eicher Emmanuel Mennonite Church).?'° 


UNZICKER, JACOB “SCHMIDT,” 1862, 1864, 1866, 1871, 1872. Born April 17, 1808 
Heckolzhausen bei Limburg, Nassau; died June 16, 1893 Elm Grove Township, Tazewell County, 
Ill. Son of Peter Unzicker. Married on April 25, 1837 in Butler County, Ohio to Marie Krehbiel 
(Aug. 5, 1814-March 28, 1904), daughter of Samuel Krehbiel and Magdalena Maurer. Immigrated 
on the ship “De Rham” landing at New York on Dec. 21, 1830 and going to Butler County, Ohio. In 
1837 went with his wife to Peoria, Ill. and in 1842 to Tazewell County, Ill. Ordained as a minister in 
1844 and served in the Dillon Creek congregation (later the Pleasant Grove Mennonite Church, now 
part of the First Mennonite Church, Morton). In 1869 he joined the Washington Prairie congregation 
(now the Calvary Mennonite Church) and served as a minister there for 24 years until his final 
illness early in 1893.7!” 


215. Amish Genealogies, 261, 262, 465, 472; Troyer, Troyer Family History, 38-43; G. Elmore 
Reaman, The Trail of the Black Walnut (Canada: McClelland & Stewart Limited, 1957), 62, 227; 
Marlene J. Grant, “The Troyer Family in the U. S. and Canada,” MFH (Jan. 1986), 33, 38, 39; 
Marlene J. Grant and Lorraine Roth, “Canadian Amish Mennonite Roots in Pa.,” PMH (April 1986), 
13-17; “Troyer,” HoT (Aug. 1, 1885), 237; Settlements That Failed, 365; Mennonites of America, 
221; Mennonite History, 255; Short Account, 10-12; Mennonites in Indiana, 165-167, 171-172, 196- 
199, 333-334; Wenger, Forks Mennonite Church, 20, 22; Minutes of Indiana-Michigan, 305, 311- 
312; Stoltzfus Documents, 42. 


216. Mennonites in Iowa, 61, 102; Federal Population Census, Jefferson Twp., Henry County, 
Iowa, (Aug. 2, 1870), 13/248, line 4, #95/91; Ibid., Jefferson Twp., Henry County, Iowa, June 10, 
1880, 16, line 22, #139/147; “Catherine Tschantz,” HoT (Jan. 1867), 14 where he is called “Deacon 
Peter Tschantz”; “Anna Schantz,” HoT (June 1869), 95; Joseph Stuckey, “A Journey to Iowa,” HoT 
(Dec. 1865), 101-102; Richard G. Smith, comp., Seventy-Five Years of Wayne County, Ohio 
Marriages, 1813-1888 (Wooster, Ohio: Wayne County Historical Society, 1979), 95; “Life-Long 
Resident of Community at Wayland, Ia., Called to Reward,” Mennonite Weekly Review (March 12, 
1942), 1; birth dates and parents from Delbert L. Gratz, Bluffton, Ohio to Steve Estes (May 2, 1996); 
marriage record filed Feb. 22, 1871, Henry County, Iowa; inscriptions, Sommers Cemetery, 
Washington County, Iowa and Eicher Cemetery, Washington County, Iowa. The tombstone gives 
the birthdate of Peter Tschantz as Nov. 14, 1831. He may be the Pierre Tschantz, aged 24, who 
immigrated from Le Havre on the ship “Albert Gallatin” landing in New York on April 30, 1832.— 
Germans to America, 2:296, This Peter Tschantz is not to be confused with the Peter Schantz (1819- 
1885) who came to Davis County, Iowa in 1854, moved to Lee County, Iowa in 1855, married Anna 
Roth (1815-1883), and was ordained as a minister there on June 3, 1866 by Joseph Stuckey, John 
Yoder, Nicholas King, and Jacob King. Mennonites in Iowa, 55-56, 58; Joseph Stuckey, “A Visit to 
the Churches in Iowa,” HoT (July 1866), 56; “Schantz,” HoT (Jan. 1, 1883), 12; “Schantz,” HoT 
(Sept. 1, 1885), 269; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 229-230; “Christian Schantz (1817-1907),” 
MBB (1970), 3. 


217. Amish Mennonites in Germany, 253; Amish Immigrants, 100, 169; Oyer and Oyer, “Amish 
Immigration,” 9; Mary Unzicker Hochstetler, “A Bit of History of the Unzicker Krebiel Familie,” 
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WAGLER, JACOB, 1866, 1871. Born April 28, 1806 Muesbach, Ribeauville, Haut-Rhin, 
France; died Feb. 13, 1872 Livingston County, Ill. Son of Jacob Wagler (1769-1841) and Anne 
Marie. Sommer (1779-1839). Married at Marckolsheim, Haut-Rhin, Alsace on April 11, 1830 to 
Magdalena Reschli (b. Nov. 3, 1803; still living 1878) daughter of Johannes Reschli (1761-1828) 
and Elizabeth Wagler (d. 1842). They immigrated from Havre on the ship “Mercury” landing in New 
York on May 20, 1854. Ordained as a minister by 1866 and served the Gridley Prairie congregation 
(now the Waldo Mennonite Chuch).?"® 


WAGNER, JOSEPH, 1871, 1875, 1878. Born May 31, 1835 probably Marckolsheim near 
Selestat, Alsace; died Feb. 7, 1894 Woodford County, Ill. Son of Joseph Wagner (1803/4-1855?) 
and Elizabeth Reschli (1808/9-1855?). Married on May 2, 1859 Magdalena Schertz (Sept. 2, 1836- 
Nov. 2, 1899), daughter of David Schertz (1808-1865) and Catharina Schrag (1805-1893). Came to 
Tazewell County, Ill. with his parents and later to Roanoke Township, Woodford County, Ill. In 
1866 ordained as a deacon by Jacob Zehr on the vote of the congregation in the Christian Schrock 
(1818-1878) home for the Mackinaw meeting; after 1873 served the Roanoke congregation (now the 
Roanoke Mennonite Church)?!” 


WENGERD, MOSES, 1862, 1865. Born Aug. 14, 1821 Cambria County, Pa.; died Aug. 1, 1879 
Holmes County, Ohio. Son of Christian Wingard (1786-1882) and Veronica Miller (1791-1860). 
Married Magdalena Yoder (April 7, 1823-Aug. 29, 1876), daughter of Stephen J. Yoder (1784-1867) 
and Veronica Yoder (1789-1857). Moved to Tuscarawas County, Ohio by 1843. Ordained as a 
minister in 1848 and in 1864 as a bishop following the death of Jacob Coblentz (1806-1864) for the 
Sugar Creek congregation (now divided into Old Order Amish districts).?”° 


MS 1934, 1-8 (photocopy in IMA); Strubhar, “A Condensed History,” 4, 11; Pre. Jacob Unzicker,” 
HoT (July 1, 1893), 214; “Family Register” in Bible of Jacob and Marie (Krehbiel) Unzicker which 
seems to indicate his ordination in 1844 or 1847 (probably 1844). 


218. Stalter, Mennonites of Waldo, 3; “Died: Wagler,” HoT (April, 1872), 62; Neil Ann Stuckey 
Levine, “Research in Progress I: The Family of Isaac Wagler (ca. 1730-1804) and Barbara Eymann 
Wagler (1731-1811) of Muesbach/Muesberg,” JMH (June 1991), 36; Levine, “Catherine Stucky Frey 
Yoder (1810-1881),” JMH (March 1992), 22-24; Reschli family information from Myrna Schlagel 
Park, Normal, Ill., telephone conferences (Oct. 1, 1994 and July 8, 1995); Roth letter to Estes (Aug. 
24, 1995); ship list courtesy of John M. Byler, Fredericktown, Ohio. Wagler was misidentified as a 
deacon in Smith, Mennonites in Ilinois., 55. Listed in Proceedings, 1866, 1871 as “Jakob Wagler,” 
in both years with the same address—Gridley, McLean Co., Ill. 


219. “Died: Wagner,” HoT (March 1, 1894), 78; Letter Randy Roth, Elkhart, Ind. to Steven 
Estes, Hopedale, Ill. (July 28, 1986); Park, telephone conferences (Oct. 1, 1994 and July 8, 1995); 
“The Wagner Family,” MS, (n. d.), in vertical files, Library, Ill. Mennonite Historical and 
Genealogical Society, Metamora, IIl.; ship list courtesy of John M. Byler, Fredericktown, Ohio. 
Woodford County Marriages, 88; inscriptions, Roanoke Mennonite Cemetery, Roanoke, IIl.; Cosco, 
Reeser, 54; Levine “A Partial Genealogy of Christian Schrag.” The traditional date for the 
ordination of Joseph Wagner is 1867 at the same time as Christian Reeser (1819-1923). However, 
since the latter attended the 1866 Diener Versammlung, he must have been ordained by that time and 
therefore Wagner also. Listed in Proceedings, 1871 as “J. Wagler” and in 1875 and 1878 as “Joseph 
Wagner,” the same address being given for all three years-Eureka, Woodford Co., Ill.; C. Henry 
Smith, One Hundred Years Ago (Metamora, Ill.: By the author, 1940), 20. 

220. Amish Genealogies, 476, 477, 478, 496; History of Preachers, \-2, 7; Early Disciplines, 98; 
Mennonites At Walnut Creek, 2. Listed in Proceedings, 1862 as “Moses B. Wenger,” and in 1865 as 
“Moses Wenger.” 
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WARYE, CHRISTIAN, 1872, 1873, 1876. Born Aug. 5, 1832 Mifflin County, Pa.; died Sept. 
30, 1914 near Kalona, Johnson County, Iowa. Son of Michael Warye (b. 1785) and Catherine 
Bender (1792-1842). Married on Oct. 15, 1855 Elizabeth Troyer (July 11, 1833-Dec. 21, 1916), 
daughter of John Troyer (1805-1889) and Elizabeth Yoder (1811-1883) and sister of Noah Troyer 
(1831-1886), the sleeping preacher. By 1860 lived in Salem Township, Champaign County, Ohio; 
by 1870 in Greenfield Township, Lagrange County, Indiana; in 1884 to Johnson County, Iowa. 
Ordained as a deacon in 1866 for the Michigan congregation (later the Barker Street Mennonite 
Church) which straddled the line between Elkhart County, Indiana and St. Joseph County, Mich.). 
By 1868 was serving the Pretty Prairie congregation in northern Lagrange County, Indiana (meetings 
began in 1866; discontinued in 1910). In 1884 he organized the Union Amish Mennonite Church for 
a dissatisfied group. On Dec. 11, 1897 divided into the West Union Amish Mennonite congregation 
(now the West Union Mennonite Church) and the East Union Amish Mennonite congregation (now 
the East Union Mennonite Church). Ordained as a bishop on Dec. 11, 1885 by Jonathan P. Smucker 
(1838-1903) and Joseph Burcky (1836-1920).??! 


WARYE, JOHN, 1862, 1864, 1866, 1867, 1868. Born March 31, 1824 Vornhagen, Waldeck; 
died April 22, 1903 Champaign County, Ohio. Son of Michael Warye (b. 1785) and Catherine 
Bender (1792-1842). Married Rebecca Lantz (Feb. 5, 1826-April 2, 1903), daughter of Samuel Lantz 
(1799-1870) and Magdalena Plank (1794-1891). Came from Waldeck with his parents on the ship 
“Nimrod” landing at Philadelphia on Aug. 18, 1826. Lived in Lancaster County, Pa. and by 1832 
lived in Mifflin County, Pa. In 1851 moved to Salem Township, Champaign County, Ohio. Ordained 
as a minister on July 3, 1856 for the South district (now the Oak Grove Mennonite Church) and as a 
bishop in May 1861. Also served the Walnut Grove congregation (a break-away from the North 
district, now the South Union Mennonite Church, which rejoined the South Union Church in 1929) 
as bishop from ca. 1867-1895.” 


WYSE, JEPTHA, 1869, 1870, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1876. Born Aug. 23, 1839 German Township, 
Fulton County, Ohio; died Nov. 27, 1887 Fulton County, Ohio. Son of Peter Wyse (1800-1856) and 
Catherine Brandt (1807-1892). Married Oct. 30, 1863 Mary King (May 3, 1838-Dec. 29, 1908), 
daughter of Nicholas King (1814-1896) and Elizabeth Schrock (1805-1898). Ordained as a minister 
in 1866 for the Fulton County congregation (now the Central Mennonite Church) and in the lot for 
bishop on Nov. 4, 1878.77 


WYSE, JOHN “DEACON JOHN,” 1870, 1876. Born Dec. 11, 1821 Bern, Switzerland; died 
April 9, 1884 Fulton County, Ohio. Married first Sarah Jane Miller (1824-Jan. 28, 1857), daughter of 
Jacob Miller and Mary Pechire. Married second Sept. 18, 1857 Anna Rupp (Sept. 21, 1828-Dec. 24, 
1924), daughter of Christian Rupp (ca. 1790/1-1879) and Christina Stuckey (b. ca. 1800). Ordained 


221. Amish Genealogies, 469, 488; Amish Immigrants, 171-172; Central Conference, 129; 
Mennonites in Indiana, 176, 335; Mennonites in Iowa, 137, 302, 308, 318, 394 (fn. 205). L Glen 
Guengerich, Our Goodly Heritage (Kalona, Iowa: East Union Mennonite Church, 1984), 49 states 
that he was ordained as a minister in 1864 and pp. 49, 183, and 184 indicate that he he used the 
spelling “Warey” for his last name. 


222. Amish Genealogies, 253, 255, 488; Amish Immigrants, 171; Settlements That Failed, 364- 
366; MCD, 387; Mennonites of Ohio, 390; Mast and Mast, Conestoga Mennonite Church, 46; Early 
Sunday Schools, 9, 16, 17-23, 25, 37, 48; Mifflin County Amish, 102. 

223. Amish Genealogies, 46, 196; Nofzinger, “Fulton Co. Ohio Ancestrial Charts,” 1995, chart 
on Peter Wyse; Out of the Wilderness, 199-200; Mennonites of Ohio, 391. Listed in Proceedings, 
1869 as “Japhatha Wise”; in 1870 as “Jephtha Wise”; and in 1876 as “Jephtha Wysz.” 
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as the first deacon for the Fulton County congregation (now the Central Mennonite Church) between 
ca. 1844 and 1870.?* 


YODER, ABNER, 1862, 1863, 1865, 1866. Born March 28, 1814 Somerset County, Pa.; died 
Dec. 12, 1883 Johnson County, Iowa. Son of John Yoder (1772-1860) and Barbara Yoder (1774- 
1856). Married in 1840 to Veronica Schrock (April 19, 1819-Aug. 10, 1886), daughter of David 
Schrock (1786-1865) and Elizabeth Miller (1796-1853). Lived in Somerset County, Pa. until moving 
to Sharon Township, Johnson County, Iowa in the spring of 1866. Ordained as a minister in 1842/3 
and as a bishop in June 1848 for the Glades congregation in Somerset County, Pa. He was the last 
resident bishop for that congregation. In Iowa he was a bishop for the Sharon Township district 
(formed in 1863 when the original Johnson County congregation began dividing into districts) from 
1866-1877 and for the North Sharon district from 1877-1883.2?° 


YODER, CHRISTIAN K., 1862, 1865, 1866, 1867, 1869, 1872, 1873. Born March 2, 1829 in 
Mifflin County, Pa.; died May 16, 1911 in Logan County, Ohio. Son of John Yoder (1785-1855) 
and Mary King (1790-1866). Married on Jan. 29, 1850 Catherine Plank (Oct. 13, 1830-Aug. 16, 
1895), daughter of Isaac Plank (1799-1879) and Barbara Yoder (1804-1889). Married second in 
1898 Sarah Zook (Nov. 4, 1840-Jan. 31, 1922), daughter of Gideon Zook (1803-1845) and Mary 
Yoder (1808-1887) and widow of David Smucker (1837-1896). In 1855 moved to Wayne County, 
Ohio and in Nov. 1871 to Logan County, Ohio. Ordained as a minister on Oct. 22, 1861 to serve the 
Wooster congregation (now the Oak Grove Mennonite Church) and served there from 1861-1871. 
From 1871-1911 served in the North district (now the South Union Mennonite Church).??® 


YODER, DAVID Z., 1873, 1876. Born May 7, 1849 Mifflin County, Pa.; died Dec. 4, 1929 
Wayne County, Ohio. Son of John K. Yoder (1824-1906) and Lydia Zook (1827-1887). Married on 
Nov. 16, 1871 Mary Ann Smiley (Dec. 2, 1850-Dec. 9, 1916), daughter of John Smiley (1822-1879) 
and Mary Conrad (1825-1912). Moved with his parents to Green Township, Wayne County, Ohio on 
April 1, 1855. From 1897-Jan. 1903 he lived in Warwick County, Virginia and from Jan. 1903- 
spring 1904 in Norfolk County, Virginia. Ordained as a deacon on Sept. 29, 1872 and as a minister 
on Oct. 24, 1874 for the Oak Grove congregation (now the Oak Grove Mennonite Church) and 
served there until 1897 and again from 1904-1929. Ministered at the Warwick River Mennonite 
Church from 1898-1900 (organized in the spring of 1898, Warwick, Virginia), at the Providence 
Mennonite Church (Denbigh, Virginia, organized in 1900) from 1900-1903; and held services in 
Norfolk County in 1903-1904.”2” 


224. Amish Genealogies, 318; Nofzinger, “Fulton Co. Ohio Ancestrial Charts,” 1995, chart on 
Deacon John Wyse; Rupp, Johannes Rupp, 188, 192; Out of the Wilderness, 55, 199. “Wyse,” HoT 
(May 1884), 157 states that “he was for many years a deacon of the Amish Mennonite Church.” 
Listed in Proceedings, 1870 as “Johannes Wise”; and in 1876 as “Johannes Wysz.” 


225. Amish Genealogies, 391, 393, 495, 499, 512; Settlements That Failed, 404-405; Mennonites 
in Iowa, 129-130, 321; Umble, “Amish Ordination Charges,” MOR 13 (Oct. 1939), 244; MCD, 402; 
Guengerich, “A Brief History,” 247; Tradition, 124, 127, 151, 157, 159, 171, 185, 211, 212. David 
Luthy, “Abner Yoder (1814-1883): Amish Bishop and Fraktur Penman,” YNZ (April 1989), 1,3, 4-5. 
Luthy says Yoder was ordained in 1843, but Umble and Kauffman say the year was 1842. 


226. Amish Genealogies, 350, 353, 538, 539, 541; Genealogical Records, 2; Creative 
Congregationalism, 51, 60-61; Early Sunday Schools, 19; MCD, 402; “Smucker,” HoT (Aug. 15, 
1896), 254-255. 

227. Amish Genealogies, 447, 538, 539, 540; Genealogical Records, 8; Creative 
Congregationalism, 51, 98; Settlements That Failed, 476-477; “Warwick River Mennonite Church,” 
by C. N[orman] K[raus], ME 4:891-92: “Providence Mennonite Church,” by M[elvin] G[ingerich], 
ME 4:223.. 
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YODER, JACOB, 1865. Born July 12, 1818 Lancaster County, Pa.; died Nov. 2, 1901 Holmes 
County, Ohio. Son of Jacob Yoder (1779-1850) and Elizabeth Kurtz (1788-1885). Married Veronica 
Mast (May 21, 1829-Feb. 17, 1892), daughter of Abraham Mast (1802-1877) and Veronica Kurtz 
(1800-1845). Lived his adult life in Holmes County, Ohio. Ordained as a deacon possibly in 1858 
to follow his wife’s grandfather Christian Mast (1778-1858) as deacon serving the Martin’s Creek 
congregation (organized in 1828). In the division of 1865 he led the 36 persons who became Old 
Order Amish. After 1865 he was ordained as a minister and served in the Doughty Creek 
congregation.??® 


YODER, JACOB, 1874. Born Dec. 4, 1838 Huningue, France across the border from Basel, 
Switzerland; died June 28, 1914 near Prior, Mayes County, Oklahoma. Son of Christian Joder (b. 
1792) and Barbara Schott (1794-1879). Married on Dec. 16, 1860 in Fulton County, Ohio to 
Susanna Nofziger (May 16, 1840-March 21, 1903), the daughter of John Nofziger (b. ca. 1799) and 
Mary Catherine Wise (b. ca. 1802). Came to Fulton County, Ohio in 1858; in 1869 to near 
Wheatland, Hickory County, Missouri; in 1883 to near Stuttgart, Arkansas County, Arkansas; and in 
March, 1912 to near Pryor, Mayes County, Oklahoma. Baptized in 1852 in Switzerland and joined 
the Basel church. Ordained as a minister in 1873 in Missouri for the Cedar County congregation and 
as bishop in 1886 for the Yoder congregation. He served the Yoder congregation (Arkansas, 
organized ca. 1885; discontinued by 1920), 1883-March 1912 and then the Zion Amish Mennonite 
Church, (now the Zion Mennonite Church, Prior, Oklahoma) March, 1912-June, 1914.” 


YODER, JOHN C. 1862. Born Aug. 25, 1821 Somerset County, Pa.; died May 22, 1889 
Lagrange County, Indiana. Son of Christian “dick Christal” Yoder (1787-1867) and Judith 
Gingelsperger (1787-1832). Married Catherine Schrock (April 12, 1819-Dec. 30, 1899), daughter of 
John Schrock (1766-1843) and Barbara Yoder (1787-1871). Lived in Lagrange County, Indiana by 
1844. Ordained as a deacon for the Lagrange congregation (now numerous Old Order Amish 
districts) in 1852 and confirmed as a full deacon in 1861.?°° 


YODER, JOHN K., 1862, 1863, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, 1868, 1869, 1870, 1872, 1873, 1874, 
1875, 1878. Born Jan. 21, 1824 Mifflin County, Pa.; died Aug. 1, 1906 Wayne County, Ohio. Son 
of John Yoder (1785-1855) and Mary King (1790-1866). Married on Jan. 9, 1845 Lydia Zook 
(March 18, 1827-Sept. 20, 1887), daughter of Jacob Zook (1801-1872) and Barbara Yoder (1801- 
1862). Married second June 11, 1887 Jemima Zook (May 30, 1844-Dec. 27, 1930), daughter of 
Joshua Zook (1812-1882) and Magdalena Troyer (ca. 1809-1882). Moved from Mifflin County, Pa. 
to Ohio, arriving in Green Township, Wayne County on April 1, 1855. Ordained as a minister May 
5, 1850 in the Kishacoquillas Valley for the Upper district (now the Peachy Old Order Amish) and as 
a bishop in Oct. 1859 in Wayne County, Ohio. Served in Mifflin County as minister from 1850- 
1855, in Wayne County served as minister from 1855-1859 for the Wooster congregation (now the 





228. Amish Genealogies, 217, 325, 332, 497, 505, 523; Miller, Martins Creek Mennonite 
Church, 7, 10; History of Preachers, 13; Early Church Disciplines, 98. 

229. “Yoder,” GH (July 16, 1914), 262-263; “Yoder,” GH (April 9, 1903), 119-120; David 
Luthy, “Towns Named Yoder Series,” YNZ (Oct. 1986), 3; “Railroad John Nofziger-Pettisville,” The 
Nafziger Heritage News (Summer 1991), 1, 5-6; South Central, 57, 369-370, 395; Daviess County 


Amish, 74, 80-81, 397, 418. Listed in Proceedings, 1874 as “Jakob Yoder, Wheatland, Hickory 
County, Missouri.” 


230. Amish Genealogies, 391, 392, 499, 509, 530; Short Account, 9, 13. For Yoder’s comments 


concerning the office of full deacon see Umble, “Amish Ordination Charges,” 250. Listed in 
Proceedings, 1862 as “John Yoder, Middleburg, Elkhart Co, Ind.” 
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Oak Grove Mennonite Church), and as bishop from 1859 until he was partially paralyzed on April 
11, 1904.77! 


YODER, JOHN N.”NANCY JOHN”, 1863, 1865, 1866, 1868, 1869, 1871, 1872. Born Nov. 
12, 1825 Brown Township, Mifflin County, Pa.; died Dec. 21, 1906 Mifflin County, Pa. Son of 
Jacob Yoder (1795-1828) and Nancy Kauffman (b. 1800). Married first Jemima Zook (July 28, 
1826-1850), daughter of Joseph Zook (1783-1868) and Magdalena Yoder (1788-1863). Married 
second Elizabeth Hartzler (Sept. 11, 1825-May 23, 1919), daughter of Adam Hartzler (b. 1803) and 
Mary Hooley (1804-1837). Ordained as a minister for the Middle district in the Kishacoquillas 
Valley (now the Maple Grove Mennonite Church and the Allensville Mennonite Church) by 1863. 
After 1887 was silenced, withdrew from the congregation and joined the Peachey congregation (now 
also called the Renno Church) in which he was chosen by lot and ordained as a minister for the 
Lower district in 1892.7°? 


YODER, JONAS C., 1872. Born July 25, 1833 Huntingdon County, Pa.; died Oct. 1, 1911 near 
West Liberty, Logan County, Ohio. Son of David C. Yoder (1801-1870) and Magdalena Hooley 
(1803-1870). Married in Feb. 1858 Fanny Kenagy (Dec. 30, 1836-Nov. 29, 1899), daughter of John 
Kanagy (1785-1850) and Sarah Byler (1795-1862). In 1845 moved with his parents to Logan 
County, Ohio; in 1863 moved to Michigan and then to Lagrange County, Indiana; and in 1873 
returned to Logan County, Ohio. Ordained as a minister in 1867 and as a bishop ca. 1869 serving 
the Pretty Prairie congregation (meetings began 1866; discontinued 1910) and the Michigan 
congregation (later the Barker Street Mennonite Church, now part of the Pleasant Oaks Mennonite 
Church, Middlebury, Indiana) from 1867-1873. He was the bishop for the North Salem Amish 
Mennonite Church (organized 1873; discontinued in 1906) near Huntsville, Logan County, Ohio 
from 1873-1906. By 1890 he was also serving in the North district (now the South Union 
Mennonite Church).?** 


YODER, JONATHAN “YONI,” “YONY,” 1862, 1863, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1868. Born Sept. 2, 
1795 Berks County, Pa.; died Jan. 28, 1869 Montgomery Township, Woodford County, Ill. Son of 
David Yoder (ca. 1763-1820) and Jacobina Eash (d. ca. 1817). Married in 1816 to Magdalena 
Wagner (March 1797-Feb. 2, 1866), daughter of Zacharias Wagner. Moved from Berks County, Pa. 
to Derry Township, Mifflin County, Pa. in 1811 (purchased land from his father in 1818); to Half 
Moon Township, Centre County, Pa. in 1830; in 1836 to Tuscarora Township, Juniata County, Pa.; 


231. Amish Genealogies, 538, 539, 540, 554, 563; Genealogical Records, 2; Stoltzfus 
Documents, 41-42; Creative Congregationalism, 51-52, 197-199; MCD, 403; A. I. Yoder, “Fifty 
Mennonite Leaders: Bishop John K. Yoder (1824-1906),” GH (Sept. 5, 1929), 475-476. That Yoder 
served in the Upper District in Mifflin County is indicated in Stoltzfus Documents, 41-42 where John 
K. Yoder signed a letter on Sept. 21, 1852 with Abraham Peachey, bishop of that district and two 
ministers of the district named Christian Zook (1816-1893) and David J. Zook (1823-1895). See also 
Mifflin County Amish, 120, 377. Listed in Proceedings, 1862, 1865 as “John K. Yoder”; in 1863, 
1864, 1866, 1869 as “John K. Joder”; in 1867, 1870, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1878 as “Johannes K. 
Yoder”; and in 1868 as “Johann K. Joder,” always with a Wayne County, Ohio address. 


232. Amish Genealogies, 149, 152, 515, 534, 549, 553; Hostetler, “Samuel Yoder,” 120, 226- 
227; Mifflin County Amish, 372-373, 377; Stoltzfus Documents, 108-109, 125, 129-130; Paton 
Yoder, “John Yoder,” Typescript April 1984 notes to Steven R. Estes, Chenoa, Ill. Listed in 
Proceedings, 1863, 1866, 1869 as “John Joder”; in 1865 as “John Yoder”; in 1868 as “Johann 
Joder”; and in 1871, 1872 as “Johannes Yoder,” with Belleville, Mifflin County, Pa. as his address. 

233. Amish Genealogies, 210, 211, 538, 539; Mennonites in Indiana, 176-177, 345; Central 
Conference, 129; Early Sunday Schools, 23, 24, 32-33; Mennonite History, 255; Lehman, 
Uncommon Threads, 5, 22, 25, 27, 29, 34, 50; “Yoder,” GH (Oct. 12, 1911), 447. 
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in the spring of 1851 to Dry Grove Township, McLean County, IIl.; and to Montgomery Township, 
Woodford County, Ill. in 1866. Ordained as a minister in Mifflin County, Pa. in ca. 1827 for the 
Lower River congregation (settlement began in 1798; discontinued by 1839). From 1830-1836 
served the Half Moon Valley congregation (settlement began 1813; discontinued by 1840) and from 
1836-1851 served the Tuscarora Valley congregation (settlement began 1834; discontinued by 
1900). Ordained as a bishop in Juniata County in ca. 1840. In Illinois first served in the Mackinaw 
meeting (now the Roanoke Mennonite Church and part of the First Mennonite Church, Morton, Ill.) 
from spring 1851-late 1851. In late 1851 organized the Rock Creek congregation (also called Yoder 
congregation, now the North Danvers Mennonite Church) and served until 1869.7 


YODER, JOSEPH, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1868, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1875, 1876. Born Aug. 21/22, 
1822 near Lewistown, Mifflin County, Pa.; died Feb. 21, 1908 Wayland, Iowa. Son of John Yoder 
(1786-1861) and Susanna Stutzman (1796-1837). Married first Aug. 30, 1842 Lydia Kurtz (May 15, 
1823-Feb. 9, 1887), daughter of Abraham Kurtz (1769-1831) and Magdalena Lantz (1783-1866). 
Married second Feb. 16, 1889 Barbara Steinman (Sept. 22, 1857-March 19, 1937), daughter of 
Daniel Steinman (1830-1916) and Catherine Birkey (1834-1874) and widow of Joseph Orendorff 
(1852-1884). Barbara married third on Oct. 5, 1910 Daniel Eigsti (1861-1936), widower of her 
sister Lizzie Steinman (1863-1897). Moved with father to Fairfield County, Ohio in April, 1837; 
moved to the Haw Patch (renamed Topeka in 1895), Lagrange County, Indiana in 1852; in Aug. 
1868 moved to a farm along Barker Street in Mottville Township, St. Joseph County, Mich.; in the 
fall of 1886 to the Elkhart Prairie southeast of Goshen in Elkhart County, Indiana; in 1889 to 
Livingston County, Ill.;, and in Feb., 1906 to near Wayland, Henry County, Iowa. Ordained as a 
deacon in the spring of 1845 and as a minister in the spring of 1850 for the Fairfield County 
congregation in Ohio; ordained as a bishop in 1874 for the Michigan congregation (later the Barker 
Street Mennonite Church). Silenced as a minister on Sept. 2, 1889. Served in the Fairfield County 
congregation from 1845-1852; in the Clinton district, 1852-1854; in the Haw Patch congregation 
(organized May, 1854, now the Maple Grove Community Church) from 1854-1868; in the Michigan 
congregation (now part of Pleasant Oaks Mennonite Church, Middlebury, Indiana), 1868-1886. 
Served as non-resident bishop for the Townline congregation, Lagrange County, Indiana (founded 
1876, now the Townline Mennonite Church, Conservative Mennonite Conference), 1876-1883.7°° 


YODER, MICHAEL, 1868, 1870. Born Feb. 7, 1831 Bratton Township, Mifflin County, Pa.; 
died March 10, 1923 Bratton Township, Mifflin County, Pa. Son of Daniel Yoder (1797-1868) and 
Leah Yoder (1798-1834). Married in 1856 Juliana Stayrook (May 10, 1836-July 5, 1895), daughter 
of Samuel Stayrook (1809-1872) and Miriam Hartzler (1812-1850). Lived in Bratton Township, 
Mifflin County, Pa. from 1831-1834 and 1839-1923; lived in the Half Moon Valley, Centre County, 


234. Amish Genealogies, 69, 494, 497, 504; Central Conference, 56-61, 199; Mennonites of 
America, 489-499; Mifflin County Amish, 73, 74, 75, 79, 86, 87, 108, 109, 110, 111, 114, 119; 
Settlements That Failed, 80, 171, 344, 416, 417, 430, 432, 433; Goodly Heritage, 16, 18-21, 25-27, 
30, 34, 38, 41-43, 59, 60-63, 68-71, 84, 90, 98, 102, 107, 124, 286, 307; “A Shem Zook Letter,” 
MHB 23 (Jan. 1962), 3; Stoltzfus Documents, 79-80, 82, 102, 132, 143; Tradition, 39, 96, 118, 146, 
147, 150, 151, 155, 156, 157, 187, 188; Kauffman letter to Estes (Aug. 23, 1995). 


235. Amish Genealogies, 216, 219, 496, 503, 522; Paton Yoder, Joseph Yoder: Amish Mennonite 
Bishop (Goshen, Ind.: pub. by the author, 1989), 1-13; Paton Yoder, annotator, Writings of Amish 
Mennonite Bishop Joseph Yoder (1822-1908) and of His Descendants, and of Mary King Zook (b. 
1822) (Goshen, Ind.: pub. by the author, 1993), 19-23; Park interviews, 1994, 1995; Mennonites in 
Indiana, 162, 199-202, 345, 408-409; Minutes of Indiana-Michigan, 321; Central Conference, 129; 
Wenger, Forks Mennonite Church, 23; Eli D. Miller, 1876-1976 Townline Conservative Mennonite 
Church, Shipshewana, Indiana; A Brief Sketch and History of 100 Years (Middlebury, Ind.: 1976), 
9; Nicholas Eigsti Family, 51; Mennonites in Indiana, 409 and 416 gives 1876 as the date of his 
ordination as a bishop. 
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Pa., 1834-1839. Ordained as a minister in the spring of 1868 in the home of Joseph (1823-1884) and 
Barbara Zook (1822-1902) Allgyer for the Upper River congregation (now the Mattawana 
Mennonite Church) and as bishop in the spring of 1884. Served the Mattawana congregation from 
1868-1923. He gave bishop oversight for the Maple Grove and Allensville congregations (now the 
Maple Grove Mennonite Church and the Allensville Mennonite Church) from 1885-1889 and 1898- 
1908; for the Long Green congregation, Maryland, 1897-1909; for Oyster Point, Virginia; and for 
the Conemaugh congregation, Cambria County, Pa., 1902-1914.7*° 


YODER, SAMUEL “NANCY SAM,” 1862, 1863, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, 1868, 1869, 1870, 
1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1878. Born Sept. 23, 1824 Brown Township, Mifflin County, 
Pa.; died May 19, 1884 Mifflin County, Pa. Son of Jacob Yoder (1795-1828) and Nancy Kauffman 
(b. 1800). Married on March 6, 1849 Elizabeth Beiler (Aug. 6, 1830-Jan. 20, 1912), daughter of 
Solom K. Beiler (1798-1888) and Sarah Hartzler (1799-1887). Ordained in 1850 as a deacon by 
Solomon K. Beiler (1798-1888) for the Middle District in the Kishocoquillas Valley (now the Maple 
Grove Mennonite Church and the Allensville Mennonite Church); confirmed as full deacon in 1858; 
ordained as bishop on March 15, 1865 by Solomon Yoder (1800-1880), Christian Umble (1809- 
1896), and Elias Riehl (1818-1901). He was the only minister who attended all sixteen of the Diener 
Versammlungen.” 


YODER, SAMUEL, 1862, 1864, 1865. Born Sept. 2, 1826 Cambria County, Pa.; died Sept. 15, 
1900 Lagrange, Goshen County, Wyoming. Son of Caleb Yoder (1797-1878) and Susanna 
Hochstetler (1796-1863). Married Barbara Yoder (March 23, 1836-May 10, 1920), daughter of Elias 
Yoder (1808-1884) and Rachel Troyer (1809-1897). Moved to Holmes County, Ohio with his 
parents by 1832; living in Indiana by 1854; living in Union Township, Elkhart County, Indiana by 
July 17, 1860; moved in the spring of 1870 to near Virgil City, Cedar County, Missouri; after 1872 
moved to Goshen County, Wyoming. Ordained as a minister after ca. 1853 probably for the Marshall 
county congregation and as a bishop by 1857 when he helped lead the division which formed the 
Locke congregation (now the First Mennonite Church, Nappanee, Indiana). He helped organize the 
Cedar County congregation in 1870 (which discontinued by 1900). Apparently he was not serving 
as a minister at the time of his death.?”® 


236. Amish Genealogies, 430, 496, 504; Mifflin County Amish, 127-130, 65-66, 120-121, 379; 
Settlements That Failed, 173, 411, 420; Mennonite History, 254; MCD, 404; “Yoder,” GH (March 
22, 1923), 1007; Kauffman letter to Estes (Aug. 23, 1995). 


237. Amish Genealogies, 495, 500, 515, 534; Hostetler, “Samuel Yoder,” 226-241; Hartzler 
Family, 408-409; Mifflin County Amish, 123-127; Paton Yoder, “The Structure of the Amish 
Ministry in the Nineteenth Century,” MOR 61 (July 1987), 280-297; Paton Yoder, “The Preaching 
Deacon Controversy Among Nineteenth Century American Amish,” PMH 8 (Jan. 1985), 2-9; 
Stoltzfus Documents, 14, 47-48, 110-113, 127. Listed in Proceedings, 1862, 1865, 1866, 1870, 1871, 
1872, 1873, 1875, 1876, 1878 as “Samuel Yoder”; in 1863, 1864, 1867, 1868, 1869, 1874 as 
“Samuel Joder,” always with Belleville, Mifflin Co., Pa. as his address 


238. Amish Genealogies, 499, 503, 510, 519; Mennonites in Indiana, 178-179, 346-347; Federal 
Population Census, Union Twp., Elkhart Co., Indiana (July 17, 1860), 57/485, #377/377; Miller, 
Amish Directory of Nappanee, 7; Schrock, First Mennonite Church, 4, John Ringenberg, “Died,” 
HoT (May 1867), 78; John Ringenberg, “A Visit,” HoT (Aug. 1867), 124; “Died,” HoT (Feb. 1868), 
31; South Central, 57, 478; Federal Population Census, Box Twp, Cedar Co,, Missouri (Aug. 17, 
1870), 25/28-26/28, #187/187; “Bro. Krichbaum,” HoT, July 1870, 104; “Married,” HoT (July 
1870), 111; “From Missouri,” HoT (March 1872), 45; John S. Good, “A Visit to Kansas and 
Missouri,” HoT (Aug. 1872), 123-124; Hiram Yoder, “Deaths: Yoder,” HoT (Nov. 1, 1900), 334. 
See “Albert Yoder: Western Pioneer and Chicken Farmer,” YNZ (Oct. 1993), 1, 3-4 for a glimpse of 
the family’s life in Missouri and Wyoming. Samuel Yoder’s son Hiram Yoder was the foreman of 
the jury which convicted Tom Horn, the infamous range detective, and sentenced him to hang. 
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YODER, SOLOMON, 1862, 1863, 1868. Born Nov. 16, 1800 Windsor Township, Berks 
County, Pa.; died Feb. 22, 1880, Baltimore County, Maryland. Son of Henry Yoder (ca. 1759-1821) 
and Barbara Kauffman (b. ca. 1759). Married Frances Riehl (March 3, 1804-Aug. 20, 1868), 
daughter of Jacob Riehl (ca. 1771-1821) and Veronica Zug (b. 1771). Moved with his parents to 
Mifflin County, Pa. in 1814; to Union County, Pa. in 1837; and to near Long Green, Baltimore 
County, Maryland in 1850. Ordained as a minister between 1829 and 1833 serving the Upper River 
congregation (now the Mattawana Mennonite Church) until 1838. Ministered in Union County 
between 1838 and 1850, being ordained as a bishop shortly after moving there (perhaps in 1839). 
Then served the Long Green congregation in Maryland (settlement began 1833; last member died in 
1953), 1850-1880.7*° 


YODER, TOBIAS C., 1864, 1865. Born Nov. 12, 1818 Somerset County, Pa.; died Feb. 13, 
1875 Lagrange County, Indiana. Son of Christian “Dick Christal” Yoder (1787-1867) and Judith 
Gindelsperger (1787-1832). Married first Jan. 8, 1837 Marie Swartzentruber (Nov. 2, 1817-Dec. 7, 
1853), daughter of Peter Swartzentruber (d. 1824) and Elizabeth Miller. Married second April 27, 
1854 Barbara Borntreger (July 21, 1819-June 7, 1902), daughter of John Borntreger (1781-1856) and 
Barbara Johns (1782-1870). Moved from Somerset County, Pa. to Lagrange County, Indiana in 
1846. Ordained as a minister in 1854 for the Lagrange district (Old Order Amish).”“° 


YODER, TOBIAS S. “STILLER,” 1863. Born 1811 Somerset County, Pa.; died July 22, 1878 
Somerset County, Pa. Son of Joseph “Stiller” Yoder (1788-1852) and Elizabeth Speicher (1790- 
1874). Married Susanna Kauffman (Sept. 11, 1811-March 9, 1875), daughter of Jacob Kauffman 
(1751-1844) and Catherine Miller (1773-1855). Ordained a deacon in 1860 shortly after the death of 
Deacon Jonas Yoder (1798-1860) on June 15, 1860 when the latter was kicked by a horse. In 1868 
he suffered a stroke of paralysis and spent most of the next ten years on a chair until his death. 
Served the Conemaugh congregation, near Johnstown, Pa. (settlement began in 1780; congregation 
discontinued in 1941) from 1860-1868.7*! 


YODER, VALENTINE, 1864. Born Feb. 13, 1809 Somerset County, Pa.; died Nov. 5, 1893 
Marshall County, Indiana. Son of Daniel Yoder (1777-1854) and Barbara Yoder. Married Mary 
Schrock (b. April 18, 1818), daughter of David Schrock (1791-1867) and Margaret Borntreger 
(1790-1850). Came from Somerset County, Pa. to Elkhart County, Indiana in 1841; from Elkhart 
County, Indiana to Marshall County, Indiana in the spring of 1854. Ordained as a deacon in 1845 by 
Isaac Smoker (1810-1893) for the Ohio congregation during the temporary split of 1843-1847 in 
northern Indiana. Served as a deacon from 1848-1854 in the Clinton district and then 1854-1893 in 
the Breman congregation (now Old Order Amish districts).* 


Listed in Proceedings, 1862, 1865 as “Samuel Yoder”; in 1864 as “Samuel Joder,” always with a 
Kosciusco Co. Ind. address. 

239. Amish Genealogies, 367, 494, 496, 504; Mifflin County Amish, 71, 90, 97-98, 115, 125, 
379, 390; Settlements That Failed, 170-173; Umble, “Union County,” 168-169, 171, 419; H. Harold 
Hartzler, “Bishop Solomon Yoder,” YNL (Oct. 1986), 1-6. After 1877 John Mast assisted Yoder in 
his work as bishop. 

240. Amish Genealogies, 454, 499, 509, 529; Settlements That Failed, 410; “Tobias Yoder Bible 
Record,” YNL (April 1985), 2. According to Short Account, 12-13 Tobias Yoder was ordained in ca. 
1855. Listed in Proceedings, 1864, 1865 as “Tobias Yoder, Middlebury, Elkhart County, Ind.” 


241. Amish Genealogies, 160, 495, 510, 530; Settlements That Failed, 408; Beachy, “Somerset 
County,” 266-270. Listed in Proceedings, 1863 as “Tobias Joder, Davidsville, Somerset Co., Pa.” 


242. Amish Genealogies, 403, 404, 494, 496, 503, 519; Short Account, 8; Miller, Amish 
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ZEHR, ANDREW, 1867. Born May 8, 1834 near Croghan, Lewis County, New York; died 
Nov. 8, 1905 near Croghan, Lewis County, New York. Son of Michael Zehr (1789-1880) and Anna 
Jantzi (1795-1886). Married in 1855 Mary Martin (Feb. 2, 1837-Oct. 15, 1911), daughter of Andrew 
Martin (1805-1884) and Barbara Schertz (1809-1872). Ordained as a minister for the Lewis County 
congregation (now the Croghan Mennonite Church, Conservative Mennonite Conference) in ca. 
1855. After 1867 joined the Croghan Evangelical Baptist Church (affiliated with the Apostolic 
Christian Church of America), but also left that congregation.” 


ZEHR, JACOB, 1866, 1871, 1872, 1875, 1878. Born Sept. 17, 1825 at Mannreid, Bavaria; died 
Feb. 22, 1898 near Zimmerman Ford, Montgomery Township, Woodford County, Ill. Son of Daniel 
Zehr (1777-ca. 1856) and Magdalena Unzicker (1773-1838). Married April 21, 1850 Elizabeth 
Ehresman (Sept. 11, 1830-Nov. 27, 1902), daughter of Christian Ehresman (1799/1800-1874) and 
Magdalena Barnhardt (d. ca. 1835). In the spring of 1848 migrated from Bavaria to Woodford 
County, Ill. Ordained as a minister on June 12, 1859 and as a bishop on May 20, 1863 for the 
Mackinaw meeting (later the Roanoke Mennonite Church and the Goodfield Mennonite Church, 
now part of the First Mennonite Church, Morton, Ill.). Served until ca. 1893 when he could no 
longer preach because of poor health.“ 


ZEHR, DR. PETER, 1871. Born Aug. 20, 1809 Gros Rederching, canton of Rorbache, Moselle, 
France; died Jaunary 2, 1898 South Easthope Township, Perth County, Ontario. Son of Michael 
Zehr (ca. 1755-1813) and Magdalena Farny (b. ca. 1783). Married in 1831 Barbara Roth (Nov. 21, 
1812-Sept. 21, 1888), daughter of Nicolaus Roth (d. 1834) and Veronica Zimmerman (1789-1878). 
Studied medicine in France in his youth. Migrated from France in 1833 arriving in Lewis County, 
New York and then settling in Ontario in 1836. Ordained as a minister in Lorraine in ca. 1831; 
served in the Lewis County congregation (now the Croghan Mennonite Church, Conservative 
Mennonite Conference) and in the East Zora congregation (organized in 1837, now the East Zora 
Mennonite Church) in Ontario.7*° 


ZIMMERMAN, ANDREW, 1864, 1866, 1871. Born Aug. 29, 1807 district of Freiburg, Baden; 
died Feb. 23, 1889 near Chenoa, McLean County, Ill. Son of Michael Zimmermann (1776-1860) 
and Barbara Roggy. Married Jacobina “Phebe” Gingerich (Sept. 19, 1814-June 10, 1880). Moved 
from Baden to France by 1833 and then to Tazewell County, Ill. in 1853. In 1860 moved to Bureau 
County, Ill. and in 1877 to near Chenoa, McLean County, Ill. with his son Joseph Zimmerman 
(1845-1924). Ordained as a minister perhaps in 1855 for the Dillon Creek congregation (later the 
Pleasant Grove Mennonite Church, now part of the First Mennonite Church, Morton, Ill.) serving 


Directory of Nappanee, 8, 16. 

243. Yousey, Strangers and Pilgrims, 294-295, 323-333, 339; Mrs. Ira G. Farney, Julius Farney, 
and Mrs. Urban Karcher, Genealogies of Three Large Families of Lewis County, New York: the 
Farney Family, the Rudolph Virkler Family, the Zehr Family (Castorland, New York; Julia Karcher, 
1989), 2:1655, 1951. Klopfenstein, Marching to Zion, 9-25 recounts the history of the Evangelical 
Baptists in Lewis County, New York. 

244. Verle and Margaret Oyer, Jacob Zehr: Machinaw Meeting Preacher (May 1964), n.p.; 
“Obituary: Pre. Jacob Zehr,” HoT (March 5, 1898), 93; Woodford County Marriages, 49; Serpette, 
“Zehrs from Europe to Illinois,” 71-73; Amish Mennonites in Germany, 253; Zehr, Ehresman family 
notes. 


245. Ray H. Zehr, “Dr. Peter Zehr’s European Ancestry,” MFH (April 1994), 80-81; Roth and 
Roth, Roth Family, 71-75; Amish of Canada, 35, 38, 42, 96, 205; Roth letter to Estes (Aug. 24, 
1995). “Peter Zehr,” HoT (Feb. 15, 1898), 60 states that “for about 67 years he was a preacher in the 
Amish Mennonite Church.” 
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until 1860; from 1860-1877 preached every three weeks for the Bureau Creek congregation (now the 
Willow Springs Mennonite Church); 1877-1889 ministered in the Gridley Prairie congregation (now 
the Waldo Mennonite Church).?* 


ZIMMERMAN, CHRISTIAN, 1865. Born 1825 Baden; died 1899 Clinton County, Indiana. 
Married Catherine Schlatter (1828-1897) of France. Ordained as a minister and served as the first 
minister in the Clinton County congregation (organized ca. 1850, joined the Egly Amish in 1865, 
later the Lafayette Evengelical Mennonite Church).?*’ 


ZOOK, CHRISTIAN, 1863, 1868. Born Jan. 3, 1816 Mifflin County, Pa.; died Dec. 16, 1893 
Mifflin County, Pa. Son of Joseph Zook (1783-1868) and Magdalena Yoder (1788-1863). Married 
first Elizabeth Zook (March 20, 1819-Dec. 22, 1866), daughter of Solomon Zook (1794-1863) and 
Leah Sharp (1796-1832). Married second in March 1871 to Elizabeth Hartzler (Sept. 22, 1826-Oct. 
12, 1915), daughter of Christian Hartzler (1793-1870) and Elizabeth Kauffman (1794-1856), and the 
widow of John L. Byler (1827-1866). Ordained as a minister in the Upper district (now the Peachey 
Old Order Amish) in the Kishacoquillas Valley, Mifflin County, Pensylvania by 1852. He was 
disfellowshipped from the congregation in 1864 and joined the Middle district (now the Maple 
Grove Mennonite Church and the Allensville Mennonite Church) where he served as a minister.”“® 


ZOOK, DAVID J. 1863, 1865, 1867, 1868, 1872, 1873, 1876. Born Dec. 22, 1822 Mifflin 
County, Pa.; died Oct. 18, 1895 Mifflin County, Pa. Son of Jacob Zook (1801-1872) and Barbara 
Yoder (1801-1862). Married in 1844 Lydia Zook (Feb. 18, 1824-Oct. 12, 1895), daughter of Joseph 


246. E. E. Zimmerman, comp., Zimmerman Family Records, 1776-1969 (1969), 6-7, 9; 
“Obituary,” HoT (March 1, 1889) 94; inscriptions, Waldo Cemetery, Flanagan, Ill.; Amish 
Mennonites in Germany, 56; Centennial History, 228; Burcky, “History of the so-cold [sic] 
Mennonite Amish Church,” 4-5 gives the date of his move to Bureau County, III. as 1860. A moving 
date of 1862 is given by Henry V. Albrecht (1860-1938) in an untitled, two-page manuscript history 
of the Willow Springs Mennonite Church, ca. 1928, 1 in the Willow Springs Mennonite Church, 
Tiskilwa, Ill. The family was living in Elm Grove Township, Tazewell County Ill. on July 5, 1860 
according to Tazewell County Illinois 1860 Census and Index (Pekin Ill.: Tazewell County 
Genealogical Society, 1986), 175-178. They were living in Bureau County on Feb. 10, 1862 when 
Andrew Zimmerman, Jr. (1834-1895) married Elizabeth Albrecht (1838-1877) as shown in their 
marriage record in the Bureau County courthouse, Princeton, Ill. Since this is so early in the year it 
seems likely that of the two dates the family moved in 1860. Andrew Zimmerman of Bureau County, 
Ill. purchased 80 acres in Bureau County, Ill. on March 21, 1863 (“Deed Record/72/Bureau County,” 
528-583). Centennial History, 228 seems to consolidate Andrew Zimmerman (1807-1889) and 
Andrew Zimmerman, Jr. (1834-1893), his son who was ordained as a minister in 1864/5, into one 
person. Listed in Proceedings, 1864 as “Andrew Zimmerman, Peru, LaSalle Co., Ill.,”; in 1866 as 
“Andr. Zimmerman”; and in 1871 as “Andreas Zimmerman,” with a Princeton, Bureau Co., Ill. 
address for the latter two years. 


247. Mennonites in Indiana, 404-405; Settlements That Failed, 95; Egly letter to Yoder (Feb. 6, 
1866); translated in Part II, Doc. 10. In “A Brief History of My Life” Henry Egly indicates that in 
March 1866 Christian Zimmerman accompanied him on a trip to Livingston County, Ill. (which led 
to the formation of the present Salem Evangelical Mennonite Church). Bernese Anabaptists, 166-167 
states that Christian Zimmerman had a brother John Zimmerman who settled near Buck Creek, 
Indiana and that the two brothers came from Missouri in 1870. He may be the Christian Zimmerman, 
aged 9, listed with his presumed parents Christian (b. ca. 1790) and Catherine (b. ca. 1802) 
Zimmerman from Baden, who immigrated from Le Havre on the ship “Hebrew” landing at New 
York on June 23, 1836. Ship passenger list courtesy of John M. Byler, Fredericksburg, Ohio. 

248. Amish Genealogies, 51, 148, 151, 549, 553, 555, 559; Zook, Only a Twig, 30; Mifflin 
County Amish, 120, 377; Stoltzfus Documents, 41-47, 122-124. Listed in Proceedings as Christian 
Zook (1863) and Christian Zug (1868). 
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Zook (1783-1868) and Magdalena Yoder (1788-1863). Lived near Allensville, Mifflin County, Pa. 
until Nov., 1885 when he moved to a farm near Newton, Harvey County, Kansas; in 1893 returned 
to the Kishacoquillas Valley in Mifflin County, Pa. Ordained as a minister in 1846 for the Upper 
district (now the Peachey Old Order Amish) in the Kishacoquillas Valley, Mifflin County, Pa.; was 
disfellowshiped from the congregation in 1864 and joined the Middle district (now the Maple Grove 
Mennonite Church and Allensville Mennonite Church); ordained there as a bishop in 1879. Served 
in the Upper district from 1846-1864; in the Middle district from 1864-1885; and in Kansas from 
1885-1893. In Kansas he served a congregation near Zimmerdale which in 1892 merged with the Pa. 
Mennonite Church (now the Whitestone Mennonite Church).?* 


ZOOK, ENOCH, 1862, 1863, 1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, 1868, 1869. Born May 24, 1817 Mifflin 
County, Pa. died Jan. 12, 1888 Mifflin County, Pa. Son of David Zook (1788-1870) and Barbara 
King (1792-1884). Married on Feb. 4, 1838 Mary F. Hartzler (Feb. 16, 1817-Jan. 17, 1885), 
daughter of Yost Hartzler (1791-1843) and Elizabeth Byler (1792-1884). Ordained as a minister in 
1852 for the Middle district (now the Maple Grove Mennonite Church and the Allensvile Minnonite 
Church).?°° 


ZOOK, JONATHAN, 1862, 1864, 1868, 1870, 1873. Born Dec. 2, 1809 Mifflin County, Pa.; 
died Oct. 15, 1895 Holmes County, Ohio. Son of David Zook (1780-1863) and Anna Lantz (1778- 
1868). Married Nancy King (Oct. 18, 1817-Oct. 19, 1893), daughter of Christian King (1785-1844) 
and Elizabeth Detweiler (1788-1867). In 1818 moved with father’s family from the Lower River 
settlement in Mifflin County to Green Township, Wayne County, Ohio; in 1833 moved to Fairfield 
County, Ohio; and after May 1877 to Holmes County, Ohio. Ordained as a minister for the Fairfield 
County congregation after ca. 1836 and by 1862; served in the Fairfield County congregation 
(organized 1833; discontinued by 1882) until he moved to Holmes County, Ohio where he served in 
the Martin’s Creek congregation (now the Martin’s Creek Mennonite Church) as bishop from 1890- 
1895.2°' 


ZOOK, JONATHAN D. 1862, 1867. Born Dec. 17, 1802 Mifflin County, Pa.; died July 17, 
1882 Fairfield County, Ohio. Son of Daniel Zook (1779-ca. 1805) and Magdalena Lantz (1783- 
1867). Married Lydia Stutzman (April 3, 1811-Jan. 20, 1892), daughter of John Stutzman (1785- 
1864) and Barbara Hartzler (1788-1867). Baptized in ca. 1822. Ordained as a deacon in 1852 for the 
Fairfield County congregation (orgainzed in 1833; discontinued by 1882).** 


249. Amish Genealogies, 549, 553, 554, 563, 567; S. Duane Kauffman, “Eight Nineteenth 
Century Mifflin County David Zooks,” MFH (July 1991), 89-90; MCD, 410; Zook, Only a Twig, 30, 
47; Mifflin County Amish, 120, 129, 130, 160, 161, 183, 195, 218, 262, 377, 391; Stoltzfus 
Documents, 42, 104, 109, 120-122, 126; South Central, 197, 201, 208, 233-235; Miller, Beyond the 
Mystic River, 32-37, Letter, Jake [Jacob Hooley] to Gideon [Stoltzfus] (Dec. 5, 1893) in the Lydia 
Mast Collection, Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society Library, Lancaster, Pa. 

250. Amish Genealogies, 149, 151, 549, 553; Hartzler Family, 329. Amish Genealogies, 562 lists 
him as a minister. Zook, Only a Twig, 32 says he served as a deacon. Mifflin County Amish, 120, 
123, 135, 175, 181, 202, 215, 317, 377 call him a minister. He is mentioned in Stoltzfus Documents, 
125, 132-133, 190, 194. “Zook,” HoT (Feb. 1, 1888), 44 states that “for 35 years [he was] a preacher 
in the Amish Mennonite Church.” 

251. Amish Genealogies, 550, 554, 564; Settlements That Failed, 351, 353-354; Mennonites of 
Ohio, 396; Miller, Martins Creek Mennonite Church, 22. “Zook,” HoT (June 1, 1895), 174 states: 
“He held the office of bishop a number of years.” Listed in Proceedings, 1862, 1864, 1870 as 
“Jonathan Zook”; in 1868 as “Jonathan Zug”; and in 1873 as “Jonathan Zuck,” with three different 
Fairfield County, Ohio addresses. 

252. Amish Genealogies, 432, 433, 551, 556; Settlements That Failed, 351; Mennonites of Ohio, 
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ZOOK, SOLOMON P., 1862 1863, 1864, 1865, 1867, 1868, 1869. Borm 1821 Green 
Township, Wayne County, Ohio; died May 1872 Wayne County, Ohio. Son of John Zook (1770- 
1853) and Catherine Weidman (d. by 1840). Married in ca. 1844 Elizabeth Stutzman (June 20, 1827- 
March 1892), daughter of John Stutzman (1798-1854) and Sarah Blough (1802-1880). Ordained as a 
minister in 1859 by John K. Yoder (1824-1906) for the Wooster congregation (now the Oak Grove 
Mennonite Church) and was in the South district from 1859-1862 (when the meetinghouse was built 
and the congregation no longer had districts).”** 


396; “Zook,” HoT (Aug. 15, 1882), 253. Listed in Proceedings, 1862 as “Jonathan D. Zook, Neu- 
Lancaster, Fairfield Co., Ohio”; and in 1867 as “Jonathan D. Zug, West Rushville, Fairfield Co., 
Ohio.” 


253. Amish Genealogies, 433, 436, 549, 552, 560; Zook, Only a Twig, 25; Creative 
Congregationalism, 24, 31, 39, 41, 59-60, 67, 81, 83-86; Settlements That Failed, 339-340; 
Mennonites of Ohio, 397; Deed dated April 10, 1872 from Solomon and Elizabeth Zook to Reuben 
Buckwalter, recorded 7 July 1872 in Wayne County Recorder’s Office, Wooster, Ohio shows that he 
was still living on that date. Umble, “Oak Grove,” MOR 31 (July 1957), 178-179 gives the date of 
Solomon Zook’s ordination and states that he died prior to to the Diener Versammlung held in 
Wayne County, Ohio from June 1-4, 1873. The Wayne County, Ohio Probate Court has the filing of 
Application for Letters and Administrator’s Bond for “Solomon W. Zook” on “Juny” 11, 1872 in 
Estate File #3944. Such papers generally needed to be filed within a month of the death of the 
testator. 
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APPENDIX I 


AMISH CONGREGATIONS AND MINISTERS 
INVOLVED IN THE MINISTERS’ MEETINGS OF 1862-1878 


ILLINOIS 
BUREAU COUNTY 
Bureau Creek congregation (now the Willow Springs Mennonite Church, 
MC) 


Andrew Zimmerman (1807-1889) — 1864, 1866, 1871 
Joseph Albrecht (1817-1895) — 1866, 1871 

Joseph Burcky (1836-1920) — 1869-1874, 1878 
Joseph Stauffer (1821-1892) — 1871 

Andrew Oesch (1848-1940) — 1878 


LIVINGSTON COUNTY 

Gridley Prairie congregation (now Waldo Mennonite Church, MC) 
John Albrecht (1833-1900) — 1866, 1871, 1872 
Jacob Nafziger (1798-1888) — 1866, 1871, 1875 
Valentine Neuhauser (1814-1899) — 1866, 1871, 1874, 1875, 1878 
Christian Schlegel (1819-1884) — 1866, 1870, 1871-1876, 1878 
John P. Schmidt (1820-1904) — 1866, 1870-1873, 1875, 1878 
Jacob Wagler (1806-1872) — 1866, 1871 
Valentine Augstein (1821-1872) — 1870, 1871 
John Engel (1801-1888) — 1871 
Joseph Gascho (1841-1902) — 1872-1875 
Daniel Steinman (1830-1916) — 1872, 1873, 1875, 1878 
Christian Egle (1822-1892) — 1878 


MCLEAN COUNTY 
Hessian congregation (later South Danvers Mennonite Church, which 
merged with the North Danvers Mennonite Church in 1943) 
Daniel Brennemann (1804-1884) — 1866 
Christian Gingerich (1820-1908) — 1866 
Kilian Kennel (1832-1923) — 1866 
Michael Kinsinger (1814-1895) — 1866 
Christian Naffziger (1803-1893) — 1866 
Rock Creek congregation/Yoder congregation (now North Danvers 
Mennonite Church, GC) 
Joseph Stuckey (1826-1902) — 1862-1867, 1871, 1872 
Jonathan Yoder (1795-1869) — 1862-1868 
Jacob Miller (1811-1893) — 1866 
Michael Miller (1795-1873) — 1866 
John Stahly (1827-1900) — 1866, 1871, 1873 
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John Strubhar (1808-1883) — 1866, 1871 
Christian Imhoff (1838-1881) — 1867, 1871, 1872 
Weston congregation (developed into the present Flanagan Mennonite 
Church and Meadows Mennonite Church, both GC) 
Simon Baechler (1834-1921) — 1871, 1872 
John Rupp (1824-1913) — 1871 


MOULTRIE COUNTY 
Andrew Birky (1816-1892) — 1878' 


TAZEWELL COUNTY 

Delavan Prairie congregation”? (now the Hopedale Mennonite Church, MC) 
Andrew Baechler (1796-1874) — 1864 
John Birky (1815-1896) — 1864, 1866, 1867, 1870-1876, 1878 
Christian Nafziger (1819-1899) — 1864, 1866, 1870-1876, 1878 
Noah Augsburger (1819-1903) — 1866, 1871, 1875, 1876 
Andrew Birky (1816-1892) — 1866, 1867, 1871-1873 
Joseph Hochstettler (1836-1896) — 1866 
John Nafziger (1826-1885) — 1866, 1871, 1874, 1875, 1878 
John Egli (1821-1907) — 1871, 1872, 1875, 1878 
Joseph Birkey (1828-1906) — 1878 
Joseph Springer (1837-1902) — 1878 

Die Busche Gemein/Wesley City congregation/Farmdale district (now the 

Groveland Evangelical Mennonite Church) 

Michael Moseman (1806-1898) — 1862, 1866 
Peter Guth (1806-1886) — 1866 

Dillon Creek congregation (now part of the First Mennonite Church, 

Morton, MC) 
Andrew Ropp (1807-1890) — 1862, 1864, 1866, 1870-1872, 1874, 
1875, 1878 

Jacob Unzicker (1808-1893) — 1862, 1864, 1866 
John Birky (1815-1896) — 1864, 1866, 1867, 1870-1876, 1878 
Andrew Birky (1817-1892) — 1866, 1867, 1871-1873 
Joseph Burcky (1836-1920) — 1866, 1867 
Jacob Hochstettler (1825-1884) — 1866, 1867, 1870 
Peter Ropp (1815-1892) — 1866, 1871, 1874, 1875, 1878 
Daniel Roth (1833-1922) — 1866, 1871, 1874, 1875, 1878 
Nicholas Roth (1815-1894) — 1866 
Peter Roth (1829-1901) — 1866 
John Bachman (1818-1888) — 1871, 1875, 1878 
Johannes Sutter (1795-1887) — 1871, 1875, 1878 


1. It is not known whether Andrew Birky was serving a congregation in the recently established 
conservative Amish settlement in Moultre County, Ill. or if he was given the wrong address in 1878. 

2. Andrew Birky and John Birky were serving as deacons in both the Dillon Creek and the 
Delavan Prairie congregations which seem to have still been rotating services and sharing some 
ministers in the 1860s and 1870s. 
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Peter Guth (1806-1886) — 1875, 1878 
Washington Prairie congregation (now the Calvary Mennonite Church, GC) 
Peter Guengerich (1825-1898) — 1870, 1871 
Peter Guth (1806-1886) — 1871 
Peter Edward Stuckey (1844-1929) — 1871, 1872 
Jacob Unzicker (1808-1893) — 1871, 1872 


WOODFORD COUNTY 
Goodfield Congregation’? (now part of First Mennonite Church, Morton, 
MC) 
Jacob Zehr (1825-1898) — 1878 
Mackinaw meeting (after 1873 the Roanoke congregation and the Goodfield 
congregation) 
Christian Farni (1800-1882) — 1864 
Christian Ropp (1812-1896) — 1864, 1866, 1870-72 
Valentine Augstein (1821-1872) — 1866 
Michael King (1806-1872) — 1866 
Christian Reeser (1819-1923) — 1866, 1871 
Jacob Zehr (1825-1898) — 1866, 1871, 1872 
Jacob Rediger (1807-1889) — 1871 
Joseph Wagner (1835-1894) — 1871 
Partridge Creek congregation (now the Metamora Mennonite Church, MC) 
Joseph Bachman (1826-1897) — 1866, 1875, 1878 
Joseph Belsley (1812-1879) — 1866, 1867 
Christian Garber (1814-1877) — 1866, 1871 
Christian Schertz (1815-1878) — 1866, 1871, 1875, 1878 
Christian Schertz (1832-1889) — 1866, 1878 
George Sommer (1801-1883) — 1871, 1878 
Christian Esch (1818-1882) — 1875, 1878 
Roanoke congregation’ (now the Roanoke Mennonite Church) 
Christian Ropp (1812-1896) — 1873-1875, 1878 
Jacob Rediger (1807-1889) — 1875, 1878 
Christian Reeser (1819-1923) — 1875, 1878 
Joseph Wagner (1835-1894) — 1875, 1878 
Joseph Rediger (1845-1938) — 1878 
Christian Schrock (1847-1926) — 1878 


INDIANA 


ADAMS COUNTY 
Adams County congregation (before it divided into what is now the Old 
Order Amish and the Berne Evangelical Mennonite Church) 
Henry Egly (1824-1890) — 1865 


3. In 1873 the old Mackinaw meeting divided into two congregations, the Goodfield 
congregation (also often called the Mackinaw congregation) and the Roanoke congregation; hence 
the listing as three different congregations. 
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ALLEN COUNTY 
Allen County congregation‘ (prior to the division into the Old Order Amish 
and what is now the Grabill Evangelical Mennonite Church, EMC) 

John Graber (1816-1877) — 1862, 1864, 1865 
Andrew Gerig (ca. 1815-1890) — 1864 
Joseph Gerig (1824-1892) — 1864, 1865 
Jacob Graber (1821-1904) — 1864, 1865 
John Klopfenstein (1813-1891) — 1865 
Michael Miller (ca. 1799-1872) — 1865 

Allen County Old Order Amish congregation 
Jacob Graber (1821-1904) — 1867 
Peter Graber (1811-1896) — 1867, 1869, 1872 

Leo congregation (now Leo Mennonite Church) 

Christian Lugbill (1825-1880) — 1876 


CLINTON COUNTY 
Clinton County congregation (later the Lafayette Evangelical Mennonite 
Church, EMC) 
Jacob Ehrisman (1806-1894) — 1865, 1866 
Christian Zimmerman (1825-1899) — 1865 


DAVIESS COUNTY 
Daviess County Old Order Amish congregation 
Jacob Graber (1821-1904) — 1872 


ELKHART COUNTY 

Clinton congregation (now the Clinton Frame Mennonite Church, MC) 
John Smiley (1822-1879) — 1862, 1864, 1865, 1866 
Jonas D. Troyer (1811-1897) — 1862, 1864, 1866, 1867 
Christian S. Plank (1819-1897) — 1864, 1865, 1867, 1870, 1872 
(John) Benjamin Schrock (1819-1895) — 1864, 1872 
Daniel D. Schrock (1830-1917) — 1872 
Eli S. Miller (1821-1917) — 1872 

Clinton district (now Old Order Amish) 
Moses Kauffman (1804-1872) — 1862, 1864 
David J. Hostetler (1839-1929) — 1864 
Joseph P. Hostetler (1802-1893) — 1864, 1865 
John L. Miller (1826-1890) — 1864, 1865 
John C. Gnagy (1817-1889) — 1872, 1876 


HOWARD AND MIAMI COUNTIES 


4. The split in the Allen County, Indiana congregation occurred in January, 1866 and Andrew 
Gerig and Joseph Gerig became Egly Amish; and Daniel Graber, John Graber, John Klopfenstein, 
and Michael Miller remained conservative and became Old Order Amish. The Amish Mennonite 
congregation had begun already in 1861. 
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Peru congregation (now Old Order Amish) 

John Schmucker (1816-1872) — 1862, 1865 

Christian Hershberger (1814-1882) — 1864 

Moses Hershberger (1823-ca. 1867) — 1865 
Howard-Miami congregation (now the Howard-Miami Mennonite Church, 

MC) 

Absalom Miller (1827-1898) — 1862, 1872 

Joseph Kennedy (1826-1908) — 1864 

Christian Schmucker (1805-1887) — 1865 

(John) Benjamin Schrock (1829-1878) — 1870 

Daniel C. Miller (1824-1902) — 1871 

Nobertus Sproal (1830-1901) — 1871, 1872, 1875, 1876 


LAGRANGE COUNTY 

Forks congregation’ (now the Forks Mennonite Church, MC) 
Emanuel Hostetler (1817-1897) — 1862, 1864 
Christian C. Miller (1818-1891) — 1862, 1864, 1866, 1869-1870, 1872 
Jonas D. Toyer (1811-1897) — 1862, 1864, 1866, 1867 
Christian S. Plank (1819-1887) — 1864, 1865, 1867, 1870, 1872 
John D. Schrock (1819-1910) — 1864 
Joseph J. Borntreger (1830-1921) — 1869, 1870-75 
Eli S. Miller (1821-1917) — 1872 

Lagrange district (now Old Order Amish) 
Joseph Miller (1808-1877) — 1862, 1864, 1865 
John C. Yoder (1821-1889) — 1862 
Joseph Borntreger (1811-1908) — 1864 
Tobias C. Yoder (1818-1875) — 1864, 1865 

Pretty Prairie congregation 
Christian Valentine Nafziger (1819-1892) — 1870 
Christian Warye (1832-1914) — 1872, 1873, 1876 
Jonas C. Yoder (1833-1914) — 1872 
Samuel S. Mast (1836-1904) — 1876 

Townline congregation (now the Townline Mennonite church, CMC) 
Joseph J. Borntreger (1830-1921) — 1876, 1878 
John M. Hostetler (1839-1914) — 1876 


MARSHALL COUNTY 

Bremen congregation (now Old Order Amish districts) 
David H. Hostetler (1816-1885) — 1862, 1864, 1865 
John C. Schlabach (1825-1915) — 1864, 1865 
Valentine Yoder (1809-1893) — 1864 

Locke congregation (formed 1854; closed 1871) 
Samuel Yoder (1826-1900) — 1862, 1864, 1865 
John Ringenberg (1827-1871) — 1864, 1865 


5. Jonas D. Troyer, Christian S. Plank, and Eli S. Miller were serving both the Clinton 
congregation and the Forks congregation in these years and are listed with both congregations. 
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Nappanee congregation (now the First Mennonite Church, Nappanee, 
Indiana, GC)? 
Jonathan P. Smucker (1838-1903) — 1878 


NOBLE COUNTY 
Haw Patch congregation (now the Maple Grove Community Church) 
Joseph Kauffman (1804-1868) — 1862 
Isaac Smoker (1810-1893) — 1862, 1864-1866, 1870, 1872 
David F. Hartzler (1816-1889) — 1863, 1864-1866, 1870-1873 
George Benjamin Boller (1828-1883) — 1864, 1866, 1868, 1870, 1872, 
1874 

Joseph Yoder (1822-1908) — 1864-1866, 1868 
David Morrell (1828-1904) — 1872 


STARKE COUNTY 
Eagle Lake congregation 
Jonas D. Troyer (1811-1897) — 1872 
Jonathan P. Smucker (1838-1903) — 1875 


IOWA 


DAVIS COUNTY 
Davis County congregation (now the Pulaski Mennonite Church, GC) 
Christian Kropf (1829-1905) — 1864 


HENRY COUNTY 
Trenton Township congregation (now the Sugar Creek Mennonite Church, 
MC) 
Joseph Goldsmith (1796-1876) — 1862, 1866 
Peter Tschantz (1831-1895) — 1866 
John von Gunden (1827-1906) — 1871, 1874, 1875, 1878 
Joseph Schlegel (1837-1913) — 1871, 1874, 1878 
Sebastian Gerig (1838-1924) — 1873, 1874 
Joseph K. Roth (ca. 1828-1882) — 1874 


JOHNSON COUNTY 
Sharon Township congregation’ (now Old Order Amish) 
Joseph N. Keim (1826-1872) — 1863 
Frederick Schwarzentruber (1825-1895) — 1864-1866 
Jacob Schwarzentruber (1801-1868) — 1864 


6. The Nappanee congregation was a reorganization in 1875 of the Locke congregation which 
had disintegrated after the death of John Ringenberg in 1871. Although the towns of Locke and 
Nappanee were and are located in Elkhart County, these congregations had their roots in the Old 
Order Amish Bremen district, which lay mostly in Marshall County. 


7. Father and son Jacob Schwarzentruber and Frederick Schwarzentruber were giving leadership 
in both the Sharon Township congregation and the Deer Creek district at this time. 
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Abner Yoder (1814-1883) — 1866 

Paul P. Hershberger (1840-1908) — 1870-1872, 1874 
Deer Creek district 

Frederick Schwarzentruber (1825-1895) — 1864-1866 

Jacob Schwarzentruber (1801-1868) — 1864 


WASHINGTON COUNTY 
Marion Township congregation (now the Eicher Emanuel Mennonite 
Church, GC) 
Benjamin Eicher (1832-1893) — 1865, 1866, 18748 


KANSAS 


MCPHERSON COUNTY 
Hoffnungsfeld congregation (now Hopefield Mennonite Church, GC) 
Jacob Stucky (1824-1893) — 1875 


MARYLAND 


ALLEGANY COUNTY 
Casselman River congregation (now Beachy Amish Mennonite and CMC) 
Jonas Beachy (1791-1878) — 1863 
Joel Beachy (1818-1894) — 1865 


BALTIMORE COUNTY 
Maryland congregation 
Solomon Yoder (1800-1880) — 1862, 1863, 1868 
Andrew W. Miller (1829-1917) — 1863 
Daniel Naffziger (1818-1883) — 1863 


MICHIGAN 


ST. JOSEPH COUNTY 
Barker Street congregation (now part of the Pleasant Oaks Mennonite 
Church, Middlebury, Indiana, GC) 
Joseph Kauffman (1804-1868) — 1864, 1866, 1867 
Joseph Yoder (1822-1908) — 1871-1873, 1875, 1876 


MISSOURI 


CASS COUNTY 
Clearfork congregation (now the Sycamore Grove Mennonite Church, MC) 
Jacob C. Kenagy (1821-1894) — 1874 


8. Although Benjamin Eicher was not listed in the register of ministers attending the 1874 
conference, his presence at part of the meeting has been documented in Melvin Gingerich, “Amish 
Ministers’ Meeting, 1874,” MHB 3 (Dec. 1942), 1, 4. 
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CEDAR COUNTY 
Cedar County congregation 
Jacob Yoder (1838-1914) — 1874 


NEBRASKA 


SEWARD COUNTY 
Fairview congregation (now East Fairview Mennonite Church, MC) 
Paul P. Hershberger (1840-1908) — 1878 


NEW YORK 


LEWIS COUNTY 
Lewis County congregation (now Croghan Mennonite Church, CMC) 
Peter Lehman (1828-1896) — 1867 
Andrew Zehr (1834-1905) — 1867 
John Moser (1813-1901) — 1875 


OHIO 


BUTLER COUNTY 
Augspurger congregation (now part of Trenton Mennonite Church, GC) 
Nicholas Augspurger (1811-1872) — 1862, 1866, 1867 
Joseph Meyer (1812-1886) — 1862, 1866-1868 
Joseph Augspurger (1806-1864) — 1863 
Joseph Augspurger, Sr. (1818-1887) — 1864 
Peter Imhoff (1819-1896) — 1865, 1867 


Hessian congregation (now part of the Trenton Mennonite Church, GC) 
Joseph Augspurger, Jr. (1816-1896) — 1862-1864, 1866 
Christian Holly (1820-1882) — 1862-1864 
Peter Kennel (1813-1896) — 1862 


CHAMPAIGN COUNTY 
South district (now Oak Grove Mennonite Church, MC) 
John P. King (1827-1887) — 1862, 1864, 1865 
John Warye (1824-1903) — 1862, 1864, 1866-1868 
Christian S. King (1830-1872) — 1863 
Samuel Headings (1826-1902) — 1869 


FAIRFIELD COUNTY 
Fairfield County congregation 
Jonathan D. Zook (1802-1882) — 1862 
Jonathan Zook (1809-1895),1862, 1864, 1867, 1868, 1870, 1873 
Solomon Stutzman (1820-1876) — 1865, 1867 
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FULTON COUNTY 

Fulton County congregation (now Central Mennonite Church, MC) 
Nicholas King (1814-1896) — 1862, 1864-1866, 1870-1874, 1876 
Peter Nafziger (1809-1877) — 1862, 1864-1866, 1870, 1871 
Christian Miller (ca. 1806-1878) — 1864, 1865 
Jacob F. Nafziger (1815-1882) — 1864, 1866, 1867, 1870, 1871, 1873, 

1876 

Jeptha Wyse (1839-1887) — 1869, 1870, 1872-1874, 1876 
John Wyse (1821-1884) — 1870, 1876 
Christian Stuckey (1841-1907) — 1872, 1874, 1876 
Christian Freyenberger (1841-1910) — 1876 

Rupp congregation (now the Evangelical Mennonite Church, Archbold) 
Jacob Rupp (ca. 1801-1875) — 1864, 1865 


HOLMES COUNTY 

Doughty Creek congregation (Old Order Amish) 
Daniel D. Miller ((1806-1865) — 1862, 1865 
Jeremiah Miller (1817-1890) — 1862, 1865 
Shem J. Miller (1820-1899) — 1862, 1865 
David A. Troyer (1827-1906) — 1862, 1865 

Holmes County congregation (Levi Miller district; now Old Order Amish) 
Levi Miller (1799-1884) — 1862, 1865 
Noah D. Miller (1810-1884) — 1862, 1865 
Moses Beachy (1819-1899) — 1865 

Martin’s Creek congregation (now the Martin’s Creek Mennonite Church, 

MC) 

Samuel Mast (1812-1883) — 1862, 1865, 1867, 1869 

Martin’s Creek district (Old Order Amish) 
Jacob Yoder (1818-1901) — 1865 

Middleton congregation (Old Order Amish) 
Moses H. Miller (1813-1880) — 1862, 1865 
Moses J. Miller (1817-1885) — 1862, 1865 
Solomon I. Miller (1816-1910) — 1865 

Sugar Creek congregation (now Old Order Amish) 
Peter Beachy (1823-1911) — 1862, 1865 
Jacob J. Miller (1817-1885) — 1865 
Moses B. Wengerd (1821-1879) — 1862, 1865 
David D. Troyer (1813-1879) — 1865 

Walnut Creek congregation (now the Walnut Creek Mennonite Church, MC) 
William Gerber (1809-1882) — 1862, 1865, 1869 
Abraham Mast (1820-1898) — 1862, 1863, 1865-1867, 1869-1871, 

1873 

Moses P. Miller (1802-1877) — 1862, 1864, 1868, 1869, 1873 
David Beachy (1823-1905) — 1863, 1865, 1869, 1872, 1873, 1876 
Eli S. Miller (1821-1917) — 1864, 1865, 1866, 1869, 1870 
Noah S. Mast (1829-1899) — 1865, 1866, 1869 
Paul P. Hershberger (1840-1908) — 1868 
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LOGAN COUNTY 

North district (now the South Union Mennonite Church, MC) 
Jacob C. Kenagy (1821-1894) — 1862, 1864 
John P. King (1827-1887) — 1866-1868, 1870, 1872-1876 
Moses Stutzman (1833-1908) — 1870, 1871, 1875, 1878 
Christian K. Yoder ((1829-1911) — 1872, 1873 

Walnut Grove congregation 
David Plank (1833-1911) — 1865, 1867, 1869 
Samuel Plank (1808-1878) — 1865, 1867, 1868 


STARK COUNTY 
Buchenland (Old Order Amish) 
Joseph Ramseyer (1814-1890) — 1862 
Buchenland congregation (now the Beech Mennonite Church, MC) 
David Maurer (1814-1896) — 1862, 1865, 1873 
Michael Schloneger (1822-1906) — 1864, 1865, 1867-1869, 1872, 
1873 
Joseph Becher (1835-1904) — 1865 
Summers congregation/Canton/Richville congregation 
Daniel Graber (1797-1874) — 1862, 1865 


WAYNE COUNTY 
Wayne County congregation (Old Order Amish) 
Christian Egly (1805-1889) — 1865 
Emanuel Hochstettler (1799-1886) — 1865 
Wooster congregation (now the Oak Grove Mennonite Church, MC/GC) 

Peter Blough (1804-1884) — 1862, 1864, 1865, 1869, 1870, 1873, 
1876 

Christian Brandt (1782-1866) — 1862, 1865 

Jacob King (1811-1891) — 1862, 1863, 1865, 1866, 1869, 1870, 1873, 
1876 

Christian Valentine Nafziger (1819-1892) — 1862 

Christian Schantz (1788-1879) — 1862, 1865 

Jonathan Smucker (1821-1888) — 1862, 1864, 1865, 1867-1869 1872, 
1873, 1876 

Jacob Troyer (1799-1876) — 1862, 1865, 1873 

Christian K. Yoder (1829-1911) — 1862, 1865, 1866, 1867, 1869 

John K. Yoder (1824-1906) — 1862-1870, 1872-1875, 1878 

Solomon P. Zook (1821-1872) — 1862-1865, 1867-1869 

John Smiley (1822-1879) — 1868-1870, 1873-1876, 1878 

Joseph Frey (1804-1877) — 1873 

David Z. Yoder (1849-1929) — 1873, 1876 


ONTARIO 


OXFORD COUNTY 
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East Zorra congregation (later Western Ontario Mennonite Conference) 
Daniel Schrag (1813-1891) — 1871 
Peter Zehr (1809-1898) — 1871 


WATERLOO COUNTY 
Welesley congregation (now Mapleview Mennonite Church, MC) 
John Janzi (1806-1881) — 1865 
Wilmot congregation (later Western Ontario Mennonite Conference) 
John Bender (1817-1874) — 1865 
John Gascho (1830-1909) — 1865 


PENNSYLVANIA 


JUNIATA COUNTY 
Tuscarora Valley congregation 
John Esch (1807-1879) — 1862-1866, 1868, 1870, 1872, 1873, 1876 
Jacob Riehl (1810-1881) — 1862-1864, 1868 


LANCASTER COUNTY 
Conestoga district’ (prior to the division in 1877, out of which came an Old 
Order Amish congregation and the present Conestoga Mennonite 
Church, MC) 
David Mast (1799-1869) — 1863, 1867 
John P. Mast (1826-1888) — 1863, 1868 
Moses Hartz (1819-1916) — 1868 
Christian Hertzler (1800-1878) — 1868 
Lower Mill Creek congregation (now Old Order Amish) 
John Stoltzfus (1810-1887) — 1868 
Lower Pequea congregation'” (prior to the division of 1876) 
John Stoltzfus (1805-1887) — 1862, 1863, 1867, 1868 
David F. Stoltzfus (1826-1896) — 1863 
Gideon Stoltzfus (1835-1913) — 1868 
Upper Pequea congregation (now Old Order Amish) 
Jacob Stoltzfus (1808-1892) — 1863 


LAWRENCE COUNTY 
Neshannock Falls congregation (now the Maple Grove Mennonite Church, 
MC) 
John C. Gnagy (1817-1889) — 1862, 1864 


9. During the congregational division of 1877 Moses Hartz went with the Old Order Amish and 
Christian Hertzler and John P. Mast went with the Amish Mennonites. 


10. Following the congregational division in 1876 in the Lower Pequea congregation, Gideon 
Stoltzfus went with the Amish Mennonites forming the Millwood congregation (also called the 


Pequea Valley congregation, now the Millwood Mennonite Church) and David F. Stoltzfus went 
with the Old Order Amish. 
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Shem King (1819-1876) — 1862, 1863, 1865, 1868, 1873, 1874 
Christian K. Zook (1813-1882) — 1863, 1868 
Jonathan Lantz (1820-1902) — 1864 


MIFFLIN COUNTY 
Middle district (now the Maple Grove Mennonite Church and Allensville 
Mennonite Church, MC) 
Solomon K. Beiler (1798-1888) — 1862, 1863 
Samuel Yoder (1824-1884) — 1862-1876, 1878 
Enoch Zook (1817-1888) — 1862-1869 
John Hartzler (1815-1888) — 1863, 1864, 1867, 1868, 1873 
John N. Yoder (1825-1906) — 1863, 1865, 1866, 1868, 1869, 1871, 
1872 
David J. Zook (1822-1895) — 1865, 1867, 1868, 1872, 1873, 1878 
Upper district (now Peachey or Renno Old Order Amish) 
Christian Detweiler (1819-1869) — 1863 
Abraham Z. Peachey (1799-1884) — 1863 
David J. Zook (1822-1895) — 1863 
Upper River district (now the Mattawana Mennonite Church, MC) 
Daniel Naffziger (1818-1883) — 1868, 1869 
Michael Yoder (1832-1923) — 1868, 1870 


SOMERSET COUNTY 


Conemaugh congregation 
Moses B. Miller (1819-1902) — 1862, 1863, 1865, 1868 
Tobias S. Yoder (1811-1878) — 1863 
Glades congregation 
Abner Yoder (1814-1883) — 1862, 1863, 1865) 
Joseph Schrock (1812-1879) — 1864 
Casselman River congregation (now Old Order Amish and Beachy Amish) 
Daniel Hershberger (1807-1885) — 1863, 1865 


UNION COUNTY 
Buffalo Valley congregation 
Elias Riehl (1818-1901) — 1862, 1863, 1865, 1867, 1868, 1870, 1872, 
1873 
Christian Stoltzfus (1803-1883) — 1862, 1863 
Christian King (1827-1912) — 1863 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


TURNER COUNTY 
Zion congregation (now the Salem-Zion Mennonite Church, GC) 


John Schrag (1813-1898) — 1875, 1876, 1878 
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APPENDIX II 
HYMNS SUNG AT THE MINISTERS’ MEETINGS 


The first session of the first ministers’ meeting on June 9, 1862 began with 
singing and the last session of the last ministers’ meeting June 12, 1878 closed 
with prayer and singing. Throughout the conferences many sessions began or 
ended with singing. Occasionally hymns would be sung by the assembled 
delegates and laity while committees were deliberating on a question. 

The Proceedings of 1873, 1875, and 1876 name the hymns sung at those 
sessions. Clearly the hymnal Ein Unpartheyisches Lieder-Sammlung (Lancaster, 
Pa.: Johan Bär’s Sohnen, 1860) was used in these conferences. This hymnal 
was compiled by Shem Zook (1798-1880) as a condensation of Ein 
Unpartheyisches Gesangbuch (first published by the Lancaster Mennonite 
Conference in 1804) which in turn borrowed heavily from the Ausbund. 

The hymns which are identified by name or page number in the Proceedings 
are listed in the following table. The editions of 1860, 1864, 1867, and 1870 
had identical page numbers. 


Year Page Number Title 


1873 [298] Werde munter, mein Gemute 
[173] Nun Gott Lob! es ist vollbracht 


1875 15 Sei Lob und Ehr den hochsten Gut 
172 Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier 
139 Herr Jesus Christ dich zu uns wend 


131 [Ach bleib bei uns, Herr Jesu Christ] 
192 Denket doch, ihr Menschenkinder 


203 Mensch! sag an, was ist dein Lebens? 
120 Jesu, Jesu, Brunn des Lebens 
158 Es sind zween Weg in dieser Zeit 


152 Gott Vater, dir sei Lob und Dank 

131 Ach bleib bei uns, Herr Jesu Christ 

46 Wach auf, wach auf, O Menschenkind 
on Lebt Friedsam, sprach Christus der Herr 


1876 177 Sieh! wie lieblich und wie sein 
139 Herr Jesus Christ dich zu uns wend 
239 Die Glocke schlagt und zeigt damit 


Part IV: Appendices 401 


242 Wohl dem Menschen der nicht wandelt 
323 Jesu, baue deinen Leib 
303 Ach Bruder! fahret fort mit Wachen 
Be, Sei Lob und Ehr dem hochsten Gut 
139 Herr Jesus Christ dich zu uns wend 
95 Lebt Friedsam, sprach Christus der Herr 


Sources: Paton Yoder, Goshen, Ind., letter to Martin E. Ressler (June 11, 
1983); Martin E. Ressler, Quarryville, Pa., letter to Paton Yoder (August, 1983); 
“Unpartheiische Liedersammlung, Ein,” by H[arold] S. Blender], ME 4:783; 
“Hymnology,” by H[arold] S. B[ender], ME 2:880; C. Z. Mast and Robert E. 
Simpson, Annals of the Conestoga Valley (Elverson, Pa.: by the authors, 1942), 
87. 


APPENDIX III 


MEETINGS OF AMISH MINISTERS IN NORTH AMERICA 
PRIOR TO 1862 


October 17, 1809: Meeting of the Amish ministers of “the upper and lower 
district,” probably referring to the church districts in Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, at which nine “articles of agreement” and a conclusion were 
drawn up. Identified in Early Disciplines, 91-93; John Umble, “Facsimile of 
the Minutes of the Amish Conference of 1809, Probably held in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania,” MOR 20 (July 1946), 241, 243; and mentioned by 
David Beiler in “Memoirs of an Amish Bishop,” John Umble, trans. and ed., 
MOR 22 (April 1948), 103. 


1826: Gathering in Pennsylvania of approximately 20 ministers to consider 
whether a Mennonite could be received into the Amish Church without 
rebaptism. However, because certain ministers were not present the subject was 
not taken up. Identified in Harvey J. Miller, “Proceedings of Amish Ministers 
Conference 1826-31,” MOR 33 (April 1959), 135. 


Spring 1827: Meeting in Ohio to discuss the same issue. Identified in Miller, 
Ibid., 135-136. 


October 3, 1830: Meeting of between 30 and 35 ministers gathered at the 
Glades, Somerset County, Pennsylvania, which discussed the reception of 
Mennonites into the Amish church without rebaptism. Identified in Miller, 
Ibid., 136-139. 
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May 25, 1831: Meeting in Wayne County, Ohio, of the ministers of Wayne, 
Holmes, and Stark counties, Ohio, and of Somerset County, Pennsylvania, 
concerning the same issue. Identified in Miller, Ibid., 140-141. 


March 18, 1837: Meeting of 13 ministers from the three congregations in 
Somerset County, Pennsylvania, which drew up twelve articles of discipline. 
Identified in Early Disciplines, 93-95. 


1846: Meeting in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, with ministers from 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in which Samuel B. King (1798-1876) was 
suspended from the ministry. Identified in John A. Hostetler, “Memoirs of 
Shem Zook (1798-1880): A Biography,” MOR 38 (July 1964), 291. 


1849: Meeting in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania of ministers from Holmes 
County, Ohio; Grantsville, Maryland; and Somerset County, Pennsylvania with 
the congregation which upheld Samuel B. King’s suspension from the ministry. 
Identified in Hostetler, Ibid., 291. 


August 27, 1849: A meeting of ministers at Berlin, Ohio discussed stream 
baptism. Identified in Melvin Gingerich, “A List of Amish Ministers in 1849,” 
MHB 26 (July 1965), 7; original sheet in Samuel Mast Collection, AMC. 


May 1851: Meeting in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, of ministers from 
Lancaster, Somerset and Mifflin counties, Pennsylvania, and Holmes County, 
Ohio, to discuss stream baptism. Identified in Hostetler, “Memoirs,” 291. The 
written report of this group was dated June 7, 1853.—Stoltzfus Documents 
(Doc. 5), 37-38. 


October 13, 1851: Meeting of eleven ministers in Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, who discussed stream baptism. Identified in Ibid., 35-37. 


January 1, 1854: Meeting planned in Stark County, Ohio to be attended by 
ministers from Stark and Holmes counties, Ohio, to deal with Frederich Wenger 
(1805-1873) and his son Joseph (1829-1862), who were excommunicated from 
the Wooster congregation in Wayne County, Ohio on 7 October 1853. 
Identified in Johannes Zehr (1805-1892) and others, Canton, Stark County, 
Ohio, letter to Frederich Hagy and others (Dec. 19, 1853), in the Samuel Mast 
Collection, AMC; “Letter Notifying Two Members of Their 
Excommunication,” MHB 26 (July 1966), 5. 


1854: Meeting of ministers in Illinois to discuss the ordination of John 
Michael Kistler (1808-1876) as a bishop when he went from Illinois to Butler 
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County, Ohio in 1854 to be ordained by John Miller (1783-1859). Identified in 
“Kistner [sic],” Edwin O. Ropp Papers, IMA. 


February 1855: Meeting of four ministers from Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, with the ministers and congregations of Mifflin County, 
Pennsylvania, concerning stream baptism. Identified in Hostetler, “Memoirs,” 
291; 


May 6, 1855: Meeting planned in Stark County, Ohio, of ministers from 
Stark and Holmes counties “about matters in our [Stark County] congregation.” 
Identified in Johannes Zehr (1805-1892) and others, Canton, Stark County, 
Ohio, letter to Frederich Hagy and others (April 11, 1855), in Samuel Mast 
Collection, AMC. 


April 2, 1857: Meeting planned in Holmes County, Ohio for ministers from 
Stark, Holmes, and Wayne counties, Ohio concerning Jacob Yoder (ca. 1821- 
1878), elder in the Wayne County congregation. Identified in a letter (March 
15, 1857), concerning Minister Christian Graber (1803-1865), John K. Yoder 
Collection, AMC, cited in Creative Congregationalism, 46-47. 


November 1857: Meeting in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, of ministers 
from Holmes County, Ohio and Somerset County, Pennsylvania to discuss 
stream baptism with the congregations there. Identified in Hostetler, 
“Memoirs,” 293. 


November, 1857: Meeting of two ministers from Holmes County, Ohio, 
and six ministers from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, with the Buffalo Valley 
congregation, Union County, Pennsylvania to discuss the marriage of relatives. 
Identified in Hostetler, “Memoirs,” 293. 


1860/61: Meeting of Holmes County, Ohio, ministers and “several old 
brethren,” in which a division occurred among the Holmes County 
congregations. Identified in David A. Treyer [Troyer], Ein unparteiischer 
Bericht von den Hauptumständen welche sich ereigneten in den sogenannten 
Alt-Amischen Gemeinden in Ohio, vom Jahr 1850 bis ungefahr 1861, wodurch 
endlich eine volkommene Spaltung entstand (August 9, 1898), 4. 


1861: Meeting of ministers from Union and Juniata counties, Pennsylvania, 
with ministers in Mifflin County, concerning dress and fashion. Identified in 
Stoltzfus Documents (Doc. 18), 70. 


November 1861: Meeting of ministers from Mifflin and Juniata counties, 
Pennsylvania in Butler County, Ohio “to smooth out some church matters.” 
Identified in Stoltzfus Documents (Doc. 20), 73-74. 
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APPENDIX IV 
MEETINGS OF AMISH MINISTERS IN EUROPE PRIOR TO 1867 


January 21,1711: Nine Amish ministers met with six Mennonite ministers 
at Heidelsheim, the Alsace, asking for reconciliation. Identified in John D. 
Roth, trans. and ed., Letters of the Amish Division: A Sourcebook (Goshen, Ind.: 
Mennonite Historical Society, 1993), 113-114. 


April 28, 1752: Preachers and elders “gathered from many lands and towns” 
met at Steinseltz, the Alsace and agreed on five articles. Identified in “Alsace,” 
by E[rnest] H. C[orrell], ME 1:71-72. 


May 1, 1759: Twenty-six ministers from twelve congregations gathered at 
Essingen, the Palatinate and reaffirmed the 1752 Ordnungsbrief. Identified in 
“Essingen,” ME 2:250; and Paul Schowalter, “Die Essinger Konfernezen 1759 
und 1779,” Mennonitische Geschichtsblätter 3 (Dec. 1938), 51-52. 


“Wintermonat” [November ?] 21, 1779: Thirty-nine ministers from 19 
congregations met at Essingen, the Palatinate and agreed on 16 articles. 
Identified in “Alsace,” ME 1:72. 


14 December [“month of Christ”], 1781: Eight ministers gathered at 
Essingen and agreed to the discipline that Hans Nafziger (ca. 1712-ca. 1791) 
wrote on 26 March 1781 and sent to the Netherlands. Identified in Ernst 
Correll, “The Value of Family History for Mennonite History,” MOR 2 (July 
1928), 201-203; and “An Amish Church Discipline of 1781,” MOR 4 (April 
1930), 140-148. 


September 6, 1796: Preachers and elders met at Entenfang near Strasbourg 
concerning marriage outside of the congregation. Identified in “Alsace,” ME 
72. 


December 11, 1796: The elders and ministers of the congregations in 
Waldeck and Hesse met at the Mittelhof in Niederhessen and agreed to publish 
the Elbing Catechism (1797 edition) for use in their congregations. Identified in 
“Waldeck,” by H[arold] S. B[ender], ME 4:873-874. 


August 24, 1806: Ministers from Montbéliard and upper Alsace met at the 
home of Hans Steiner in the woods of Florimont to discuss military 
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conscription. Identified in Jean Seguy, Les Assemblees Anabaptistes- 
Mennonites de France (Paris: Mouton le Co. and Eccole des Mautes Etudes en 
Sciences Sociales, 1977), 429. 


June 19, 1808: Twenty-two ministers from nine congregations met on the 
Bildhauserhof below Schlettstadt to discuss military conscription. Identified in 
“Alsace, ME 1:72. 


January 8, 1809: Ministers of the congregations in Lorraine met at Sarrack 
near Sarreburg and set aside 29 January 1809 as a day of prayer and fasting for 
the success of the mission to Paris to present a petition to the government 
concerning military conscription. Identified in Seguy, Les Assemblees, 367- 
368. 


April 22, 1811/April 28, 1811: A meeting held at Winting to discuss 
military conscription and to call a meeting of representatives from all the 
congregations in France. Identified in “Alsace,” ME 1:73. 


June 2, 1811: Fifteen ministers from six departments met at Bildhausen to 
discuss military conscription and sign a second petition to the French 
government. Identified in “Alsace,” ME 1:73; and Seguy, Les Assemblees, 367- 
368. 


September 12, 1843: Sixteen ministers gathered at the Offweilerhof to 
“settle and end the well-known dispute” in the Zweibriicken congregations 
between Josef Stalter (1786-1853) and Josef Hauter (b. 1796). Identified in 
Amish Mennonites in Germany, 298, 300. 
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Subject Index 


Adultery: 189 

Alcohol, sale of: 76, 170-71 
American Tract Society: 140 
Amish Mennonites: 122 

Amish, descriptions of: 295-299 
Amman, Jacob: 22, 279 


Amusements, worldly: see Entertainment, 
worldly 

Apostles’ Creed: 272 

Apostolic Christian Church: 239 

Ban/Shunning: 13-15, 28-29, 32-34, 48-49, 
53-54, 64, 65, 77, 85, 95-96, 119, 122, 
150, 151, 154, 188-189, 220, 242, 246, 
281 

Baptism: 6, 8-9, 11-12, 28, 33, 92, 101-106, 
119-120, 127, 264, 273; Age of, 28, 29, 
239, 264; Mode of, 33, 46, 105, 240, 242 

Beards: 258 


Bishop, office of: 10, 15-16, 45, 54, 189, 
217, 224-25, 243 


Breeding of animals: 259 

Bundling: 64, 254, 281 

Bunyan, John: 121 

Church letters: 15, 83, 148, 171 

Church polity: 9, 231, 297-98, 300-03 

Circus: see Entertainment, worldly 

Cologne, Concept of (1591): 123 

Communion: see Lord’s Supper 

Courts, Use of: 74, 92-94 

Deacon, office: 8, 10-12, 30, 44-49, 54, 57, 
152, 154 

Debts: 281 

Defections: see Membership, losses of 

Discipline: 8, 94, 128, 240, 274, 281; see 
also Ban/Shunning 

Divisions: 19, 32-34, 44, 73, 83-85, 189, 
279-80; see also Unity 

Divorce: 83, 119-20, 126 


Dordrecht Confession (1632): 8, 22, 33, 
105-07, 123-24, 148, 252, 261 


407 


Dress: 18, 35, 62-63, 75, 94, 122, 148, 157- 
58, 241, 246, 254, 258, 282 
Drunkenness: 160, 252-53, 256 


Economic Matters: see Debts, Government 
Bonds, Insurance, Interest on Loans, 
Lottery, Merchandising, Military 
Pensions, Occupations, Patents, 
Stockholding 


Education: 246 

Entertainment, worldly: 17, 34, 121, 198; 
circuses, 97; fairs, 121, 126-27, 282; 
fortune tellers, 91 

Ernsthafte Christenpflicht: 106 

Evening church services: 151 


Fairs: 121, 126-27, 282, see also Worldly 
Amusements 


Footwashing: 273 

Fortune tellers: see Entertainment, worldly 
Government Bonds: 217-18 

Government: 92-93, 97, 221, 243, 249 
Grange membership: 202 


Hell: 118-119, 126, 155-56; see also Last 
Judgement 


Holy Kiss: 85 

Humility: 35 

Insurance: 6, 249 

Interest on loans: 197, 201, 216-17, 282 

Kiss of Peace; 295, 298 

Last Judgement: 135, 178, 204; see also 
Hell 

Lawsuits: see Courts, use of 

Lightning Rods: 6, 34, 249 

Lord’s Supper: 48, 62, 110-11, 154-55, 157- 
52,169. 273 

Lottery: 6 

Marriage: 54-56, 83-84, 111, 119-21, 127, 
243, 255; Outside the Denomination, 30, 
32, 51-52, 113, 282; To Relatives, 8, 18, 
243, 248, 253 

Martyrs’ Mirror: xvii, 32-33, 103-04, 252, 
257, 263 
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Meetinghouses: 31-32 

Membership, losses of: 28, 32, 37-38, 45, 
47, 51-53, 117, 121, 125-26 

Menno Simons: 22-24, 272- 276 

Mennonites: 263, 266-67 

Merchandising: 198-99, 241, 258 

Military Service: 36-37, 92, 243, 251, 256, 
259; Buying of Substitutes, 251-53; 
Pensions, 91-92. see also Nonresistance 

Ministers: 64, 74, 77, 97, 117-18, 122, 126- 
28, 151-53, 161, 188, 205, 242, 272; 
Refusing Office, 74, 117, 117-18, 126 

Minister’s Meetings: Origins, xv-xvil; 
Organizational Procedures, 4, 26, 43, 
45, 54, 62, 71-72, 82-83, 90, 96, 109, 
115-118, 151-52, 168-69, 186-87, 196, 
215-16, 230, 277, 280, 300-303 

Monuments to Soldiers: 84-85 

Miinster: 23-24 

Murder: 120, 127 


Musical instruments: 10, 16-18, 34-35, 38, 
201, 241 


Nonresistance: 92, 95, 256, 259, 274 
Oaths: 273 

Occupations, approved: 94-96 
Offenthal Conference (1867): 271-276 


Parental Duties: 77, 139, 142, 179-182, 199, 
204, 206-07, 222, 225, 234, 255; see 
also Young People 


Patents: 202 
Photographs: 6, 34, 37, 218-19, 220, 258 
Pianos: see Musical Instruments 


Political Officeholding: 36-37, 53, 259, 281; 
see also Voting 


Political Rallies: 97 

Prayer Veiling: 173 

Quakers: 294 

Resurrection: 159 

Secret Societies: 53 

Shunning: see Ban/Shunning 

Singing: 259; at funerals, 200-01 

Strasbourg Discipline (1568/1607): 253-54 

Stockholding: 197-98 

Sunday School: 246 

Tobacco: 282 

Unity: 7, 9, 44, 98-99,106-07, 120, 125, 179, 
190, 265-268, 274; see also Divisions 

Universalism (doctrine): 155-56, 175, 188, 
261, 282-88 

Voting: 51, 97, 249, 281; see also Political 
Officeholding 

Waldensians: 22-23 

Witnesses, testimony: 118, 126 


Young people: 76, 91, 134, 139, 155, 159, 
179-182, 205, 209, 222, 226, 256; see 
also Parental Duties 





INDEX OF NAMES 


NOTE: The names in all capital letters refer to people who attended the Amish 
Ministers’ Meetings. The dates of their attendance are also listed for easy 
reference. Fuller biographical information about these persons can be found at 
the page number listed in bold typeface. The index does not include names 


cited in the footnotes. 


Abersol/Ebersol, Anna (1792-1845): 362 
Ackerman, Katherine (d. 1842): 307 
Aeschliman, Magdalena (d. 1807): 337 
Albrecht, Christian (1779-1843): 307 
Albrecht, Jacob (1805-1878): 307 


ALBRECHT, JOHN (1833-1900) — 1866, 
1871, 1872: 307 


ALBRECHT, JOSEPH (1817-1895) — 1866, 
1871: 307 


AUGSBURGER, NOAH (1819-1903) — 
1866, 1871, 1875, 1876: 138, 218, 307 


Augsburger, Noe: 307 

Augspurger, Catherine (1821-1901): 333 

Augspurger, Christian (1782-1848): 308 

Augspurger, Elizabeth (1817-1858): 308 

Augspurger, Jacob (1786-1846): 308-09, 
319, 333, 341, 370 

Augspurger, Joseph (1786-1869): 308 

AUGSPURGER, JOSEPH (1806-1864) — 
1863: 31, 37, 308 

AUGSPURGER, JOSEPH, JR. (1816-1896) 
— 1862-1864, 1866: 10, 15-18, 27, 36, 
38, 48, 52-53, 308 

AUGSPURGER, JOSEPH, SR. (1818-1887) 
— 1864: 53, 247, 308 

Augspurger, Mary (b. 1815): 341 

AUGSPURGER, NICHOLAS (1811-1872) 
— 1862, 1866, 1867: 4, 72, 74, 83, 85, 
309 


AUGSTEIN, VALENTINE (1821-1872) — 
1866, 1870, 1871: 309 


Bacher, Magdalena (ca. 1779-1840): 321 

Bachman, Andrew (1796-1864): 310 

BACHMAN, JOHN (1818-1888) — 1871, 
1875, 1878: 310 

BACHMAN, JOSEPH (1826-1897) — 1866, 
1875, 1878: 197, 310 
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Bachman, Veronica (1822-1892): 366 


BAECHLER, ANDREW (1796-1874) — 
1864: 310, 358 


Baechler, Mary (1830- 1925): 358 
Baechler, Peter: 310 


BAECHLER, SIMON (1834-1921) — 1871, 
1872: 310 


Baechler, Simon (1834-1921): 310 
Baechler, Simon: 358 
Barbara, Anna Fischer: 319 


Barnhardt, Elizabeth (11 July 1811-8 June 
1893): 337 


Barnhardt, Fannie (1824-1895): 333 
Barnhardt, John (ca. 1760/70-1846): 337 
Barnhardt, Magdalena (d. ca. 1835): 383 
Beachy, Anna (1776-1867): 329 
Beachy, Anna (1822-1903): 339 
Beachy, Barbara (1782-1835): 329, 346 
Beachy, Catherine (1778-1834): 346 


BEACHY, DAVID (1823-1905) — 1863, 
1865, 1869, 1872, 1873, 1876: 152, 
217, 220, 224, 311 


Beachy, Elizabeth (1825-1918): 372 
BEACHY, JOEL (1816-1894) — 1865: 311 


BEACHY, JONAS (1791-1878) — 1863: 27, 
32, :37j270, 352 


Beachy, Moses (1790-1840): 311, 314, 339, 
372 


BEACHY, MOSES, JR. (1819-1899) — 
1865:,259;312 


BEACHY, PETER “PETE” (1823-1911) - 
1862, 1865: 312 


Beachy, Peter (ca. 1781-1869): 311 
Beachy, Peter (ca.1753-1832): 314 
Becher, Andrew (d. 1845): 314 
Becher, Barbara: 314 


BECHER, JOSEPH (1835-1904) — 1865: 
312 
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Beck, Barbara (1796-1865): 338 

Behr, Elizabeth (1792-1854): 310 

Beiler, Christian (1752-1804): 315 

Beiler, David: xv, 245 

Beiler, Elizabeth (1830-1912): 381 

Beiler, Hans (1764-1842): 352 

Beiler, Jacob (1779-1849): 368 

BEILER, SOLOMON K. (1798-1888) — 
1862, 1863: xvi-xvii, 10-16, 19, 26, 28- 
31, 36, 38, 47-49, 245, 313, 352, 381 

Bellsley, Anne (1785-1853): 362 


BELSLEY, JOSEPH “BLACK JOE” (1812- 
1879) — 1866, 1867: 313 


Belsley, Katherine: 356 

Belsley, Michael (ca. 1776-ca 1848/58): 315 
Bender, Catherine (1792-1842): 376 
Bender, Catherine: 376 

Bender, Jacob (1791-1843): 315 

BENDER, JOHN (1817-1874) — 1865: 315 
Bender, Katherine (1792-1842): 340 
Berkey, Susanna (b. ca. 1790): 322 
Birkelbach, Hans (d. 1841): 361 

Birkey, Catherine (1834-1874): 368, 380 
Birkey, Christian (1788-1866): 368 

Birkey, Christian (1810-1885): 314 

Birkey, Christian (d. 1840): 314 

Birkey, Joseph (1816-1902): 322 


BIRKEY, JOSEPH, “BIG JOSEPH,” 
“BLACK JOSEPH” (1828-1906) — 
1878: 232-33, 313 


Birkey, Valentine (1817-1856): 356 


BIRKY, “BIG ANDREW,” “BLACK 
ANDREW” (1816-1892) — 1866, 1867, 
1871-1873, 1878: 314 


Birky, Christian (d. 1840): 314, 316 
Birky, Elizabeth (1826-1866): 314 


BIRKY, JOHN, “BIG JOHN,” “BLACK 
JOHN” (1815-1896) — 1864, 1866, 
1867, 1870-1876, 1878: 289-90, 314 


Birky, Valentine (1794-1860): 316 
Birky, Valentine (1794-1866): 314 
Blank, Anna (1782-1856): 370 
Blank, Barbara (1776-1847): 330 
Blank, John (1774-1825): 334 
Blank, John: 340 

Blank, Mary (1780-1848): 368, 369 


Blank, Rachel (1802-1873): 340, 369 
Blauman, Sarah: 314 


Blocher, Barbara (1792-1836): 311, 324, 
329 


Blough, David (1777-1846): 314 
Blough, David (1826-1911): 350 

Blough, Elizabeth (1799-1868): 332 
Blough, Magdalena (1775-ca. 1852): 364 


BLOUGH, PETER (1804-1884) — 1862, 
1864, 1865, 1869, 1870, 1873, 1876: 
49, 118, 120, 314 


Blough, Sarah (1802-1880): 386 


BOLLER, GEORGE BENJAMIN (1828- 
1883) — 1864, 1866, 1868, 1870, 1872, 
1874: 71, 95-6, 115, 152, 165, 186, 315 


Boller, George: 315 

Bontrager, Barbara (b. 1783): 345 
Borkholder, John (1815-1893): 329 
Borntreger, Barbara (1819-1902): 382 
Borntreger, John (1781-1856): 315, 382 
Borntreger, John (1805-1891): 315 


BORNTREGER, JOSEPH “SEP” (1811- 
1908) — 1864: 52, 315 


BORNTREGER, JOSEPH J. (1830-1921) — 
1869-1876, 1878: 137, 139, 188, 199, 
217, 315 


Borntreger, Margaret (1790-1850): 363, 
364, 382 


Braechbiel, Magdaline 310 
Brand, Jacob: 316 
Brandt, Catherine (1807-1892): 370, 376 


BRANDT, CHRISTIAN (1782-1866) — 
1862, 1865: xv, 316 


Brechbiel, Susana (1763/5-1848): 348 


BRENNEMAN, DANIEL (1804-1884) — 
1866: 316 


Brenneman, John M. (1816-1895): 78, 264 
Brenneman, Maria (1812-1878): 348 
Brenneman, Peter (b. 1780): 348 
Brennemann, Elizabeth (1775-1851): 349 
Brennemann, Jacob (1764-1848): 316 
Brennemann, Magdalena (1798-1877): 315 
Brunner, Barbara (1769-1852): 319 
Burcky, Andrew (1809-1891): 316 


BURCKY, JOSEPH “JOE” (1836-1920) 
1866-1874, 1878: 81, 109-10, 115, 118, 
134, 139, 147-49, 167, 185, 189, 195, 
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200, 230, 291, 295, 316, 376 
Burgelbaugh, Catharine (1830-1905): 361 
Burkey, Christian (1819-1890): 351 
Burkey, Joseph (1816-1902): 354 
Burkey, Magdalena (1853-1924): 354 
Burkey, Mary (1833-1908): 316 
Burkey, Mary (1839-1929): 351 
Burkey, Mary (1850- 1938): 322 
Burkey, Veronica (1797-1855): 350-51 
Biirki, Elizabeth (1802-1892): 307 
Burki, Katharina (1764-1829): 372 
Byler, David (ca. 1794-1871): 372 
Byler, Elizabeth (1792-1884): 328, 385 
Byler, Elizabeth (1820-1896): 336 
Byler, Jacob (1776-1845): 340 
Byler, John L. (1827-1866): 384 
Byler, Lydia (1820-1896): 368 
Byler, Lydia (1821-1891): 372 
Byler, Sarah (1795-1862): 379 
Byler, Veronica (1801-1855): 340 
Cender, Catherine (1833-1894): 359 
Cender, Christian (1786-1861): 359 
Christner, Anna: 327 
Christner, Elizabeth (1839- 1913): 357 
Christner, Fanny: 357 
Christner, Peter (1799-1880): 357 
Coblentz, Jacob (1806-1864): 375 
Conrad, Barbara (1788-1876): 341, 360 
Conrad, Daniel J. (1798-1882): 365 
Conrad, Jacob: 325 
Conrad, Johannes: 185 
Conrad, Margarette (1786-1856/7): 319 
Conrad, Martin: 325 
Conrad, Mary (1825-1912): 365, 377 
Detweiler, Anna (b. 1800): 328 
Detweiler, Barbara (1813-1874): 319, 371 
Detweiler, C.F. (1845-1889): 82, 91 
Detweiler, Christian (1761-1831): 319 


DETWEILER, CHRISTIAN (1819-1869) — 
1863: 317 


Detweiler, Elizabeth (1788-1867): 385 
Detweiler, Jacob (1790-1868): 317 
Detweiler, John (1838-1914): 344 
Detweiler, John: 344 

Detweiler, Jonathan (1817-1879): 336 


Detweiler, Nancy A. (1844-1913): 336 
Dunn, Catherine (1811-1890): 347 

Dunn, Jesse: 347 

Eash, Catherine (1799-1889): 314, 334, 344 
Eash, Fanny (1798-1869): 340 

Eash, Jacobina (d. ca. 1817): 379 

Eash, Magdalena (1806-1884): 331, 344 
Ebersol, Mary (1792-1881): 349 

Ebersole, Magdalena: 320 

Eckhardt, Magdalena (ca. 1790-1852): 307 
Egle, Abraham (1797-1872): 318 


EGLE, CHRISTIAN (1822-1892) — 1878: 
317 


Egle, Heinrich (1786-1841): 317 
Egli, Elisabeth (d. 1824): 319 
Egli, Jacob: 317 


EGLI, JOHN (1821-1907) — 1871, 1872, 
1875, 1878: 135, 198, 317 


EGLY, CHRISTIAN (1805-1889) — 1865: 
150, 318 


EGLY, HENRY (1824-1890) — 1865: 247- 
250, 262-64, 318 


Egly, Henry: 319 
Ehresman, Barbara (1846-1937): 333 


Ehresman, Christian (1799/1800-1874): 333, 
383 


Ehresman, Elizabeth (1830-1902): 383 
Ehresmann, Christian (1778/9-1837): 319 
Ehresmann, Johannes: 319 


EHRISMAN, (JOHANN) JACOB (1806- 
1894) — 1865, 1866: 72, 319 


Ehrisman, Barbara (1797-1861): 348 
Ehrisman, Jakobine (b. 1780): 317 
Ehrisman, Katherine (1807-1868): 319 


EICHER, BENJAMIN (1832-1893) — 1865, 
1866, 1874: 71, 75, 292-98, 319 


Eicher, Hans (1781-1858): 319 
Eicher, Jacob C. (1809-1849): 353 
Eigsti, Barbara (1827-1911): 322, 354 
Eigsti, Daniel (1861-1936): 380 
Eiman, Elizabeth (1786-1834): 356 
Engel, Barbara (1821-1880): 315 
Engel, Catherine (1820-1896): 359 
Engel, Catherine (1842-1927): 371 


Engel, Christian (ca. 1764-1838): 315, 319, 
349 
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Engel, Elizabeth (1781-1842): 307 

Engel, John (1788-1871): 359 

ENGEL, JOHN (1801-1888) — 1871: 319 
Engel, John (1801-1888): 371 

Engel, Joseph (1790-1852): 315 

Erb, Barbara (1831-1876): 322 

Erb, Barbara (1835-1932): 322 

Erb, Christian (1792-1875): 322 

Erb, John (1796-1865): 322 

Erb, Lena: 315 

Erb, Magdalena (1807-1892): 316 
Erismann, Magdalena (ca. 1812-1879): 355 


Ernst, Catherine (ca. 1790-between 1850 
and 1860): 360 


Esch, Christian (1788-1824): 320 


ESCH, CHRISTIAN (1818/19-1882) — 
1875, 1878: 2025320 


Esch, Christian (ca. 1778-1830): 320 
Esch, Jacob (ca. 1769-1850): 332 


ESCH, JOHN (1807-1879) — 1862, 1863- 
1866, 1868, 1870, 1872, 1873, 1876: 
xvi-xvil, 4, 9, 15, 30, 47, 52-53, 72, 77, 
118-20, 153, 155, 166, 170,215,217; 
247, 320, 355 


Esch, Magdalena (1806-1884): 332 
Eshleman, Catherine (1823-1891): 366 
Eyer, Barbara (1808-1894): 316 

Eyer, Elisabeth (b. 1757): 359 

Eyer, Elisabeth: 354 

Eyer, Elizabeth: 307 

Eyer, Magdalena (b. 1737): 344 

Eyer, Magdalena (b. 1787): 323 

Eymann, Magdalena (1789-1873): 359, 362 
Farmwald, Barbara (1796-1868): 343 


FARNI, CHRISTIAN (1800-1882) — 1864: 
78, 320 


Farni, Joseph (1748-1800): 320 

Farni, Joseph (1795-1873): 348 

Farny, Anna (1771-1816): 333 

Farny, Magdalena (b. ca. 1783): 383 
Feitz, Magdalena: 338 

Figy, Catharine (1832-1866): 374 

Fisher, Anna (1793-1870): 368 

Fisher, Barbara (1779-1869): 369 

Fisher, Jacobina: 349 

Fisher, Magdalena (1780-1850): 355, 368 


Fordemwald, Catherine (1809-1886): 330 
Fordemwald, John (1782-1856): 338 
Fordemwald, John (1792-1856): 330 
Frei, Magdalena (1789-1864): 359 

Frey, Catherine (1835-1911): 321 

Frey, Jacob (1800-1862): 321 

Frey, John (1801-1878): 343 

FREY, JOSEPH (1804-1877) — 1873: 321 
Frey, Joseph (1847-1917): 321 

Frey, Joseph (b. 1760): 321 

Frey, Magdalena (1832-1908): 343 

Frey, Mary (1779-1860): 325-26, 346 


FREYENBERGER, CHRISTIAN (1841- 
1910) — 1876: 220-21, 321 


Freyenberger, Joseph (b. 1807): 321 
Funk, John F. (1835-1930): 341 
Garber, Anna (1827-1898): 320 


GARBER, CHRISTIAN (1814-1877) — 
1866, 1871: 321 


Garber, Magdalena (1824-1912): 314 
Garber, Peter (1794-1857): 320 
Gascho, Anna (1839-1873): 309 
Gascho, Christian (1797-1870): 322 
Gascho, John (1808-1870): 307, 322 


GASCHO, JOHN (1830-1909) — 1865: 35, 
322 


Gascho, Joseph (1792-1882): 317 


GASCHO, JOSEPH (1841-1902) — 1872, 
1873-1875: 189-90, 197, 203, 291, 322 


Gascho, Magdalena (1826-1902): 317 
Gasser, Anna (1810-1889): 367 
Gautsche, Christian (b. ca. 1782): 309 
Gautsche, Magdalena (b. ca. 1814): 309 
Gebhart, Margaretha Hartz: 327 
Gerber, Abraham (1769-1840): 322 
Gerber, Anna (1795-1858): 363 
Gerber, Anna (1809-1885): 326 
Gerber, Elizabeth (1806-1890): 333 
Gerber, Jean: 333 

Gerber, Joseph (1824-1848): 342 
Gerber, Madeleine: 326 


Gerber, Magdalena (1794-by 1840): 363, 
373 


Gerber, Magdalena (ca. 1769-1859): 333 
Gerber, Marie (1782-1864): 370 
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Gerber, Nicholaus (ca. 1772-1840): 321 


GERBER, WILLIAM (1809-1882) — 1862, 
1867, 1869: 83, 85, 322 


GERIG, ANDREW (1815-1890) — 1864: 
323 


Gerig, Anna “Mary” (b. 1786; still living 
Sept. 1, 1862): 338 


Gerig, Benjamin: 165 
Gerig, Jacob (1794-1851): 323 
Gerig, Joseph (1786-1873): 323 


GERIG, JOSEPH (1824-1892) — 1864, 
1865: 54, 323 


GERIG, SEBASTIAN (1838-1924) — 1873, 
1874: 167, 174, 176, 189, 323 


Gering, Katharina (ca. 1774-1822): 362 
Gieber, Susanna (b. 1770): 330 
Gindelsperger, Elizabeth: 329 
Gindlesperger, Elizabeth (b. ca. 1794): 311 
Gingelsperger, Judith (1787-1832): 378, 382 
Gingerich, Barbara (1815-1883): 307 
Gingerich, Catherine (1844-1937): 323 


GINGERICH, CHRISTIAN (1820-1908) — 
1866: 323, 335 

Gingerich, Elizabeth (1825-1854): 362 

Gingerich, Jacobina “Phebe” (1814-1880): 
383 

Gingerich, Jacobina Phoebe (ca. 1800- 
1854): 330-31 

Gingerich, Johannes (1792?-1831): 307 

Gingerich, John: 333 

Gingerich, Magdalena (1795-1848): 320 

Gingerich, Michael (1789-1854): 323 

Gingerich/Guengerich, Jakobina (b. 1779): 
317, 354 

Glick, Magdalena (1797-1849): 328. 

Gnaegi, Barbara (1791-1868): 359 


Gnagey, Catherine (1789-ca. 1825): 329, 
347 


Gnagey, Christian (1790-1880): 311, 324, 
329 

Gnagey, Elizabeth (1793-1887): 343 

Gnagey, Elizabeth (1816-1906): 311 

Gnagey, John (ca. 1763-1845): 314 

Gnagey, Sarah (1798-1875): 314 

Gnagey, Sarah (1815-1880): 329 


GNAGY, JOHN C. (1817-1889) — [1862], 
1864, 1872, 1876: 218, 220, 324, 338-39 


Goldschmidt, Barbara: 370 
Goldschmidt, Conrad (1757-1817): 324 
Goldsmith, Catherine (1826-1886): 308 
Goldsmith, Catherine (b. ca. 1790): 309 
Goldsmith, Jacob: 318, 357 


GOLDSMITH, JOSEPH (1796-1876) — 
1862, 1866: 11, 13, 15, 21, 74, 289, 
308, 323, 324, 364 


Goldsmith, Joseph (1796-1876): 308, 323, 
364 


Goldsmith, Katherine (1827-1905): 318 
Goldsmith, Lisette (1854-1923): 357 
Goldsmith, Magdalene (1847-1931): 323 
Graber, Anna (d. Jan. 21, 1865): 362 
Graber, Catherine (b. 1801): 346 

Graber, Daniel (1779-ca. 1858): 325-26, 346 


GRABER, DANIEL (1797-1874) — 1862, 
1865: 12, 325 


Graber, Francoise (1800-1843): 339 

Graber, Freni: 346 

GRABER, JACOB (1821-1904) — [1862], 
1864, 1865, 1867, 1872: 12, 51-52, 54, 
83-84,153, 159, 281-82, 325 

GRABER, JOHN (1816-1877) — 1862, 
1864, 1865: 117, 326 

Graber, Katherine (1780-1841): 325 

Graber, Maria (b. 18057): 371 

Graber, Maria (ca. 1799-1869): 325 

Graber, Mary (1803-1865): 321 

Graber, Peter (1762-1840): 325 

Graber, Peter (1769-1814): 325 


GRABER, PETER (1811-1896) — 1867, 
1869, 1872: 83, 86, 109, 110, 326 


Graber, Peter (b. 1781): 362 


Graebill/Krehbiel, Barbara (1795-1876): 
349, 356, 358 


Guengerich, Anna (1768-1842): 316 
Guengerich, Magdalena: 348 
Guengerich, Peter (1792-1863): 326 


GUENGERICH, PETER (1825-1898) — 
1870, 1871: 136, 326 


Guengerich, Peter (d. 1817): 364 
Guerich, Barbe (b. 1774): 360 


GUNDEN, JOHN VON (1827-1906) — 
1871, 1874, 1875, 1878: 138, 190, 233, 
327 


Gunden, John von (ca. 1792-1865): 326 
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Gundy, Magdalena von (1810-1884): 307, 
322 


Guth, Elizabeth (1803-1849): 367 
Guth, Johannes (1773-1828): 327 


GUTH, PETER (1806-1886) — 1866, 1871, 
187551878: 203, 327 


Habecker, John (1824-1878): 370 
Habecker, Katharina (ca. 1823-1888): 357 
Hage, Elizabeth (1821-1901): 340 

Hage, Frederick (1794-1863): 340 

Hartz, Jacob: 327 


HARTZ, MOSES (1819-1916) — 1868: 93- 
94, 327 


Hartzler, Adam (b. 1803): 353, 379 
Hartzler, Barbara (1788-1867): 372, 385 
Hartzler, Barbara (1847-1927): 372 
Hartzler, Christian (1793-1870): 384 
Hartzler, David (1768-1855): 328 
Hartzler, David (1788-1855): 315 


HARTZLER, DAVID F. (1816-1889) — 
1863, 1864, 1867, 1870, 1871-1873: 31, 
85, 120-22, 137, 165, 328 


Hartzler, Eli (1845-1893): 372 
Hartzler, Elizabeth (1825-1919): 379 
Hartzler, Elizabeth (1826-1915): 384 
Hartzler, Jacob (1780-1832): 353 
Hartzler, Jacob (1805-1854): 328 


HARTZLER, JOHN (1815-1888) — 1863, 
1864, 1867, 1868, 1873: 19, 92, 169, 
247, 260, 300, 328, 369 


Hartzler, Joseph (1810-1888): 372 
Hartzler, Juliana (1810-1879): 353 
Hartzler, Mary (1783-1859): 361 
Hartzler, Mary (1798-1841): 372 
Hartzler, Mary (1836-1924): 353 
Hartzler, Mary F. (1817-1885): 385 
Hartzler, Miriam (1812-1850): 380 
Hartzler, Nancy (1833-1879): 328 
Hartzler, Rebecca (1789-1856): 334 
Hartzler, Sarah (1799-1887): 315, 381 
Hartzler, Yost (1791-1843): 328, 385 
Hauter, Catherine (1784-1847): 308 
Headings, Philip (b. ca. 1800): 328 


HEADINGS, SAMUEL (1826-1902) — 
1869: 328 


Hege, Frederick: xv 


Heinemann, Barbara (1799-1841): 323 
Hensler, Lewis C. (1826-1889): 367 


Hershberger, Abraham (1782-1857): 329, 
347 


Hershberger, Barbara (1784-1850): 311 


Hershberger, Catherine (1789-1869): 314, 
344, 347 


HERSHBERGER, CHRISTIAN (1814- 
1882) — 1864: 329 


Hershberger, Christian (d. 1857): 329, 346 


HERSHBERGER, DANIEL (1807-1885) — 
1863, 1865: 329 


Hershberger, Elizabeth (1834-1881): 315 
Hershberger, Fanny (1811-1880): 347 
Hershberger, Henry (d. 1837): 334 
Hershberger, Jacob (1789-1854): 346 
Hershberger, Joseph (1811-1901): 315 
Hershberger, Leah (1827-1904): 334 


HERSHBERGER, MOSES (1823-ca. 1867) 
— 1865: 329 


Hershberger, Paul (1811-1865): 330 

HERSHBERGER, PAUL P. (1840-1908) — 
1868, 1870-1872, 1874, 1878: 94, 115, 
118, 120-22, 133-34, 139, 151-53, 186, 
221, 230, 291, 330 

Hershberger, Peter (1775-1827): 329 

Hershberger, Sarah (b. ca. 1810): 346 

Hershberger, Susanna (ca. 1818-1897): 346 

Hertzler, Anna (1800-1877): 336 


HERTZLER, CHRISTIAN (1800-1878) — 
1868: 119, 120, 330 


Hertzler, David: 31, 133-34 

Hertzler, Elizabeth (1779-1853): 368 
Hertzler, Elizabeth (1795-1846): 317 
Hertzler, Jacob (1770-1849): 330 
Hertzler, Jonathan K.: 26, 39, 43, 91 
Hertzler, Juliana (1810-1879): 353 
Hertzler, S.S. (1825-1884): 82, 109 
Hilty, Joseph (1741-1836): 318 

Hilty, Marie (born 1811): 318 
Hochstedler, Magdalena (1801-1840): 329 
Hochstedler, Magdalena (1807-1867): 372 
Hochstetler, Catherine (1798-1861): 334 


Hochstetler, Elizabeth (1801-1869): 314, 
359 
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Hochstetler, Elizabeth (1806-1887): 363 
Hochstetler, Elizabeth (1808-1887): 367 
Hochstetler, Henry (1773-1846): 332 
Hochstetler, Jonas D. (1811-1875): 331 
Hochstetler, Joseph (1768-1823): 330 
Hochstetler, Lydia (1822-1849): 342 
Hochstetler, Magdalena (1844-1920): 331 
Hochstetler, Mary (1835-1899): 363 
Hochstetler, Noah H. (1823-1903): 332 
Hochstetler, Rachel (1808-1866): 329 
Hochstetler, Sarah (ca. 1795-1875): 344 
Hochstetler, Susanna (1796-1863): 381 
Hochstetler, Zachariah (1813-1890): 363 
Hochstettler, David (1797-1869): 329 
Hochstettler, Elizabeth (1821-1843): 329 


HOCHSTETTLER, EMANUEL (1799- 
1886) — 1865: 47, 120, 147, 330 


HOCHSTETTLER, JACOB (1825-1884) — 
1866, 1867, 1870: 83, 330 


Hochstettler, Joseph (1798-1854): 330-31 


HOCHSTETTLER, JOSEPH (1836-1896) — 
1866: 331 


HOLLY, CHRISTIAN (1820-1862) — 1862, 
1863, 1864: 14, 17, 37, 53, 147, 247, 
331 


Holly, Katherine (1795-1852): 332 
Holly, Magdalena (1766-1828): 362 
Holly, Magdalena (1790-1853): 335 
Holly, Maria (1783-1853): 316 
Holly, Peter (1791-1854): 332 


[Honderich?], Catherine (ca. 1802-1876): 
362 


Hooley, Barbara (ca. 1769-1832): 373 
Hooley, Catherine (1783-1847): 373 
Hooley, Catherine (1807-1884): 369 
Hooley, Christian (1767-1857): 369 
Hooley, Magdalena (1803-1870): 379 
Hooley, Mary (1804-1837): 353, 379 
Hostetler, Anna (1800-1867): 339 
Hostetler, Anna (1828-1913): 344 
HOSTETLER, DAVID H. (1818-1885) — 
1862, 1864, 1865: 8, 331 
HOSTETLER, DAVID J. (1839-1929) — 
1864: 52-53, 331 
HOSTETLER, EMANUEL (1817-1897) — 
1862, 1864: 45-46, 332 


HOSTETLER, JOHN M. (1839-1914) — 
1876: 332 


Hostetler, Joseph (1770-1841): 332 


HOSTETLER, JOSEPH P. (1802-1893) — 
1864, 1865: 331, 332, 334 


Hostetler, Mary (1835-1899): 341 
Hostetler, Moses J. (1812-1894): 332 
Hostetler, Peter (1775-1843): 332, 342 
Hostetler, Susanna (1845-1879): 332 
Hostetler, Zachariah (1813-1890): 341 


Imhoff, Catherine (b. ca. 1788/97; living in 
1860): 333 


Imhoff, Christian (1809-1838): 333 


IMHOFF, CHRISTIAN (1838-1881) — 
1867, I871,..1872 137. 292,353 


IMHOFF, PETER (1819-1896) — 1865, 
1867: 333 


Ingold, Magdalena: 317 

Iutzi, Christian (1788-1857): 324, 332, 335 
lutzi, Elizabeth (1804-1879): 316 

Iutzi, Helen (1832-1916): 335 

Iutzi, Helena (1829-1872): 332 

Iutzi, John (1803-1868): 335 

Iutzi, Michael (1777-1840): 316 

Iutzi, Susanna (1819-1904): 335 

Yoder, Jacob (d. 1849): 328 

Jantzi, Anna (1795-1886): 383 

Jantzi, Catherine (b. 1784): 348 

Jantzi, Christian (1766-1828): 333 
JANTZI, JOHN (1806-1881) — 1865: 333 
Joder, Christian (b. 1792): 378 


Joder, Joseph (1797-1887): 155, 260, 282- 
288, 297-299 


Johns, Barbara (1782-1870): 315, 382 
Johnson, Nancy (1805-1878): 342 
Jutze, George: 33 

Kanagy, Absalom (b. ca. 1815): 369 
Kanagy, John (1785-1850): 379 
Kauffman, Abraham: 343 

Kauffman, Barbara (1777-1844): 353 
Kauffman, Barbara (b. ca. 1759): 382 
Kauffman, Christian (1783-1852): 349 
Kauffman, Christian (1796-1876): 336 
Kauffman, Christina (1783-1871): 353 
Kauffman, Elizabeth (1794-1856): 384 
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Kauffman, Freni: 321 

Kauffman, Gertrude (d. 1847): 335 
Kauffman, Jacob (1751-1844): 382 
Kauffman, Jacob (1756-1825): 334 
Kauffman, Jacob (ca. 1769-1832): 333 
Kauffman, John M. (1829-1871): 342 


KAUFFMAN, JOSEPH (1804-1868) — 
1862, 1864, 1866, 1867: 333 


Kauffman, Joseph (1842-1887): 366 
Kauffman, Lydia (ca. 1813-ca. 1870): 336 


Kauffman, Magdalena (1785-1862): 344, 
348 


Kauffman, Mary (1823-1900): 343 

Kauffman, Mary (1824-1899): 349 

KAUFFMAN, MOSES (1804-1872) — 1862, 
1864, 1872: 8, 9, 77, 46, 334 

Kauffman, Nancy (b. 1800): 379, 381 

Kauffman, Susanna (1811-1875): 382 

Kaufman, Barbara (1822-1879): 371 

Kaufman, Jacob (1800-1873): 371 

Keck, Susanna (1805-1881): 343 

Keim, Barbara (1822-1880): 314 

Keim, Catherine (1824-1914): 344 

Keim, Catherine (d. 1832): 342 

Keim, Elizabeth (1790-1860): 343 

KEIM, JOSEPH N. (1826-1872) — 1863: 27, 
37, 39-40, 334 

Keim, Nicholas (1768-1830): 314, 334, 344 

Kenagy, David (1787-1862): 334 

Kenagy, Fanny (1836-1899): 379 


KENAGY, JACOB C. (1821-1894) — 1862, 
1865, 1874: 10-12, 14, 18, 46, 52, 54, 
56, 64, 73, 87, 188, 190, 334, 337 
Kennedy, David: 335 


KENNEDY, JOSEPH (1826-1906) — 1864: 
335 


Kennel, Anne Marie (b. 1770): 351 
Kennel, Barbara (b. 1760): 349 
Kennel, John (1781-1831): 308, 335 
Kennel, Katharina (1825-1898): 352 


KENNEL, KILIAN (1832-1923) — 1866: 
335 


Kennel, Magdalena (1811-1902): 308 
Kennel, Mary (b. 1803): 339 
Kennel, Peter (1784-1860): 335 


KENNEL, PETER (1813-1896) — 1862: 
290, 335 


King, Anna (1822-1903): 309 

King, Anna (d. 1816): 315 

King, Barbara (1788-1855): 317, 352 

King, Barbara (1792-1884): 385 

King, Barbara (1813-1855): 369 

King, Benedict: 324 

King, Catherine (1798-1869): 369 

King, Christian (1785-1844): 385 

KING, CHRISTIAN (1827-1912) — 1863: 
336 


KING, CHRISTIAN S. (1830-1872) — 1863: 
336 


King, Christian: 337, 346 


KING, JACOB (1811-1891) — 1862, 1863, 
1865-1867, 1869, 1870, 1873, 1876: 83, 
110, 117, 120, 217, 336 


King, Jacob (d. ca. 1832): 336-37 

King, John (1779-1838): 369 

King, John (1804-1831): 336 

KING, JOHN P. (1827-1887) — 1862, 1864- 
1868, 1870, 1872-1876: 11, 45, 52-54, 
73-76, 83, 85, 94, 96, 115-16, 121, 125, 
131, 147, 151-52, 156, 159, 167, 170-71, 
176, 186-190, 194-95, 200-01, 203, 205, 
209, 214, 224, 226, 228, 232-33, 247, 
288-92, 299, 332, 335, 337, 372 

King, Magdalena (1800-1882): 346 

King, Magdalena (b. ca. 1803/5; living 
1860): 358 

King, Mary (1790-1866): 377-78 

King, Mary (1838-1908): 376 

KING, MICHAEL (1806-1872) — 1866: 
337, 


King, Nancy (1817-1893): 385 

KING, NICHOLAS (1814-1896) — 1862, 
1864-1866, 1870-1874, 1876: 74, 133, 
154, 170, 173, 185, 188-89, 214-15, 337, 
376 

King, Samuel (1786-1847): 336-37 

King, Samuel B. (1798-1876): 352 

KING, SHEM (1819-1876) — 1862, 1863, 
1865, 1868, 1873, 1874: 14, 16, 28, 37- 
39, 89, 92, 94, 96, 171, 177, 185, 188- 
89, 337 

King, Susanna (1812-1865): 328 

Kinsinger, Daniel (1765-1828): 338 
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KINSINGER, MICHAEL (1814-1895) — 
1866: 338 


Kistler, Michael J. (1808-1876): 324, 338 


Klopfenstein, Barbara (b. ca. 1817-fl. 1850): 
353 


Klopfenstein, Catharine (1841-1919): 374 
Klopfenstein, John (1783-1870): 338 


KLOPFENSTEIN, JOHN (1813-1891) — 
1865: 338 


Klopfenstein, Mary (ca. 1778/80-after 
1850): 361 


Koenig, Johannes (1791-1854/60): 309 
Koenig, Katherine (d. 1836): 324 
Kohler, Catherine (1815-1884): 359 
Kohler, Marie (1804-1865?): 367 
Konig, Jacob (b. ca. 1773): 358 
Krabill, Mary (1834-1913): 314 


Krayenbiil, Beibei (Elizabeth or Barbara) 
(1788-1867): 326 


Krayenbiil, Hans (1794-1883): 314 
Krehbiel, Johannes (1759-1820): 349 
Krehbiel, Magdalena (d. 1848): 371 
Krehbiel, Marie (1814-1904): 331, 374 
Krehbiel, Samuel: 374 


KROPF, CHRISTIAN (1829-1905) — 1864: 
48, 247, 338 


Kuhns, Samuel (b. ca. 1805): 330 
Kuhns, Veronica (1838- 1918): 330 
Kurtz, Abraham (1769-1831): 380 
Kurtz, Catherine (1793-1885): 341 
Kurtz, Catherine (1831-1879): 350 
Kurtz, Christian (b. 1789): 369 
Kurtz, Christina (1801-1874): 340 
Kurtz, Elizabeth (1788-1885): 378 
Kurtz, Elizabeth (1798-1845): 369 
Kurtz, Elizabeth (1798-1879): 350 
Kurtz, John (1794-1865): 339 
Kurtz, Lydia (1823-1887): 380 
Kurtz, Mary (1765-1845): 340 
Kurtz, Mary “Mattie” (1825-1903): 339 
Kurtz, Nancy (1820-1899): 369 
Kurtz, Polly (1782-1856): 370 
Kurtz, Susanna (1782-1853): 340 
Kurtz, Veronica (1800-1845): 378 
Lantz, Anna (1778-1868): 385 


Lantz, Anna (d. 1846): 335 

Lantz, Anna “Nancy” (1825-1898): 335 
Lantz, Christian (1781-1859): 361 

Lantz, Frances “Fannie” (1816-1897): 355 
Lantz, Isaac (1826-1875): 350 


LANTZ, JONATHAN (1820-1902) — 1864: 
246, 339 


Lantz, Lydia: 361 

Lantz, Magdalena (1783-1866): 380, 385 
Lantz, Rebecca (1826-1903): 376 
Lantz, Samuel (1781-1852): 355, 368 
Lantz, Samuel (1799-1870): 339, 376 
Lantz, Stephen (b. 1787): 335 

Lantz, Susanna (1805-1853): 336, 368 
Lapp, Barbara (1797-1850): 369 

Lapp, Magdalena (b. ca. 1778): 340 
Lehman, Anna (1788-1869): 346 
Lehman, Barbara (b. ca. 1779): 343, 373 
Lehman, David (1782-1851): 324 
Lehman, Magdalena (1818-1875): 324 
Lehman, Mary (1789-1863): 345 


LEHMAN, PETER (1828-1896) — 1867: 
339 


Lehman, Rachel (1810-1864): 342 
Lewis, Leah (1805-1886): 348 
Lichti, Maria (1764-1840): 325 
Liechty, Barbara: 360 

Liechty, Nicholas: 150 

Litwiller, Peter (1809-1878): 35 
Livengood, Fanny (1794-1884): 366 


LUGBILL, CHRISTIAN (1825-1880) — 
16/6." 217,339 


Lugbill, Jean (1794-1844): 339 

Luider, Catherine: 338 

Luti, Elsbeth : 316 

Martin, Andrew (1805-1884): 383 

Martin, Mary (1837-1911): 383 

Mast, Abraham (1802-1877): 378 

MAST, ABRAHAM (1820-1898) — 1862, 
1863, 1865-1867, 1869, 1870, 1872: 7, 
29, 30, 32; 37, 39; 71-22, 77,81, 86, 
109, 115, 117, 146, 149, 154, 339 

Mast, Barbara (1816-1872): 342 

Mast, Catherine (1831-1896): 359 

Mast, Christian (1778-1858): 340, 378 
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Mast, Daniel (1791-1874): 314, 359 
Mast, Daniel (1803-1883): 340, 368 
Mast, David (1798-1869): 327, 330 


MAST, DAVID, “LEATHER DAVY” 
(1789-1869) — 1863, 1867: 27-28, 50, 
340 


Mast, Elizabeth (1776-1838): 369 
Mast, Elizabeth (1822-1899): 332 
Mast, Jacob (1787-1868): 339-40, 342 
Mast, John (1763-1832): 340 

Mast, John (1795-1873): 369 


MAST, JOHN P. (1826-1888) — 1863, 1868: 


27, 92, 340 
MAST, NOAH S. (1829-1899) — 1865, 
1866, 1869: 340 


MAST, SAMUEL (1812-1883) — 1862, 
1865, 1867, 1869: 20, 341 


Mast, Samuel (1839-by 1880): 364 


MAST, SAMUEL S. (1836-1904) — 1876: 
341 


Mast, Sarah (1828-1892): 368 
Mast, Susanna (1814-1877): 324 
Mast, Susanna (1829-1893): 314 
Mast, Susanna (1838-1918): 369 
Mast, Veronica (1829-1892): 378 
Maurer, Catherine (1780-1845): 321 


MAURER, DAVID (1814-1896) — 1862, 
1865, 1873: 341 


Maurer, Magdalena: 374 
Meyer, Barbara (1863-1912): 315 
Meyer, Catherine (b. 1779): 321 


MEYER, JOSEPH (1812-1886) — 1862, 
1866, 1867: 341 


Meyer, Joseph (b. ca. 1830): 315 
Miller, “Broad Run John”: 345, 347 
Miller, Aaron (1847-1883): 329 


MILLER, ABSALOM (1827-1898) — 1862, 
1872: 341, 363 


MILLER, ANDREW W. (1829-1917) — 
1863: 342 


Miller, Anna (1820-1899): 347 
Miller, Anna (b. ca. 1809): 360 
Miller, Anna (d. by 1830): 365 


Miller, Anna [or Marieanne] (1819-1890): 
326 


Miller, Barbara (1774-1858): 314 


Miller, Benedict (1781-1837): 346 
Miller, Benjamin (1813-1843): 329 
Miller, Catherine (1773-1855): 382 
Miller, Catherine (1796-1849): 364 
Miller, Catherine (1824-1874): 315 
Miller, Catherine (1795-1874): 347 
Miller, Catherine (b. 1758): 334 
Miller, Catherine (ca. 1773-1861): 324 


MILLER, CHRISTIAN “CHRIST” 
(ca. 1806-1878) — 1864, 1865: 342 


Miller, Christian (1788/9-1865): 326 


MILLER, CHRISTIAN C. (1818-1891) — 
1862, 1864, 1866, 1869, 1870, 1872: 
110, 118, 342 


Miller, Daniel C. (b. 1789): 343 


MILLER, DANIEL C. (1824-1902) — 1871: 
1339.137;343 


MILLER, DANIEL D. (1806-1865) — 1862, 
1865: 343 


Miller, Daniel F. (1809-1892): 334 
Miller, Daniel: 364 
Miller, David (1779-1840): 343, 347 


MILLER, DAVID D. (1812-1885) — 1864, 
1865: 47, 343 


MILLER, ELI S., “SIM ELI” (1821-1917) — 
1864-1866, 1869, 1870, 1872: 45, 52, 
33; 12; Tost 182.420, 343 

Miller, Elizabeth (1762-1843): 314 

Miller, Elizabeth (1787-1816): 315 


Miller, Elizabeth (1789-1841): 311, 314, 
339,392 


Miller, Elizabeth (1796-1853): 377 
Miller, Elizabeth (1809-1874): 319 
Miller, Elizabeth (1818-1890): 331 
Miller, Elizabeth (1824-1865): 323 
Miller, Elizabeth (1824-1905): 340 
Miller, Elizabeth: 353, 382 

Miller, Emanuel (1793-1848): 329, 347 
Miller, Emanuel (1825-1847): 314 
Miller, Fannie (1839-1905): 342 

Miller, Fanny (1822-1885): 364 

Miller, Henry C. (1785-1850): 346 
Miller, Isaac (1791-1871): 348 

MILLER, JACOB (1811-1893) — 1866: 344 
Miller, Jacob J. (1778-1861): 340 
MILLER, JACOB J. (1817-1885) — 1865: 


Name Index 419 


344 
Miller, Jacob S. (1795-1874): 342 
Miller, Jacob: 315, 376 


MILLER, JEREMIAH “JERRY” (1817- 
1890) — 1862, 1865: 344 


Miller, John (1783-1859): 323, 344 
Miller, John C. (ca. 1822-ca.1851): 329 
Miller, John J. (1778-1861): 341 


MILLER, JOHN L. “LEFF JOHN” (1826- 
1890) — 1864, 1865: 344 


Miller, Jonas (1788-1854): 314, 344, 347 
Miller, Jonathan C. (1789-1867): 344, 347 


MILLER, JOSEPH (1808-1877) — 1862, 
1864, 1865: 55, 56, 289, 291, 345 


Miller, Joseph “Sep” (b. ca. 1762): 345 
Miller, Joseph D. (1824-1861): 344 
Miller, Katherina (1804-1884): 310 


MILLER, LEVI “LEBB,” “LEF” (1799- 
1884) — 1862, 1865: 5,9, 11, 19, 20, 
270, 318-19, 330, 344, 345 


Miller, Magdalena (1781-ca, 1820): 345, 
365 


Miller, Magdalena (1799-1871): 339-40 

Miller, Magdalena “Mattie” (1815-1840): 
330 

Miller, Mary (1822-by 1843): 329 

Miller, Mary (1847-1923): 360 

Miller, Mey (Mary): (1799-1865): 314 

MILLER, MICHAEL (1795-1873) — 1866: 
346 


MILLER, MICHAEL (1799/1801-1872) — 
1865: 346 

Miller, Michael D. (1809-1876): 314 

Miller, Michel: 346 

Miller, Moses (1797-1871): 342 

MILLER, MOSES B., “MOSEY” (1819- 
1902) — 1862, 1863, 1865, 1868: 11, 27- 
28, 37-38, 99, 91-94, 97-98, 148, 203, 
346 

MILLER, MOSES H. (1813-1880) — 1862, 
1865: 346 

MILLER, MOSES J., “KLEIN MOSE,” 
“GLAY MOSE,” “LITTLE MOSES” 
(1811-1897) — 1862, 1865: 6, 9, 11, 
346, 347 

MILLER, MOSES P., “GROSS MOSE,” 
“BIG MOSES” (1802-1877) — 1862, 
1864, 1868, 1869, 1873: xv, 13-15, 43- 


44, 47-49, 51-53, 56, 89, 92-94, 96-98, 
148, 289, 291, 347 
Miller, Moses: 319 


MILLER, NOAH D. “ALE NOAH” (1810- 
1884) — 1862, 1865: 259, 347 


Miller, Peter (1756-1818): 347 
Miller, Peter (ca. 1810-by 1860): 360 
Miller, Samuel D.: 146 

Miller, Sarah (1802-1848): 352, 363 
Miller, Sarah (d. 1857): 361 

Miller, Sarah Jane (1824-1857): 376 


MILLER, SHEM J. (1820-1899) — 1862, 
1865: 347 


Miller, Simon (1793-1874): 343 
Miller, Simon (1816-1840): 348 


MILLER, SOLOMON I. (1816-1910) — 
1865: 348 


Miller, Solomon T. (1811-1872): 342 
Miller, Susanna (1828-1902): 314 
Miller, Susanna (ca. 1770-1842): 332 
Miller, Veronica (1791-1860): 375 
Miller, Veronica (1815-1887): 315 
[Mishler], Catherine (1814-1882): 322 
Mishler, Elizabeth (1807-1885): 373 
Mishler, Felty (b. ca. 1779): 373 
Mishler, Magdalena (1810-1880): 343 
Mishler, Peter (1791-1876): 322 
Mishler, Valentine (born ca. 1779): 343 


MORRELL, DAVID, JR. (1828-1904) — 
1872: 167, 348 


Morrell, James (1807-1880): 348 

Moser, Catherine A.: 344 

MOSER, JOHN (1813-1901) — 1875: 348 

Moser, Magdalena (1805-1889): 344 

Moser, Nichola[s?]: 348 

Mosiman, Mary : 310 

MOSIMAN, MICHAEL (1806-1898) — 
1862, 1866: 4, 7, 11, 12, 21, 348 

Mosimann, Michel (1763-1842): 348 

Mowery, Barbara: 338 

Muller, Jakob (b. 1767): 346 

Muller, Margaret (1797-1876): 370 

Mundlein, Katharina (1791-1855): 

Naffziger, Barbara (1841-1921): 367 

Naffziger, Barbara (1851-1923): 307 
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NAFFZIGER, CHRISTIAN (1803-1893) — 
1866: 123, 150, 349 


NAFFZIGER, DANIEL (1818-1883) — 
1863, 1868, 1869: 92-93, 96, 110, 117, 
349 


NAFFZIGER, JACOB (1798-1888) — 1866, 
1871, 1875:. 31,,83,119-120, 152, 349, 
356, 358 


Naffziger, Jacobena (1836-1928): 358 
Naffziger, Magdalena (1818-1895): 338 
Naffziger, Magdalena (1827-1908): 356 
Naffziger, Peter (1780-1813): 349 
Naffziger, Peter (1787-1885): 338 
Naffziger, Peter (1795/1800-1878): 367 
Naffziger, Peter J. (1829-1909): 349 
Nafziger, Catherine (1818- 1876): 321 


Nafziger, Catherine “Katie” (1835-1914): 
326 


Nafziger, Christian (1775-1829): 321 
Nafziger, Christian (1792/4-1873): 350-51 


NAFZIGER, CHRISTIAN (1819-1899) — 
1864, 1866, 1870-1876, 1878: 53, 119, 
138, 166, 186, 188, 193, 195, 201, 216, 
220-21, 231-32, 289, 350, 351 


NAFZIGER, CHRISTIAN VALENTINE 
(1819-1892) — 1862, 1870: 117-19, 122, 
350 


Nafziger, Elizabeth (1820-1907): 370 


NAFZIGER, JACOB F. (1815-1881) — 
1864, 1865, 1867, 1870, 1871, 1873, 
1876: 121, 350 


Nafziger, John (1802-1856): 320, 326 


NAFZIGER, JOHN (1826-1885) — 1866, 
1871, 1874, 1875, 1878: 188, 198, 233, 
351 


Nafziger, John (1826-1899): 324 

Nafziger, Joseph: 307 

Nafziger, Magdalena (1791-1873): 308, 335 

Nafziger, Magdalena (1811-1873): 315 

Nafziger, Magdalena (1821-1901): 327 

Nafziger, Magdalena (d. 1824): 320 

Nafziger, Peter (1790-1827): 327, 349, 370 

NAFZIGER, PETER (1809-1877) — 1862, 
1864, 1865, 1866, 1870: 73-74, 110, 
118-20, 351 

Nafziger, Valentine (1763-1800): 349 

Nafziger, Valentine (1782-1857): 315, 350- 
51 


Neuhauser, Johannes (1775-1836): 351 
Neuhauser, Magdalena: 364 


NEUHAUSER, VALENTINE (1814-1877) 
— 1866, 1871, 1874, 1875, 1878: 189, 
232, 351 


Nisely, Christian (by 1775-1848): 361 
Nisely, Elizabeth (1818-1859): 361 
Nofziger, John (b. ca. 1799): 378 
Nofziger, Susanna (1840-1903): 378 
Oesch, Andreas (b. 1821): 351 


OESCH, ANDREW (1848-1940) — 1878: 
231,351 


Oesch, Barbara (1795-1884): 310, 372 
Oesch, Barbara (ca. 1787-1856): 364 
Oesch, Benedikt: 364 

Oesch, Catherine (1800-1867): 355 
Oesch, Christian (1755-1834): 372 
Orendorff, Joseph (1852-1884): 380 
Oyer, Jacob (ca. 1778-1855): 327 
Oyer, Susanna (1809-1888): 327 


PEACHEY, ABRAHAM Z. (1799-1884) — 
1863: 27-29, 32, 246, 352 


Peachey, Moses (1759-1813): 352 
Pechire, Mary: 376 

Peight, Christian (1798-1854): 366 
Peight, Salome (1837-1893): 366 
Pelsey, Anne (1776-1831): 348 
Peterschmidt, Catherine (1824-1898): 326 
Peterschmidt, John (b. 17967): 326, 361 
Peterschmitt, Madeleine: 360 
Petersheim, Christina (1806-1882): 322 
Plank, Catherine (1830-1895): 377 
Plank, Christian (1771-1851): 353 
Plank, Christian (1793-1881): 350 


PLANK, CHRISTIAN S. (1819-1887) — 
1864, 1865, 1867, 1870, 1872: 45, 85, 
117-18, 122, 352 


PLANK, DAVID (1833-1912) — 1865, 
1867, 1869: 109, 353 


Plank, Elizabeth (1823-1912): 350 
Plank, Isaac (1799-1879): 377 

Plank, Jacob (1795-1856): 352 

Plank, Jeptha J. (1818-1906): 338 

Plank, Lydia (1808-1886): 334 

Plank, Magdalena (1794-1891): 339, 376 
Plank, Salome (1830-1891): 350 
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PLANK, SAMUEL (1808-1878) — 1865, 
1867, 1868: 353 


Ramseyer, Helena (1803-1887): 367 
Ramseyer, John (1776-1853): 353 


RAMSEYER, JOSEPH (1814-1890) — 
1862: 239, 353 


Reber, Magdalena (d. 1834): 318 
Rediger, Barbara (1821-1888): 348 
Rediger, Benjamin (ca. 1797-1848): 348 
Rediger, Jacob (1773-1843): 317, 354 


REDIGER, JACOB (1807-1889) — 1871, 
1875, 1878: 203, 354 


Rediger, Jacobina (1794-1869): 309 
Rediger, Joseph (1826-1904): 317 


REDIGER, JOSEPH (1845-1938) — 1878: 
72, 231, 354 


Rediger, Magdalena (1829-1896): 364 

Rediger, Maria (1824-1909): 317 

REESER, CHRISTIAN (1819- 1923) — 
1866, 1871, 1875, 1878: 135, 195-96, 
233-34, 354 


Reeser, Fanny (b. ca. 1796): 354 
Reeser, Jacob (1765-1825): 330 
Reeser, John (ca. 1785-ca. 1830): 354 
Reinhart, Benedict: 338 

Reinhart, Lydia (1859-1930): 338 
Reschli, Elizabeth (1808/9-1855?): 375 
Reschli, Johannes (1761-1828): 375 


Reschli, Magdalena (b. 1803; still living 
1878): 375 


Rich, David: 356 

Rich, Maria (1819-17 Nov. 1859): 356 
Rich/Reich, Catherine (ca. 1835-1888): 326 
Rich/Reich, Hannah (1831-1916): 326 
Rich/Reich, Jacob (b. ca. 1794): 326 
Rich/Reich, Louisa (b. ca. 1789): 326 
Richard, Catherine (1831-1881): 339 
Richard, Michel (1787-1863): 339 
Rickenbach, Anna: 373 

Rickenbach, Margaret: 340, 344 


RIEHL, ELIAS (1818-1901) — 1862, 1863, 
1865, 1867, 1868, 1870, 1872, 1873: 
xvi, 3, 11, 12, 14, 17, 28-29, 37, 81-82, 
86, 90, 92, 96-97, 115, 118-120, 122, 
149, 151-52, 167, 170-71, 173, 355, 381 


Riehl, Fanny (1830-1911): 342 


Riehl, Frances (1804-1868): 382 


RIEHL, JACOB (1810-1881) — 1862-1864, 
1868: 29, 247, 355 


Riehl, Jacob (ca. 1771-1821): 355, 382 
Riehl, John (1793-1864): 342, 355 


RINGENBERG, JOHN (1827-1871) — 1864, 
1865: 355 


Ringenberg, Katharina (1788-1863): 356 
Riser, Anne (1759-1808): 320 
Risser/Reeser, Barbara (1812-1852): 330 
Roggy, Barbara (1795-1863?): 315 
Roggy, Barbara: 383 

Roggy, Jean (1757-1835): 359 

Roggy, Katharina (1793-1868): 359 
Ropp, Andrew (1776-1868): 356 


ROPP, ANDREW (1807-1890) — 1862, 
1864, 1866, 1870-1872, 1874, 1875, 
1878: 12-15, 53, 73, 75, 84, 115, 120, 
149, 185, 188-89, 195, 198, 209, 232, 
244, 269-70, 289, 291, 330, 356, 357 


Ropp, Catherine (1835-1885): 357 


ROPP, CHRISTIAN (1812-1896) — 1864, 
1866, 1870-1875, 1878: 48, 53, 56, 75, 
84, 107, 119-20, 133, 149, 166, 175, 
188, 194, 203, 221, 231, 269-70, 288, 
356, 370 

Ropp, Elizabeth (1837-1881): 330 


ROPP, PETER (1815-1893) — 1866, 1871, 
1874, 1875, 1878: 120, 188, 356 


Rosenkranz, Barbara/Mary: 315 
Roth, Anna (b. c1807): 357 
Roth, Barbara (1812-1888): 383 
Roth, Barbara (1821-1881): 370 
Roth, Christian: 370 


ROTH, DANIEL (1833-1922) — 1866, 1871, 
1874, 1875, 1878: 202, 233-34, 357 


Roth, Jacobina: 308 
Roth, Johannes [sic] (b. ca. 1797): 357 


ROTH, JOSEPH K. (1828-1882) — 1874: 
357 


Roth, Katherina (d. 1810): 364 
Roth, Magdalene (1823-1904): 370 


ROTH, NICHOLAS “NICK” (1815-1894) — 
1866: 357 


Roth, Nicolaus (d. 1834): 357, 358, 383 
ROTH, PETER (1829-1901) — 1866: 358 
Rotinger, Anna (b. ca. 1785): 358 
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Rubencht, Katarina (still living in 1860): 
348 


Rupp, Anna (1800-1870): 310, 358 

Rupp, Anna (1828-1924): 376 

Rupp, Anna: 346 

Rupp, Christian (1790/1-1879): 376 

Rupp, Christian: 310 

Rupp, Elizabeth (ca. 1814-ca. 1850): 321 

RUPP, JACOB (1801-1875) — 1864, 1865: 
44, 48, 69, 73, 121, 264, 291, 358 

Rupp, Jacobina: 308 

Rupp, Johannes (b. ca. 1755/9): 358 

Rupp, John (1795-1867): 358 

RUPP, JOHN (1824-1913) — 1871: 358 

Rupp, Joseph (1840-1911): 358 

Rusche, Christophe (1776-ca. 1836): 348 

Rusche, Maria (1808-1852): 348 

Schadd, Catharina (1782/8-1851): 318 

Schantz, Anna (1820-1875): 368 


SCHANTZ, CHRISTIAN (1788-1879) — 
1862, 1865: 116-17, 358 


Schantz, Elizabeth (1809-1889): 335 
Schantz, Jacobina (1785-1866): 315, 350-51 
Schantz, Peter (ca. 1750-ca. 1793): 358 
Schei, Catherine (b. ca. 1814): 332 
Schertz, Andre (ca. 1793-1837): 351 
Schertz, Anna (1820-1901): 333, 370 
Schertz, Barbara (1809-1872): 383 
Schertz, Barbara (1815-1868): 333 
Schertz, Barbara (ca. 1820-1886): 351 
Schertz, Catherina (ca. 1793-1864): 315 
Schertz, Catherine (1782-1838): 319 
Schertz, Catherine (1793-1853): 359 
Schertz, Christian (1781-1835): 359 


SCHERTZ, CHRISTIAN (1815-1878) — 
1866, 1871, 1875, 1878: 230-31, 358 


SCHERTZ, CHRISTIAN (1832-1889) — 
1866, 1878: 231-32, 359 


Schertz, Christian (ca. 1788- ca. 1850): 370 
Schertz, David (1786-1860): 315, 356 
Schertz, David (1808-1865): 375 

Schertz, Joseph (1769-1837): 359 

Schertz, Joseph (ca. 1789-1848): 349 
Schertz, Magdalena (1813-1868): 356 
Schertz, Magdalena (1818-1863): 349 


Schertz, Magdalena (1836-1899): 375 
Schertz, Susanne: 327 

Schlabach, Catherine (1824-1901): 361 
Schlabach, Christian (1793-1871): 359 
Schlabach, Daniel (1813-1874): 348 
Schlabach, Elizabeth (1795-1848): 308 
Schlabach, Jacob (1786-1863): 361 


SCHLABACH, JOHN C. — 1864, 1865: 
359 


Schlabach, Maria (1780-1856): 308-09, 333, 
341 


Schlabach, Shem (1854-1923): 360 
Schlatter, Anna Maria (1823-1901): 323 
Schlatter, Catherine (born ca. 1797): 323 
Schlatter, Catherine (1828-1897): 384 
Schlatter, Catherine (ca. 1791-1878): 318 
Schlatter, Christian (born ca. 1797): 323 
Schlegel, Christian (1792-ca. 1863): 360 


SCHLEGEL, CHRISTIAN (1819-1884) — 
1866, 1870-1876, 1878: 138, 169-70, 
185-88, 190, 197, 200, 203, 214, 217, 
220, 290-91, 360 


SCHL™GEL, JOSEPH (1837-1913) — 1871, 
1874, 1878: 133, 135, 137, 189, 203, 
230, 231-33, 317, 360 


Schlegel, Joseph (b. 1808): 360 
Schloneger, Fanny (1820-1894): 341 
Schloneger, Michael (1792-1879): 341, 360 


SCHLONEGER, MICHAEL (1822-1906) — 
1864, 1865, 186-1869, 1872, 1873: 85, 
92, 110, 151, 360 


Schmidt, Anna (1840-1869): 374 


SCHMIDT, JOHN P. (1820-1904) — 1866, 
1870-1873, 1875, 1878: 120, 133, 142, 
147, 167, (82,192, 195, 211, 291, 361 


Schmucker, Christian (1775-1857): 333, 
361, 365-66 


SCHMUCKER, CHRISTIAN (1805-1887) 
— 1865: 361 


Schmucker, Isaac (1810-1893): 366 
Schmucker, Johannes (1789-1823): 361 


SCHMUCKER, JOHN “HANS” (1816- 
1872) — 1862, 1865: 308, 361 


Schmucker, Nancy (b. ca. 1817): 369 
Schneider, Anna Emma: 354 

Schott, Barbara (1794-1879): 378 
Schrag, Andreas (1778/9-1848): 362 
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Schrag, Benedict (b. 1767): 337 
Schrag, Catharina (1805-1893): 375 
Schrag, Christian (1799-1831): 307 


SCHRAG, DANIEL (1813-1891) — 1871: 
132, 135, 137, 362 


Schrag, Jacob (1753-1838): 362 
Schrag, Johannes (1786-1821): 354 


SCHRAG, JOHN “HANNES VETTER” 
(1813-1898) — 1875, 1876, 1878: 195, 
201;,216,220,232,.362 


Schrag, Joseph (ca. 1783-1859): 362 
Schrag, Madeleine (1787-1833): 359 
Schrag, Magdalena (1814-1882): 354 


SCHROCK, (JOHN) BENJAMIN (1819- 
1895) — 1864, 1872: 45, 51 363 


SCHROCK, (JOHN) BENJAMIN (1829- 
1878) — 1870: 363 


Schrock, Andrew (ca. 1783-1861): 344 
Schrock, Barbara (1780-1858): 373 
Schrock, Barbara (1825-1897): 332 
Schrock, Barbara (1827-1885): 341, 363 
Schrock, Barbara: 341 

Schrock, Benjamin (1829-1878): 341 
Schrock, Catherine (1790-1872): 350 
Schrock, Catherine (1819-1899): 378 
Schrock, Catherine (1828-1905): 367 
Schrock, Christian (1786-1861): 362 
Schrock, Christian (1818-1878): 354, 375 


SCHROCK, CHRISTIAN C. “C.C.” (1818- 
1878) — 1878: 354, 362, 375 


SCHROCK, DANIEL D. “SAWMILL 
DAN” (1830-1917) — 1872: 43, 246-47, 
363 


Schrock, David (1786-1865): 377 
Schrock, David (1791-1867): 363-64, 382 
Schrock, Elizabeth (1805-1898): 337, 376 
Schrock, Elizabeth (1823-1879): 352 
Schrock, Jacob (1803-1854): 367 
Schrock, Jacob (1803-1857): 363 
Schrock, Jacob (d. 1832): 341 

Schrock, John (1766-1843): 378 

Schrock, John (1789-1858): 363 

Schrock, John (ca. 1778-ca. 1853): 364 


SCHROCK, JOHN D. (1819-1910) — 1864: 
364 


SCHROCK, JOSEPH (1812-1879) — 1864: 
364 


Schrock, Magdalena (1822-1914): 307 
Schrock, Mary (1787-1866): 329 
Schrock, Mary (b. 1818): 364, 382 
Schrock, Nancy (1827-1877): 344 


SCHROCK, PETER (1802-1887) — 1862- 
1865: 17, 364 


Schrock, Peter C. (1795-1846): 352, 363 
Schrock, Susanna (1825-1905): 363 
Schrock, Veronica (1819-1886): 377 
Schultz, Elizabeth (ca. 1811-1873): 322 
Schwartz, Christina: 326 


Schwartzendruber, Catherine (1771-1834): 
338 


Schwartzendruber, Christian (1773-after 
1849): 324, 365 


Schwartzendruber, Elizabeth (1807- 1900): 
308, 323, 324 


Schwartzendruber, Jacob (1800-1868): 334 


Schwartzendruber, Veronica (1804-1863): 
322 


Schwartzentruber, Jacob Gingerich (ca. 
1795-1871): 362 


Schwartzentruber, Jacobina (1793-1869): 
327, 349 


Schwartzentruber, Mary (1804-1892): 361 


Schwarzentruber, Christian (1765-1819): 
364 


SCHWARZENTRUBER, FREDERICK 
(1825-1895) — 1864-1866: 49, 51, 53, 
364 


SCHWARZENTRUBER, JACOB (1801- 
1868) — 1864: 8, 47-49, 52-54, 56, 64, 
82, 239, 250-70, 364, 365 

Schwarzentruber, Jacob (1801-1868): 364 


Schwarzentruber, Jacobina (1793-1869): 
370 


Seese, Dorothy (1792-1879): 340 

Shank, Mary (d. 1842): 330 

Sharp, Leah (1796-1832): 328, 384 

Short, Elizabeth “Maria” (1807-1902): 370 
Sivits, Catherine (1812-1893): 364 


SMILEY, JOHN (1822-1879) — 1862, 1864- 
1866, 1868-1870, 1873-1876, 1878: 45, 
110, 118, 120, 188-90, 195, 203, 205, 
209, 217, 220, 231, 365, 377 
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Smiley, Mary Ann (1850-1916): 377 
Smiley, Nathan (1797-1872): 365 
SMOKER, ISAAC (1810-1893) — 1862, 
1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, 1870, 1872: 
12, 45, 52-53, 72, 83, 118-21, 159, 164- 
65, 366, 373, 382 
Smoker, Isaac (1810-1893): 366, 373, 382 
Smucker, Daniel (1789-1871): 369 
Smucker, David (1837-1896): 377 
Smucker, Isaac: 367 


SMUCKER, JONATHAN (1821-1888) — 
1862, 1864, 1865, 1867-1869, 1872, 
1873, 1876: 93, 153, 165, 219-20, 229, 
366 


SMUCKER, JONATHAN P. (1838-1903) — 
1875, 1878: 153, 196, 200, 203, 230, 
366, 376 


Smucker, Nancy (1827-1896): 333 


Sommer, Anne “Mary” Marie (1814-1902): 
353 


Sommer, Anne Marie (1779-1839): 375 
Sommer, Elizabeth (1801-1885): 370-71 


SOMMER, GEORGE (1801-1883) — 1871, 
1878: 367 


Sommer, Joseph (1778-1856): 338 
Sommer, Joseph (1806-1888): 319 
Sommer, Joseph: 353 

Sommer, Katherine (1818-1895): 338 
Sommer, Lydia (1838-1905): 319 


Sommer, Magdalena (b. 1809/10; died 1870 
or after): 342 


Sommer, Maria (1793-1853): 324, 332, 335 

Sommer, Salome (1819-1890): 360 

Sommer, Ulrich (b. 1769): 360 

Specht, Elizabeth: 338 

Speicher, Elizabeth (1790-1874): 382 

Spring, Magdalena (d. 1806): 349 

Springer, David (1806-1884): 367 

SPRINGER, JOSEPH (1837-1902) — 1878: 
367 


SPROAL, NOBERTUS “BERTUS,” 
“NOBERT,” “ROBERT,” “NOBE” 
(1830-1901) — 1871, 1872, 1875, 1876: 
133, 154, 203, 217, 221, 367 


Sproal, Walburg (d. ca. 1836): 364, 367 
Sproal, Wendling : 364, 367 
Stahli, Isaak (1775?-1839): 367 


Stahly, Barbara (1805-1898): 349 
Stahly, Barbara (1836-1869): 355 
Stahly, Christian (1799-1854): 367 
Stahly, Christian (1835-1874): 368 
Stahly, Henry (1810-1894): 355 
Stahly, Jacob (1752-1822): 349 


STAHLY, JOHN (1827-1900) — 1866, 1871, 
1873: 135, 167, 367 


Stahly, Magdalena: 372 

Stahly, Rose Marie (1833-1899): 367 
Stalter, Jacobina (1831-1895): 307 
Stalter, Mary (1820-1916): 351 


STAUFFER, JOSEPH (1821-1892) — 1871: 
133, 368 


Stayrook, Juliana (1836-1895): 380 
Stayrook, Samuel (1809-1872): 380 
Steider, Barbara (1831-1904): 310 
Steider, Jean (1806-1854): 310 
Steiner, Catherine (1825-1901): 348 
Steiner, Philip: 348 

Steinman, Barbara (1857-1937): 380 


STEINMAN, DANIEL (1830-1916) — 1872, 
1873, 1875, 1878: 74, 368, 380 


Steinman, Jacob (ca. 1802-1865): 368 
Steinman, Lizzie (1863-1897): 380 
Steinman, Magdalena (1825- 1878): 362 
Steinman, Peter (b. 1795): 362 

Stepp, Madeleine (1793-1846): 350 
Stevig, Barbara (1832-1880): 338 
Stevig, Christian: 338 

Stoll, Jacob P.: 150 

Stoltzfus, Christian (1781-1865): 370 


STOLTZFUS, CHRISTIAN (1803-1883) — 
1862, 1863: 31, 336, 368, 369 


Stoltzfus, David (1792-1862): 368 


STOLTZFUS, DAVID F. (1826-1896) — 
1863: 368 


Stoltzfus, Elizabeth (1806-1864): 336 


STOLTZFUS, GIDEON (1835-1913) — 
1868: 369 


Stoltzfus, Jacob (1779-1810): 368-69 


STOLTZFUS, JACOB (1808-1892) — 1863: 
53, 369 


STOLTZFUS, JOHN “GROFFDALE 
JOHN” (1810-1897) — 1868: 370 


STOLTZFUS, JOHN “TENNESSEE 
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JOHN” (1805-1887) — 1862, 1863, 
1867, 1868: xvi-xvii, 4, 31, 49, 51, 56, 
81, 89, 92-93, 96, 98-99, 101-06, 111, 
241-44, 369 


Stoltzfus, John (1776-1857): 324 
Stoltzfus, Mary (1827-1907): 336 


STRUBHAR, JOHN (1808-1883) — 1866, 
1871: 69-70, 136, 333, 370 


Strubhar, Magdalena (1800-1883): 320 
Strubhar, Mary (1842-1875): 333 
Strubhar, Peter (1770-1835): 320, 370 


STUCKEY, CHRISTIAN (1841-1907) — 
1872, 1874, 1876: 189, 222, 370 


Stuckey, Christian (d. 1873): 370 
Stuckey, Christina (b. ca. 1800): 376 


STUCKEY, JOSEPH (1826-1902) — 1862- 
1867, 1871, 1872: 4, 27, 31, 36-37, 45, 
48, 51-53, 65, 71, 78, 81-83, 99, 118, 
121-22, 124, 131, 133-34, 136, 138, 148, 
1517185; 15979159,995 247; 265, 269, 
279,290, 292, 299,.319, 326, 366,370, 
371 


Stuckey, Joseph (1826-1902): 319, 326, 366, 
371 


Stuckey, Joseph: 338 
Stuckey, Katie: 338 
Stuckey, Peter (1799-1860): 370-71 


STUCKEY, PETER EDWARD (1844- 
1929) — 1871, 1872: 138, 147, 371 


Stucki, Christian (1791-1851): 371 
Stucki, Freni: 362 
Stucki, Jaques (b. 1775): 321 


STUCKY, JACOB (1824-1893) — 1875: 
194, 198, 201, 371 


Stucky, Mary (b. 1817): 321 
Stutzman, Anna (1817-1902): 373 
Stutzman, Christian C.: 109 
Stutzman, David (b. 1791): 350 
Stutzman, Elizabeth (1827-1892): 386 
Stutzman, Elizabeth: 333, 361, 365 
Stutzman, Fannie (1828-1909): 332 
Stutzman, John (1785-1864): 372, 385 
Stutzman, John (1798-1854): 386 


Stutzman, Jonas “Der Wiese” (1788-1871): 
363, 373 


Stutzman, Jonathan B. (1813-1897): 366 
Stutzman, Lydia (1811-1892): 385 


Stutzman, Lydia (1828-1894): 348 
Stutzman, Mary (1756-1838): 347 
Stutzman, Mary (1821-1901): 363 
Stutzman, Mary (1831-1898): 328 


Stutzman, Mary E. “Polly” (1845-1924): 
366 


Stutzman, Michael (1788-1864): 332 


STUTZMAN, MOSES (1833-1908) — 1870, 
1871, 1875, 1878: 118, 137, 198, 204, 
2314372 


Stutzman, Paul (d. 1840): 328, 348, 371 


STUTZMAN, SOLOMON (1820-1876) — 
1865, 1867: 87, 372 


Stutzman, Susanna (1796-1837): 380 


Stutzman, Veronica “Fannie” (1821-1865): 
350 


Summy, Barbara: 346 

Suntheimer, Adam (b. ca. 1815): 332 
Suntheimer, Barbara (1850-1923): 332 
Suter, Pierre (ca. 1802-1837): 318 
Sutter, Barbara (1827-1903): 310 
Sutter, Christian: 194, 295 

Sutter, Johannes (1765-1844): 372 


SUTTER, JOHANNES (1795-1887) — 1871, 
1873: 310, 372 


Swartz, Christina: 361 

Swartzentruber, Marie (1817-1853): 382 
Swartzentruber, Peter (d. 1824): 382 
Taylor, Isaac: 336 


Tehanz, Elizabeth [Tschantz?] (d. 1824): 
323 


Troyer, Abraham (1808-1838): 324 
Troyer, Abraham: 187 

Troyer, Andrew (b. 1773): 340, 344 
Troyer, Andrew D. (1801-after 1860): 372 
Troyer, Barbara (1818-1907): 341, 363 
Troyer, David (1777-1851): 373 


TROYER, DAVID A. (1827-1906) — 1862, 
1865: 64, 372 


Troyer, David C. “Canada Dave” (1784- 
1871): 373 


TROYER, DAVID D. (1813-1879) — 1865: 
373 


Troyer, Elizabeth (1833-1916): 376 
Troyer, Elizabeth (b. 1781): 343, 347 
Troyer, Elizabeth (b. 1837): 324 
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Troyer, Elizabeth (b. ca. 1800): 343 


TROYER, JACOB (1799-1876) — 1862, 
1865, 1873: 373 


Troyer, John (1753-1842): 365 

Troyer, John (1805-1889): 337, 376 

Troyer, John (d. 1813): 345, 365 

Troyer, Jonas D. (1811-1872): 308 

TROYER, JONAS D., “YOHN” (1811- 
1897) — 1862, 1864, 1866, 1867, 1872: 
7, 10, 12, 14, 16-17, 37, 44, 45-47, 70, 
TIE IT S83 RS 15281553373 

Troyer, Jonas D.: 366 

Troyer, Lydia (1817-1865): 344 

Troyer, Lydia (1828-1891): 329 

Troyer, Magdalena (1797-1845): 335 

Troyer, Magdalena (ca. 1809-1882): 378 

Troyer, Mary (1806-1872): 344-45 

Troyer, Mary (b. ca. 1791): 348, 371 

Troyer, Mary J. (1813-1836): 340-41 

Troyer, Michael (1754-ca. 1838): 373 

Troyer, Noah (1831-1886): 376 

Troyer, Noah J. (1831-1886): 337 

Troyer, Rachel (1809-1897): 381 

Troyer, Rebecca (1829-1908): 337 

Troyer, Samuel (1803-1873): 329 

Troyer, Sarah (1811-1886): 365-66 


TSCHANTZ, PETER (1831-1895) — 1866: 
374 


Umble, Christian (1809-1896): 327, 381 
Umble, Elizabeth (1811-1853): 370 
Umble, John (1781-1861): 370 
Unzicker, Elizabeth (1839-1920): 331 
Unzicker, Elizabeth (d. 1848): 314, 316 


UNZICKER, JACOB “SCHMIDT” (1808- 
1893) — 1862, 1864, 1866, 1871, 1872: 
15; 16,93, 157, 15291549583 2707331, 
315 


Unzicker, Katharine (1803/4-1876): 367 
Unzicker, Magdalena (1773-1838): 383 
Unzicker, Magdalena (1850-1914): 352 
Unzicker, Peter (1816-1881): 352 
Ursala, Mary Sproal (1824-1903): 364 
Vercler, Mary (1796-1883): 358 
Verkler, Jacobena (1811-1885): 330 
Voran, Andreas (1815-1876): 370 
Wagler, Anna (1787-1872): 330 


Wagler, Catharina: 338 

Wagler, Christian: 35 

Wagler, Elizabeth (d. 1842): 375 
Wagler, Jacob (1769-1841): 375 


WAGLER, JACOB (1806-1872) — 1866, 
18719375 


Wagler, Magdalena: 358 
Wagner, Eva: 335 
Wagner, Joseph (1803/4-1855?): 375 


WAGNER, JOSEPH (1835-1894) — 1871, 
1875, 1878: 375 


Wagner, Magdalena (1797-1866): 379 
Wagner, Zacharias: 379 

Waltner, Andreas (1801-1852): 371 
Waltner, Anna (1830-1873): 371 
Warye, Catherine (1814-1894): 340 


WARYE, CHRISTIAN (1832-1914) — 1872, 
1873;187601525167; 187; 217, 876 


WARYE, JOHN (1824-1903) — 1862, 1864, 
1866-1868: 11, 45, 48, 74, 76, 82-83, 
91, 96, 101, 335-36, 376 

Warye, Michael (b. 1785): 340, 376 

Wayre, John (Bishop): 328 

Weaver, Catherine (1811-1893): 343 

Weaver, Elizabeth (d. by 1820): 314 

Weaver, Samuel (1788-1868): 343 

Weidman, Catherine (d. by 1840): 336, 386 

Wenger, Elizabeth (1842-1934): 310 

Wenger, John: 311 

Wenger, Magdalena: 374 


WENGERD, MOSES (1821-1879) — 1862, 
1865: 375 


Werkler, Jacobena (1811-1885): 356-57 
Widmer, Magdalena (1805-1870): 339 
Widrick, Catherine (1836-1884): 339 
Widrick, Peter (b. 1796): 339 
Willard, Catherine (b. ca. 1789): 341 
Wingard, Christian (1786-1882): 375 
Wise, Mary Catherine (b. ca. 1802): 378 
Wverkler, Joseph (ca. 1788-1820): 356 
Wyse, Catherine (ca. 1831-1905): 368 
Wyse, Christian: 215 
WYSE, JEPTHA (1839-1887) — 1869, 1870, 
1872-1874, 1876: 170, 188, 215, 376 
WYSE, JOHN “DEACON JOHN” (1821- 
1884) — 1870, 1876: 117, 376 
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Wyse, Lovina (1843-1869): 370 

Wyse, Lydia (1841-1922): 370 

Wyse, Magdalena (1818-1871): 351 
Wyse, Peter (1800-1856): 351, 370, 376 


YODER, ABNER (1814-1883) — 1862, 
1863, 1865, 1866: 11-17, 26-32, 36-40, 
64, 69, 71, 72-74, 137, 148, 253, 269, 
377 


Yoder, Anna (1792-1830): 336-37 
Yoder, Anna (1808-1848): 315 
Yoder, Anna: 333 

Yoder, Barbara (1766-1850): 353 
Yoder, Barbara (1774-1856): 377 
Yoder, Barbara (1787-1871): 378 
Yoder, Barbara (1793-1856): 361 
Yoder, Barbara (1801-1862): 378, 384 
Yoder, Barbara (1804-1889): 377 
Yoder, Barbara (1811-1888): 315 
Yoder, Barbara (1822-1884): 328 
Yoder, Barbara (1829-1903): 360 
Yoder, Barbara (1836-1920): 381 
Yoder, Barbara (1838-1907): 364 
Yoder, Barbara (ca. 1765-1835): 352 
Yoder, Barbara: 332, 382 

Yoder, Caleb (1797-1878): 381 
Yoder, Catherine (1787-ca. 1866): 349 
Yoder, Catherine (1833-1914): 341 
Yoder, Catherine (b. ca. 1765): 345 
Yoder, Catherine: 347 


Yoder, Christian “Dick Christal” (1787- 
1867): 378, 382 


Yoder, Christian C. (1790-1846): 315, 364 


YODER, CHRISTIAN K. (1829-1911) — 
1862, 1865-1867, 1869, 1872, 1873: 75, 
83, 147, 148, 151.166, 172, 215, 218, 
22a, 229-31, 2055 240, 932,371] 


Yoder, Daniel (1777-1854): 332, 382 
Yoder, Daniel (1792-1882): 348 
Yoder, Daniel (1797-1868): 380 
Yoder, David (ca. 1763-1820): 379 
Yoder, David C. (1801-1870): 379 


YODER, DAVID Z. (1849-1929) — 1873, 
18 10:.107, 221-22, 377 


Yoder, Elias (1808-1884): 381 
Yoder, Elizabeth (1811-1883): 337, 376 
Yoder, Elizabeth (1812-1881): 345 


Yoder, Elizabeth (1828-1912): 334 
Yoder, Elizabeth (1841-1873): 364 
Yoder, Elizabeth (b. 1788): 328 
Yoder, Elizabeth (b. 1793): 329, 347 
Yoder, Elizabeth (d. by 1820): 342 
Yoder, Fanny (1805-1883): 373 
Yoder, Gertrude (1810-1875): 355 
Yoder, Gideon: 187 

Yoder, Henry (ca. 1759-1821): 382 
Yoder, Jacob (1762-1837): 373 
Yoder, Jacob (1779-1850): 378 
Yoder, Jacob (1795-1828): 379, 381 
YODER, JACOB (1818-1901) — 1865: 378 


YODER, JACOB (1838-1914) — 1874: 188- 
89, 378 


Yoder, Jacob S. (1814-1891): 364 
Yoder, Jacques: 360 

Yoder, John (1772-1860): 377 
Yoder, John (1785-1855): 377-78 
Yoder, John (1786-1861): 380 
Yoder, John (1788-1836): 311, 329 
Yoder, John (1828-1861): 328 


YODER, JOHNC. (1821-1889) — 1862: 
378 - 


Yoder, John D.: 81 


YODER, JOHN K. (1824-1906) — 1862- 
1870, 1872-1875, 1878: xvi, xvii, 5, 9, 
12-13, 16, 28-29, 31, 36-37, 43-50, 54- 
56, 63, 70-71, 74-77, 83-85, 89-90, 99, 
109, 115-16, 121-22, 124-25, 133-34, 
136, 139-40, 147, 149, 152, 153-55, 160, 
167, 169, 171, 172, 175-76, 178, 185-86, 
190, 194, 197, 200, 202-03, 207, 209, 
229-33, 258-59, 262-64, 288-90, 293-94, 
297-299, 317, 319, 340, 361, 367, 377, 
378, 386 


YODER, JOHN N.” NANCY JOHN” (1825- 
1906) — 1863, 1865, 1866, 1868, 1869, 
1871, 1872: 74-75, 91-93, 96, 110, 132, 
134, 137-38, 147-49, 288, 290, 379 

Yoder, Jonas (1798-1860): 382 


YODER, JONAS C. (1833-1911) — 1872: 
152, 154, 379 


YODER, JONATHAN “YONI,” “YONY” 
(1795-1869) — 1862-1866, 1868: xvi, 3- 
5,8, 12,14, 15720, 7,9,'13/°16; 26,-28- 
29, 31, 36-37, 39, 45-46, 48-49, 52-53, 
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75, 84, 92-93, 96-98, 101, 175, 269, 322, 


359, 370, 379 

Yoder, Jonathan (1795-1869): 322, 370, 359 

Yoder, Joseph (1784-1863): 345 

YODER, JOSEPH (1822-1908) — 1864- 
1866, 1868, 1871-1873, 1875, 1876: 44, 
2774216, 94, 9421200133513), 039. 
151, 154, 170, 177, 195, 216, 246-47, 
378 

Yoder, Joseph “Stiller” (1788-1852): 382 

Yoder, Judith (1824-1905): 311 

Yoder, Lavina (1790-1870/78): 342, 355 

Yoder, Leah (1798-1834): 380 

Yoder, Leah (1807-1833): 314 

Yoder, Leah (1811-1888): 320 

Yoder, Magdalena (1771-1850): 322 


Yoder, Magdalena (1788-1863): 379, 384- 
85 


Yoder, Magdalena (1791-1876): 324 

Yoder, Magdalena (1823-1876): 375 

Yoder, Magdalena (b. 1780): 332, 342 

Yoder, Magdalena (b. ca. 1793): 338 

Yoder, Magdalena (d. by 1840): 372 

Yoder, Magdalena: 334 

Yoder, Mary (1771-1826): 315, 328 

Yoder, Mary (1781-1858): 332. 

Yoder, Mary (1808/09-1887): 315, 377 

Yoder, Mary (1824-1916): 348 

Yoder, Mary (ca. 1791-1817): 348 

YODER, MICHAEL (1831-1923) — 1868, 
1870: 117, 173, 203, 380 

Yoder, Nancy (1800-1887): 348 

Yoder, Nancy (d. ca. 1839): 320 

Yoder, Nicholas (1784-1855): 341 

Yoder, Peter (1773-1849): 334 

Yoder, Red “ Yost” (ca. 1775-1856): 355 

YODER, SAMUEL “NANCY SAM” 
(1824-1884) — 1862-1876, 1878: 30, 35, 
45, 51-52, 54, 64, 71, 73, 75, 77, 81, 83, 
85-86, 89, 92, 96-97, 109-10, 115, 118- 
19, 120, 125, 132-35, 137-38, 148, 151- 
32, 155, 167, 171, 17298772185 4188- 
90, 195, 197, 201, 206, 209, 214-15, 
221, 230-33, 246, 299, 369, 381 

YODER, SAMUEL (1826-1900) — 1862, 
1864, 1865: 8, 19, 54, 381 

Yoder, Sarah (1776-1844): 320 


Yoder, Sarah (1794-1880): 332 

Yoder, Sarah (1829-1867): 364 

Yoder, Sem: 167 

Yoder, Solomon (1776-1868): 314 

YODER, SOLOMON (1800-1880) — 1862, 
1863, 1868: 3, 4, 11, 12, 16, 17, 27-28, 
37-38, 89, 91-93, 96-98, 381, 382 

Yoder, Stephen J. (1784-1867): 375 

Yoder, Susanna (1816-1906): 329 

Yoder, Susanna (1821-1886): 332 


YODER, TOBIAS C. (1816/18-1875) — 
1864, 1865: 382 


YODER, TOBIAS S. “STILLER” (1811- 
1878) — 1863: 382 


YODER, VALENTINE (1809-1893) — 
1864: 52, 364, 382 


Yoder, Veronica (1789-1857): 375 
Yoder, Veronica (ca. 1778-by 1830): 355 
Yoder, Yost (1775-1849): 320 

Yutzy, Magdalena (b. ca. 1788): 341 


ZEHR, ANDREW (1834-1905) — 1867: 
383 


Zehr, Anna (1837-1870): 359 
Zehr, Christian (1812-1893): 354 
Zehr, Daniel (1777-ca. 1856): 383 


ZEHR, DR. PETER (1809-1898) — 1871: 
132,157,300 


Zehr, Elizabeth (1828-1900): 350 


ZEHR, JACOB (1825-1898) — 1866, 1871, 
1872, 1875, 1878: 134, 198, 232-33, 
354, 370, 383 


Zehr, Jacob: 375 

Zehr, Johannes (1792-1842): 350 

Zehr, Joseph (1809-1883): 359 

Zehr, Marie: 348 

Zehr, Michael (1789-1880): 383 

Zehr, Michael (ca. 1755-1813): 383 
Zender/Cender, Elizabeth (1821-1891): 362 


ZIMMERMAN, ANDREW (1807-1889) — 
1864, 1866, 1871: 383 


Zimmerman, Anna: 311 
Zimmerman, Barbara (1831-1903): 354 


ZIMMERMAN, CHRISTIAN (1825-1899) 
— 1865: 264, 384 


Zimmerman, Elizabeth (1796-1848): 323 
Zimmerman, Elizabeth (b. ca. 1784): 364 
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Zimmerman, Jacob (b. ca. 1779): 364 
Zimmerman, Johannes: 354 
Zimmerman, Joseph (1845-1924): 383 


Zimmerman, Magdalena (ca. 1804/1810- 
1862): 364 


Zimmerman, Maria (b. ca. 1773): 346 


Zimmerman, Maria (b. ca. 1773; still living 
in 1840): 337 


Zimmerman, Veronica (1789-1878): 357-58, 
383 


Zimmermann, Anna: 357 
Zimmermann, Jacobine (1838-1900): 316 


Zimmermann, Michael (1776-1860): 316, 
383 


Zook, Abraham (1791-1857): 338 
Zook, Anna (1823-1889): 338 

Zook, Barbara (1785-1879): 352 

Zook, Barbara (1814-1850): 372 

Zook, Barbara Allgyer (1822-1902): 381 
Zook, Catherine (1801-1875): 365 
Zook, Catherine (1830-1904): 315 


ZOOK, CHRISTIAN (1816-1893) — 1863, 
1868: 91, 171, 384 


Zook, Daniel (1779-ca. 1805): 385 

Zook, David (1780-1863): 385 

Zook, David (1788-1870): 317, 352, 385 

ZOOK, DAVID J. (1822-1895) 1863, 1865, 
1867, 1868, 1872, 1873, 1876: 37, 83, 
93, 96, 146-47, 171, 175-76, 214, 220, 
222, 384 

Zook, Elizabeth (1790-1847): 315 

Zook, Elizabeth (1819-1866): 384 


ZOOK, ENOCH (1817-1888) — 1862-1869: 
18, 54, 74, 79, 110, 385 


Zook, Franey (b. 1771): 382 


Zook, Gideon (1803-1845): 315, 377 
Zook, Henry (1794-1866): 340 
Zook, Jacob (1801-1872): 378, 384 
Zook, Jemima (1826-1850): 379 
Zook, Jemima (1844-1930): 378 
Zook, John (1770-1853): 336, 386 


ZOOK, JONATHAN (1809-1895) — 1862, 
1864, 1868, 1870, 1873: 53, 91, 96, 117- 
122, 171, 247, 385 


ZOOK, JONATHAN D. (1802-1882) — 
1862, 1867: 4, 16, 19, 385 


Zook, Joseph (1783-1868): 379, 384-85 

Zook, Joseph (1823-1884): 381 

Zook, Joshua (1812-1882): 378 

Zook, Leah (1820-1899): 328 

Zook, Lydia (1824-1895): 384 

Zook, Lydia (1827-1887): 377-78 

Zook, Magdalena (1809-1865): 352 

Zook, Magdalena (1838-1894): 371 

Zook, Nancy (1828-1903): 340 

Zook, Rachel (1824-1870): 317 

Zook, Rebecca (ca. 1816-1882): 336 

Zook, Sarah (1800-1858): 366 

Zook, Sarah (1840-1922): 377 

Zook, Shem (1798-1880): xvi, xvii, 22, 39, 
43, 46-47, 58, 77, 79, 83, 91, 93-94, 96, 
100-101, 113, 239-41, 260 

Zook, Solomon (1794-1863): 328, 384 

Zook, Solomon (1803-1894): 372 


ZOOK, SOLOMON P. (1821-1872) — 1862- 
1865, 1867-1869: 386 


Zug, Magdalena (1779-1861): 330 
Zug, Mary (1786-1844): 320 
Zug, Veronica (b. 1771): 355 
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4 etween 1862 and 1878 a group of Amish ministers and lay 

people gathered annually to discuss differences in religious 
practices that had emerged within their scattered congregations. 
Known as the Dienerversammlungen—or ministers’ meetings— 
these annual conferences proved to be a pivotal moment in the 
history of the Amish and Mennonite churches. The goal of the 
Dienerversammlungen had been to maintain unity within the 
fellowship amidst the many vexing issues that threatened to 
divide the group. By the end of the 1860s, ‘however, the lines 
dividing the more progressive group (eventually to become known 
as the “Amish Mennonites”) from the more conservative group 
(the “Old Order Amish”) had become painfully clear. 


Historians Paton Yoder and Steven R. Estes have chronicled this 
slow and painful division as it unfolded in the records of the 
Dienerversammlungen during the last half of the nineteenth 
century. Their source book provides readers with a fascinating 
window into the history of the Amish and Mennonite church. 


Included are ... 
+ a full translation of the minutes of the Dienerversammlungen 


+ extensive background information and commentary on the 
issues 


* 25 additional supporting documents related to the meetings 


+ detailed biographical sketches of the 253 Amish ministers, 
bishops and deacons who participated 


¢* maps and lists of participating congregations 
+ photographs of dozens of the participants 


“ a name and subject index 


“This is a collection vital to understanding this era of our 
history. ... These resources go a long way in ‘uncovering 
the tracks’ of the Amish Mennonites—whose descendants 
constitute a majority of the current Mennonite Church (MC) 
—and in tracing the beginnings of the Old Order movement 
among the Amish.” 
-John E. Sharp, Director 
Historical Committee 
of the Mennonite Church 





